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DIALOGUE XVII. 



A WHISPER FROM BEHIND THE DOOR ^ OR THE SE- 
CRETS OF PRIVATE SCANDAL AND MISREPRESEN- 
TATION MADE PUBLIC I WHEREIN ALSO THE ABSURD- 

^ ITT AND PROFANENESS OF THE SOCINIAN SYSTEM 
IS UNMASKED. 

Consid. I SHOULD be glad to know, if any far- 
ther dispute should arise between us ; how far we 
are to settle the controversy by the Bible : for I sus- 
pect your notions of the Bible are very loose — at 
least as I suppose. 

Wueh. Just so far Sir, as it is consonant with rea- 
^OThj and no farther ; 1 never can believe that which 
contradicts my reason. 

Consid. Indeed Sir, if this be the case, we are 
likely to be terribly misguided ; while reason, among 
^ur ignorant and beniglited race, appears to be so 
much under the influence of prejudice and passion. 
If twenty men of different persuasions be called 
together, however flatly they may contradict each 
Qther, they would all tell you they are guided hij 

Vet. 11. 1 



DIALOGUE XTII. 

Spiief. Well Sir, for all that, I am quite of Mr. 
Wisehead's opinion, that we have no business with 
the Bible, when it flatly contradicts our reason ; 
though in all points we may not understand it. It 
would surely be a fine thing, if we were to believe 
what we cannot comprehend, or else go to hell and 
be damned, 

Consid. Why theu Sir, am I so to understand you 
and Mr. Wisehead, ^s to suppose you are Atheists, 
for you cannot comprehend tjie incomprehensible 
attributes of God ; or that you do not believe your 
own existence, becau^ you cannot understand the 
nature of that existence ? If you and Mr. Wisehead, 
are only to believe the Bible so far as you can com- 
prehend it; that book, in your opinion, is nothing 
better than a mere history of uncertain events ; and 
then, notwithstanding revelation, we have nothing 
left us but to guess at religion as well as we can : 
and what sort of guesswork this has proved, even 
among the most cultivated of the heathen nations, is 
evident enough. 

Wiseh, Sir, I believe the book, which we generally 
call the Bible, is but little more than llie works of 
good men, subject to the same infirmities willi our- 
selves ; who, though they might have written accord- 
ing to the best of their judgments, were still frequently 
warped by their national prejudices, in favor of their 
own religion.* 

Consid. Indeed gentlemen, if the word conversion 
iihould be inapplicable to young Mr. Henry Little- 
worth, yet it cannot be unsuitable to either of you ; 
for Jews and Pagans believe a part of the Bible a3 
well as yourselves, while neither you nor they, give 
any more credit to it, as the Book of Revelation, than 
I do to the History of Robinson Crusoe, 

Sjpitef. Why really Mr. Wisehead, I begin to be 
afraid we are going ratlier too far ; this is making out 
(he Bible to be but little better than an old, ill-writ- 

--^ See Priestly and other Socinian writers, passim^ 
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ten ecclesiastjcal history. Though I don't at all ap- 
prove of Lovegood's notions the more for that. 

fFiseh. Indeed Sir, if you wish to know more cor- 
rectly " my ppinioD, what a Christian is bound to 
believe, with respect to the Scriptures ; I am not 
afraid to answer, that the books, which are universal- 
ly received as authentic, are to be considered as faith- 
ful records of past transactions." — " No Christian is 
answerable for more than this, the writers of the books 
of Scripture were men and therefore fallible : but all 
that we have to do with them, is in the character of 
historians and witnesses of what they heard and saw ; 
of course, their credibility is to be estimated like that 
of other historians, viz. from the circumstances under 
which they wrote, as with respect to their opportu- 
nities of knowing the truth of what they relate, and 
the bia^sses to which they might be subject. Like all 
other historians, they are liable to mistakes, with res- 
pect to things of small moment, because they might 
not give sufficient attention to them; and with respect 
to thpir reasonings, we are fully at liberty to judge 
of them as well as those of other men, by a due eon- 
sideratioQ of the propositions they advance, and the 
arguments they allege." — " And if such men have 
even communications with the Deity, it by no means 
follows that they are in other respects, more wise and 
Igiowing than other men.'^ This point, I suppose 
to be proved by the lame account-f Moses has given of 
the creation and fall of man, having not the means 
of exact information ; so that to suppose, that '^ the 
books of Scripture were written by particular divine 
inspiration, is a thipg to which the writers themselves 
madke no pretensions : it is a notion destitute of all 
proof, and that has done great injury to the evidence 
of Christianity." J As to Paul's Epistles therefore, 

* See Priestly 's Letters to a Philosophical Unbeliever, Part 11. 
Fref. p. xiii. and Let. V. 

t Priestly. 

^ t Priestly's Letters, p. 58, 
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and the other Epistles, I never can admit that the 
authors of them were immediately inspired for the 
purpose of writing them : and many of our rational 
divines have thought them in many instances unintel- 
' ligible and absurd. 

Comid. Well Sir, this is speaking out with a wit* 
ness. I don't think one Deist in teii would have spo- 
ken more decidedly against the Scriptures. Pray 
Sir, if such be your judgment on the Epistles, what 
are we to think of the Gospels? 

Wiseh O Sir ! I have no doubt but all the four 
evangelists, as they are <:alled, were very honest men, 
and that they wrote the " history of Jesus" according^ 
to the best of their judgment ; though we suspect 
their genuine histories have been intermixed with 
many interpolations: and it appears, that '^some 
texts of the Old Testament have been improperly quo- 
ted by writers of the New," who it seems were some* 
times " misled by Jewish prejudices."* Surely there- 
fore, it must be owned, that '' some obscurity is left 
in the Scriptures themselves, which might mislead 
readers, full of Heathen prejudices, and so left, it 
should seem, to whet human industry and the spirit 
of inquiry ;"f and '^ the Bereans are commended for 
not taking the word even of an apostle, but examining 
the Scriptures for thernselves; whether the doctrine 
which they heard was true, and tffhetker Si, PauPs 
reasoning was just, ^^^ Such Sir, are the sentiments 
of all the great divines of our denomination who have 
written on this subject. 

Consid. Are we then to suppose, that the Bereans 
searched the Old Testament Scriptures under any 
other idea, but that their decisions were definitive ? 
I should have thought that when they searched the 
* Scriptures, it was not with a design to examine whe- 
ther they were right, or wrong, but rather that they 

* Theological Repository. See Fallcr's Systems, p. 238, 

t Lindsey's apology, ch. 2. 

i Belsh&m's Sermook on the Importance ofTrothip. ^^^ 
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referred to theoi, as to an infallible guide. If fbey 
had only to look into the lame account Moses has 
givea of matters^ I do not know that any thing but 
CQBfasion could be the result of their diligence. 

Wiseh. Well well Sir, I cannot give up the point : 
we must be guided by our own reason, as it respects 
revelation. 

Cansid. Allow one then Sir, to ask you this plain 
question, If we are to be guided alone by our reason, 
wtiile we are at liberty to doubt every word of Reve- 
lation ; are we to call this Infidelity, or Christianity r 
or is not downright Deism, far mo(e rational and^ con- 
sistent than such sort of Christianity ? 
* Wiseh. O Sir ! we are still believers in the Chris- 
tian religion* 

Consid. Why then, Christian believers are at 
liberty to doubt the certainty of every truth of Reve- 
lation itself; even Jews and Mohammedans believe a 
part of the Bible but deny the rest. I beg leave 
therefore, farther to ask, if this be Christianity, what 
is Infidelity ?* 

fViseh. Sir, the question is easily answered ; some 
few infidels doubt, whether there ever was such a 
person as Jesus Chri^ ; and others of them think 
there is no future state ; but we all believe there will 
be a future state, and thaf there was such a person as 
Jestis^ the son of Mary ; but then we do not conceive 
ourselves bound to believe the story of his miraculous 
conception, or his^re-existenee, as it is called ; or the 

* When Dr, Priestly had made this counfry too hot to hold him, 
by his bad politics and infidel principles, (however the treatment 
he met with is to be lamented,) he went to America ; from thence, 
in a letter to Mr. Belsham, dated April 23, 1813, speaking of Mr. 
Jefferson, their former Plresident, he observes, that he (Mr. J.) 
is generally considered as an unbeliever, t. e. an infidel. If so^ 
(adds the Dr.) h£ cawhot bs par prom trs. Their own ac* 
Knowledgment is qaite sufficient, a Socinian is the next Jdoor neigh- 
bour to an infidel. Mr. William Wells, a Boston infidel ; in a let- 
ter to Mr. B, says,*^ Unitarianism consists, rather, in nut believing." 
It ahallbe left with them to rebut the charge if they can. A ni:m 
that does Bot believe is an infidel. 
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Strange, inconsistent, mysterious doctrine of the Trin- 
ity : and among other "corruptions of ChristiaDity/'' 
contrary to what we esteem the rational and *' the 
true Gospel of Christ," we reject what is commonly 
called the doctrine of the atonement: "in every 
shape, and under every modification of it, it is un- 
founded in the Christian revelation."* Nor can we 
believe, that there is any such being as the Holy 
Spirit. Consequently we have nothing to^ do with 
the abstruse notion of regeneration, or as it is called, 
the work of the iSpirit } we believe that such sort of 
expressions are to lie taken as oriental, figures^ or as 
" tropical language ;" and that it only means a good 
disposition. We therefore, consequently deny the 
popular doctrine of original sin,f as^ there is quite as 
much virtue as vice in the world : we have no doubt 
at all, as to the devil, that he is entirely a fabulous 
character; and as to what is said concerning those 
who are possessed of the devil, it were irrational to 
suppose, that it could mean any thing farther than 
that " they were mad, or had hysteric fits :" as to the 
existence of angels, 'though there ^re frequent allu- 

* Bfelsham's Caution against Popular Errors, p. 15. Perempto- 
\y assertions, and positive denials, ar« the principal weapons of a 
Sooiuian. " . 

t Mr. Blesham in his discourse against what he calls Popular 
Errors, and from which Mr. Wlsehead is now making extracts^ 
speaking against original sin, insinuates, as though we beliered 
in the damnation of infants. Can he be so k;uorant of matters of 
fact, as not to know, that the insinuation is utterly false ? J I think 
he must know how almost universally it is admitted among the 
people he thus slanders, that the imputation of the first Adam's 
^uilt is entirely done away, by the imputation of the second Adam's 
righteousness, among all those, who have not sinned wilfully or de- 
liberately, after the similitude of Adam's transgression. We shall 
presently see other methods adopted, to evade the awfiil truth of 
man's depravity, as held forth in Scripture, and evidence by uni- 
rersal experience ; but I think the reader will not be a little stru^^c 
with horror and surprise, when he notes the following extract 
from the above-mentioned sermon. *^ This abominable doctrine 
' [Original Sin] represents the wise and righteous Oovemor of the 
Universe^ as a more savage tyrant^ than the most merciless despot 
(hat ever cursed the human race^^ p. 19. Such is the horrid lan»- 
^uage of one of those gentlemeawho wished to be famed for (heir 
moderation \\\ 
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sions to it in the New Testament," yet it is " a doc- 
trine that cannot be proved or made probable from 
THE LIGHT OF NATURE ;" and what have we got to 
do with the New Testament, while it contradicts the 
light of natttre f Notwithstanding therefore the atlu- 
sion^ we choose to say, ^' this is no where taught as a 
doctrine of revelation. Ajudicious Christian there- 
fore will discard it from his creed ; and that, not only 
as a groandless, but as a useless and pernicious tenet, 
which tends to diminish our regard to the omniscient, 
omnipotent, and omnipresent God, and to excite su- 
perstitions respect to, and unreasonable expectations 
irom^ imaginary and fictitious beings.*" When 
therefore, we hear how Jesus was tempted of the 
devil in the wilderness, it was, (for we always talk 
very rational in our way,) only^ an allusion to afi^ti^ 
tious being ; and the proper, and most rational mean- 
ing is, that he was fighting with some good and bad 
thoughts which alternately possessed him ; but such 
ivere the Eastern metaphors and Oriental figures 
then in use.f 

* Belsham's Caution, p. 21. 

t There is a very curious, though almost forgotten paper, in 
which the Unitarians, as they call themselves, in opposition to those 
who hold the doctrine of the ever blessed Trinity, expressly claim 
kindred with the Mahometans. It is an address from two English 
ftocinians or Arians, (it matters little -which,) "in their ownnames^ 
and in that of a multitude of their persuasion," whom thy style '^ a 
wise and religious sort of people," to the Morocco ambassailpr at 
the court of Charles the 2nd, and is entitled, " An Epistle Dedi^ 
catory, to his illustrious Excellency, Ameth Ben Ameth, Embassa- 
dor of the Mighty Emperor of Fez and Morocco, to Charles 2nd, 
King of Great Britain." 

In this ** Epistle Dedicatory," they teH his Mahometan EzoeUen- 
cy that the faith of his countrymen and sect is much purer in the 
article "touching the belief of an only sovereign God," and ** many 
other wholesome doctrines," than the faith of either Papal or Pro«» 
testant Christendom : seeing that about these docrinea in whioh 
^hey, the Mahometans, ♦* persevere," this, our western part of the 
'world, the British isles and European continent, " are declined into 
several errors from the integrity of their predecessors." And thev 
** heartily salute and congratulate his Excellency and aU who 
were with him, as votaries and fellow- worshippers of that sole 
supreme deity of the Almighty Father and Creator." Observe, 
they are not "fellow worshippers" with Christians in this matter, ^ 
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Coimd. Then Sir, might k, pot bave SQUftded i^ill 
iiiare raltonoZ, bad you made it out, that be was fight- 
ing With two Eastern metaphors,, or Orieiital Sgipres ? 
that when the angel spoke to Zacbaf ias about the 
birth of John, the forerunner of our Lord, be should 
not bave «aid, ^' I am Gabriel," but ^' I am an Orien- 
tal figure?" and that it was nothing but. an Oriental 
figure thai spoke to Mary on tbe same subject ? and 
that Eastern metaphors, or Oriental figures afi^eared 
unto the shepherds, and sang '' Glory to God in the 
highest, on earth peace, good will towards men ;" and 
then again, that our Lord bad anotber meeting of 
these Eastern metaphors and Oriental figures in the 

joice and thank his Divine Bounty that hath preserved the Empe- 
ror of Morocco and his people,'^ beings Mahometans, in the ei(cel<- 
lent luiowkdge of that tri^th, already mentioned, -which the Chris- 
tian world, it seems had lost ; and they assure his EzceUency, which 
is a certain veriety, that in those important points," viz. the Unita« 
rian doctrines concerning^ God, they '^ draw ni^her to the Mahome- 
tans, than all other Protestant or Papal Christians." And they 
fartb'ermere state to his Excellency, that they ^^ are their," the 
Mahometans, *^ nearest felUw champions for those truths :" and 
moreover, ^ that God had raised up their Mahomet to defend the 
same tiuth ;" viz. " the faith of one Supreme God with the sword, 
as a scourge on those idolizing Christians," i. e. all who believe in 
the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ ; even as " they, with their 
Unitarian brethren," had been accustomed to defend it with their 
pens. Behold a ** defender of the faith," far goodlier than Henry 
the Vllltb, and much dearer to the Unitanans than any of his suc- 
cessors, not excepting Edward the V[th, or William of Orange I 
Behold an ancient and avowed alliance ; the sword of Mahomet 
and the Unitarian pen !" All this and more in a style of fawning 
compliment, from a set of professed Christians to an ambassador of 
the gftat Imposture : who probably honoured their two representa- 
tives, the instant their backs were turned, with the ordinary loving 
appellation of ^ Christian dogs." 

The whole of this precious " Epistle," is perfixed to Leslie's 
♦' Sotanian controversy discussed.*' Theol. Works, Vol. L 207 — 

211.- 

Such an acknowledged coincidence between Unitarianism and 
Mahometanism, goes far to justify the assertion, that there is n^ 
very wide dijQerence between Unitarians and Deists. But we are 
not left to construction or inference on this head. The affinity is dis- 
tinctly avowed by no iess a personage than the Colossal English 
Sooinian, the late Dr. Joseph Priestley, in a letter to his friend, Mr. 
Belsham, dated *' Northumberland, April 23, 1813,'' ipeakii^ Qf 
Mr. Jefferson, former President of the United States, the Doctor 
observes, that he (Mr. Jefferson) is generally considered as an an* 
believer, i. e. an infidel. *^ If so however he cannot be far from us." 
Here 18 a fair and full confession, that infidelity and SoainiaBisi^ 
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mount of transfiguration? that an Eastern metaphor 
opened the prison in which Peter was confined, and 
that an Oriental figure knocked off his fetters f that 
Paul was coeverted at the sight of these Eastern me- 
taphors ? that Stephen saw somewhat of the like sort 
when he was stoned ? and that an Eastern metaphor 
stood by Paul when near shipwrecked? And if these 
be not enough,! coald give you some farther lacubra- 
tions on your rational way of explaining these Eas- 
tern metaphors.* 

are near neigfhboun ; er else, a person aUowed to be an infidel, 
would be ^ far off" from a Socinian, which Dr. Priestly says is not 
the fact. We say so too, and that they had moch better shake 
hands at once, than keep up an unmeaning warfare : especially as 
Wiliam Wells, £sqaire of Boston, a gentleman of talents and a 
scholar, *^ whose zeal," to quote Mr. Belsham, ^^ whose zeal for 
tJ^uth," i. e. Socinianism, ^ is beyond all praise," has told us in a let- 
ter to Mr.B. March 31, 1812, '^ that Unitarianism consists rather in 
not belieylng ! 1" Now if faith is so essential to the character of 
true ChnstrianSf that word of their God denominates them from 
that Tery thing, belierers ; then, the Unitarians, themselves being 
judges, are far enough from Christians ! See Dr. Mason's admira- 
ble publication on Catholic Communion, p. 98, &c. » 

* The Socinians suppose they have a right to take such prepoS' 
teroua liberties on this subject, because these spiritual existences are 
described as being *^ powers and virtues;" therefore they are not 
real existences, but figurative allusion^ We will produce a few 
more passages, where the real existence of such spirits is positively 
mentioned, and then we shall see how far common sense will be- 
friend them in their rational religion. 

Beelzebub, the prince of the devils — the prince of the eastern me- 
taphors. 

Unto which of the Angels (oriental figures) said he at any time. 
This day havd I begotten thee ; Let the Angels of God (eastern 
metaphors) worship him ? 

Our Lord cast out a whole legion of eastern metaphors from the 
man among the tombs, aud that it was several of these tropical 
figures that possessed two thousand swine at the same time, and to 
alarm them in such a manner, as to drive them into the sea. 

^Whether there be thrones, dominions, principalities, and 
powers ?" All tropical languge — only eastern metaphors. 

Christ ^^ spoiled principalities and powers i"" he spoiled eastern 
metaphors and oriental figures. 

The ministering spirits ^ sent forth to minister unto those who 
shall be heirs of salvation," these are also to be understood as non- 
entities or oriental figures. 

** The angels (oriental figures) who kept not their first estate.'* 

** There was fire prepared for the devil and his angels" (for an 
i^f^tem metaphor and hia ctrlental figure8)-^But enoi^h ©f this 
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Wiseh, Sir, all our great divines lire not quite of 
the same way of thinking, concerniog these ipatters; 
for some of them have tbought, that St. Paul when 
he couceived he saw the vision, was under a tempo- 
rary derangement ; and perhaps Stephen might have 
had a short phrenzy fit like Paul ; and as for tbe 
story of the temptation of Jesu« in the wilderaesSi 
that has been supposed to be nothing more than the 
narrative of a vision — or " a scenicai exhibition of 
images upon the mind of the entranced prophet. ^^^ 

Consid, So that it is to be supposed, that Christ 
slept forty days and forty nights, and afterwards re- 
lated his dreams. 

Wiseh, Sir, such is the way our divines have solved 
the difficulty. 

from the New Testament, by way of g:ivmg a fair specimen of the 
wisdom of those, who can bestow such high complimentii on them- 
selves, and on the rationality of their religion. 

A few instances from tbe Old Testament shall also be given, as 
farther embellishments of these rational evasions. 

An angel appeared to Manoah, foretold the birth of Samuel, and 
instructed him respecting his education : his appearance was very 
terrible or glorious ; he did wondroufly, and in the flame of a sac- 
rifice ascended into glory. All thi« was done by an easterly meta- 
phors. 

An angel was commissioned to punish Israel with a tremendous 
plague, when Dayid numb^ed the people ; it is said ** the angel 
of the Lord stretched out his hand." N. B. Eastern metaphors 
have got hands ; and again, the Angel of the Lord stood between 
the earth and the heaven, having a drawn sword hi his hand. 
N. B. Tropical figures carry drawn swords. We are farther told. 
The angel of the Lord stood by the threshing-floor of Araunah 
the Jebusite. N. B. These standings, and moving?, and actings* 
were all accomplished by an eastern metaphor. 

The angel of the Lord that encamped around his people, 
when he brought them out of Egypt, first stood before them, and 
then went behind them ; strange, that nothing but a tropical figure 
should have had such an influence on Paraoh and all his hosts ! 

Again. Abraham had a visit from three of these eastern meta- 
phoi's, and he was so sure of their positive existence, that he pre- 
pared an entertainment for them. While the plentiful repast was 
all in the eastern style ; and very properly, for he had to entertain 
three eastern metaphors. There was also a long conversation held 
between these eastern metaphors and Abraham, Sarah, and Lot ; 
and we are told of the great care they all took to deliver the righ- 
teous man out of Sodom. This is a notable proof what a wonder- 
ful boQk vill be exhibited before the world, when their rational 

'f' Garwood's New T«ik«meQt, 
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Consid. Do you mean by all this, to prove that 
your system, if it deserves the dame, has nothing to 
do with infidelity ?* 

' Wiseh. Sir, we disown the charge, we are not such 
io^lels as to deny the divine mission of Jesas ; though 

commeat updit the Scripttires^ shaU appear o illuminate the hu- 
man mind. 

The last instance which we will produce, out of a large variety, 
tiiall be taken from the history of Balaam. The ass of the sooth- 
sayer Was thrice opposed by the angel of the Lord, i. e, by an eastern 
metaphor, and by this means he crushed his foot against the wall. 
The Lord spoke unto him, as through the mouth of the ass, and 
thus " forbade the madness of the prophet." V^hat a strange timid 
ass mast Balaam's ass have been, to have been so afraid of a tropical 
figure ; or What stupid asses must those be who thus interpret tht 
word of God? or what brainless asses we all, must be, to abide 
by intelrpretatiotn so preposterous and absard ? And if this be 
not safflciettt to^xp<fte the folly of the sadusaiac spirit of the day, 
nothing is. 

* Had Mr. Considerate entered mofe deeply into the controversy, 
toyargimig from the authority of the Scriptures against the senti- 
ments of Mr. Wisehead, according to his new notions of the volume 
of inspiration, it could have been of no avail ; for if men of such 
sentiments cannot succeed, by quirks and quibbles, and by the aid 
of the most unoatuml far-fetched interpretations, the next business 
is to invalidate the book itself^ agreeably to the samples above 
given : so that it is impossible to deal with a Socinian, but as you, 
woald with a Deist. The arguments, therefore, taken up by 
Lardner on the credibility of the Gospels, and again lately brought 
forward against the Deists by Paley,t will prove the best answers 
against the Socinian notions of the Bible. And I think those mo- 
dem perverters of Christianity, must know, how widely they differ 
from the primitive Christians as it relates to the authority of the 
sacred volume. Brevity allows me to mention only some of the 
expressions during the first a^es of the church, as they are to be 
found in Paley, p. i^30— 82. Theophilus, Bishop of Antioch, 
says, " these things the holy Scriptures teach, and all who were 
Tnoved by the Holy Spirit.^'' — ^^* Concerning the righteousness which 
the law teaches, the like things are to be found in the Prophets and 
the Gospels, because that all being inspired, spoke by one and the 
same Spirit." They are, therefore, frequently called the divine 
Scriptures — ^^ the sacred fountain of truth :" and Origen ^against 
Celsus) declares, that both Jewish and New Testament Scriptures, 
are believed in the Churches to be divine, 

Novatus says, « That Christ is not ©oly man, but God also, is 
{»rored by the sacred authority of the divine writings. — The divine 

t Though no man has written better respecting' the authenticity of 
revelation, yet few have gone so far in giving up many of the divine 
truths therein contained. His latter publications however evidently ^ 

manifem a nearer approach to the essentuil doetrinea of the Gospe I. y| 



we believe be is in bimself to be considered '^ as a 
mere man, the son of Joseph and Mary, naturally, as 
weaky as fallible, and as peccable as- other men, 
possessed of no natural advantages over bis father 
Joseph, or any other man in a similar situation in life 
in Judea :* yet, that he was commissioned by the 
Supreme Being, to instruct mankind in pure princi- 
ples of morality, so far as be understood them ; for 
^' though we admit that Jesus taught the truth in ^ 
popular way, yet we very much doubt, whether in 
some instances, he properly and accurately under- 
stood it!! !"t 

Comid. Is this the voice of Mr. Wisebead, or the 
ghost of some departed iniSdel, that is uttering such 
dangerous and profane insinuations against the per- 
son a!id even moral character of our blessed Lord f 
If this be his just character, what good can we get 
by following such an uncertain leader ? and wh^t caa 
we expect from the Bible itself, but that it will dis* 
tract and puzsle the minds of all who read it f 

Wiseh. Dear Sir, I am sorry you should be so 
alarmed, but I only meant to soften matters, by 
showing you, that' it is no wonder if those well-inten" 
tioned men, who became the followers of Jesus, who 
was a fallible and peccable man and had only a 
popular way of preaching what he did noi properly 

Scripture easily detects and coDfutes the frauds of heretics )" and 
he calls them *' The hearenly Scriptures which never deceive.'*^ 
Farther, in all the controversies between the Arians, Athanasians, 
and the admirers of Origen's platonic notions, however some of 
them differed from the truths contained in the Scriptures, yet they 
always acknowledg^ed theirdecision was definitive : "Thatthey were 
the certain guide to truth g^venfor that purpose by God himself: 
'The divinely inspired Scriptures.^ I therefore observe that the mo- 
dem notion of the Bible, as it is now before us, presents us with one 
•f the boldest attacks ever yet made on its sacred authority, and it 
is unsupported by all writers, aimost in every age of the Church ; 
nor can they produce in support of such sentiments, any other argu- 
mentHhan bold, unqualified assertions from their own authority. 
Had they searched into antiquity, they would have been more mo* 
deflt, and betten taught. 

* Priestley's tetters to Dr. Horne, p. 21. 

t Priestley en Necessity. 
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Mnd aceatately understand: I say it cannot be won- 
dered at, if they also blunderedT, and mistook matters 
still more frequently than their Master. 
^ti^Mrs Toog. Why Mr. Wisehead, you quite shock 
me I It appears as though you believed next to nothing 
about our blessed Saviour, or that there is scarcely 
either God or devil — though I don't join in with Mr. 
Lovegood, and his followers, in running down all 
VMin^s merits ; yet I am sure, I don't know what we 
should do without our Saviour's merits also, to make 
up our deficiences, after we have done our duty as 
well as we can. 

Consid. Why madam, I am not a little alarmed, 
as well as yourself; for according to this, almost the 
whole of Christianity, allowed by reason, is, whether 
Jesus Christ was a good man or an impostor ; and 
even that is a matter of doubt, Tor now it seems he is 
peccable as well as fallible. Do you mean to prove 
that Christ was wicked as well as weak f 

Wiseh, Sir, I think I can make it out, that Jesus 
was actually peccable as well as fallible, though you 
seem to be so shocked at our '' true Gospel," and 
rational notions of religion; and of this, I will give you 
an instance. He frequently accommodatedhis doctrine 
to the vulgar errors of the day : and I have before 
observed, that the doctrine of angels and devils, was 
a pernicious tenet, and which tended to diminish our 
regard to the omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent 
God ; and though Jesus was his mere servant, yet " he 
seems to use the word soul, as though expressive of 
something distinct from the body ; but if he did, 
which however is not certain, he might do it in con- 
formity vnth the prevailing opinion of the times, in the 
same manner as he applies being possessed of de- 
mons to madmen, and speaks to madmen, as if they 
were actuated by evil spirits, though he certainly 
did not believe the eocistence of such demons,* 

Consid. I think Sir, you have now done the busi- 

* Priestly OQ Mattel and Spirit, 

Vol. n. 2 
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ness comp]etdy« Accordbig to your doctrine the «rt 
of a Jesuit could scarcely equal the designs of Jesus 
Christ; and if the author of Christianity founded his 
religion by such gross impositions on the credulijy^ 
and weakness of mankind, the sooner we renounce it 
the better. 

Spitef. Though I hate Lovegood's enthusiasm, yet 
I think you are almost as far gone in infidelity, as he 
is in enthusiasm. I really did not suppose that your 
rational religion, would have brought you to all this ! 

fViseh, Sir I am only '^ removing the rtt&it^A which 
loads and disgraces the foundation." * 

Consid. It appears to me, as if you were not only 
clearing away what you call rubbish, but foundation 
and all ; but have you done Sir f 

TViseh, No Sir ; I confess there are other erroneous 
and irrational notions which we equally disapprove : 
for instance, '' The doctrine of an intermediate state, 
or a state of conscious existtnce between death and 
the resurrection ;" this must be *^ discarded, if we are 
desirous to regulate our faith by the standard of rea- 
son^ of truth, and of Christianity. "f 

Consid. Of Christianity ! Why did not St. Paul 
say that he desired to depart, or as he explains it, 
not to abide in the flesh ; that he might be with 
Christ ? 

fViseh. O Sir ! I have before said that Paul was 
very weak and inconclusive in what he advanced; but 
I don't think this was the doctrine of the founder of 
Christianity. 

Coiisid. Why did not Christ himself say to the 
thief, " This day thou shalt be with me in Para- 
dise?" 

fViseh. O Sir ! but you have not considered the 
proper rational interpretation of that text, as given 
by our learned divines ; they only just alter the stop, 
and then it reads — " Verily I say unto thee this day j 
--«thou shalt be with me in Paradise." 

Consid. This is indeed, a capita! proof of the 

* Belsham's Caution. t Belsham's Caution. 
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ratUmalUy of yoar divioes ! but do they mean tbig as 
an argameut, or a joke? for according to this, I might 
say to a poor man who wa$ half starving, " Verily 
I say unto you this dliy ; — I will give you a loaf of 
bread. "And when for several days I delay my pro- 
mise while he accuses me of a breach of my word, I 
have nothing to do but to say, he did not understand 
my stops ; and that I was not bound to fulfil my pro- 
mise for a month after I had made it." And again, — 
if a physician says — " To-day I say ; I'll visit such a 
poor man, ill of a fever;" but still delays till his pa- 
tient dies, and is accused of cruelty; yet all this 
arose from their neglect, in not observing where the 
physician designed to have made his stops. The 
same sort of joke also (for 1 cannot call it argument) 
has been played off by your divines, on the words of 
Thomas when be solemnly appealed to our Lord, 
and said, " My Lord and my God !" as if it was said 
i» a fit ff sudden surprise, and meant nothing. The 
exclamation can therefore only be accounted for, on 
the profane principle of '^ taking the Lord's name in 
vain." But it is well known that the Jews, even with 
a superstitious awe, abstained from mentioning the 
Lobd's name, lest at any time they should take his 
sacred name in vain. 

Wiseh, O Sir! if you do not like this interpreta- 
tion ; you should remember that I have already pro- 
ved, that Jesus was both fallible ^mA peccable; so that 
in this respect also, he might be under the necessity 
('* though I do not think that our Lord or his apostles 
rightly understood the doctrine of necessity,"*) of 
saying something he did not believe^ in conformity to 
the prevailing opinion of the times. 
' Consid. Ah Sir ! what shocking language is this ! 
Did then our holy Redeemer not only preach lies, but 
even die with a lie in his mouth ? And is all this to 
prove you are no infidel ? Could any infidel upon 
earth advance a doctrine more abominable and pro- 
fane ? And can you wonder that so many of your sen- 

* Priestley on Necessity- 
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timents make such an easy transition into downright 
infidelity itself? ^ 

Spitef, [To Wisehead.] Why I confess, what Mr. 
Considerate says has a deal of truth in it ; for Jack 
Pert, a saucy young fellow, who goes to your meet- 
ing, came into my school-room, while I was writing 
a paper for the Anti-jacobin Review, took up one of 
the school boy's old Bibles and said, that in his opi- 
nion the truth lay between the Deists and Socinians, 
though he was not quite wise enough to fix the exact 
line of demarcation between them. I always thought 
that you Dissenters go a devilish* deal too far. 1 
can't make you out ; some of you are infidels, while 
others are downright enthusiasts ; but I never go into 
any of your conventicles. 

Consid. 1 wish Mr. Spiteful, you would not inter- 
rupt our conversation just for the present, I have a 
few more questions to ask Mr. Wisehead. [To Mr. 
Wisehead.] Pray Sir, have you any more» rubbish 
to clear away ? 

fViseh. Yes Sir, " the obligation of sabbatical in- 
stitutions." 

Consid. Is that rubbish also ? 

Wiseh. Rubbish Sir, it is all Jewish rubbish, ^* that 
one day should be more holy than another : or that 
any occupation whatever, that is morally lawful on 
one day, should be morally unlawful on another, is a 
distinction unfounded in reason^ wholly unauthorised 
by Jesus and his apostles, and unknown in the primi- 
tive and purest ages of the church. *'f 

Consid. Why, then there would be no great harm 
directly as your Doctor, or Mr. Smirking, gets out 
of the pulpit, if all three of you were to run together 
to the play-house. But what a wonderfql knack you 
gentlemen have of proving your point, by bold un- 

* No wonder that this was a fairouritQ expression of Mr. Spiteful 
and the Anti-jacobin Reviewers, both beinj; under the influence of 
such a devilish disposition. 

t Belsham's Caution, p. 26. How contemptible is the cant of 
these men, to talk about the primitire and pure ages of the church. 
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qualified assertions, and then resorting to a proud 
conceit of your own rationality to support them ! 
According to my reading however, the abstinence 
from menial labour, that we might devote ourselves 
to God one day in sev^n^ was ordained from the very 
creation of the world ; and is therefore no new insti- 
tution belonging to the Jewish economy ; and this, 
which also was from tlie very first, has been as inva- 
riably observed through the Christian dispensation. 
I am not a little surprised at the quick riddance you 
make of what you gentlemen call rubbish ; and to be 
plain with you Sir, I fear if you and the rest of your 
rational fraternity, can get rid of that sacred day of 
rest, so solemnly urged upon us throughout the word 
of God, I question if the little morality that exists 
among us, will not soon be destroyed; while the plen- 
tiful revival of the hangman's trade, will be the na- 
tural result. 

Wisih. O shocking, Mr. Considerate ! is it possible 
that you can entertain such an opinion of our ration- 
al religion, as all that.'^ 

Consid, Yes Sir, and matters of fact prove the 
point. How many at the gallows have confessed that 
by sabbath-breaking they were introduced into all 
other criminal excesses that brought them to such a 
fatal end ? and if such sort of preaching were as 
universal as it is pestilential, the result would be 
dreadful. 

Wisek. Though you take me up so warmly, yet I 
have only followed a great author* in our way, in 
what he calls rubbish. 

Consid. And perhaps you have yet some more 
rubbish to clear away. I have a curiosity to hear 
the last of it. 

fViseh. Why I remember the last thing he men- 
tioned as rubbish was, ^* the plenary inspiration of 
all the books both of the Jewish and Christian scrip- 
tures, which he esteems an error, that an infuiditiv^ 

* Belsham. 
2* 



VV BIALOGtJE XVII. 



znd judicious Christian, will see abundant reason to 
discard."* 

Consid. I think that has been plentifully settled 
already. If the greatest prophet in all the Bible, was 
but a fallible and peccable man^ no wonder that we 
have nothing better than a lame account of matters 
from the rest of them ; so that from the Bible itself, 
the worst of errors have originated. Millions have 
positively been misguided thereby. Where one per* 
son is set right, at least a hundred have been led 
wrong by the same book, and in a variety of in- 
stances ; and so grossly misguided, as that a mere 
man is almost universally worshipped as the eternal 
God; and consequently, such have fallen into the 
grossest idolatry, by the ill-judged language of its 
mistaken authors. Is not this making out the Bible 
to be the worst written book in the world, which is 
only to be understood by a set of the most extrava- 
gant and far-fetched interpretations, invented by a set 
of men, who are pleased to set themselves up as be- 
ing more ratioifial than the rest of their neighbours ^ 
But have you pow done with your rubbish Sir ? 

Wiseh. Not quite Sir ; for another admired writer 
of ours, speaks about some strange and irrational no- 
tions respecting heaven, as being rubbish. 

Consid, What! then are our expectations of heaven 
and glory, to be esteemed rubbbish } 

Wiseh. Why Sir, you know there are some vision- 
ary notions, about intellectual happiness, swimming 
upon the surface of some people's brains, about a 
heaven independent of a material existence ; and as 
our reason will not allow us to suppose there is any 
existence, but that which is material ; so we conse- 
quently expect a material heaven, made up at least 
of iome of the same enjoyments we have in our pre- 

* BeUham's Caution, p. 27. So that there are no inquisitive and 
judicious Christiana, excepting those who can roivAll the abomina- 
ble lengths of Mr. Belsham and his admirers. Is this the language* 
of modesty ignl reason, Or of arrogance and empty pride ? 
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sent state. We have no notion of that superangelic 
state of happiness, which some people are so fond of 
ialking of. 

Consid, Then it should seem your notions of heaven, 
are very nearly similar to that of another great divine 
in the east, from whence the metaphors come. Doctor 
Mohammed, who was also, in many other points, of 
your way of thinking ; and he was quite as much a 
believer in Jesus, as a great prophet, as yourselves. 
Count Swedenburgh has also diverted his admirers 
with the same sort of speculation respecting his views 
of a material' heaven. Sir, will you entertain us a 
Tittle longer with a farther descant on your material 
heaven ? 

Miss Polly, (overhears.) Well, I confess I should 
like such a sort of heaven as yours best ; I should 
not like to be psalm-singing and serving God to all 
eternity. I don't know what introducement we should 
have to go to heaven, if we had not something better 
than all that. 

Miss Prateap. And I should like the same sort of 
heaven as you do, Miss Polly. I should be afraid 
heaven would be a strange melancholy and mopish 
place if we had nothing better than religion. 

' Consid. But ladies, I hope you won't interrupt 
Mr. Wisehead in giving us a farther description of 
his expected heaven ; I rather suppose he'll make it 
out to be a very curious place. 

fViseh. Sir, though you seem to ridicule my notions 
of a future state ; yet I shall not be afraid to give you 
a full j view of the h^piness expected after the resur- 
rection, by those of our denomination, in the words of 
one of our wisest and most rational divines : " The 
change of our condition by death, says this author, 
may not be so great as we are apt to imagine. As our 
natures will not be changed, but only mprovedj we 
have no reason to think that the future world (which 
will be adapted to our merely improved nature) will 
be materially different from this. And indeed why 
should we ask, or expect any thing more } If we i 



should still be obliged to provide for our sobsisteiice 
by exerqise, or labour; is that a thing to be complained 
of by those, who are supposed to have acquired fixed 
habits of industry, becoming rational beings, and who 
have never been able to bear the languor of absolute 
rest, or indolence i Our future happiness has with 
much reason been supposed to arise from an increase 
of knowledge. But if we should have nothing more 
than the means of knowledge furnished us as we have 
here, and be left to our own labour to find it out, is 
that to be complaind of by those, who will have ac- 
quired both a love of truths and a habit of inquiring 
after it? To make discoveries ourselves, though the 
search may require time and labour, is unspeakably 
more pleasing than to learn every thing by the infor- 
mation of others. If the immortality that is promised 
to us in the Gospel, should not be necessary and 
absolute, and we should only have the certain means of 
making ourselves immortal, we should have much to 
be thankful for. What the scriptures inform us con- 
cerning a future life, is expressed in general terms, 
and often in figurative language. A more particular 
knowledge of it is wisely concealed from us."* 

Mrs Toog. 'Las Sir! I think you must be of the 
Sadducees' religion ; for when I was reading the 
psalms and lessons the other day, I minded how our 
Lord contradicted the wicked notion of the Sadducees 
about heaven ; how that we then shall '^ neither 
marry, nor be given in marriage, but be as the 
Angels of -God." 

Wiseh. Our great divine, madam, has not settled 
that point; but the business about angels has been 
completely settled ; they are only allusions to imagi- 
nary beings; so that the fallible and peccable man 
Jesusy either ^Jirough ignorance mistook^ or through 
design misled, the people into one of the populm' 
Errors of the day. 

* Priestly 's Sermon on the Death of Mr. Robinson^ p. irR 
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Mrs Toog. Why Mr. Wisehead, this talk is as bad 
as common cursing and swearing. 

Consid. I think Madam, it is much worse thaU 
common cursing and swearing; for what is said on 
these occasions to prove our blessed God and Saviour 
was a fallible andpeccahle man^ has been done after 
the most mature and deliberate consideration ; and 
such serious charges against him, must be the most 
blasphemous and profane ; while at the same time, 
\i is urged, from those who pretend to serve a fallible 
and peccable man, as the great prophet of the Christian 
church. I should certainly prefer reason to the Bible, 
if It can be proved that such a man, who has mlfully 
and deliberately deceived the people, contrary to his 
own judgment, is supposed to be the principal cha- 
racter of that book. I am sure, that downright Deism 
is iiiuch preferable to such sort of Christianity ; but 
I think, you are now nearly arrived at the end of your 
journej' ; nothing is left but that you should positively 
deny the miracles of our Lord, and the resurrection, 
which in my opinion, is still more beyond the reach 
of reason, than any other doctrine of revelation ; and 
than you will be as complete a Deist as Hume, Grib- 
bon, or the vulgar, blasphemous Tom Paine. 

Wiseh. Why Sir, 1 hope you do not think me so 
far gone from the Christian religion as all that ^ 

Consid. Why have not the Jews themselves ac- 
knowledged that you have renounced the Christianity 
their soul abhors ?* and are not infidels your ad- 
mirers ? Thus, while we are left to the mere guidance 
of reason and nature, see what we get by attempting 
to correct the supposed errors of the Bible : and into 
what a labyrinth we are led by attempting to bring 
that book to our reason, instead of submitting our 
reason to the Bible. But while you conceive your- 
self at liberty thus to triumph in the powers of rea- 
son, over the truths of revelation, let me ask you, 
how far you can farther triumph on the effects of such 

* See Levi's Letters to Priestley. 
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preacblng over the hearts and conduct of the muFtr^ 
tude of notorious sinners, that abound in our land f 

Wiseh. Sir, that is not our fault, but the fault of 
those who won't come to hear our ministers. Though 
we are sure our religion is rationul^ yet we lameut it 
is not popular. But I hope Sir, we shall always 
make it evident, that we halve too much respect to 
our characters, to court the applause of the vulgar, in 
order that our ministers may be registered among the 
popular preachers of the day. 

Spitef, Well said Mr. Wisehead. Though I don'.t 
like you in all points, yet I do in this. I should be 
ashamed to be followed by such a mob as have taken 
to run after Lovegood, for the sake of hearing his ex- 
temporaneous rant. Why they say his Parish is made 
like a horse fair on a Sunday, by a set of people gal- 
loping after him from every quarter. 

Consid. Ah ! Mr. Spiteful, you never need fear 
the contempt of being a popular preacher. 

Wiseh. A wise and judicious preacher never can 
expect to be popular, as the common people are not 
likely to understand him. I don't think it is a proof 
that a man is a good preacher, because he is popular, 
or that a man is a bad preacher, because he is not 
followed by the inconsiderate multitude. 

Consid. What then, is it a sign that a man is a good 
preacher, because he has scarcely any one to hear him ? 
and is a man a bad preacher, because he is well at- 
tended ? Pray Sir, what is the end of preaching ? I 
should suppose, to instruct the ignorant. But if the 
ignorant can't understand the preacher, and will not 
even give him a hearing, because of his sppposed 
wisdom and learning, where can be the good of it* 
It is said of our Lord himself, that ^^ the common 
people heard him gladly :" and no wonder at it ; " for 
he taught as one having authority, and not as the 
scribes : and it is said of the preaching of John the 
Baptist, << that Jerusalem and all Judea, and the 
regions round about went after him." Were they 
b^ preachers, because they were popular ? Is not 
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tiiac man tbe best preacher, who does the most good ? | 

The questioD therefore has not been answered, but 
rather^'evaded, as it respects the utility of such a mode j 

of preaching. 

ffiseh. Really Sir, our Doctor, and Mr, Smirking 
do their best endeavours, and if they have not been 
successful in reclaiming the vicious from the error of 
their ways ; yet we hope that others who are already 
virtaoiis, are kept in the ways of virtue. 

Consid* It should seem then, that your way of 
doing good, is that you do no harm ; and it would be 
strange indeed, if by all your lectures against the de- 
forcnity of vice, and on the beauties of morality, the 
people should lose tbe little they already possessed. 
Bat when you talk of the best endeavours being ex- 
erted, why is it that they are exerted all in vain, as 
it respects the salvation of man from sin f I think Sir, 
I can tell you the cause of it. All Bible truths and 
Bible language, are kept out of the question. Of 
what avail was all tbe moral philosophy among the 
heathens ; and of what avail is all the heathenish 
bare-weight morality, among too many, professing 
Christianity in the present day, where the preaching 
of tbe Gospel, which alone is, " tbe power of God 
UDto salvation," is omitted ? 

Wiseh. ** The power of God «nto salvation !" Up- 
on my word Sir, that sounds like a very odd expres- 
sion. What am I to understand by it ? 

Consid. Why Sir, it is one of the odd expressions 
found in St. Paul's Epistle to the Romans ; but as 
those epistles are so low in your esteem, no wonder 
that such expressions sound in your ears so odd and 
Qncouth. But in my opinion, it is an expression of 
peculiar wisdom, dignity, and strength. I am not 
afraid to assert it, that all true religion is nothing less 
than tbe power or influence of God himself on the 
heart. And must there not be a principle before ever 
there can be a practice ? can any person be reformed 
before he is renewed ? And after all, can much of 
the preaching of the present day be even called ^ 

m/w/ff? «i4>iiM/*%««.n>^ Vlfwo f\ft^n arp we told. hoW mUCh f\ 
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less is required of us in our lapsed state, than was 
originally demanded by the law ! and how many 
apologies are at times brought forth to palliate 
tlie vices. and deep corruptions of the human mind I 
Is this preaching morality, or the quintessence of 
antinomianism F^ 

Wiseh I really think Sir, you strain matters a 
deal too hard, and that your ideas are much too 
gloomy, as they respect the human race. That there 
are some among whom the protuberances and eoccreS' 
cences of vice are very predominant, we cannot bat 
admit : but still I suppose it is the virtuous habit 
that principally prevails, and w^e should not depreci- 
ate the virtues of mankind on account of their viceis. 
A great divine of our denomination has given it as \us 
opinion, that " there way be a considerable prepon- 
derance of virtues, even in characters Justly estimated 
as vicious : and likewise that the quantity of virtue m 
the world, may far exceed that of vice ; though the 
number of virtuous characters may be less than that 
of vicious ones :'* and again, " few characters are fla- 
grantly wicked ; and perhaps, even in the worst of 
men, good habits and actions are more numerous than 
the contrary. ^^ Certainly they are so in the majority 
of mankind, and preponderant virtue is alaiost uni- 
versal ;"f and if there be a small degree of trouble- 
some vicein the world, another able divine who is 
the glory of our denomination, in a very learned 
treatise he wrote on the doctrine of necessity, has 
settled the business completely, by proving that *' God 
is the author of sin, and may do evil, provided good 
may coroe,"J 

* This expression is derived from the Greek, and means that 
which is against the Law. 

t Belsham's Review of Wilberforce, p. 39. 

J On Necessity, p. 1 17 — 121. Now would any one thinlr it, that 
those very people, who have taken such an astonishing alarm at. 
the frightful <1octrines of Calvinism, have actually found their re- 
fuge in the sentiments of the worst of infidel philosophers, making 
it out, that God himself is the author of sin; and that is their way 
of getting rid of what God has revealed, that he "made man up^ 
right," but man has •♦ sought out for himself many inventioie.'" 
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Consid, Why, then vice is not only to be little 
thought of, but seems almost allowable, provided, 
according to your conceit, virtue preponderates ; or 
according, I must call it, to your blasphemous pro- 
position, that God can be the author of evil. But can 
you for a moment suppose that the least vice should 
be admitted before our most holy God ; when it is 
said, " that for every idle word that man shall speak, 
he shall give an account thereof, at the day of judg- 
ment ;" yea, that he will .bring *' every thought into 
judgment f " as every lascivious thought before him is 
adultery, and every angry thought not less than mur- 
der in bis sight. Shall we try how this rule will bear 
between man and man ? Suppose Mr. Dolittle, our 
•Justice, were to say of the thief when brought before 
him, He generally pays for his goods as he purchases 
them, though now and then he is under the necessity 
of stealing to make his payments good : so that when 
be acts the part of a knave^ it is with an honest and 
virtuims design. Therefore, we must not be too se- 
vere with him ; for he is an honest fellow, on the 
whole ; and his honest actions outweigh his thievish 
ones. And again ; should the mad drunkard say, I 
never get drunk above twice in the week, and then 
all the rest of my time I am very sober : surely you'll 
not call me a drunkard upon this account, as I hope 
n»y sober fits are more than my drunken ones. Or 
shall we suppose the common reprobate to plead his 
cause, by saying, I don't swear near half my time, 
and these are but thoughtless words ; and words can 
hurt nobody : and let me swear ever so often, I say 
more good words than bad ones, and scarcely ever 
neglect saying my prayers before going to bed. Now 

Thus, by contradictiDg the Bible account of the fall, which lays all 
the evil of sin to the charge of man ; they bring it home against 
(^ himself, with this reserve only — ^provided that good may re<> 
^ult from it in the end ; which is making the Divine Being to speak 
and act like the worst of men, who say, " Let us do evil that good 
may come ; whose damnation is just," Let such a deity be adored 
by these sons of reason as long as they choose ; but let my wisdom 
lie low before the altar of revelation.—** O Israel ! thou hast dc» 
3troyed thyself, but in me is thy help." 
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$bould we suppose, for the sake of argument, that 
there is more virtue than vice in the world, which I 
really doubt, notwithstanding your low notions of vir- 
tue, being no higher, as far as I can make them out, 
than a little morality or good manners, or just and 
civil behaviour between man and man ; yet are you 
not alarmed at your own sentiments, that the same 
sort of ideas of justice is supposed to exist in God, as* 
would turn all things into confusion among men f 
Such however, have been the dreadful effects of 
lessening the eternal obligations of the law, in order 
that we may obey it just so far as we like best ; and 
such are the antinomian principles of all the pharisees^ 
and formalists on the earth. 

Spitef, Sir, though I cannot altogether go with 
Mr. Wisehead, yet your strict notions of religion are 
enough to drive us all into despair. I am for just 
such a religion as Mr. Archdeacon Smooth tongue 
preached to us before the corporation the other day. 
You remember his text Sir;—**' Men shall be lovers 
of their own selves." I am sure Sir, it was an admi- 
rable sermon. 

Wiseh. Yes Sir, I admired it much. I thought it 
an excellent rational discourse ; (ot though I should 
- not like to be a comformist to your established churchy 
by subscribing to the " horrid dogmas of Calvin," 
which are to be found in such abundance in the 
Articles and Liturgy of the Church of England ; 
yet 1 am not such a bigot, as to neglect an oppor- 
tunity of hearing a good sermoii, either in church or 
meeting. 

Sjfitef. We had better not touch upon that point 
Mr. Wisehead; as that would bring on a controversy^ 
which I am sure, we should not end to-night. But 
I know all you Dissenters are of^opinioo, that none 
but Lovegood's followers give us the true meaning of 
the doctrines of the church of England ; but this is 
thinking very hard of the clergy. 

Wiseh. Sir, I confess this is the universal opinioa 
among all Dissenters ; but I should not wish to touch 
van in a sore olace. 
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Comid, From what has transpired this evening, it 
would be rather dangerous, in my opinion, to touch 
Mr. Spiteful on any of his sore places, as at times he 
is very apt to wince ; but I must confess, I differ 
irith both of you gentlemen very widely, respecting 
the goodness of Mr. Archdeacon Smoothtongue's 
sermon. First, I think when a roan takes a text, he 
should explain the meaning 'of it. Now that text, 
as it stands in the Bible, evidently was designed to 
show the evils of self-love, that it is a vicious prin- 
ciple in itself, and productive of evil in all its con- 
sequences ; whereas the preacher turned it right 
about, and made it speak for a doctrine, which ac- 
cording to the word of God, it was his duty serious- 
ly to oppose. 

Spiitf, Well Sir, and did not the Archdeacon say, 
that the extreme of self-love, might be a vicious prin- 
ciple, though in moderation it was necessary for the 
benefit of mankind ? 

Consid. Yes Srr, I beard all that he had to say, and 
with a considerable degree of attention : but realty, 
I believe it will be with some difficulty that I can be 
persuaded to give up a point, on which the interest of 
holiness, and the glory of God so much depend. In 
my opinion the ultimate end of every action^ should 
arise from a supreme love of God ; and all subordi- 
nate love to ourselves and our fellow-creatures, is vi- 
cious and corrupted, but as it centers in our love to- 
wards him : likewise all the wickedness and oppres- 
sion there is in the world, arise from this corrupted 
principle of self-love. When men love themselves, 
independent of God and godliness, they must be little 
better than devils in course. Such however, is the 
avowed principle of that thorough- paced French in- 
fidel, Volney ; and in order to make the world twenty 
times more wicked than before, he has reduced it to 
a system v and we all know what had been the result 
of that doctrine in his own nation at large. To 
speak plainly, I look upon it, that such sort of 
preaching is nothing better than infidelity in dis- 
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guise ; and as a proof of h, how pearly the Arch- 
deacon appears to be of the same stamp, I don't know 
that he quoted a single passage out of the Bible, af^ 
ter he had taken his text. 

Wiseh, O. Sir ! you know there are a great num- 
ber of expressions ki the Bible, that now sound in 
these modern days of Christianity, very barbarous 
and uncouth ; and I really think, that those gentle- * 
men who have the care of educating the young men 
of our denomination, for the ministry, do well in ad- 
vising them not to interlard their sermons with too 
many texts of Scripture, as it could not but prove 
greatly detrimental to the elegance of their composi- 
tions ; and if we can but reform the depraved taste of 
the day, by attending to our compositions, we have 
no doubt, but that we shall be as popular as any of 
our opponents. 

Spitef. Really Sir, I am afraid you will quite over* 
shoot the mark : you seem to make next to nothing 
of the Bible. You are giving Mr. Considerate a sad 
handle against yourself. 

Wiseh. Why you may be assured of this, Mr» 
Spiteful, that you never will be able to get the better 
of Mr. Considerate in point of (argument, if he sup- 
poses he carries the question by quoting the epistles 
of Paul, and the " histories of Jesus." And I can 
give you a proof of this, which is quite to the point. 
A gentleman in the present parliament, and iiho is 
nearly related to the family of the Worthies in this 
neigKbourhood, thought proper to turn author in 
divinity, and took it in his head to bring forward a 
long string of such antiquated notions in religion, as 
are now entirely exploded among all rational divines ; 
and as you may suppose, in order that he might sup- 
port his cause, his arguments were deduced from St. 
Paul's, and the rest of the Epistles.* Some weakly 
attempted to shake the ground he bad taken, by ar« 
guing against him from the same authority : but an 

* WUberforce's Practical Vicwi &c. 
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able divine ol'oar denomination,* stept forward and 
did the business completely, by showing that no con- 
clusive argument could be drawn from a set of letters 
which were no farther worthy of estiraati<||l than as 
letters written by good men, who were still liable to 
err, as well as ourselves. Thus he battered down the 
place of defence, in which our author supposed him- 
self impregnable, and turned him forth to fight us in 
the open field of recuon and speculation ; and there, 
I'll assure you, as you may suppose, he had him com- 
pletely ; but while you make so much of the Bible, 
and while you suppose the authors of it were all irt- 
^ptredf, you'll never be able to deny the truth of Mr.. 
Lovegood's doctrine. 

Spitef. What then, am I to believe that all their 
strange notions of grace and faith without works, are 
contained iu the Bible f that man has no free will? 
and that if a man be one of the elect, let him do what- 
soever he will, he ^hanH he damned; and if he be a 
reprobate, he must go to hell and be damned^ if he is 
ever so good, and strives to be saved as much as ever 
be can ? 

Madam Toog, O shocking Mr. Spiteful ! is it pos- 
sible that any one can preach such bad doctrines as 
all that ? 

• Consid. Mr. Spiteful madam, is fond of high co- 
louring ; but I perfectly agree with him that we may 
look into the Bible for sentiments like these, and ne- 
ver find them. 

fViseh* Though I can by no means admit Mr. 
Lovegood's notions in religion to be rational, yet it 
cannot be said that he or his followers carry matters so 
far as you represent them : and as to Mr. Lovegood^ 
I believe him to be a good-hearted man, though his 
sentiments in theology so widely difier from mine. 

Consid. [To Mr. Spiteful.] Now Sir, I am sure 

* See Belsham^s Review — For a full answer to this perojcoas 
book, and a defence of Mr. Wilberforce, see Williams* Vindication 
©f th« Calvinfetio Doctrines &c. 8 vo, 

3* 
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Mr. Lovegood never holds forth justification without 
its fruits, as you seem to represent him. I myselC 
heard him explain matters quite otherwise, but a fort* 
night ^Hfij stnd very much to my satisfaction. He 
always tells us, that as there are none righteous, so 
none can be justified by their righteousness ; and that 
though we are justified and saved by the merits and 
death of Jesus Christ only, yet that we are qot to 
" continue in sin that grace may abound." He ob- 
served on that occasion, that the king never pardons 
a thief, that he may have a license to cheat and steal 
as long as he lives; and that all such crimes com- 
mitted after a pardon, are deemed twenty times worse 
than those committed before. Besides, he talks much 
of the need and necessity of the Holy Spirit to change 
our hearts : and have you never ridiculed him on 
that score ? Pray Sir, what do you yourself think we . 
mean by that doctrine ? 

Spitef. How should I know Sir i It is strange in- 
deed, that you should ask me about your meaning, 
*as though I should know better than yourself, whc^ 
you are so fond, with your wife and daughter, of 
gadding about after Lovegood. But I heard that he 
should have said, but a few Sundays ago, from one 
that heard him, " Now we conclude a man is justified 
by faith only, without the deeds of the law.*^ What 
do you think of that Sir f A fine fellow truly, to 
make such consequential conclusions,' while he holds 
forth such abominable doctrines ! 

Consid. Why Sir, it is very unfortunate that you 
should have blundered upon the express words of 
Scripture, and suppose them to be the words of 
Mr. Lovegood ; and especially as you have been 
just vindicating the Bible, I wonder that you should 
be so ignorant of its contents. 

Spitef. Sir, it is impossible, 1 say it is impossibly. 
Mrs. Toogpod, madam, lend me your Bibte; anti 
then Sir, you shall find them if ypu can> 
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Madam Toog. L — d Sir!* you can't want the 
Bible now, you have just done playing at cards. 

Wiseh, Really Mr. Spiteful, 1 would not have you 
pat it to the test, for I remember reading some such 
i^ords not very lodg ago ; and 1 recollect it shocked 
me, when I thought of it, what a bad use, vulgar minds 
would be liable to make of such sort of expressions, 

Consid. Yes Sir, I believe you'll find the passage 
in the third of the Romans: but I don't think we 
need to be shocked at the consequences of free for- 
giveness, when it is always connected with the idea of 
holiness ; " that we may live unto his glory, who hath 
called us out of darkness into his marvellous light." 

Spitef. And I suppose Sir, that you think their 
borrid notions of predestination are also to be found 
in the Bible : but I am sure they are not. 

Consid. I am sure they ape not as well as yourself 
as you have represented them ; nor yet where you 
have placed them, in the brains of good Mr. Love- 
good. I have heard in the word of God, of " an elec- 
tion according to the foreknowledge of God the Fa- 
ther ; through sanctification of the Spirit unto obe- 
dience ;" and that " we are predestinated to be con- 
formed to the image of God's dear Son ;" but an elec- 
tion yro/n sin, that we may live in sin, is a doctrine as 
much abhorred by Mr. Lovegood,as it can be by you. 
No Sir ! Mr. Lovegood is better taught to distinguish 
between causes and effects; and he always insists up- 
on it, that the effect of our election is, that we may 
** live unto God ;" and as to his opinion relative to 
the freedom of the will, I hope we have had enough 
upon that score already. 

fFiseh. I am sure we have Sir : for it has given 
036 such a headach, that 1 have felt it ever since. 
[To Mrs. Toogood.] Can you give me a pinch of 
I your cephalie snuff madam ? 
f [The snuff-box is handed ; Spiteful contmues.] 

' Spitef. I have no sort of doubt, but that Lovegood ^ 

* These sort of religious oW ladies are very apt to take' «ic f 
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knows how to gloss over his abominable tenets. He 
is an artful fellow ; and if all be true, as wicked as any 
of us,— 'and no wonder at it, from the doctrines he 
preaches. There is a fine story gone all ronnd the 
country about him, a'nd I'll warrant it is all true. 

Consid. What is that Sir f I have heard it reported 
that my wife is too intimate with the parson. Is that 
the story you have got hold off But instead of being 
jealous on that score, 1 wish her to be yet more inti- 
mate. I am sure she cannot have a more excellent and 
instructive acquaintance ; and I now mean to go my* 
self, with her andi my daughters, much oftener than I 
have done ; though being one of the corporation, I 
am expected at Mapleton Church more than I could 
wish. — But pray what is the story ? 

Spitef. Why, have you not heard how Parson 
Lovegood has persuaded a lady to leave her husband; 
because he would not be converted to his religion, as 
well as herself; and that she would not live with him, 
because he was a carnal man^ according to their 
canting way of talk : while madam^ with all her pre- 
tended sanctity^ is carnal enough to admit the parson 
to come and see her as oflen as he likes ; and there 
he keeps her at JVed Swiggs^ at the Golden Lion ; 
a^nd some say Mr. Worthy, with all his religion, is 
admitted to pay her the same sort of visits ; and that 
Mrs. Worthy is quite jealous upon the occasion. 

Madam Toog. O shocking! shocking! Well, I 
always thought Lovegood must be a very bad man at 
heart, from the first sermon I ever heard/liim preach ; 
for no one, I am sure, coiild have made out all peo- 
ple to be so very wicked, if he had not been a very 
wicked man himself: and from that time, I was de- 
termined never to hear him any more. 

Consid. Why madam, I think we had all better 
Ijave been at cards, though it is the week before 
sacrament, than talk scandal against the innocent ; 
but I have heard, from my wife and others, a very 
ditfec^t story, to what is now made GUI'. 
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Spitef, Aye aye, they give it out that the lady 
was the gentleman's mistress ; and that, when she saw 
the evil of her ways, by one of Lovegood's preach- 
7nents, she would not live with him any longer ; but 
he swore again and again by his Maker, that she was 
his lawful wife, and that he would soon prove it. 

Consid. You know the old proverb, " they that 
swear will lie ;" and I have no doubt but the upright- 
ness of Mr. Lovegood's conduct will soon appear «. 

Spitef. They may preach up their innocence as 
long as they like ; hut Mr. Bluster, of Revel Hall, 
knows the family very well ; and Mrs. Scandal, his 
aunt, says she could take her oath of it, that it is a fact. 

Madam Toog. Yes, and she was going to tell me 
all about it one morning, when she met me at 
Friday prayers ; but I had not time to stop to hear 
italL 

Miss Prateap. Yes, and Mrs. Tittletattle was at 
our hoiise but yesterday to tea, and told us a great 
deal about it ; I a^m sure Lovegood must be a very 
wicked man if it is true. 

Consid. And I am sure you are all acting a very 
wicked part if it is false. 

Spitef. False ! how can it be false ? are they not 
always prating and preaching about faith without 
VForks, though you pretend to deny it i and what can 
be expected among those who hold such loose notions 
x>f religion ? Why to be sure^ a conduct as loose as 
tbeir religion : every body knows it is all free* grace 
with thetp, that they may live as they list. I am 
afraid these abominable fellows will soon overturn 
both church and state 

Consid. Why Mr. Spiteful, what 'can ail you to- 
night, to run on at this rate i 

Spitef. Why, have you not seen Bishop Bluster's 
Charge against these mock reformers, proving, that 
under the mask of a great zeal for religion, they are 
aotwithstanding. Infidels and Atheists 9* 

* It seems, a charge not very disiimilar to Bishop Bluster's, ipade 
its appearance about this time. 
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Consid. How can you, in your conscience think 
so, while by Sunday schools, and every possible exer- 
tion, these people are doing all they can for the re- 
formation of mankind ? 

Spitef. Fine reformers truly ! when under the pre- 
tence of a reformation, their design is by their se- 
ditious machinations, to throw all things into anarchy 
and confusion ; and the bishop says, this he knows 
to be a matter of fact. I wonder -Government does 
not stop their progress ! 

Consid. What ! is it a matter of fact, that some 
attempt to make people infidels and atheists, by di- 
recting them to read their Bibles, and attend on the 
public worship of God ? And as to the charge of se- 
dition, malice can say any thing, but stops to prove 
nothing. 

fVkcL Bishop Bluster Sir ! who is Bishop Bluster ? 
Being a dissenter I am not so well acquainted with 
the names of the bench of bishops. 

Spitef. Why Sir he is not only a man of very A^& 
hloodj for he is cousin german to Mr. Bluster of Revel 
Hall, but a very learned man, I will assure you. 

Consid. As for his learning, that I shall not at- 
tempt to dispute; but if a person wilfully, deliberate- 
ly, and publicly, bears falsewitness against his neigh- 
bours, by urging such cruel charges without any evi- 
dence to substantiate the fact ; while he can thus di- 
rectly transgress the ninth coknmand, it is no great evi- 
dence of his integrity : it will prove a sad injury to 
the Church, if ever we discover more than one Bi- 
shop Bluster, seated on that venerable bench at the 
same time. 

Wiseh. Though I cannot altogether like Mr. Love- 
good, and greatly disapprove of his irrational notions 
of religion, yet I do not think that either he or anyof his 
sect are quite so bad as you make them out to be; he 
certainly is very charitable in his Parish. I wonder 
how he can do so much, for they say his living is but 
very small ; and he has an increasing family. 

Spite/, Ah 1 but I'll warrant it is Mr. Worthy's 
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purse that helps him out ; they don't mind their mo- 
ney provided they can but bribe people to be of their 
religion. 

Consid. Why is it then Sir, that you cannot get 
Mr. Bluster to bribe some people, after the same man- 
ner, to be of your religion .* for whenever you preach, 
it seems, yours is but a very little flock. 
, Spitef. I 6$> not mind your sneers Sir, but I have 
not half done yet ; for there is Mr. Feigning, Mr. 
Worthy's steward, a rascal; and then I have heard a 
fine story of Mrs. Fairspeech, a drunken sow. 

Consid. Sir, you need not spend your breath on 
such subjects : for hypocrites there always were, and 
will be 'f but nothing can be more cruel and unjust^ 
than to charge the crimes of hypocrites on those who 
^re upright and sincere. 



Thus Mr. Spiteful was proceeding in his most ve- 
hement manner, and after the rate of his delightful 
fraternity, in which he would probably have proceed- 
ed for a considerable while longer, bad he not been 
interrupted by his servant, who was sent after him 
from his house at Mapleton to ]^rs. Toi^ood's, with 
the following letter : 

" REV, SIR, Wednesday J^oon* 

With" great difficulty, I yesterday came frpm Revel 
Hall in Mr. Bluster's chaise. On Sunday, after the 
second service, 1 went to his house, according to ap- 
pointment, that I might be present on Monday at the 
coursing match. My mare, you know, is rather spl« 
rited, and every now and then the young sparks that 
were there, smacked their whips and gave her a cut ; 
and you know, if we, of our order, choose to keep 
company with the great^we must submit to such rubs 
as these. However so it was, that while we were all 
on the full speed, on a chase, my mare with the rest j 
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of the company, attempted to clear a wide ditch, but 
missed her aim, and left me behind. I unfortunately 
fell head-foremost, and must soon have been sufibcar 
ted in the mud and water, had not the gamekeeper, 
with the assistance of others, with great difficulty 
pulled me out. It was a fortunate circumstance that 
the bottom of the ditch was so soft, otherwise I must 
have been more severely bruised by the fall ; but I 
still feel myself so much hurt about the neck and 
shoulders, that I can scarcely sit up in my bed to 
write these few lines to request you to undertake my 
duty (or me, till I am recovered ; or till the return of 
my curate, Mr. Brisk, who is gone with Lord Rakish 
to Gambleton Races, and who has some hopes of 
preferment from that quarter. I expect him to re- 
turn in about a week or ten days, when if I am not 
recovered myself, I shall release you from all farther 
trouble. 

I was engaged this evening to give the sacrament 
to Mrs. Formal, who is not likely to live nriany days : 
if you will call upon her, and perform that office for 
me, you will much oblige your humble servant, 

Rich. Dolttle. 

P. S. I could avail myself of the assistance of Mr. 
Goodman ; but as I have reason to believe, he has 
of late had a strong bias in favour of Lovegood's 
notions in religion, I should be much afraid to lend 
him my pulpil. 



* 

Mr. Spiteful having read the letter to himself, ei^ 
claims : 

Oh poor Mr. Dolittle ! he has met with a dreadful 
fall from his horse, and he wants me to administer 
the sacrament to Mrs. Formal, who is supposed to 
be near death, — ^What can I do ? I must go away 
directly. 
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Madam Toog. Why Sir, you are not prepared : 
youcau't go away from the card-table, to administer 
the holy sacrament f 

Spitef, Well, I cannot help it^ I must take it as I 
find It ; I wish I had been at something eke. 

[Mr. Wisehead, twisting his thumbs one tyffgt the 
other, sat and said nothing.] 

Madam Toog* Bui I hope Sir, nothing material 
has happened to Mr. Dolittle : do stop awhile ahd 
tell us before you go : if it is not too wH^ I should 
be glad to know what he says of this unfortunate ac- 
cident. ' 

Spitef. Well well, as the whole of it must soon 
be known, far and wide, you may take and read the 
letter if yon like. 

[The letter is handed to MadamToogood, and she 
gives it to Miss Prateapace.] 

Madam Toog. Becky Prateapace, my dear, will 
you read it ? My eyes are got very dim, and I don^t 
like to read by candle light. [The letter is read out.] 

Madam Toog. O, poor gentleman ! but Mr. Sipte- 
ful, did yon not hear of it before you left Mapleton f 

Spitef. I heard that he had a bad fall from his 
horse, but nothing of the particulars. 

Consid. Hear of it madam ? I suppose it is all the 
town over by now. But as Mr. Spiteful had so much* 
to say against Mr. Lovegood, 1 thought I would have 
the less to say against Mr. Dolittle ; especially as 
you so much admire him as a Minister. 

Madam Toog. Why to be sure Sir, he is an excel- 
lent man in the pulpit. 

Consid. A thousand pities madam, if that be the 
case, but that he should always be kept in it, and ne- 
ver let out a^ain, when he is once found there. In 
my opinion however, a had man out of the pulpit, 
can never be a good man in the pulpit. 

Madam Toog. I am very sorry Mr. Dolittle should 
have been so let down. 

Consid. Why, by all accounts, he has been com- 
pletely let down, and let down more than once on the 
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same unforXunate day ; for after the Rector ^as with 
some difficulty heaved out of the ditch, neither his 
hat nor wig could be found for a considerable time 
as they were both driven or trodden so deep into the 
mire, by those that helped him out. 

Madam Toog. Dear Sir, I hope the Rector was 
not obliged to ride home without his hat and wig. 

Consid. Why ma'am, as good luck would have it, 
there was an old woman gathering some sticks, up 
and down the headge, and after she had lent a helping 
hand to scrape off some of the dirt, she next kindly 
took her red cloak from off her own back, and put it 
round Mr, Dolittle's Itead and shoulders : but as for 
his riding home, that was quite out of the question, 
for as soon as his mare found herself at liberty, she 
took to her heels, and soon arrived at her own stable 
door at Mapleton : and that first gave the alarm to 
the town, to see the mare return with her saddle and 
bridle, and without her master. Besides, had she 
stopped for her master, he was tpo much bruised to 
mount her again. 

Madam Toog, *Poor gentleman, how did he get 
home ? 

Consid. Why if not in a very creditable, j'et as it 
then proved, a very convenient carriage. It was in a 
dung cart madam, whicji happened just then to be 
employed in carrying dung into some of the neigh> 
bouring fields. 

Madam Toog. O dear ! why did they not send to 
Mapleton for a chaise f or why could not Mr. Bluster 
have sent home for his chaise f I would have sooner 
parted with twenty pounds out of my pocket, than 
th^t he should have been carried in that manner. 

Consid, Why madam, would you have had him 
to have continued trembling and quakingj,..,.all over 
tnud and dirt, in the cold, till a chaise could (lave been 
brought f How could they do better under such cir- 
cumstances, th^n put the Rector in the cart, and then 
drive him home as fast as he could bear it ? though 
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to be sore, had he been briught home in a chaise, he 
would have escaped his second let down. 

Madam Toog. Dear Sir ! what was that f it quite 
frightens me. Becky Prateapace, reach me ray smell- 
ing bottle. [The old lady takes a snift.] 

Consid, Why, you know madam, calamities of this 
sort seldom come alone ; and so it happened now : 
for the Rector was first hoisted into the cart, and 
seated on the old woman's bundle of sticks, while she 
sat on the one side, and Mr. Bluster's servant on the 
other, as his supporters. Thus he rode to Revel Hall, 
shivering with cold, and groaning with pain all the 
time; but through the carelesness of the plough bpy, 
who drove the cart, which was made to tilt the dung 
into the field, (not having properly attended to the 
pin,) while they were preparing to heave the Rector 
out, they were all tilted down together ; and what 
between- the groanings of the Rector and the laugh- 
ing of the spectators^ to see him and the old woman, 
with her bundle of sticks, and the servant, all sprawl- 
ing together on the ground, such a sight I suppose, 
was never exhibited in that yard before. 

Madam Toog I am afraid (his will make a sad talk 
about the town, especially as Mr. Dolittle made such 
a fine sermon last Sunday, proving that our clergy 
were the successors of our Saviour, and his apostles. 

Spitef. Aye, and all this will be nuts for Lovegood, 
and his schismatical crew. 

Consid, Indeed Sir, you ill know the character of 
that good man > no person can be more grieved at 
the improper conduct of the pretended Ministers of 
the Gospel, than himself; and if all acted as he does, 
I am sure, the blessed cause of Christianity would not 
sufier half the jeer and contempt it now sustains, on 
account of the bad lives of its professors, especially 
of its profe3sing ministers, however denominated; and 
instead of a set of people belonging to any church, 
urging the foolish boast that they are the successors 
of our Lord and his Apostles, it would he much more 
to the point, if they would but preach their doctrines, 
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and imitate their examples. Good and bad there will 
be of all parties ; but these things prove to me, the 
reality of the Christian dispensation, since nothing 
but its own native simplicity and purity, could have 
preserved it in existence, while placed in the hands 
of such teachers, whose lives are so contrary to its 
holy designs. 



[Mr. Spiteful being wanted at Mapleton, rose up in 
haste, and sought for his hat and cane. The cane 
being mislaid, he scolded Madam ToogoodV maid, 
and according to an accustomed expression of his, 
called upon the devil* to know where it was, and 
when found, trudged off to administer the sacrament 
to Mrs. Formal, as fit for the office as was another of 
the same stamp, who was called from a puppet show 
on a similar occasion After this the rest of the com- 
pany speedily dispersed.] 



* A very favourite mode of speech with Mr. Spiteful. See the 
Anti- Jacobin Review, peusim. 

The reader may easily judg^e from this hint, and from the spirit 
and temper of the Rev. Mr. Spiteful, who had a deal of leisure time, 
that he was a very great scribbler for the Anti-Jacobin Review ^ the 
Orthodox Churchman''s Magasine^ the Porcupine^ and of late for 
several other party publications, which I shall forbear to name, and 
some other publications of the same stamp; and any one may na- 
turally suppose, from the low and scurrilous style of his conversa- 
tion, that his productions were greatly admired, by all the editors 
of that class of periodical publications. 



DIALOGUE XVIIL 

BETWEEN MR. WORTHY, MR. LOVEGOOD, EDWARD 

AND MRS. cmPMAN.^ 



MORE NEWS FROM LOWER BROOKFIELD, PROVING THE 
EFFICACY OF THE GOSPEL ON THE VILEST OF SIN- 
NERS ; OR, THE EVILS OF SEDUCTION DELINEATED. 

JL HE Reader may have discovered towards the 
conclusion of the last Dialogue, that something oi* 
an extraordinar}' nature had occurred at Lower 
Brookfield, which gave Mr. Spiteful and Madam 
Toogood an opportunity of farther exemplifying their 
wicked spleen, against the exemplary Mr, Lovegood, 
and the higlily respectable Mr. Worthy : fully evi- 
dencing how readily the tongue of slander, can per- 
vert by a malicious colouring, the best of actions, into 
the worst of crimes. 

Edward, the landlord of the Golden Lion, whose 
conversion was noticed in a former Dialogue, comes 
to Mr. Lovegood and begs his advice. 

Edward. Sir, if 1 don't interrupt you, I should be 
glad to lay before you the case of an unfortunate, but 
I believe, a really penitent young woman, now at our 
house. 

Loveg, You know Edward, I am always happy to 
attend to every circtunstance relative to poor peni- 
tents. — Sit down, and tell me your story. 

4* 
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Edw. Why Sir, you may have heard that a gen- 
tleman, (at least by his looks,) took lodgings, at a pri- 
vate house in our village, with a very fine gay-looking 
young woman, and every one thought she was his 
wife. They came about a fortnight ago to our 
Church ; and a few days after that, she came to our 
house in much distress, and without the gentleman 
with whom she lived. This made me tliink it neces- 
sary to tell her, that we were very cautious whom we 
took into our house, and then pointed her to our rules. 
She looked at a few of them, threw herself back in 
the chair, and quite fainted away. 

Mrs. Loveg. Oh ! my dear, how I was struck at 
her appearance, when she first came to our Church ! 
You no sooner began to preach than she was all at- 
tention, and soon seemed almost melted into tears ; 
and since then, though she has come without the gen- 
tleman, she has constantly attended ; even last Wed- 
nesday she was there at the lecture, though it rained 
so fast. I cannot but hope, that God has sent a 
signal blessing home to her heart ! she appears to me 
to be exceedingly downcast, and distressed. 

Loveg. Why my love, you know 1 have often said, 
that, independent of the preacher's abilities, nothing 
is attended with such a glorious efficacy as the sim- 
ple preaching of the Gospel of Christ. [To Edward.] 
But Edward, what brought her into these parts ? 

Edw. Why he had heard much of the beauties of 
the country, and of *Squire Worthy's park, and that 
brought him to spend a few days in the village, in 
their way to Newmarket races. 

Loveg. Profligates of every rank, are sure to meet 
in abundance at that place. But you must tell us 
more of her story. 

Edw. O Sir ! she tells me the most afiecting story 
I ever heard in all my life : how she was seduced 
from her husband, by the artftil, wicked man who hajs 
brought her into these parts ; and as soon as she was 
convinced of her evil ways, he left her ; and she has 
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been at my boose ever since, crying and sobbing 
enough to break one's heart. And when my wife at- 
tempts to comfort her, she begins weeping again, 
twice as much as before ; and says, ^* You have been 
a faithful wife to a kind and affectionate husband ; 
but O ! what a wicked and ungrateful monster I have 
been !" She wjll then ask us if she can do any thing 
for us, if it was only to work at her needle, stand at 
the washing tub, or even weed in the garden, as she 
fears since the gentleman has left her, she shall not 
be able to pay for her board f as she has but a few 
shillings left for her support. But with your leave 
Sir, she wishes she may lay her unhappy case before 
yon, as she much desires your advice. 

Loveg. With all my heart Edward, but it will be 
necessary to have other evidence, to hear what she 
may have to relate on such a story. And I have no 
doubt but Mr. Worthy, who is always ready for every 
good word and work, will attend and assist me with 
his wise and good advice. I will call upon him to- 
morrow morning, and send you word directly, when 
she shall attend. But what is her name f 

Edw. Her proper name, it seems is Chipmao, 
though she came into these parts under the name of 
Lady Dash : but if ever that name is mentioned to 
her, she cries, ** O ! let me never hear of the horrid 
name of Dash any more." 

^^S^veg. Well Edward, to-morrow you shall hear 
from me again ; in the interval present her with this 
book for her perusal. [Mr. Lovegood gives him 
" Doddridge's Rise and Progress of Religion in the 
Soul," and retires.] 

[On the following day she was sent for to Mr 
Lovegood's. Mr. Worthy attended : the young wo* 
man was introduced by Edward, agitated and in deep 
distress.] 

Loveg. Come in, sit down until your mind is a lit- 
tle composed, and tell us of your calamities. We 
wish to show nothing but pity and compassion, tp 

t>ii» frtilv nf^nttent. 
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[She falls into strong hysterics, and at intervals 
cries : O my dear husband, his heart will be bro- 
ken I — O my lovely forsaken babe ! — ^What a brute ! — 
O my most dear and tender father ! — What a mon- 
ster ! — She afterwards a little recovers, and cries, How 
can you admit so vile a wretch within your doors ? 
What an ungrateful monster have I been before God 
and man!] 

Loveg. But the vilest of sinners may be saved — 
Be calm ; and let us hear the cause of your distress. 
[After several attempts Mrs. Chipman thus begins her 
story.] 

Mrs. Chipm. Ah Sir ! I have grieved the best of 
parents ; forsaken the tenderest of husbands ; have 
left my dear babe behind me ; and all through the 
pride and wickedness of my own heart, in suffering 
myself to be seduced by the worst of men. 

Loveg. But if you are not somewhat more particu- 
lar in relating your calamities, I fear it will scarcely 
be in our power to assist you with our advice. 

Chipm. Sir, my father whose name is Reader, 
was the best of husbands to my mother, the kindest 
of parents to his children ; and a man of strict inte- 
grity among his neighbours. He was by profession, 
a school master, in a small town called Locksbury, 
in the west of England : and being well-informed him- 
self, he gave me a good education. But his family 
afflictions have been very snvere ; for my eldest bro- 
ther was born an ideot, my next brother look a very 
wild turn indeed, and my father does know whether 
he is dead or alive, as he went abroad and has not 
been heard of these five years, and I was the next, 
and oh ! what a wretch liave I been? 

[She is again, too much overcome to continue her 
s tory; after she recovers, she is addressed by] 

Mr, Worthy. Mrs. Chipman, you may depend up- 
on it,you are conversing with your real friends and 
advisers. [Mr. Lovegood adjoins]— Yes ; and with 
?uch friends also as rejoice over you in Jihe depth of 
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all your sorrows ; trusting In God, that yoa are noiv 
blessed with repentance unto life.— But continue your 
story. 

Chipm» After my birth, it was near seven years 
before my mother had another living child ; but her 
constitution having been broken by different miscar- 
riages, she did not long survive the birth of my sister. 
Before I was seduced, by that man who has left me 
to curse my folly, it was my greatest consolation, to 
alleviate my (ather's sorrows, and to be my husband's 
joy. And when but a child, I could in those days, 
With the greateat tenderness, wait on my dear mother 
till I closed.her eves in death ; and if all the world 
had told me, that I should have been such a monster 
of iniquity ; I could not have believed them ! 

Loveg, Yes ; but then you did not know the de- 
ceitfulness and wickedness of your sinful heart : you 
bad nothing proposed to you which was calculated 
to draw forth its evil propensities into action. 

Chipm, No ; nor for some time afterwards could I 
have believed that I should have turned out so vile a 
creature. Though so young as I then was, I cannot 
tell how much I was affected at my mother's death ; 
and bow I wept while I followed her to the grave ; and 
afterwards how glad I was to wait on my dear father, 
who would never marry again because his family was 
already too large; and what diligence did I then show, 
though so young, to my poor brother and my sickly 
sister ; ^ ^ 

War. And what became of your sickly sister f 

Chipm, Sir from her birth she continued in an ill 
state of health ; grew quite deformed ; and when she 
was about thirteen years of age, died of a decline. I 
followed her to the grave, and saw her laid upon my 
mothers' coffin, who had been buried about twelve 
years before. — After hearing no more than this, surely 
you will say 1 am the most abominable wretch that 
ever lived upon the earth. 
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Wor. But we wait to bear more of your story ; 
especially that part of it whereby you were led into 
your present unhappy situation of distress. 

Chipm. Oh Sir ! the nearer 1 come to that part 
of my most vile conduct, the more i feel myself 
ashamed to relate it. 

Loveg. But the more you are ashamed of your 
conduct, the better we shall be inclined to assist and 
relieve you. — Tell us the whole without reserve. 

Chipm, Sir, there lived a young roan in our town, 
whose name was Chipman ; he was an early scholar 
of my father's, and from his attention and good dis- 
position, he much esteemed him. He was by occu- 
pation a carpenter and joiner, and having an oppor- 
tunity to do some business for himself, he again 
returned to my father for some farther instructions 
in drawing, and arithmetic. It was from that time a 
connexion was formed between us. After he was 
somewhat established in business, he mentioned to 
my father his attachments and inclinations towards 
me ; and I am sure from the purest motives. I also 
was happy to confess my real affection towards him. — 
O ! how it cuts my heart to tell, how my dear father 
acted on this occasion. He called me his dearest right 
hand ; I was his dear Jemima, the name he gave me ; 
being his only earthly comforter, after all his most 
severe family afflictions ; bCit, however ill he could 
spare me from his family yet as he had no fortune 
to give me, he would not prevent so good an olSfer 
for my future settlement in life ; as Mr. Chipman was 
a very sober and industrious man, and advancing in a 
good line of business. Soon afterwards we were 
married. [She again weeps and then adds,] and 1 
shall never, never forget, when my dear father gave 
me away at the Church, after the service, how he em- 
braced and kissed me ; then, how he embraced me 
and my husband both together, intreating him to be 
tender and affectionate to the best of daughters, and 
roe to be obedient and loving to the very worthy man 
'^it was now become my husband ! and O ! to treat 
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such a parent, and such a husband, as I have done, 
did ever such a monster live before ? 

Loveg. But then you were a stranger to those 
divine principles, whereby the power of corruption 
can be efiectuallv subdued. You have now been 
arrested in the mad career of sin ; and your vile mis- 
conduct is become your grief. 

Wor. By what you have hitherto related, if some 
parts of your conduct may have been highly culpa- 
ble, yet we rather feel for you as an object of com- 
miseration than uf contempt. But when you have giv- 
en us a farther narration of those circumstances, which 
have brought you into this present state of embar- 
rassment, we shall be better able to give you our ad- 
vice. 

Chipm. O Sir ! there never lived a happier pair 
than Mr. Chipman and I were. For above eighteen 
months after our marriage, it seemed to be our whole 
study to please and oblige each other : and when 1 
became pregnant, he was doubly attentive to make 
me the happiest woman upon earth ; and how have I 
rewarded him by my brutal conduct ! I have done 
enough to send the best of husbands with a broken 
heart to the grave. [Again her grief is excessive.] 

Loveg. Let not these exclamations against yourself 
interrupt your story ; we serve " the God of patience," 
and with much patience and forbearance, we wish to 
hear you farther. 

Chipm. About a year and a half after our marriage, 
that artful vile ^xoan, Sir Charles Dash, who has an 
estate in our parts, though he seldom lives there, be- 
gan to lay his plans for my ruin. He first used to 
feign excuses to call at our house, when he knew my 
husband was from home. In the midst of his filthy 
and frothy conversation, 1 too often gave him a smile, 
when 1 should have turned upon him with indignation 
and disgust ; though for a while I treated all other 
familiarities with the abhorrence they deserved. Mr. 
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Chipman, my husband, now began to get into a con- 
siderable way of business in the building line ; ^nd 
was frequently called at a distance from home, to 
undertake the alterations and repairs of gentlemen's 
houses in the neighbourhood ; and for a while, I 
could count the hours with anxiety until his return; 
until I had the folly to suffer that vile wretch to 
entangle me in his affections, who took every oppor- 
tunity to accomplish my ruin, through my husband's 
necessary long absence from home. 

fVor, But this accidental circumstance, must be 
considered as an alleviation of your crime* 

Chipm. O no Sir ! — I should have been disgusted 
at every word he said. And while I continued for a 
season, to resist his vile designs, he would laugh at 
my prudish formality, and ask me, how I could con- 
fine myself to be the drudge of a carpenter, when I 
had sufficient charms to manage the person and for- 
tune ol the first man of pleasure in the land? and how 
deservedly I now suffer for submitting to the disgust- 
ful flatteries of this abominable seducer ! [To Mr. 
Lovegood] O Sir ! had I been possessed of the real 
influence of that religion, which since then, I have 
heard you preach ; the empty flattery of this vile 
seducer^ would never have been my ruin. 

Loveg. Had you then, no religious impressions to 
guard your heart, against the horrid purposes of this 
artful man ? 

Chipm. O Sir ! I am sorry to say, they were so 
faint, that I knew not how, either fet answer his flat- 
teries, or resist his importunities ; while on ever) 
occasion he would treat the religion of the Bible, with 
the utmost ridicule and contempt. 

Loveg. Then, to the eternal reproach of infidelityj 
it seems he ever declared himself to be one of that 
stamp ; and knew that he could never accomplish his 
vile designs to ruin you and the peace of your family? 
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until be could persuade yon that the pure and holy 
religion of the Bible, was not worth yonr minding.* 

Chipm. Sir, he was ever telling me, that the in- 
junctions of a strict adherence to the marriage con- 
tract was nothing but an artful design of the priests, 
and calculated only to restrain our natural passions, 
which all had a right to indulge as they chose best. 

Loveg. And could you give credit, to all this abo- 
minable and beastly talk ? 

Chipm, Credit to such 4alk f — O no Sir ! but in- 
fatuated by his enchanting promises, and by the • 
splendour of his appearance in life, my ruin was ac- 
complished. What could possess me to be so beastly 
and so vile? [She weeps excessively.] 

Wor. [To Mr. Lovegood.] As this unhappy young 
woman has told us the substance of her story, it ap- 
pears to^ me, that notwithstanding her indiscretion in 
ber unguarded days ; it may not be impractible to 
restore her to her former connexions, and to render 
, her future life a comfort to herself and family. 

Chipm. Sir, it is utterly impossible. 

Wor, Why should you say so i 

Chipm. I shall be eternally ashamed, again to enter 
a town, in which I must live the contempt, the abhor- 
rence, and the disgrace of all who know me. 

* The readin* of Sir Charles, was entirely limiled to the wri- 
tings of the modem infidels of the day ; from them he had collect* 
ed the following passages, which he would quote with an air of 
impious triumph : •* The God of the philosophers, of the Jews, and 
the Christians, is nothing more than a chimera and a phantom.*' 
He was fool enough to conceive, from another Atheist, that ^^ the 
"Wonders of nature are far from proclaiming a God, and that they 
are but the necessary effects of matter prodigiously diversified ;" so 
that according to these fooU^ there is infinite wisdom, contrivance, 
and order in dead matter. In the midst of all his wickedness he 
would say, *^ there is no means of knowing, whether there be a 
God or not : whether there be any difference between good and 
evil ;" and, if God be the author of evil, according to Dr. Priest- 
ley, Sir Charleses notions are nearly right ; and a Socinian and an , 
Atheist are no very distant relations. And Sir Charles was so.near 
a brute, he could not bear the thoughts of life without his body ; 
he would therefore-say, that ** the immortality of the s«ul was a 

Vol. It. 5 
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Wor. Yes; but when they see you a humble peni- 
tent, the compassions of the people will be excited, 
and the reproach cast upon your character will, by 
degrees, wear off. 

Chipm. O Sir ! the cruel way in which I treated 
that worthy man, to whom I was united, after I be- 
came connected with Sir Charles, must for ever, 
have done away all his former friendship and love 
towards me ; the union betu^eeu me and the best of 
husbands, is now dissolved ; and 1 am ashamed to 
bear the name of such a worthy man. And then the 
scandalous manner in which we were, in a measure 
driven out of the town, and the disgraceful uproar 
made throughout the neighbourhood by my vile con- 
duct, shame entirely forbids me to relate. O Sir ! I 
am completely ruined, and must for ever be abhorred 
by all that ever kiiew me ! But if by taking in needle- 
work, keeping a school, or by going out to any sort 
of labour, I can but earn myself a morsel of bread, for 
I was always used to an active life, I shall most thank- % 
fully and willingly submit to it. Let me now suffer 
whatever I may ; I am sure my punishment, can 
never equal my ingratitude, and my crimes. 

Wor, What then, do you think it would be of no 
avail, if your father should be written to, informing 
him, that your connexion with Sir Charles is now at 

dogma of barbarians, gloomy and diahearteiiiug'. The only two 
, books on divinity, therefore, he ever read or admired, ipvere Pripst- 
]y on Necessity, Matter, and Spirit, the latter book brought things 
so nearly to his own mind, that there wrs no existence but that 
'Which is material ; that he found one step farther, a denial of the 
doctrine oC the resurrection, would bring them to the same point ; 
that <* death is an eternal sleep." He was highly pleased with the 
philosophy which taught, that " virtue and probity in priva;te life, 
is but the habit of actions personally useful ;" ** that our tongues 
were only given us to hide the real sentiments of our hearts." And 
he was charmed beyond any thing, at the sentiments of Volney, 
** that personal interest is the only and universal criterion of the 
merit of human actions ;" and as to all chastity, as it respects the 
marriage contract, he would say, that ^* modesty in the female sex 
w^s but re£ned voluptuousness^ and morals have nothing to fear 
from the generous passion of love." Such were the adopted senti> 
meats of Sir Charles ; no wonder that a man of his vile principles, 
was so vile in every part of his conversation, and especially since 
he passed many of his early days in France. 
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aD end ? and might he not be a suj^essfal advocate 
with 3^our husband, when he is given to understand, 
how grieved you are at your past misconduct towards 
him? 

Chipm. I can l^ave no objection, that my dear 
father and husband should be informed, how much 
ashamed I am of my most vile and base behaviour 
towards them. [To Mr. Lovegood.] But dear 
Sir, if I might, I had rather live on bread and water 
where I am, than again grieve my dear father and 
husband by my return ; or be removed at a distance 
from your ministry, by which, through the mercy of 
God, I have been reclaimed from my most abomina- 
ble ways ! 

I'Vor. Perhaps it will be an encouragement to our 
worthy Minister, if you tell us how your mind was 
first impressed when you came to Brookfield church ? 

Chipm. Sir, I am ashamed to' acknowledge, that 
It was very little more than mere curiosity, which first 
induced me and Sir Charles to come to Church : and 
there was a something in the character of Mr. Love- 
good, that I could not but secretly revere, yet I con- 
fess, that public worship, bad before then, been too 
much neglected by me ; and entirely so, when I be- 
came connected with Sir Charles. 

Loveg. 1 am afraid then, that a neglect of public 
worship was one of the causes of your present misfor- 
tunes. 

Chipm. No Sir, when I lived with my father, and 
even for some time after our marriage, we attended 
public worship, if not constantly, yet more regularly 
than most of our neighbours ; but with us, public 
worship had been brought into very general neglect; 
for we knew nothing of our non-resident Rector, but 
as he came upon the busines of his tithes ; and as for 
bis curate, he was much more noticed for his gaities, 
Ihan for the conscientious discharge of the duties of 
bis office — O Sir ! had we been blessed with such a 
Minister as I have found in yoy, I humbly trust I 
should not have been given over to such a wicked 
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course ! but ah me ! I have done the criine that has 
ruined my happiness, and rendered me completely 
miserable through life. 

Wor. I confess, as you sat at no great distance 
from our pew, I saw you considerably affected, while 
Sir Charles appeared not m little irritated, and dis- 
pleased : his behaviour, even at Churpb, seemed to 
me to be very disgusting and bad. 

Chipm, O Sir ! when I first came into Brookfield 
Church, I was immediately struck with solemn sur- 
prise—It appeared to me, as though I had never been 
at Church before. With us, going to Church was 
nothing but a matter of form, and the few who did 
attend, seemed to have little more to do than to dis- 
play their dress, and settle the visits for the week ; 
but as to real devotion, I confess, I never knew what 
it meant, until I came into your Church. O Sir! 
how I was struck to see a country village attended 
as on a fair day, by people from every quarter, all 
occupying their accustomed seats, with so much de- 
votion, decency, and order ; and, how I was farther 
Struck^ when you^ and your large family, and that 
dear worthy man of God, and his family, followed to 
complete the most devout and serious cungregatidn, 
I ever beheld with my eyes. 

fVor. But during the time of divine service, what 
part of it proved the most impressive upon your 
mind }* 

Chipm. O Sir ! when that awful sentence from the 
second lesson was read against me, with so much 
solemnity, '' Marriage is honourable in all, and the 
bed undefiled; but whoremongers and adulterers, 
God will judge." — ^What I then felt I cannot ex- 
press ; and it is impossible to tell with what an in^ 
dignant and contemptuous sneer I was treated by Sir 
Charles, immediately as he perceived my confusion 
and remorse. 

Wor. No wonder, that a man of his vile character 
should treat you as»he did, under such circumstances. 
But was there nothing in the sermon^ that particularly 
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impressed your mind ? For I think, on that Sunday, 
our Minister, tbougl^ not knowing your character, was 
most providentially led to the choice of a text which 
was remarkably striking, as being so immediately 
applicable to your unhappy situation. I think the 
words were these, '^ Can a woman forget her sucking 
child, that she sipould not have compassion on the son 
of her womb i^ yea, they may forget, yet will I not 
forget thee." 

Chipm. Sir, immediately as the text was mentioned, 
I was so remarkably struck, that for a while, in the 
midst of my confusion, all my recollection failed me; 
and as soon as I was a little recovemgd, I heard Sir 
Charles muttering in my ear the mqst cruel taunts, 
aod blasphemous invectives, for my weakness and 
superstition, as he called it. [To Mr. T^vegood.] 
ButO Sir ! was'it possible for me not to feel, hard- 
hearted wretch as I have been, when you gave such a 
character of the monster, who could forsake her suck** 
ing child, and when that very monster was then be- 
fore you ? [Mrs. Chipman weeps.] 

Loveg, We esteem all your tears and sorrows, as 
a matter of thankfulness before Gpd : while we trust, 
what you are now led to feel, of the evil and bitter 
consequences of sin, will prove to your eternal good. 
Bat if Sir Charles behaved so cruelly towards you, 
even when in the Church, I should suppose, when 
you retired home to your lodgings, his conduct must 
have been more abundantly cruel and severe. 

Chipm. O Sir! it isTimpossible I could meet with 
more than I deserved : it was fit that I should reap 
the fruits of mv own misconduct. How could 1 ex«- 
pect to be served better by him, when I consider how 
I had served my husband, my babe, my father, and 
my God! But after we left the Church, he first be-^ 
gan more in the way of flattery than abuse ; wonder* 
iug that I was not more upon my gaurd, than to be 
overcome, as he called it, by the cant q( 9l whining 
and an artfid prie9^;.and that, though I had been 
exposing him and myself, by snfiering my pas^©ns to 



60 Dl&LOGUS XVUI. 

eren for the chief of sinners, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesas our Lord ! We have all sinned* 
against heaven and before thee ; and instead of being 
worthy to be numbered among thy children, we 
humbly acknowledge, how justly we might have been 
given over to suffer the penalties of eternal death ; 
but blessed be God that we have been brought upon 
our knees in thy sight, that each may cry for himself, 
'' God be merciful to me a sinner !" Yea, and blessed, 
for ever blessed be God, that we are seeking mercy 
through his atonement, who is '' able to save, to the 
uttermost, them that come to God through him !" 
And O ! most holy Redeemer, thou hast " loved us 
and given thyself for us ;" thy most precious blood is 
of infinite value for our redemption ; thoa hast ** put 
away sin the sacrifice of thyself!" and thou hast 
given us the word of thy promise, that " whosoever 
Cometh unto thee, thou wilt in no wise cast out :" and 
now with weeping eyes and broken hearts, we humbly 
cry. Save, O Lord, save us for thy mercies' sake ! 
And in an especial manner behold the poor contrite 
sinner before thee ; till now ignorant of thee ; ij^no- 
rant of the deceitfulness and desperate- wickedness 
of her own heart. We lament, how awfully she has 
been permitted to fall, by the treachery of a vile se- 
ducer, and by the corruptions of her own nature. 
But lo ! the poor penitent now humbles herself be- 
fore thee, and cries, with indignation against herself, 
^^ Behold I am vile !" And while she thus repent»^ 
and abhors herself in dust and ashes, as in thy sight, 
O thou most tender witness of the weepings and 
waitings of her broken and contrite spirit, fulfil thy 
promise ; let thy free forgiving love be her portion, 
and mercifully prevent her from being overwhelmed 
by the miseries and sorrows of her own mind ! Heal 
the deep wounds which have been made on her heart, 
by the hateful and deceitful consequences of sin ! re- 
store her by thy blessed spirit: imprint thy dear 
image upon her, and bid her go and sin no more. 
Let thy most merciful pity be vouchsafed to her 
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disconsolate husband, aod afflicted parent. O that 
her unhappy departure from thee, may be made 
the providential event in thy wise hands, of bring- 
ing them near to thy blessed self, that all of them, 
being united to thee, may feel the restoration of that 
endearing union towards each other, which is the 
happy privilege of all those who have been blessed 
with thy love, and tasted of thy salvation. Grant 
this, most merciful Father, alone for thy Son's sake, 
our most gracious Mediator and compassionate Re- 
deemer. Amen. 



[After this prayer, Mrs. Chipman, as a guilty cul- 
prit to the place of confinement, departed with Ed- 
ward to the Golden Lion ; Mr. Lovegood retired to 
his study* to write to Mr. Reader, and Mr. Worthy 
went home to Brookfield Hall.] 



DIALOGUE XIX. 

MR. WORTHY AND MR. LOVEGOOD. 



T«K STORY OF MRS.\}HIPMAN CONTINtJED. 

1- HE day following, Mr. Lovegood waited on Mr. 
Worthy with the letter designed for Mr. Reader J 
this, in course, having met with bis approbation, was 
immediately sent by the post to the disconsolate pa- 
rent of the unhappy Mrs, Chipman. A copy of which 
I have have next to present before the reader : 

" Though I truly sympathize with you in the grief 
you ipust have sustained, by the unhappy elopement 
of your daughter from her husband : yet, I can bless 
our most merciful God, that I have it in my power to 
relate to you a circumstance, which I trust, will be 
a considerable alleviation of your distress. Sir Charles 
Dash, by whom your daughter was most cruelly se- 
duced, thought proper to rest" a few days in the 
pleasant vale, in which our village r is sitiiated in his 
way to Newmarket. During hi$ stay here, I f®^** 
no better principle than mere curiosity led him to 
the Church. In the progress of my duty, being 
Minister of the Parish, that chapter was providen- 
tially read, in which are these words, "Whoremongers 
and adulterers God will judge ;" and in the course of 
my sermon, without knowing any thing of the cha- 
racters who attended, I made some observations, 



which have been so impressed upon her mind, as to 
produce, I humbly trust, that "repentance which 
will never be repented of." 

" After being thus convinced of her evil conduct, 
she soon became the object of perfect hatred to the 
raao, by whom she had been so treacherously misled ; 
and he has now most unmercifully left her, a stran* 
ger, in a strange country, scarcely with a shilling for 
her subsistence. Such have been the effects of his 
brutal love, and such the unhappy state to which 
your daughter has beeh thereby reduced. One alle- 
viation however, of her sujQerings is, that she is in 
the hands of those, who having obtained mercy from 
God our Savlaur themselves^ love to manifest the same 
to others. -A most respectable gentleman, of my 
Parish, and of an ample fortune, and a liberal mind, 
has for the present, engaged to supply her wants, and 
has employed me to enter into this correspondence 
with you, that we may know how far it will be prac- 
ticable aq^ain to restore her to her family connec- 
tions. She has already communicated to us, the 
principal circumstances of her former situation in 
)ire; and while justice demands it of me, I am happy 
to observe, that it is impossible for any one to dis- 
cover greater tenderness of mind, or deeper contrition 
of spirit; She cannot speak of you, dear Sir, but 
a flood of tears immediately bursts from her eyes, 
while she execrates her vile ingratitude to the best of 
parents, and a parent aho, whose family afflictions 
have been so severe. The like character she also 
gives of her affectionate, and attentive husband ; and 
has not language to express, how she abhors herself, 
for grieving the heart of one so worthy of her affec- 
tions, for the sake of another in every point of view, 
so worthless aiiJ vile. Being myself both a hus- 
band and a father,! know what I must have felt, had 
it been my unhappy lot, to have met with such an af- 
flictive dispensation in my family. It is therefore, 
with the greatest tenderness, that I can sympathize 
with you. But dear Sir, may I hope and trust, that 



it will not be in vain, to request you to bestow for- 
giveness on your once most obedient, though after- 
wards ungrateful, yet now truly penitent and afflicted 
daughter, whose heart is so severely broken, that it 
truly breaks our hearts to behold her daily and night- 
ly grief: and indeed, she is so comptetefy overwhel- 
med with shame and remorse for her sins, before God 
and man, that at times it is a question with us, if she 
can long survive the sorrows of her own mind. For 
the sake therefore, of that blessed Saviour, whose mer- 
cies are so free to the vilest of our poor, penitent race, 
pass by those unguarded hours of ydur daughter's life ; 
let the principal blame rest upon the head of the vile 
seducer, and restore to your recollection what she was 
in her chaster days, when it was the joy of her heart, 
to show the roost filial obedieiK*e, and affectionate 
attention to a parent she still so dearly loves, and so 
highly reveres. I confess, I find it is to me a much 
greater difiicuhy to decide, how far it becomes me to 
be her advocate with her husband, as well as with her 
father. She confesses with extreme concern, the 
bond of her marriage connexion is dissolved ; and 
she humbly acknowledges, that were she doomed to 
spend the residue of her days as it were in a state of 
the most pensive widowhood, it would be the least 
punishment she deserves ; nor can she ever suppose 
herself again worthy to embrace her dear child, which 
she unnaturally left, when it still needed the fostering 
care of a mother's arms. 

'* Under these considerations I determined, that it 
might be the most prudent step, not to correspond 
with her husband, but with her father, on this most 
unhappy event ; and to leave you to converse with 
your son-in-law, and then to transmit your answer 
to this address. I have already mentioned, that 
almost every circumstance, relative to this unhappy 
affair, has been communicated to us by her ; but an 
event about a public disturbance, which she says, 
originated in .her misconduct, and on account of 
which, she conceives she will be forever forbidden t9 
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m»ke her appearance any more in your neighbour- 
hood, she has not fully explained. If you think it 
proper, confidentially to relate the particulars of 
that event, you may depend upon it, the only ad- 
vantage I shall take of it will be, to exert myself still 
farther to assist and console, by every effort in my 
power, a poor unfortunate young woman, originally 
dear to you, by the purity and simplicity of her af- 
fectionate obedience, and now not less dear to me, as 
an bumble penitent, won to God our Saviour by the 
ministry of 

^^ Your unknown friend, 

and servant, for Christ's sake, 

Lmoer BrookfieU^ BenJAMIN LovEGOOD.'* 

near Mfipieton. 



About ten days after the above letter was sent, 
Mr. Reader returned the following answer : 



" BEV. SIR, 



" I conceive myself unutterably obliged to you, for 
your very great kindness and attention, manifested 
towards my unfortunate daughter. No doubt, but 
you find yourself sufficiently repaid by the approba- 
tion of your own mind, for the great goodness you 
have testified on this occasion ; while yon have still 
to look forward to a future day, in which you will 
receive a fuU reward at the hands of the Almighty, 
for ih2ii ^uprightness of hearty you have manifested 
towards one, that I thought might have been suffi;- 
ciently guarded from such evils, by the virMtousprin* 
cipleSy which from her childhood, I conceived it my 
doty to impress upon her mind. Amidst the deep 
grief I have sustained at the revolt of my dear child 
from the paths of virtue and m9rality ; I am happy 
she is now convinced of her error ; and sincerely pray, 
that she may abide by the good resolutions she has 

been able to reassume. I at once submit kind ^iXf 
\r^* If a 
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to the requisition you make on my daughter's behal^^ 
Assure her thereforei that I freely forgive her, and 
shall again receive her, wi^ont the most distant to- 
ken of my displeasure $ as 1 trust her repentance has 
proved a sufficient ^Uanunnent for iier crimes T and 
indeed, her former good conduct, before she was se- 
duced by that wicked roan, ever gave me such evi- 
dent demonstration of the natural goodness of her 
heart, that it were highly uncharitable, not to sup- 
pose that her repentance is sincere ; these uabappy 
days of her folly and indiscretion, I shall therefore 
bury in eternal oblivion. Assure her therefore, I 
shall be much grieved and affected, if the unhappy 
fracas, which . she says she is ashamed to relate^ 
should prevent her from accepting this, my affection- 
ate invitation for her return ; and as you wish to 
understand that cirumstarrce, I am free to relate it. 
My worthy son-in-law, a man of most excellent natu* 
tal inolinations, who had unfortunately too much 
proof of the evil propensities of my daughter, from 
h^r uncivil and uilkind behaviour, by first thwarting 
him upon all occasions, and then embracing every 
opportunity to receive the addresses of Sir Charles 
Dash, had soon too much reason to suspect his 
vile intent. He therefore for once feigned a neces- 
sary absence from home on his business, and returned 
at an unexpected hour. By this stratagem, he de- 
tected that wicked man in his abominable designs : 
and not having sufficient property to avenge himself 
in course of law, can you wonder Sir, if Mr. Chipman 
should have exceeded the rules of moderation, in the 
revenge he was excited to take against the man, from 
whom hilbad received such cruel injuries i^ Armed 
with horse- whips, he and one of his men, -by force 
entered the chamber, where they discovered roy 
daughter and this libidinous wretch : thus armed, 
they gave him one of the severest flagellations man 
could well receive. But could it be severer than such 
a brutal and treacherous conduct deserved at his 
hands ? Being thus driven out of the house, he was 
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followed with not less severity through the towu. 
He was then thrown into the kennel by a mob of 
cfaildrenin the streets, while the people at large eager- 
ly testified their approbation of Mr. Chipman'S' me- 
thod, if not of legd, yet of laudable revenge^ in their 
generad outcry against a man so deservedly detested, 
as the destroyer of the peace of one of the most happy 
£atmilie» iti the to^vn. However, at' length, Sir 
Charlesy with great difficulty, got to his lodgings ; 
soon afterwards he was followed thither by my daugh- 
ter ; they both made an early elopement together the 
next morning, and after that, what became of them 
was a matter entirely unknown to us, until your letter 
was received. 

*' As with much delicacy, you ask my advice, how 
far it may be practicable to attempt a reconciliation 
between my daughter and her hudband ; so I find as 
much difficulty in giving my advice. You say, my 
daughter is so true a penitent, and is now so deeply 
afiected at her past ofiences, that you have your fears 
whether she can survive her grief; and ii much con- 
cerns me to observe, that the revival of her affisction 
to her husband, must be attended with additional 
grief to her mind, when she is informed, that Mr. 
Chipman has been so deeply affected at this unhappy 
event, that he sunk under melancholy and dejection 
of spirit. This brought on a bilious fever, which for 
several days we thought might have terminated in his 
death : and though he is recovered from the most 
dangerous crisis of the disease, yet 1 fear, the effects 
of it he cannot long survive. He has no spirit left ; 
bis business he totally neglects ; and whenever he 
thinks of my daughter, or beholds the dear little infant 
she has crnelly left behind, he is again overwhelmed 
with grief and floods of tears ; and though I and Mr. 
Eribble, the curate of our town, do all we can to 
divert him by reading the news, or by an innocent 
game at cards, I fear, that detestable seducer will 
be the death of one, who, I believci was naturally as 
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good-hearted as most that are to be met with in the 
present day. 

^' Think kind Sir, what a painful task it was to 
roe to read your letter to my son-in-law, in a state 
so debilitated and weak ; and though I did it with 
all possible tenderness and attention to his feeling 
mind, yet it opened the sluices of his affection beyond 
what I can possibly express, and it was with much 
difficulty, that at) length he cried, ^ Tell my wife I 
freely forgive her ; but though a dying man, how 
can I forgive the wretch, who has destroyed the 
peace of my mind, and torn my darling from my 
bosom !' 

^' I leave it with you Sir, to break these painful 
circumstances to mj' unfortunate daughter, as you 
may judge best. So far as her conduct has been a 
grief and injury to me, againg 1 repeat it, I freely 
forgive her from the bottom of my heart ; but from 
the declining state of her husband's health, I have 
deferred writing for above a week. I fear he will 
soon forget all his sorrows, in being speedily laid in 
the silent grave. He is however, a man naturally of 
a very good mind, and is now endeavoring to fortify 
himself against that solemn event, by making his 
peace ivith God, according ta the best of his abi- 
lity and knowledge. I am Rev. Sir, with many 
thanks for your great kindness and attention to my 
daughter, 

^' Your most obdient humble servant, 

James Reader.** 

Locksbury>t May 15. 

Immediately upon the reception of the above letter^ 
Mr. Lovegood consultedMr. Worthy how they should 
act for the best upon it. They not only had to lament 
the strange dark conceptions of Mr. Reader's mind, as 
it respected the knowledge of the Gospel, though in 
bimself a well-intentioned man ; but were very appre- 
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hensiTe of the effects it roust have on Mrs. Chipman's 
feelings. However, they were both of the same 
opinion, that the contents of the letter could not be 
kept back from her, wiiatever painful sensations might 
be created thereby. 

They conceived also, that a second interview simi- 
lar to the former, would be more painful to her feel- 
ings, under this new circumstance of the dying situa* 
tion of her husband. It was at length judged best, 
that Mr. Lovegood should send her father^s letter, 
for private perusal, together with another letter fronv 
himself, preparing her for its trying contents. This 
be wrote with his accustomed tenderness and discre- 
tion ; considering at the same time, how keenly she 
must feel, under the painful recollection, that all her- 
sufferings were brought on her, by her own miscon- 
duct. 

^^ Edward was accordingly sent for, and directed how 
to act, and afterwards to inform Mr. Lovegood and 
Mr. Worthy of the result. But he wishing to have^ 
some one else in his house, on this occasion, requested 
Henry Littleworth would be there ; who, though* 
once scich a profane and dissipated rake, was now the 
admiration of the neighbourhood, for the wisdom, 
goodness, and purity of his life. He, with his sister 
Nancy, immediately came down to Brookfield, that 
they might be there while Mr. Reader's letter was 
laid before bis daughter : and as the case of Mrs. 
Chipman was in some instances his own, he would 
naturally enttr into her feelings with much tender- 
ness and sympathy of mind. The consequences of^ 
this^ interview will now be presented to the reader, in 
the conversation which took place at Mr. Lovegood-s; 
where Henry and Edward went to report thq result 
of this event. 



Edw, Sir, Mr« Henry Littleworth and Tare come 
to tell you. how Mrs. Chipman received the lettifer. 
Lopeg, Well, and how did the poor crieature bear 

A* 
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Edw. Why Sir, at first, as you directed roe, 1 
gave her your letter. While she attempted to read 
it she wiped her eyes several times, admiiing your 
tenderness to such a wretch, as she always called her- 
self. She then said, By the latter end of Mr. Love- 
good's letter, I find you have another letter from my 
father : and when 1 gave it her, she trembled like 
an aspen leaf. I then begged her, to go up stairs and 
read it by herself. She had not been long there, be- 
fore we heard her scream violently ; my wife and I 
ran up, and found her in strong hysterics. 

JLoveg. I was afraid tlie letter would be too much 
for her. Her affections having been withdrawn from 
the worthless fellow who seduced her, since the bless- 
ed change, which I trtist, has really taken place upon 
her mind, it is no wonder that they are strongly re- 
stored to their proper object 5 and the thoughts of his 
death by her misconduct, must be like a dagjger to 
her heart. — But how long did she continue in that 

state ? 

Edw, 1 believe Sir, it was full half an hour. We 
desired that Mr. Henry and his sister would walk up, 
while my wife went down to bring something for her 
refreshment ; and when she seemed a little recovered 
Mr. Henry went to prayer with her. 

Loveg. [To Henry] Well, and how did her mind 
seem after prayer f 

jfifen. OSir ! she sat the picture of misery and fran- 
tic grief; calling herself monster, murderer, wretch, 
and the vilest sinner out of hell. Thea I began to 
tell her that she could not be worse than I was in my 
thoughtless days 5 but there was a precious word of 
promise given for me and for her—" This is a faithful 
saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the 
chief." " No," she directly cried, " 1 am chief, and 
I shall soon have the murder of my dear husband to 
answer for before the bar of God. O ! what a hateful 
wretch. How ashamed am I of this most polluted soul, 
and if possible, still more polluted body, before God.*- 
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Thus she went on, exclaiming against herself. O 
Sir ! what misery and mischief has sin brought into 
the world, and what a mercy that God ever stopped 
me in my mad ways. 

Loveg. Tes Mr. Henry, none of us can be suffi- 
ciently thankful for the power of that divine grace, 
which saves from a thousand evils. But could you 
discover, from Mrs. Chipman's conversation, what 
were her future designs f 

Edw. Sir, she could hold no conversation with us 
whatever. I am afraid she will lose her senses or 
her life. 

Loveg. Let us hope for the best Edward. We 
cannot be surprised at the strength of her feeling, on 
receiving such tidings respecting her poor husband ; 
the grace of God always restores tenderness to the 
mind. But this, for the present, makes it a more me- 
lancholy event ; as almost whatever is said to her, 
can have no other tendency than to add to her grief; 
and how to advise her, as to the steps she should take 
under present circumstances, is a most difficult task. 
Were she to accept of her/ather's invitation, and re- 
turn home ; the sight of h%r dying husband might be 
the cause of her death also : for thousands of people 
have been killed by grief. 

Hen, O Sir ! when it first pleased God to awaken 
me to a sense of my sins, nothing so affected me as 
the thought, that my vile conduct might have sent my 
dear parents with broken hearts to the grave. 

Edw. But Sir, if you could come to our house, and 
say something by way of comforting the poor crea- 
ture, we should esteem it a great kindness. We really 
do not know what to do with her, and she pays great 
attention to what you say. Till the letter came, 
about her husband's illness, she began now and then 
to look a little composed ! she took a deal of notice of 
what you said yesterday wasse'nnight in your sermon, 
as how God could over-rule the wicked purposes of 
mankind to bring about the eternal good of thein- 
$elves and others : though sin was not the less abomi 
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nable on that account. I dare say Sir, yott remember 
what you said about Onesimus, who was permitted to 
rob and then run away from bis master, that he might 
be brought to the knowledge of the truth, by the 
preaching of St. Paul. She seemed to take a deal 
of notice of that observation. 

Loveg. Well Edward, if it be your wish, I shall 
have no objection. I have an hour to spare, and wil> 
go with you directly. 

[Mr. Lovegood, Henry, and Edward walk to the 
Golden Lion. In the road Edward observes :] 

Edw. Sir, I believe I must lay aside public-house 
keeping. My wife and I think out of our little farm, 
(you know our Squire is very moderate in liis rents) 
and by making a little malt we can keep ourselves^ 
very well, especially since we buried our last poor 
little girl ^ we have now but three children left. 

Loveg. O no Edward, by no means. For as soon 
as you give over, some one else will be starting up ; 
especially as the turnpike road lies through our village 
and then it is probable that nothing but riot and 
drunkenness will be brought into our parish ; and one 
public house is quite enough for this place. 

Edw» Why Sir, did you not hear what a riot we 
were likely to have had at our house, last Tuesday 
evening, from a set of drovers that came along this 
way ? 

Loveg. No, not I. — I never hear of riots at your 
house. 

Edw, Why Sir, after I had put their beasts into 
the field, they came into the house, and began curs^* 
ing and swearing; and as I thought it might answer 
best to speak, to them with as much good temper as 1 
could, as generally that goes farthest with such sort of 
people, I told them, that ours was a very regular 
house; and that for the sake of good order^ I thought 
it best, that we should all swear by turns, and that it 
was my turn to swear next : and thus we should ali 
prove, one by one, where was the good of it, and what 
ladvantage comes by it ; thorefore, for the saK^of good 
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manners, I begged tbey would stop till after they had 
heard me swear. One of them, having cast his eyes 
CD what I have painted in large letters over the man- 
tle piece, SWEAR not at aul, directly said, with a 
great oath, that he should burst if he was kept from 
swearing at that rate. I then told them, I would do 
any thing in reason to oblige them, if they would but 
oblige me ; and that made them quiet for a while. 

L^veg. Well, if that was the case, your end was an- 
swered, and who kiiows, what may be the future good 
effects of such a testimony against their profkne con- 
versation. 

Edw. But Sir, it did not end here. For it seems 
they had been laying wagers as they came along the 
road, and they had engaged to spend it in drink be- 
fore they went to bed : and when I told them, they 
could have no more liquor in my house, than what was 
really good for them : for I had ndt suffered a per- 
son to get drunk within my doors for above these 
seven years ; immediately they began cursing and 
swearing at me, and abusing my d — d religion, as they 
profanely called it, in the most outrageous manner. I 
directly told them, if they did not behave quietly I 
should go to the gentleman, who was my Landlord and 
a justiGC of the peace, and who would allow none of 
these doings in our village, and that he would make 
them pay for every oath they swore. They then began to 
be so noisy, that I thought I should actually be obliged 
to send to the 'Squire for a warrant ; but at last, after 
I had promised them a pint of beer before supper, and 
two pints after supper, as it had been a very hot day ; 
provided they did not swear over it, they became 
pretty orderly, and one of them suffered me to talk 
to him very seriously ; and I gave him some of the 
religious tracts, our 'Squire wished me to put into the 
hands of travellers who come our road. 

Loveg. This is no proof that you should give up 
your public house ; but just the contrary ; for bad they 
gone but two miles farther, to Mapleton, there 1 fear 
they might have made themselves wicked enough ; at 
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kast tfaey were restrained for a while ; and now they 
have heard something they may remember another 
day. Besides, I «tm told, that a great many decent 
sober travellers have lately found their way to yoar 
house, for the sake of the quiet and orderly accommo- 
dations they find there; and where are the people to 
go to on a Sunday, if you shut up your public house f 
I am persuaded you are as much in the way of duty in 
your public house, as I am when in the pulpit ; and I 
am sure, your excellent landlord, Mr. Worthy is of 
the same* opinion. He will never suffer you to pull 
down your Golden Lion, for a few rubs of this sort. 

Edw. But Sir, had some of my sober customers 
happened to have been there ; how I should have 
been ashamed of myself ! and it was but the night be- 
fore the Stewards of our benefit club met at our 
house. 

Loveg. Ashamed of yourself — for what f I am sure 
they would never have thought the worse of you, or 
religion, on that account ; besides, 1 think I can give 
you a remedy Tor this evil, at a very small expense — • 
Wait a few days and see if I cannot. 



[The Golden Lion is a little snug, clean place,, 
situated on the brook from whence the village takes 
its name : it had a nice old fashioned porch before the 
door. Mr. Worthy immediate!}' contrived a plan to 
adorn the brook with some weeping willows, and the 
front of this porch in a captivating tasty style, though 
consistent with its original simplicity ; making it still 
more like a neat summer-house, by sending hii^ 
gardener to plant some honey-suckles and flowering 
shrubs about the porch and on the little green before 
the door. On a tablet on the front of the porch thus 
adorned the following lines were soon afterwards 
painted : 

Let the kind traveler of a friendly mind 
Step in, and all he wants he here shall find ; 
A grateful welcome and a wholesome bed, 
A peAceful pillow for a sober henA, 



DIALOGUE IV. 



THE GOLDEN LION. , 



EVILS OF SEDUCTION. *^ 

While moderation makes the mild request, 
tie has whate'er he needs before his rest ; 
The hostess waits with an attentire hand. 
To senre with cheerfuhiess at his commands 

'Tis here the constant law of kindness rei|;n8 ; 
Her rightful sceptre here she well maintains ; **« 
No sons of midnight riot dare molest 
The sweet repose th^ weary find in rest. 

'Tis here. Tranquillity and Peace combine, 
To shed their grateful influence all divine ; 
Here Loye has fixed her constant fond abode. 
For all who love themselves, and love their God. 

Thus adorned by the elegant taste of Mr. Wortliy, 
and the poetic genius of Mr. Lovegood ; stands the 
Golden Lion, in the parish of Lower Brookfield, si- 
tuate in a vale which exhibits the most enchanting 
scenery the eye of man can well behold. While it 
beautifully opens itself to the south, it is screened from 
the northern blast by a chain of rocky hills, the most 
magnificent and wild. Here the meandering stream^ 
which afterwards runs through the village, and adorns ^ 
the pleasure grounds of Brookfield Hall, finds its re- 
tired channel under a ridge of those rocks, which 
in many places project in fine, bold, perpendicular 
forms, and being covered with an abundance of 
stately trees, the growth of ages, projecting forward 
in different points of view, exhibit to your imagina- 
tion, the ruins of such ancient castles, as might, in 
former ages, have filled the world with astonishment 
and surprise. 

This part of the scenery has been in the possession 
of the family of the Wortbys for many generations. 
Other parts of the same landscape belonging to Lord 
Rakish, are not less enchanting, if less romantic ^ all 
of them fine rising hills, beautifully broken, and rich- 
ly picturesque. Nearly on the summit of one of 
them, stands the village of Upper Brookfield, while 
a variety of cottages are found to rest on difierent 
broken brows, adding a pleasing vivacity to the neigh- 
bourhood at large. M 
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It is however to be lamented, that this part of the 
scenery has in a measure been deprived of a share of 
its original beauties : Through the extravagance of 
Lord Rakish, created by a life of dissipation, many a 
fine wide-spreading oak has been felled to the ground, 
to please the silly fancies of a proud and empty mind. 
Not so the estates belonging to the family of the Wor- 
thys. Throughout several generations, every tree is 
sure to stand, but as it is cut down for necessary re- 
pairs ; and its successors are provided for generations 
yet to come. Durable as the everlasting hills and 
mountains which surround them, may the generation 
of the Worthys long survive ; while it is of little con- 
sequence what becomes of the family of such worth- 
less Lords, whose boasted ancestors were perhaps only 
the mean sycophants of some corrupted court ; and 
whose conduct is of no better tendency, than to spread 
contagion in the vicinage wherein they live. 

Which of my readers, whoever he may be, after 
such a description of the situation of the Golden Lion, 
and its honest occupier, will not thank me whenever 
he may travel that road, if I recommend him to seek 
there his necessary accommodations f There he will 
find a host truly pious 5 a hostess neatly industrious 
and attentive ! a clean-scoured table, not covered 
with damask linen, but with a cloth delicately white ; 
a plain, but plentiful repast, neatly served ; and every 
other accommodation at a reasonable rate, that any 
traveller of tranquillity and moderation, and blessed 
with the fear of God, would wish to enjoy. By this 
design at the entrance of the porch, no such unwel^ 
come visitants, as before mentioned, now presume to 
interrupt the guests ; nor is any thing farther heard 
after the door is closed at the evening of the day; 
excepting the still voice of reading the Bible and Fa- 
mily Prayer in a bark parlour; while none of the 
customers are prohibited from enjoying the same pri-' 
vilege with the family, (if they request it,) which they 
enjoy among themselves. But the reader's attentioa 
shall no longer be interrupted from Mrs. Chipman's 
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laarrative. The conversation started by Edward, 
was scarcely concluded when they reached the Gold- 
en Lion.] 



Edw. [To his wife called Prudence.] Well Pru- 
dence, how is Mrs. Chipman ? 

Prud. I think she seems a little more composed, 
though she is very low. [To Mr. Lovegood.] Your 
servant Sir, she will be very glad to see you; she 
otten talks about you. 

Lioveg. I should be happy to do her any service 
poor thing, but her situation is so truly perplexing, 
that I know not how to deal with her : it appears to 
me as though her life almost depended on every word 
that is said to her. Is she up stairs ? 

Prud, Ifyou please Sir, I'll call her down, as the 
house is free from company. 

[She comes down, faint, trembling, and very hys- 
terical.] After a while, Mr. Lovegood takes her by 
the hand, and said, My friend, pray for submission 
and resignation to tk« will of God. 

Chipm, [In the greatest agitation.] O Sir, how 
can you call a murderer your friend ? • 

Loveg, When you made that unhappy step, you by 
no means, intentionally designed to be a murderer. 

Chipm, But had I thought at all, what could I have 
expected otherwise? What a wretch have I been to 
break the heart of such a man ; O ! how I hate myself, 
and how I deserve to be hated by all who know me. 

LovSg. I confess there is no reason to palliate your 
offences ; we will admit they are great : and when 
you continued ignorant of God, and of that power 
which alone can subdue the pride and passion of the 
human heart, no wonder that sin was found to pre- 
vail, while you were given over to such guides ; how 
could it be otherwise .'^ But admitting the charge 
against yourself, even murderers are not beyond the 
reach of divine mercy. How justly might you have 
been given over to insensibility and hardness of heart; 
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but now you are brought to your recollection, you 
feel your folly. 

Chipm, Yes Sir, and a thousand times worse than 
folly. O ! bow it cuts my heart to think, what my 
dear husband's feelings must have been, before I could 
have brought him to su«h a state. What would I 
give to restore him from the grave, if he should never 
lore me any more. What shall I do ? how shall I 
act ? Dear Sir, shall I go directly to him ? If it were 
in my power to walk on foot, every step of the way, 
bow gladly would I take the journey ; if each step 
would but bring me nearer to heal the heart of that 
werthy man, who is now dying through my most vile 
and ungrateful conduct. 

[She is again extremely affected, while all present 
join to mingle the tear of sympathetic grief with hers ; 
then she adds :] 

Chipm. Bui what is become of my dear child f I 
hear nothing of him, that innocent miserable orphan. 
Perhaps by now, it has lost its affectionate father, 
while it has been forsaken by its brutal mother ! 

Loveg. We have heard nothing as it respects the 
health or situation of your child; we trust it still lives, 
and thSit your mind will be so composed, as that you 
may live to bring it up in " the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord." 

Chipm. O Sir ! your text, '^ Can a woman forget 
her sucking child !''— 

[She again gives way to excessive grief of mind ; 
Mr. Lovegood catches an opportunity, during the in- 
tervals of her grief, to add] 

Loveg. But should you not recollect, how God can 
bring good out of evil ; God we trust, has already 
accomplished in you the good of repentance, which 
was indirectly brought about through the horrid evil 
of seduction. 

Chipm' [After some recollection, a little more calm.] 
Well, well, if ever I am saved, I shall be the greatest 
monument of mercy upon earth ; but if God forgives 
me, I never^ never can forgive myself. 



JLoveg. There are as greit monuments of grace al- 
ready ID glory. — Mary Magdalen, out of whom the 
Lord cast seven devils, Saul, and many others. Hope 
for the best. 1 think I see a plan of good before us, 
in all these calamities, which gives me reason to be- 
lieve, that God will get himself more glory by your 
misguided steps, than might have been the case, had 
these events never taken place ! 

Chipm. O Sir! is it possible f 

Loveg. Was ever any thing more glorious than what 
God accomplished, by permitting the base conduct of 
Herod, Pontius Pilate, and Judas Iscariot, to betray 
and sell and crucify our Lord ? 

Chipm. O Sir ! but these were all wicked, and 
were punished for their wickedness. And shall I es- 
cape ? 

Loveg. Joseph^s brethren you know, meant evil 
against him : but God notwithstanding, overruled it 
for good " to save much people alive :" so that even 
their evil ways were permitted for their own future 
good ; and you remember how God brought about 
matters for the salvation of a thievish Onesirpus. — 
Who knows but your father and your husband may be 
brought to the knowledge of the gospel, by the same 
unhappy steps, which, urider the management of 
divine Providence, have brought you to Brookfield ? 

Chipm. O, would to God it might ! I think it is 
that event alone which will prevent my dying of a 
broken heart. 

Loveg. Well, I have a plan before me, that may, 
by the blessing of God, be the cause of as great joy to 
you, as present circumstances have made you misera- 
ble. You know how unhappily ignorant your father is, 
of the way of salvation, made known in the Bible by 
Jesus Christ. Poor man, he has no other confidence 
but that of a heathen in his own morality. Now I 
mean to send him a very serious letter upon this sub- 
ject, and recommend Inm to read some such books as 
may lead him to the knowledge of the truth; and, who 
knows what a blessing it may be to his soul ! 

Chipm. And O dear Sir ! do, for the Lord's sake* 
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write upon the same subject to tny dear husband : wfaat 
good can he get froni the visit&rf>f Mr. Fribble. Shalt 
I go myself aud beg his pardon, again and again, that 
he may forgive me before he dies, and explain to him 
the little that I know about the matter, since I have 
seen my folly, and been made to abhor my ways f 

Loveg. I really think you had better leave all this to 
others. A meeting of that sort, under present circum- 
stances, would be too much for you both. But are 
there«no serious people about that neighbourhood f 

Chipm, I remember there were a few people who 
tised to meet in some back room, in a lane in our town, 
and as they were ridiculed, just as you are, I have al- 
ready thought they might be good people ; but then 
my faiher was very much prejudiced against them, and 
my husband was entirely guided by him in religion. 
O dear Sir ! what would I give if my father and hus- 
band could but meet with some one who knows about 
that Christianity which has wounded my heart, under 
a conviction of the evil nature of sin, and has made me 
to abhor myself for my most abominjible conduct. 

Hen. Sir, I feel so much interested on this subject, 
though I am so young in grace, yet I could almost ven- 
ture to say, that I would ask my father if he could 
spare me to go with your letters and the books. I 
think Locksbury is not above seventy miles from Ma- 
pleton; I could get therein two days: and our har-* 
vest will not come on these six weeks. 

Loveg. Why Henry, could I leave my charge, I 
should be happy to go with you ; but if you could be 
spared, such a visit might be attended with most bles- 
sed consequences ; and if your faiher has not a horse* 
to spare, fit for the jouruey, I can almost answer for 
it Mr. Worthy will be very happy to accommodate 
you with one, if your lameness should not prove an 
impediment. 

Hen. I thank God, my hip is much strengthened 
since I have returned home. I feel very little incon- 
venience when I ride. I will go home and consult 
my father, and then I will call on you again. 
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SooQ hder fhis, the conversation terminated with a 
prayer from Mr. Lovegood. Henry went home to 
consult with his father about the journey. He was^ 
with some dii&cultyi persuaded to part with bis much 
beloved son, who was now made so dear to him by 
the uniting ties of the Gospel, while Mr. Lovegood at- 
tended to his engagement, which was, to write a very 
serious and appropriate letter to Mr. Reader ; and 
to select a few books, such as might be the most con- 
ducive to give him a proper view of the Gospel dis- 
pensation. And if the reader will but wait till after 
Henry's return, he may probably hear of some far- 
ther events, which were the result of this interesting 
visit. This Dialogue therefore, shall close, by lay- 
ing before the reader two letters ; the one from Mr. 
Lovegood to Mr. Reader, the other from Mrs. Chip- 
man to her dying husband.- 



SIR. 



TO MR. READER. 



" We all feel ourselves so deeply interested in your 
family afflictions, as to excite us to show you every 
possible attention for the alleviation of your distress. 
By the peculiar wish of your daughter, and by the be- 
nevolent assistance of Mr. Worthy ; a purpose mes- 
senger waits upon you with this, and with some other 
tokens of our sympathy and respect. 

" Mr. Henry Littleworth, the young man who is so 
kind as to be our messenger on this occasion, though 
once unhappily of a profane and dissolute turn, is 
now, by the grace of God, become remarkably serious 
and devout. This makes him feel more tenderly for 
your daughter, as her case, is in some respects, so 
similar to his own. Since he has experienced the con- 
verting power of divine grace upon his heart, he has 
considerably cultivated a good understanding, by rea- 
ding and serious meditatation, upon useful and profit- 
table subjects. To him therefore, I shall refer you, 

7* 
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for all you wish to know, as U respects your daughter'^ 
miQc], while at the same time, I have no doubt but that 
you will find hira capable of advising with you, as it 
may respect what future steps should be taken, either 
upon the death or recovery of Mr. Chipman. 

"'But dear Sir, with the greatest tenderness, at least 
as it relates to the feelings of my own mind, I wish 
to obviate those mistakes, in which you conceive so 
highly, respecting any applause I can take to myself, 
or any meritorious claim 1 can ever make before the . 
bar of a just and holy God. Surely Sir, it is beyond 
the power of an Angel to give him more obedience 
than is due to his Infinitely holy name; therefore even 
their perfect services, appear before him as having no 
meritorious claim, when all the ability must first be 
received from him, ere any service they perform, cart 
be deemed acceptable in bis sight. 

" Were Gabriel himself to presume to boast, and 
were the Lord to answer him, " Take that which Is 
thine, and go thy way :" would he not sink into no- 
thing before his God f No wonder therefore, that 
while they are performing their highest actsofobedi* 
ence, they are described as veiling their faces, and 
giving all the glory to Him, who has made them what 
they are ; and who still upholds them by the arm of 
his almighty power. If then the proud boast of merit 
be inconsistent even wiih Angels themselves, what 
should our language be, when sinners of our depra- 
ved race shall be called to stand in his holy presence, 
who is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, but with 
infinite detestation and eternal abhorrence ! ! ! 

" Not to depreciate that which may be praisewor- 
thy in you, dear Sir, or in any one else, as it respects 
our outward conduct, between man and man ; bat 
surely as it relates to the inward state of our minds^ 
before a Being of infinite purity ; who can stand when 
he appeareth f Never was one whose righteous cha- 
racter before man, shone so bright as that of Job ; but 
^hen his eye saw God ; or in other words, when the 
^e of his mind saw into the nature of the infinite pu- 
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thy of God ; with what solemn surprise does he cry^ 
** Behold, I am vile !'' And bow humiliating was his 
language, as it farther respected himself: " Therefore 
I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.'' And the 
prophet Isaiah was not less surprised, when the Sera- 
phims' voices cried to each other, " Holy, Holy, Holy, 
is the Lord of Hosts !" Then said be, " Wo is me ! 
for I am undone." If the most holy and exalted of 
the saints of God, thus humbled themselves in the dust 
before him ; instead of our boasting of the merit of our 
righteousness, how much more cause have we to lie in 
the dust, on account of the dfemenV of our sinfulness. — 
If therefore, yon will allow me to speak plainly the 
feelings of my mind on this subject, whatever differ- 
ence subsists between me and the vilest sinner upon 
earth, my language must ever be like that of St. Paul ^ 
" By the grace of God I am what I am :" while 
amidst my highest acquirements, I feel mj'self a sinner 
still ; and indeed, in every attempt to serve God, I am 
sensible I fall short of my duty and of his glory. And 
though I may not have been guilty of the publican's 
practice, yet sure I am, I need to adopt the publican's 
prayer, " God be merciful to me a sinner." 

" Once, dear Sir, these things were hid from my 
eyes ; while I was ignorant of God, I was ignorant of 
myself. But when I began to read my Bible with at- 
tention, I soon discovered it was God's own account, 
of a very depraved and fallen race ; and that th^sen- 
tence of a just and holy law, had pronounced eternal 
death against all mankind, as " all had sinned ;" and 
thiat it was now in vain for me any longer to make the 
Pharisee's plea, " I thank thee, I am not as other men ;" 
while I was foolishly " trusting in myself that I was 
righteous, and despised others :" saying, in the pride 
of my heart ; " Stand by, for I am holier than thou." 

" But what sinner can ever be said to be righteous r 
It is not more absurd to say, the guilty are innocent. 
The law has positively said, " The soul that sinnetli 
shall die ;" that " the wages of sin is death ;" yea, and 
that " if we offend in one point, we are guilty of ail 5' 
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it matters not in what point we transgress, as the 
tence goes forth by pronouncing '' Cursed is every 
) that continueth not (during his whole life) in all 
igs written in the book of the law to do them." 
' Thus, by the knowledge of the purity and holi- 
s of the LaWy the proud notions of merit were soon 
lished far from my mind ; and no other hope was 
for me, but the hope of the Gospel ; salvation fdr 
' ruined race, from his mercy alone, who came to 
ut away sin by the sacrifice of himself." I am now 
isfied ^' that there is no other name given among 
n, whereby they can be saved, but the name of 
us Christ our Saviour." Thus Sir, I had been liv- 
; on the false hope of a mere heathen, and never 
?.w it, till divine mercy convinced me of the purity 
Code's law, and the impurity of my own nature. — 
lile the name of Christ had been sounded in my 
s, I had no conception of the need of his salvation 
my heart ; it was on my own goodness, not on his 
ice that I fixed my dependance. But now I feel and 
ow that he alone is my peace and salvation ; and 
it without the shedding of his blood, I never can be 
leemed from the curse of the law : so that in point 
my acceptance and justification before God, I have 
other plea left, but his obedience unto death on my 
balf. 1 confess myself a sinner ; and while I abhor 
?ry comparative idea of merit above others of my fel- 
V sinners, (for we have all sinned and fallen short of 
glory,) I trust alone on his mercy for my salvation. 
'' I was not less ignorant of the nature of that holi- 
5S, possessed by every true believer who is thus ** ac- 
Dted in the Beloved." I mistook decency for devo- 
n, and morality before man, for spirituality before 
)d. Never till 1 knew the evil of sin, as a transgres- 
n against God's good and holy law, did I desire to be 
livered from its inward dominion and power. I now 
ow "I must be born again," or in other words, " be 
lewed in the spirit of my mind :" and of this I am 
rsi;aded, the pardoned believer has no inclination tp 
e in sin, that grace may abound ; for he knows, that 
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being justified by the redemption that is in Christ, he 
is dedicated thereby unto God, that he may live to his 
glory. I had not t^us dwelt on my own experience lo 
long bad I not conceived, that yon also have been un- 
happily misled from the glorious hope of the Gospel, 
by the same mistake. I haVe therefore taken the 
liberty to transmit to you a few books upon the evan- 
gelical, yet not less practical, truths of the Gospel j 
and I am sure, most thoroughly consistent with the 
articles and liturgy of that church of which I am 
happy to confesb myself a minister, and of which also 
I suppose yourself to be a member. 

"Though it grieves us all to see your daughter so 
excessively overcome by the dangerous state of Mr. 
Chipmau's health, it notwithstanding presents us 
with a most pleasing sensation, as it respects the ten- 
der and blessed state of mind to which, by the grace 
of God, she seems most graciously to be restored. 

"As the most worthy and excellent young man, 
the bearer of this, will take an opportunity of consult- 
ing with you, on what steps may be necessary to be 
taken on this unhappy event, 1 shall shorten this ad- 
dress, by subscribing myself, 

"Your real friend and servant, for Christ's sake, 

"Ben. Lovegood." 
BrooJcfield. 



MRS. CHIPMAn's letter. 

" My dearest Husband, 

" If you can admit a wretch, so treacherous and 
vile, to address you in such terms, will you allow me 
to implore your pardon, in the most submissive lan- 
guage f Nothing but guilt and confusion fills my 
heart, exciting at the same time, tears of the deepest 
contrition from my eyes ; while I thus request you to 
forgive the worst of women, who has been so trea- 
cherous and cruel to the best of husbands, and who has 
also behaved so unnaturally as to forsake her own off- 
spring. My most dear and injured husband, I could not 



have presumed on this address, If 1 had not been taught 
by divine mercy, to abhor myself for my crimes ; but 
as I am now seeking forgiveness of God, I feel I never 
can be happy until 1 am favoured with your forgive- 
ness also, though 1 justly deserve to be abhorred by 
you, all the days of my life. I am told with inex- 
pressible grief, by a letter from my father, that you 
are a dying man, through my most hateful conduct 
towards you. Is it possible for you to believe, after 
all that has passed, that I speak the truth when I say, 
1 now feel, since . a most merciful God has I trust, 
convinced me of the evil of my most abominable ways, 
I feel a love to you, if you can believe me, stronger 
than I ever felt before ; And I could travel a thou- 
sand miles to heal a heart that has been so deeply 
wounded by my vile conduct; the pleasure I should 
take in each painful step for such a purpose, I cannot 
express. Yet consider I beseech you, your once 
dearest Jemima ; and recollect how happy we were 
in the chaster days of our connexron ; while I could 
keep your accounts, post your books, and wait upon 
you with the most affectionate attention. I cannot 
tell you how I execrate myself for having forsaken 
such an office, and for grieving the heart of such a 
husband. I beg you not however to suppose I mean 
hereby an excuse for my crimes ; they cannot be 
lessened by any excuse whatever. Yet I trust, hav- 
ing received that g;race which makes me shudder at 
my former conduct, you will remember what a poor 
Magdalen once felt, when she washed our Saviour's 
feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hairs of 
her head. And though I scarcely dare presume to 
hope that he will forgive a wretch that has been so 
vile, yet let me humbly request you to consider, what 
that most affectionate young man has to say to you, 
who brings you this letter,, and who was not, until a 
merciful God changed his heart, much less wicked and 
hateful than myself. O then ! let it be believed, that 
nothing, in a way of mercy, is impossible with God ; 
^nd surely 4hat mercy is needed by us all, when we 
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considler what sinful hearts we have before him, who 
is infioitely holy. Ob ! how theu shall such a wretch 
as I have been, appear before him? My only hop^is 
from what Mr. Lovegood, the excellent Minister of 
the parish in which I now am, has advised me to read, 
which is still to be found in our old Common Prayer 
Books, in the lamentation of a sinner. 



Mercy, g^ood Lord ! mercy I aak. 
This is the total sum ; 

For meroy, Lord is all my suit, 
Lord, let thy mercy come. 



" Receive these few lines from your truly penitent, 
and as truly affectionate, 

^* Jemima Chipman.'^ 

Lover Brookfield^ near Mapleton, 

Having thus laid the two letters before my readers, 
they will naturaly conclude, that somewhat interest- 
iBg may be the result of Henry's return 5 and as thes^ 
events will be detailed in the succeeding Dialogues, 
I hope they may prove not less instructing than any 
of the forpner. * 



DIALOGUE XX. 



MR. WORTHY AND FAMILY, MR. LOVEGOOD, A\D 

MR. MERRYMAN. 



THE CHARACTER AND BXPERJENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN 

MINISTER EXEMPLIFIED. 

-A.S Henry Littieworth, from a* variety of circumstan- 
ces, was detained some weeks at Locksbury on Mrs. 
Cbipraan's affairs ; a detail of other events, during 
that interval, may not be unaeceptable to the reader> 
There were a few serious and godly clergymen, 
about the neighbourhood of Brookfield, who were 
in the habit of associating together in rotation, at 
each other's houses, for the purpose of mutual edi* 
fication in their sacred work. A meeting of this 
sort, was held at Mr. Lovegood's, during the time 
that Mrs. Chipmau's affairs were in agitation. 
At these meetings one of the ministers always 
preached in his turn. This office now fell to the 
lot of Mr. Merryman ; and an admirable and affect- 
ing sermon he preached, in some respects not less 
suitable to his own experience than to that of Mrs. 
Chipman, from the following text : ^' And such 
were some of you ; but ye are washed, but ye are 
sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God." This 
sermon was not less grateful to the mind of Mr. 
Lovegood, than consolatory to the wounded con- 
science of the unhappy Mrs. Chipman. They say 
also, that the sermon was blessed to Mr. Gauger, 
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tfie exciseman of the Parish, who being himself an 
ignorant and giddy youth, and having heard that 
Mr. Merryman was, till of late, one of his own stamp, 
was struck with his warm and affectionate address 
from the above mentioned text, and that he now lives 
to Grod, as being himself also ** alive from the dead.'^ 
Mr. Merryman, who was supposed to have some secret 
inclination towatd Miss Worthy, continued after this 
Hieeting, principally the guest of Mr. Worthy, for 
some days. A Sabbath intervening, an exchange of 
labour was mutually agreed upon between Mr» Love- 
good and Mr. Merryman, while such a friendly and 
Christian intercourse proved of equal advantage to 
both their congregations. Mr. Worthy found him* 
self very happy with such a guest in his house, as his 
domestic chaplain ; and if in deep thought and con- 
templative religion, he was inferior to Mr. Lovegood, 
yet he was possessed of a lively zeal, which rendered 
hitn a very useful Minister to many of his neighbours, 
and a most pleasant companion to ail who knew him. 

Under a sanctified use of his natural vivacity, and 
constitutional courage, he was ever ready to impress 
on others the same blessed truths, by the knowledge 
of which, a change so glorious had been accom- 
plished on his own mind« Thus, while, at Mr. Wor- 
thy's, he would go round his pleasure grounds, and 
talk to all his labourers: if he stepped into the 
stable-yard, or into any of .the neighbouring cbt- 
tages, he. would have some instructive hints to drop, 
or some religious tracts to distribute that he might 
leave a savour of the Gospel wherever he went ; and 
this he did in such a cheerful and engaging style, 
as frequently rendered him very successful in his 
attempts. 

In the days of his ignorance he was light, frothy, 
and vain ; but as soon as he was made a partaker, of 
the grace of God, though he retained all that be- 
longed to his natural disposition, yet he had cheer-' 
fulness twithout levity, and became not less profita-* 
ble, than lovely and pleasant in his deportment. It 
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18 however, a very supposable eveat, that peraoos 
of such natural vivacity should fall into some innoceot 
mistakes ; and an instance of this kind was exhibited 
by Mr. Merryman, during this visit. 

One morning he called at Thomas Newman's, 
with whose company and conduct be was much de- 
lighted : while there, old Susan Dowdy, an honest 
shoemaker's wife, called in with a pair of shoes for 
Betty, and with others belonging to the children ; 
which had been carefully cobbled. Thomas being 
remarkably laborious, could not live without bis 
rest ; and being as remarkably honest, he could not 
rest if he was in debt : while he was therefore 
preparing to pay the demand, Mr. Merryman very 
affectionately discharged it for him. Upon the de* 
parture of old Dowdy, Mr. Merryman having disco- 
vered that she knew something of the blessed reali- 
ties of the Gospel, mentioned to Thomas, that his 
next visit should be to see her and her husband. 
" Ah !" said Thomas, " 1 believe she is a precious 
old dame ; but it was Dowdy's money made the 
match." Betty adjoins, '^ My dear, that is nothing 
to us ; all have a right to settle those matters as they 
like best :" and Mr. Merryman being frequently a 
little absent, dropped all farther investigation of the 
subject. 

On the next day the promised visit took place. 
As soon as Mr. Merryman entered the house, he 
saw an active young man most diligently occupied 
at his stall ; a young woman as industriously en- 
gaged in the household affairs ; and tlie notable old 
woman at her spinning wheel, with the spectacles 
over her nose, pulling and tugging away as fast and 
as hard as she could ; and her husband's grand-father, 
utting in the chimney corner, quite decrepid with 
age. Alas for Mr. Merryman ! he first began con- 
versing with the husband's grandfather, as the husband 
of old Dowdy ; next with the huband as her son, and 
then with the other young woman as the young man s 
wife, though she proved to be Dowdy's daughter by a 
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former marriage. Still supposing himself perfectly 
correct. The family kept silence, not being willing 
to expose themselves : and the prayer with which he 
concluded his visit, was a distinct echo of all these 
unfortunate mistakes. 

On the evening of the day at Mr. Worthy's, he 
gave the history of his visits: the family knowing 
the preposterous match which had taken place be- 
tween old Dowdy, who had an annuity of twelve 
pounds annually, and her young husband ; joined 
in a general laugh at the expense of Mr. Merry- 
man's blunder,- — a blunder not to be corrected by 
any apology whatever. However, all agreed, that 
as good men do good, even by their innocent mis- 
takes, it might answer as an excellent reproof to the 
parties, concerned ; as all such preposterous matches, 
are very contrary to that decency and propriety of 
conduct, we should be careful to maintain in our social 
and relative connexions through life; especially if we 
profess to be under the regulation of the pure and 
holy word of God. 

However it will at once be admitted, that such 
blunders were no blemishes in the character of one, 
whose natural simplicity and undisguised integrity, 
and whose uncommon tenderness and humanity^ 
were of late become so very conspicuous. Still, what- 
ever Mr. Merryman did, it was all done in his own 
way. A specimen of this was exhibited during his 
present visit to Mr. Worthy. 

On the Thursday after the Sabbath, he went on a 
little business to Mapleton Market. A bustle was 
created by the anxiety of a cow, in attending upon 
her calf, while driven about the market : and in the 
bustle, a board on which an old woman had placed 
her oranges^ apples, and gingerbread, &c. was upset : 
a rabble of children attempted to avail themselves of 
this misfortune, and began a scramble for her goods. 
This lovi»ly Mr. Merryman humanely considered that 
her little all was then at stake, and that if she was per- 
mitted to be robbed of her slender stock in trad( 
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the calamity would be deeply felt. Iin mediately he 
snatched an oaken stick out of the hands of a gaping 
peasant who stood by : drove away the unruly mob, 
and then gave his helping hand to collect the poor 
woman's scattered commodities, and to replace them 
on the board* He next gave the clown a sixpence, 
for the use of his cudgel, who doffed his hat and 
thanked his honour for his kindness ; next he gave half 
a crown to the poor old woman, as much of her barle^*- 
sugar was so broken as to be unfit for fale. She then ' 
begged leave to reward Mr. Merryman's kindness with 
jQnc of her best oranges, which he accepted ; reward- 
ing her with another shilling for her gratitude, and 
then departed ; she sending after him a thousand 
blessings for the kind protection she had received in 
the hour of her distress. Her next inquiry was, who 
the young gentleman could be who treated her with 
such kindness, and when she was told that it was 
Mr. Merrynian, the Rector of Sandover, she remark- 
ed that she was sure he must be a good Christian- 
hearted gentleman, that she had heard many people 
S33^ that though he was a sad wicked hlade once, yet 
of late he had been wonderfully reformed ; and that 
since then, he had become a brave man in the pulpit ; 
and vowed she would strive hard but that she would 
go and hear him. And who knows, the old woman's 
heart having been softened by this kind event, but 
that when she was able to put her resolution into 
effect, the word of life she heard might have becon>e 
'^ the power of God to the eternal salvation of her 
soul ?" 

Perhaps the reader may judge by another instance 
of Mr. Merryman's way of doing good^ vi^hat was 
the real style and spirit of his character. 

He was in the habit of giving an occasional visit 
to Mr. Meek ;.and was, as we may naturally suppose, 
registered among the list of his contributors, that the 
good man might not suffer a state next to starvation, 
fl'om the cruelty and meanness of the redoubtable 
Rector Fillpot. 



MR. HGBKYHAN ASSISTINQA POOR SOLDIER. 



CHARACTERS OF MINISTERS KX£UPLIF1ED. 93 

On Mr. Merryman's return from Ibis visit, when he 
was within three miles of Sandover, he observed a 
poor disbanded soldier, who could scarcely totter 
along the road, sustaining the burden of a heavy 
knapsack, although in a deep decline, and travelling 
liome for parochial relief. The few shillings which 
were given him upon his discharge were now ex- 
hausted : and the weather being warm, be could 
afford himself no better beverage than a draught of 
water from a ditch on the road side. While he made 
this attempt he fell down, and had not power to arise. 
Mr. Merryman at first supposed he might be intoxi- 
cated, as he observed many passing by without ta- 
king the least notice of him. However he thought, 
he would ride up to him, and inquire into the real 
state of the case ; and as soon as he discovered him 
to be the object of such commiseration, his heart 
began to mek : immediately, wiping the sympathetic 
tear which was preparing to start from bis eye, he 
placed him upon his own beast, and led him to San- 
dover, with the greatest attention and care. 

If ever humanity rode ^triumphant, it was on this 
occasion.; when a youth who, till of late had been 
so dissipated and careless, having obtained mercy 
himself) began to exemplify it in such kind abun- 
dance^o^ others. Thus, as Mr. Merry man's heart was 
teeming with compassion, all the time the poor soldier 
was beholding, with astonishment and surprise, the 
tenderness and love of his most kind conductor; while 
sa many others could pass by, without showing even 
the. most distant inclination to give him the least 
relief. 

As soon as they arrived at Sandover, Mr. Merry- 
man provided the p<>or man a lodging in a decent 
pubIic*hoitt$e, left bim half a crown for his present 
necessities, and promised on the next day to repeat 
his visit. It was Mr, Merry man's intention to bav^ 
smit the poor soldier home to his own connexions^ 
in a style more consistent with humanity : but this 
was soon found to be entirely impracticable : &' 

8* . 
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progress of bis disease becoming very rapid. How-* 
ever he lived a sufficent length of time, to give good 
evidence^ that he was brought to deep repentance 
under a sense of the evil of sin, his former life having 
been dissolute ; and he died with an humble confi- 
dence in ^'the grace and mercy of our Lord Jesu^ 
Christ unto eternal life ;" which afterwards he im- 
proved in an admirable manner from the pulpit, it i» 
hoped to tbe good of matiy souls. 

This lovely instance however of humanity exhibit- 
ed by Mr. Merryroan, in having thus turned footman 
to the poor soldier, made a considerable talk ; and 
bore such an odd appearance, especially in the eyes 
of the prudish and the formal, though so near a resem- 
blance of what our Lord applauded in the merciful 
Samaritan, that it naturally subjected bim to some 
ridicule and contempt. Mr. Spiteful said, he always 
thought him a low, mean fellow ; and that he was much 
fitter to be tbe helperof a groom in a stable-yard, than 
to mount tbe pulpit. And it seems Mr. Archdeacon 
Smooth-tongue's objection was, that it was letting 
down the dignity of the derical character; and thai 
it was all affectation, and a sort of ^uixoie righteous- 
ness, that all the orderly clergy should be ashamed 
of; though, it is to be feared, the Archdeacon himself 
had no better righteotisness than that of priestly pomp^ 
while Mr. Merryman*s friends and neighbours, well 
knew the integrity of his heart. All he did, in his 
tVee and easy manner, appeared lovely in their sight j 
especially when they considered the principle of divioie 
grace whereby he was thus constrained to act. 

After the above observations and anecdotes, I 
i^hould suppose the reader might wish to know still 
more of Mr. Merryman, and how it was that so blessed 
a change had been wrought upon his mind. The fol- 
lowing Dialogue shalV therefore give the reader tbe 
information he wrshes to receive. 

The decorations designed for the Golden Lion^ 
have already been noticed : and these having been 
speedily accomplished, as the spring was now aH- 
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vanciDg, Mr. Worthy and family, Mr. Lovegoodf 

an^d Mr. Merryman, one week-day evenbg, walked 

tbitber to examine their effects; and in order to 

gi?e proper encouragement to the worthy pabUcan^ 

directed that tea shonld be brought out, the weather 

being then remarkably fine and serene, under a 

hrge spreading pear-tree. While Mr. Worthy's 

gamekeeper was directed to bring a casting net, that 

they might take some trout out of the meandering 

brook from whence the village is named, £br the use 

of the family, and as a present for Mr. Lovegood ; 

doring this innocent amusement, properly so called^ 

the fbllowing conversation took place. 



War. I suppose you have heard what Mr. Spiteful 
bag reported respecting Mrs. Chipman's iiffairs. 

Love^, Mr. Considerate told me sOme of his cbarg- 
6^1 that our designs towards her, were not less crimi- 
nal than those of Sir Charles Dash. 

Mer. Well, I should never have thought you would 
have been charged with such sort of crimes. 

Loveg, It is of very tittle consequence what he 
says, his ravings are too bad to hurt any one but him- 
self, as nobody can believe them. 

Mrs. Wor, Nor need he have any farther chas- 
tisenient for his wicked sp'irit, than what he has from 
his own disposition. When he was in the habit of 
ooming into our house, I used to dread bis visits, 
(or he was sure to entertain ns with every scandalous 
tale he could pick up ; he would be telling of every 
one's faults but his own. But directly after we were fa- 
voured with yourvisits, we were soon released from his. 

Mtr, I remember, a very intruding chap in our 
neighbourhood used to come ami visit my father 
oftener than be liked, and he discovered that he had 
^ peculiar aversion to the smell of toasted cheese : 
in-order therefore, to get rid of his impertinent visits^ 
the cheese^toa^ter was §ure to be set at work* 
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Wor. There was no need of a cbeese-toaster wfaea 
you were with us ; he would be off like a pistol* 

Miss Wor. What a blessing to be delivered irma 
such a disposition ! May it not be said that what fits 
for bell, in a measure is hell i 

Lomg^ Indeed it is ; and if we ei^ct aoy other 
heaven, than what is found in love, we know, nothing 
of heayen. How wonderfally God suits our punish^ 
ment, to our crimes I . I sij^pose no people are- so 
tortured as those who are possessed of such satanic 
minds. . ' 

Mr. Wor, I was delighted to hear you urge so 
strongly the necessity of these tempers* *' Be kindly 
affectioned one to another, in honour preferring one 
another." I akn surprised that any should suppose 
themselves to be christians without them. 

Mer. Before I knew any thing of the power of 
divine grace, there were seasons in which my h|isty 
tempers would get the upper hand -of me. But— 

Miss Wor. [interrupts] I don't like to. hear you 
charge yourself on that score ; if you were <mce dis- 
sipated and wild, I never he^rd that your tempers 
were bad. 

Mer. i am ashamed when I recollect, for near two 
years after I was ordained, what a disgrace I was to 
my profession. I do not know that my tempers led 
me to be spiteful, malicious, and sulky, though at 
times I was hasty. I was entirely captivated by 
other evils : a more thoughtless dissipated creature, 
never lived upon the earth. 

Wor. Why I nm afraid Mr. Merryman, you never 
were in the way of good, till you heard Mr. Love- 
good at the visitation. 

Mer. Indeed Sir, from my childhood, I never 
had any thing placed before me, but what was calcu- 
lated to feed th«^ corrupt propensities of my heart. 
My poor father had biit a small fortune, with a large 
family : and though he was in the law line, he ^d 
not get much by his profession : for there were tpo 
many lawyers iq our town ; and they were ki general 
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such greedy sharks, that they stack at aotbing ; so 
that people thought it necessary to submit to aoy 
tbing, sooner than employ a lawyer. 

Wor. I am afraid then you had but a bad example 
at home. 

Jtfer. I cannot recollect that there was much out- 
ward immorality practised in our house, excepting 
that my father was much given to swearing ; and he 
never went to Church, and my mother very seldom. 

JLaveg. How then did your father spend his time 
on a Sunday P 

Jtler> Mostly in his office, and in bis business. He 
did all in his power to avoid the expense and trouble 
of keeping a derk. 

Loveg, Then there was no outward sign or ceremo- 
ny kept up in your family, from which you might 
gather the existence of a Ood f 

Mer. It grieve* me to say, I was bred up in perfect 
Ignorance. We bad not even with us the decent form 
of asking a blessing over our meals. 

fVor. Then how came your parents to think of 
breeding you up to the Church, as it is called f 

Mer, O Sir ! though it was ray father s design to 
have . educated me in his own profession ; yet from 
my infancy I never could fix on any thing. - And the 
dry study of the law was so contrary to my natural 
inclinations, that my father could never get me to sub- 
mit to it at any rate. While I was fagging at the 
office, I woiild make any excuse to go and shoot the 
sparrows off the peas and fruit in the garden. In the 
summer I would run away and show^^l possible tricks 
and fancies as an expert swimmer and diver; and in 
the winter, during a hard frost, he could never keep 
me off the ice ; while I was as proud and vain of my 
ability as a skater, as I was gratified and pleased with 
the admiration of the spectators . 

Wor. But it must be acknowledged, these are 
among the more innocent of the diversions of youth 5 
tliough it is a difficult matter to correct young minds 
in the excess of them ; and when the incUaatioos 
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are captivated by them, no wonder if such should be 
given over to an idle and dissipated frame of roind^ 
all the days of their lives. 

Mer. I don't know that I first pursued these plea- 
sures with what may be called an immoral design : 
but from the unguarded levity of my mhid, I soon 
found that this disposition grew up with me ; and that 
I was entirely captivated and overcome by them : so 
that after I was ordained, I am ashamed to think, how 
much more 1 was wedded to my sports, than to the 
Church. And though I did all in my power to pat 
on a little decency, in not running after them quite 
so eagerly on a Sunday as on a week-day ; yet not- 
withstanding the day, if I heard of a hare, or a co- 
vey of partridges being near my house, I was sure to 
be after them. And as for skating I was no sooner 
out of the church, than I was on the ice. And I re* 
member one Sunday, while I was skating, an old 
gentleman, who was a justice of peace, who is since 
dead, sent a constable after me, begging that I would 
not break the Sabbath, but set a better example to 
my parishioners. As for other idle amusements, 
such as cricket matches, hunting and coursing, I was 
at all tiroes a ringleader in these sports. And after I 
had done with my out'^of-door diversions, the rest of 
my time was sure to be spent at a playhouse, or in a 
ball or billiard room, or at a card table, £ven such 
a low, paltry amusement as a puppet-show, a country 
wake or revel, would captivate my attention, and draw 
me aside. 1 Am quite ashamed of myself, to think 
bow giddy antl A>olish I have been. In short, I was 
captivated by every vain amusement but those of 
cock-fighting, and bull-baiting; these abominable 
exhibitions of cruelty, even at that period, were very 
disgusting to me. 

fVor. But did it not strike you that hunting, and 
especially horse^racing, were but very little less cruel 
than bull-baiting or cock-fighting f 

Met. Yes, thoughts of that sort would at times 
occur 5 but it was in my heart to *^ run with the mul- 
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tkade to do evil :" andl bave since e:iperienced| that 
we know QOifaiog of the real tenderness which pos- 
sesses the Christian, till the living power of Christian- 
ity has been commiinicated to our hearts. 

Loveg. Then you must have been sadly out of your 
element when you g^ into orders. 

M&r. Indeed I was, excepting when I turned 
soldier f and got a captain's commission daring the 
war. And when the salutary advice of the Bishops 
came out against us,^ to support by our conduct and 
advice, our excellent civil constitution, but not to turn 
our black coats into red ones, I confess I very much 
disliked it. For nothing but worldly motives was I 
sent into the Church, and while I hated my black coat^ 
1 hated equally my contemptible inconsistency all the- 
time I wore a red one. 

War. Alas ! how much it is to be lamented, that 
matters of such infinite importance, should be given 
over into such hands ! In this instance, what man did 
as evil, God has overruled for good. But you have 
not yet told us, while you were in such la thoughtless 
state, how you came to think of the Church. 

JIfer. Indeed Sir, that never was a thought of 
niuie. But when my father and uncle, who had the 
family estate, were together, he used to swear (tho' I 
never liked his reprobate language) that I was so 
thoughtless and inattentive, that I should never get 
my bread by law, physic, or trade ; and that I should 
be fit for nothing but a parson. My uncle therefore 
promised him, that if he would send me to the Uni< 
versity, as he had two livings belonging to his estates, 
he would give me one of them, provided none of his 
own children chose to take orders. And as all my 
cousins were much fonder of the sea and army than 
of the Church, I was obliged to submit to the penalty 
of being turned into a parson^ for the sake of a livings 
And when the living of Sandover became vacant, my 
uncle gave \y to old Mr. Mumble, who was between 
seventy and eighty years of age, and in bad health, 
on condition that I should.be his curate; and I bajd 
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not been his curate above nine months before he 
died, and then my uncle presented me with the 
living. 

Mrs. fVor. I thought it was common to put Ministers 
intolpossession of livings, on condition of a resignation. 

Mer, Yes, but my father, as a lawyer, knew that 
no law whatever could compel any minister to resign 
his living, if he chose to keep it ; so he supposed 
that was the safer way. 

JVor. What terrible merchandise is made of the 
souls of men by such a traffic ; and how ruinous is U 
in its consequences to real religion in the Churchi 

Mer. I am sure this had nearly proved my ruin ; 
for after this matter was determined upon, I was to 
be packed off to a public school, where every thing 
like religion was as much out of the question, as it 
well could be, excepting that we were all compelled 
to go to church on a Sunday. 

Loveg. When 1 received the jSrst rudiments of my 
education at the free grammar school at^Beachly, we 
bad never the least intimatiom given us, even in a 
formal way, about religion ; but in my time, I found 
it much worse at the University, than at Beachly. 

'Mer. I am sure the state of too many of the 
Clergy can never be wondered at, when we consider 
the method of their education for the ministi;^ ; — 
though in those days, I was so loose and wild, that I 
thought nothing about the matter. 

Wor. Why 1 thought our Universities were in ge- 
neral repute; and that all who applied might avail 
themselves of an excellent education ; at least I found 
it so when I was there. 

Loveg. Sir, your remark is perfettlyjust ; but I am 
sorry to add, at least as it wa6 in my days, leavingte- 
ligion out of the question. You are frowned upon if 
you are over righteous, or over wicked ; but as to real 
spiritual religion, though I confess I am but a poor 
judge how matters then stood, yet I fear it is very 
little thought of. However, 1 remember that there 
were some reproachful sneers circulated against a few^ 
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tbat since then I have heard were really serious ; but 
they were obliged to keep themselves very close, " for 
fear of the Philistines." But I must confess, that 
tbough I was kept correctly moral and attentive 
while at college, yet I knew nothing of real spiritu- 
aliiy, till about three months after I was curate of 
Abley. 

JMrs, Wor. I think Sir, you have told us before 
now, that the first serious impressions you ever felt, 
were when you began to try to make your own 
sermons. , 

LiOveg. Though I had my qualms when at college, 
that all was not right, yet Madam it wai||j|^ great 
measure so ; for as I was accustomed to make the 
exercises for the bovs at school, and was frequently 
occupied in the same way at the University, I thought 
after all this, it would be quite scandalous for me 
to go about to buy, beg, and borrow sermons, after) 
was admitted into orders. 

Mrs, Wor, Dear Sir, as your coming into these 
parts was such a blesdng to our family, and many 
more besides ourselves, if you don't interrupt Mr. 
Merryman we should be glad if you would proceed on 
a subject so interesting to us all. 

JLoveg. Wh^ Madam, when I began to try to com- 
pose my own sermons, it came into my mind, that 1 
should make them somewhat like the Bible. The 
Bishop when he ordained us, said we should not 
always be preaching mere moral essays; but that at 
times we should dwell on the evangelical truths of 
the Bible. 

TVor, Well Sir, that was good advice. 

Loveg. It proved excellent advice to me ; for it 
immediately set me on tlie study of the New Testa- 
ment : but alas ! I soon found the spiritual eye was 
wanting, whereby spiritual truths alone can be dis- 
cerned : for as to many things I found in the gospel^ 
I had enough to do even to make them out i but when 
I came to the epistles, I soon discovered myself to be 
quite out of my depth, as the few pre-canceiv«i 
Vol. U. 9 
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notioDS I bad of religion, seemed to be entirely con- 
tradicted by them. And when I had procured some 
of the fashionable commentators of the day, sach as 
Whitby, Locke, audZacbary Pearce, formerly Bishop 
of Rochester ; all 1 ^ot from th^fn confused me but 
the more ; as it always struck me that the comment 
contradicted the text, and that instead of explaining 
matters, they seemed to foe explaining them away. 
Some things were to be confined to primitive times, 
and others restricted to tlie Christians, as just coming 
from under the Jewish dispensation ; and much of 
the Bible was to mean next to nothing, because 
it was figurative and metaphorical ; but when I came 
to look at Zachary Pearce's comment on that stri- 
king passage, '' One thing is ne%dful ;" notwithstand- 
ing all his learning, that completely did for him in my 
esteem. 

Wor. Why, what did be make of it ? 

Loveg. That one dish was enough for supper. 

JVor. Is it po&sible f what a strange letting down 
of such a fine expression ! 

Mer. Yes, and I remember with shame, in our 
different carousings with each other, in our profane 
mirth, how we used to laugh at the intepretation, 
by saying, neither one dish nor one bottle would be 
enough for us. 

Loveg. Well, well, 1 bless God, 1 could get no sa- 
tisfaction from these lame interpreters, for with all 
their learning, they appeared to me to be so incon- 
sistent with themselves. And one evening, how was 
I struck, when seeking for a text i my eyes were fixed 
on those words of St. Paul, in his epistle to the Co- 
lossians — " Ye are dead, and your life Is hid with 
Christ in God." For a time I could make nothing of 
the expression, till others, very similar, forcibly en- 
tered my mind, about being " crucified with Christ ;" 
being " dead and buried with him ;" and of our " being 
risen witb him ;" and then that passage in our church 
catechism, as it relates to what is required of all bap- 
tized Christians, " a death unto sin, and a new birth 
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unto righteoosness.'' It struck me, that I had beeu 
directed to instruct children in a doctrine which was 
unknown to my own heart, and that I was a ^' blind 
leader of the blind,'* At that moment I fell down on 
ray knees, and wept excessively ; and prayed, I think 
from the bottom of my heart for tbe first time, that 
I might not presume to continue to be the pretended 
instructor of the ignorant, while so ignorant myself. 

Wor. I suppose after this, the tenor of your preach- 
ing was immediately altered. 

Ltoveg. Sir, the change was still gradual. I knew 
I was wrongs but I did not know how I could be set 
right. But herein the providence of God wonderfully 
favoured me. - 

Mer. I have often heard you explain the nature 
of our conversion from sin to . God ; but I never 
heard you explain so particularly the nature of your 
own conversion.*— I wish you would proceed. 

Loveg. when I first came to my curacy, I was 
told that five or six people went regularly, Sunday 
after Sunday, to hear the Rev. Mr. Slapdash, who 
has a small living in those parts. You know he is an 
animated, bold preacher, and is attended by a large 
congregation ; and I never could hear but that his zeal 
is tempered with prudence ; and that he is a good 
man : and that though he has a strong, rapid, hasty 
way of expressing himself, yet what he delivers is en- 
tirely consistent with the sound truths of tbe gospel. 
Still their absenting themselves from the church gave 
considerable offence to the pride of my heart, not 
knowing that it was my ignorance which drove them 
at a distance. 

^However one Sunday, these young men, contra- 
ry to their usual custom, stopt at home to hear me. 
It was soon after that text of scripture so impressed 
my mind. Ignorance of my Bible, and consequently, 
unfitness for my office, intermixed with our work- 
ings of corruption, from the pride and anger of my 
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heart on accoant of my dark precoDceived notions itt 
religion, having been so coptradicted by the word of 
God, affected me not a little. In this state of min4 I 
was obliged to preach as well as I could; and I remem- 
ber I was remarkably low and affected, on the Sunday 
these young men stopt to hear me. And while I was 
preaching, I saw them nodding and smiling, fir«t at 
me, and then at each other, in such an uncommon 
manner, that I could not conceive but that they 
meant to be laughing at me all the time for my igno- 
rance ; esp^>cially as it was reported, that the man they 
went to hear was quite a madman : and upon this 
I went the next day, to converse with them on 
what I conceived to be their odd conduct at church. 
My mind being much perplexed, and ray spirits very 
low ; and having determined to speak to them with 
much mildness ; 1 no sooner began to open my mouth, 
but tears started from my eyes» 1 told them they 
should not have laughed at me before all the con- 
gregation, on account of what they thought of ray 
ignorance, for that I did my best ; and that I hoped 
and prayed to God,' if I was not right, he would set 
me right. 

fVor. Well, and what effect had this upon the 
young men ? 

Loveg. O sir ! The good young men were as much 
affected as myself, at my misconceptions of them. 
They told me that their smiles and nods were the 
effect, not of sneering contempt, but of approbation 
and joy ; for they were now fully persuaded that I 
should soon become a faithful Minister of the gospel : 
and that they never went to church while young 
Mr. Wanton was the curate, yet as they saw me so 
different from him, and as it was reported that I was 
likely soon to be mad with melancholy, they thought 
I might be under some serious impressions respect- 
ing the state of my soul : and if I continued to preach 
as I had done, they should soon discontinue hear- 
ing Mr. Slapdash, though he was a very powerful 
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and lively preacher, as tbey called hiiD, and^ very 
good man. 

Wor* Then you discovered that these young men 
were truly serious and good. 

JLoveg. Tes, and two of them I found to be useful 
and profitable companions to me, having good under- 
standings, which they had well improved by reading 
among themselves various religious authors. And 1 
was much struck before wc parted, at the great mo- 
desty with which they expressed themselves, wishing 
I would but read some of their books which they read 
among themselves, that they might have my opinion 
bow far I approved of them. They then showed me 
their little library ; and one of them particularly re-* 
quested me to read the Pifgrim's Progress, with very 
precious notes, which they said, by way of recom- 
mending it, were written by a very learned man, and 
which I was the more willing to do, as I remembered 
reading it as a novel when a child. Among other 
books, I saw they had Brown's self-interpreting Bible, 
and as I began to be entirely sick of my old commen- 
tators, 1 begged to borrow it. TJiis they very readily 
consented to ; so 1 put the Pilgrim's Progress in one 
pocket, and Boston's Four-fold State in the other, and 
went borne : and when I took my leave of them, I 
was very much surprised at their humble and affec- 
tionate farewell ; following me with a thousand bless- 
ings, and thanking, me most cordially for my visit. 
Soon afterwards I found one of them at my heels with 
Brown's Bible, which they wished me to keep as long 
as I chose. 

Wor, Well, this was a kind Providence. But how 
did you seem to like your new authors ? did you 
much admire their choice of books for you f The 
Pilgrim's Progress, I confess, is an inimitable drama, 
and beautifully describes the state of the real Chris- 
tian in his spiritual progress ; yet Bunyan, in the ge- 
neral way, happens to be the humble treasure of di - 
vinity in the poor man's cottage ; and I fear is not so 

9* 
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oflen TO be found in the study of a contemplative 
divine. 

Loveg. Sir, if God had conferred on me the ho- 
nour of being the author of the Pilgrim's Progress, 
I should have been tempted to be the proudest man 
upon earth. However, the simplicity and auc- 
tion of the good people I went to see, led me to cast 
nay eyes over that book a second time, very much to 
my profit. Por on the same day I shut myself up iu 
my study, and began to read. Page after page, my . 
attention was arrested : and as 1 pursued the subject, 
light continued to break in upon my mind, while it 
brought me upon my knees again and again. I now 
began to see, somewhat clearly, the plan of the gospel 
salvation alone by Jesus Christ. Every paragraph I 
read was intermixed with a tear of thankfulness and 
surprise ; and night aft^r night, I was happy to be 
sleepless, that I might pursue the pilgrims on their 
road, as I now began to find I could travel with them, 
while every step appeared plain before me. 

Mor, It is lovely work, when we can read and 
meditate under such a frame of mind. I remember 
hov^Nt used to hate to read the Bible, merely be- 
cause t could not understand it ; but as soon as I 
could enter into its meaning, I found no book like 
it. I recollect, some time ago, in the library at my 
house, I laid ray hands upon a book written by 
Bishop Patrick, called the Parable of the Pilgrim, 
but I found it a heavy performance. 

Loveg, Yes Sir, 1 have heard of it. It is a large 
lumpy volume, though the Bishop was a serious and 
respectable man ; yet while Buiiyan keeps you awake, 
Patrick lulls you asleep. 

Mer. It seems then, that the Tinker, was a wiser 
man than the Bishop. 

Loveg. Why no man gets either brains or grace, 
by education or title : many gifts of this sort we may 
receive as the gifts of the God of nature, or of pro- 
vidence ; but a sanctified use of these blessing^s^ 
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comes only from the God o^ crrace. Bunyan was 
certainly a very eminent man in his plain way. — 
Once it seems, he was very profligate, but after- 
wards ndt less serious : and though he had none of 
the advantages of education, yet he was possessed of 
a very good natural understandini?, a deep knowledge 
of the word of God, and of the ^suman heart, and at 
the same time very rich and chaste powers of in- 
vention. Such Vas the character of the author of 
the Pilgrim^s Progress ; and, to the last moment of 
my life, shall 1 bless God for that book. 

Mer, But if this formerly wicked tinker became 
so good a man, and such an excellent preacher and 
writer, is it not to be lamented that some of our pre- 
sent preachers were not turtied into tmkers, provided 
we could get such another set of tinkers to be turned 
into preachers ? 

Wor, I perceive Mr. Merryman will be Mr. Merry- 
man still. But we interrupt Mr. Lovegood in his 
story. 

Ijoveg. Why, I bless God, that I immediately 
found myself not less charmed with my Bible, than 
with the Pilgrim's Progress : its glorious contents 
began to open surprisingly to my mind, and the truths 
which before displeased me, I not only could receive 
without controversy, but with supreme approbation 
and delight. 

Mrs. Wor. You have also told us, what great ad- 
vantage you received from Mrs. Goodworth, after you 
hecame acquainted with her ; perhaps Mr. Merryman 
does not know that circumstance. 
'Mer. Who was Mrs. Goodworth ? 

Loveg. She was the aged widow of a Dissenting 
Minister ; and when I first came into the parish, I was 
told that she was such an ill-natured, cross-grained, 
disenting bigot, that she would sooner see the church 
pulled down than enter within the doors. But a 
few days after my visit to the young men, they 
went and informed her of the result of our con^ 
versatioB, and th« next Sunday, to my great surprise 
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I found her added to the number of my congrega- 
tion ; and as much delighted and affected as the young 
men were, the Sunday before. On the Monday I 
thought it my duty to return the visit. I found the 
old lady nursing her grandchildren : she took me into 
a little back parlour, and immediately burst into tears 
of joy, telling me, that through the straitness of her 
circumstances, she was obliged to live with her mar- 
ried daugter ; mentioning how much it had affected 
her, having been under the necessity of leaving the 
means of grace, by living at a distance from the meet- 
ing where her husband preached ; and that sinee 
she could not go after the gospel, she humbly trusted 
that in answer to her fervent prayers, the gospel 
was now sent after her : that she never kept from 
the church out of bigotry, but only because she 
feared Mr. Wanton, my predecessor, was very im- 
pure, and consequently a very improper man to ad- 
minister the word of life to others : being himself 
'' dead in trespasses and sins ;" but that now she not 
only meant to come to church, but to sacrament 
if I would permit her. She then asked me to go to 
prayer: this was new work to me, and put me to 
the blush. However, as I had lately in private found 
my way to a throne of grace,! did not refuse, though 
if it had not been for shame I should rather have put 
that office upon the old lady : as I am sure 1 needed 
her prayers for my growth in ^race, and for my in- 
crease in divine knowledge. The next time the com- 
munion was administered, she was with us at the 
table ; and I well remember, when I gave her the 
elements, how affectionately she looked up at me, 
and wept so plentifully that she eyen bedewed my 
hands with her tears. 

Mrs. fVor. What a sweet proof this was ! of the 
loving and uniting spirit of the gospel, among all wh© 
love the Lord Jeusus in sincerity, 

fVor. I have no doubt, but your acquaintance witb 
the good old lady, was very profitable. 
Lop^. Yes sir ; and still more so, ais I got ac- 
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quaiDted with her library : for though she had sold 
some of her husband's bo(^s, yet others of them she 
had preserved. Among these, I found many of the 
writings of Owen, Flavell, President Edwards, Gur- 
nall's Christian in complete Armour, Archbishop 
Usher on the Sum and Substance of the Christian 
Religion^ Bishop Downham on Justification, Bishop 
Hall's Works, and others. These she used to call her 
Sunday company ; and to these I had at all times free 
access : and about three years afterwards, when she 
found herself in dyin^ circumstances, she gave me 
several of them as keep-sakes, 

Mer. The loss of this good old lady, must have 
considerably affected you. 

Loveg, Yes ; but then her death was so glorious ! 
On my last visit she cried, *' This is not dying ; 
believers never die : I am just going to enter the 
presence chamber of my Lord " And then she sung, 
or rather attempted to sing, with peculiar melody of 
heart, that verse from Dr. Watts, (whose hymns she 
frequently quoted in iier last sickness.) 

Jesas can make a dying: ^^d 

F©el soft a* downy pillows are ; 
While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there. 

Then she paused and said, taking me by the hand 
affectionately, here I He, just going to glory ; and then 
repeated another verse : 

A guilty, weak, and helpless worm^ 

On thy kind armsl fall ; 
Be thou my strength and rigeteousness, 

My Jesus and my all. 

Then she would cry out, " O 1 4his precious believ- 
ing in the son of God !" " Eve hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither have entered the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love 
him ;" " He hath loved me, and given himself for 



110 DIALOGUE XX. 

me ;" and '^ he sheds abroad this bis most precious 
love io my heart ;" and *' 1 feel it like a warm coal of 
living fire, while 1 am struggling in the cold arms of 
death." Thus she went on, blessing and praising 
God, and triumphing in the redeeming love of 
Christ, to the latest moments of her life; repeatedly 
saying, " O Death ! where is thy sting ? O grave ! 
where is thy victory ?" O Sir ! it is a glorious sight, 
to see believers departing in the triumphs of faith, 
and with *' a hope full of immortality." 

fFor, No doubt, but that your acquaintance with 
all these good peopk, proved a considerable help, 
though they were inferior to you in point of educa^ 
tional knowledge. 

Loveg. Yes ; but I found myself much inferior to 
them in point oi experimental knowledge. No earthly 
wisdom however good in its place, will do as a sub- 
stitute for '' that wisdom which is from above." But 
I soon got acquainted with two very excellent clergy- 
men in those parts, and with a worthy dissenting, 
minister, whose name was Peaceful ; and who was in 
the habit of calliag on Mrs. Goodworth, though they 
all lived at some distance from us. 

Wor. We should be glad if you would tell us how 
that was brought about. 

Loveg. Why Sir, the next Suday, only two of the 
youg men attended the church, and I suspect they 
went over to Mr, Slapdash ; for about a fortnight after, 
I received an anonymous, though an affectionate let- 
ter, signed " Pauds inter Clerum*^* mentioning their 
exceeding joy on the report which had been com- 
municated to them, declaring at the same time, that 
they sought my acquaintance from the purest mo- 
tives of Christianity, and from a desire of cultivating 
the most afiectionate intimacy with all the spiritual 
and evangelical Ministers of their own community. 
Interwoven in this letter, there was a great number 
of very strong and animated expressions, warning 

* From a few among the clergy. 
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me against the fear of man ; and charging me to 
preach the gospel and the gospel only, faithAiIlj^^ 
and directly to the sinner's heart and conscience, 
as far as divine light broke in upon my mind ; so 
tbat it immediately struck me, that Mr. Slapdash was 
tbe prineipal composer of the letter. 

fVor. Well Sir, and there is no doubt but this 
proved a gracious circumstance in your favour. 

Lioveg. Sir, it proved a gracious circumstance in- 
deed : for I immediately wrote an answer to their 
truly affectionate letter, and a few days after, Mr. 
Slapdash came over to my lodgings ; and how the 
dear man rejoiced over me to find me in such a frame 
of mind ! Indeed, all things considered, he proved the 
best, and most suitable companion I ever met with. 
You know I am naturally timid ; Mr. Slapdash is al- 
together Lutheran and bold, yet not less loving and 
affectionate ; and though, perhaps, every word he 
advances may not be within the severer rules of mo- 
deratioDf yet I believe that his bold strokes, and mild 
notes are more serviceable for the good of his neigh- 
bours, than all the fine set musiCf we may have about 
the country besides* 

Mer. How long Sir, did you continue in that 
curacy f 

Loveg. Not much more than four years : for when 
I began to be serious, and to preach the salvation of 
Christ, my Rector was soon informed of it and wrote 
me several letters on my " new notions of religion," 
as he called them, which brought on a long epistolary 
correspondence. But when he heard that I had 
preached a funeral sermon on the death of Mrs. Good- 
worth, and that I walked with Mr. Peaceful, as a bro- 
ther Minister, to the grave, his patience was quite 
exhausted, and he gave me warning to quit. 
, Wor. Why, where could be the harm of tbat ? 

Loveg. Sir, my Rector had imbibed all the strange, 
wild, high-church notions of Mr. Daubeny and 
<»thers, in such an extravagant manner, that he sup- 
posed 1 bad been guilty ©f the most enormous crime, 
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in preaching a funeral sermon over one that had re* 
ceived schismatical baptism, and had lived in schism 
almost all the days of her life. 

Mer, Why, did not your preaching bring her 
back again to the church f 

JLoveg, Yes, but all that operated against me : he 
supposed me to be at least half a schismatic myself, 
since such a set of schismatical people ran after me. 
And again, he had heard from the neighbouring 
clergy, that 1 drew away people from their regular 
attendance at their own parish churches : thus, for 
having a full church, and for bringing Dissenters to 
the communion, 1 lost my curacy. 

Wor. 1 am afraid that many others of the clergy 
are much more worthy of the blame charged on you ; 
who, by their false doctrine and improper conduct, 
drive churchmen to be dissenters by thousands. — 
But though you have often told us what a painful 
dismissal this wa«* to you, when you were compelled to 
leave a congregation so seriously impressed, and be- 
ing also the first-fruits of your ministry ; yet it pro- 
ved a happy event for us. 

Loveg. Sir, ** God's ways are not as our ways." 
What man designs as evil, he frequently overrules 
for good ; and I bless his name, 1 was not sent there, 
but for gracious purposes. For after I had been in 
my curacy about three years, 1 thought it a call in 
providence, that I should marry the sister of one of 
the young men who visited me, and who was a cre- 
ditable farmer's daughter, having a small freehold of 
his own ; so that I got in the parish of Abley, two of 
the greatest blessings in life, a good wife, and the 
knowledge of the gospel. 

Mer, It is a great mercy, when we can leave all 
things in the hands of God : ^' he doeth all things 
well." 

Loveg. In many instances I found this to toe the 
case; for being thus dismissed from my curacy, the 
pity of many was excited towards me ; though from 
^at hour t© this, I never cowld discover who it was 
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that represented my case to the notice of the Chan- 
cellor, when I received the presentation to the vicar- 
age of this parish. All I know is, that a short, kind 
letter was sent, asking me the question, that as the 
Chancellor had heard of my character and situation, 
he wished to know if the living of Lower Brookfield 
would be worth my acceptance. I was happy to 
embrace the kind ofer immediately. Our first 
child was bom about three weeks before this event 
took place ; and just when we began to harbour un- 
believing fears, about how we could subsist upon oar 
scanty income, this merciful event in providence took 
place. 

Wor. Alas Sir ! the living of Brookfield is still but 
a scanty maintenance for yourself and family. 

Loveg. Why Sir, my curacy was but sixty pounds 
a year, so that the living of this parish has above 
doubled my income, besides the privilege of being 
independent in the discbarge of my duty, which was 
never the case while I was curate of Abley. My Rec- 
tor was always saying, that I was feeding my own 
vanity, in aflecting to be more abundantly zealous 
than others ; and as this sort of conduct indirectly re- 
flected upon the rest of the clergy, who were content- 
ed to do no more than what was regularly expected 
from them, he could by no means allow his curate to 
do more than others. 

Mer. Ah Sir ! it would have been well for me, if 
my living had been no better than yours ; but as it 
is, I suppose, above four times the value, I found my- 
self quite at liberty to run after that which 1 liked best. 
Thus, from the income of my living, which I received 
for spiritual purposes, I could procure for myself all 
that my carnal heart could wish to enjoy. 

Wor. Well Sir, you now know the worth of the 
gospel since you have felt its^ power ; and when our 
hearts are converted to God, we shall dedicate our 
property to his glory. But^here is a sad inequality 
in church preferment, andifiat is frequently sadly 
disposed of, ' » 
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Mrs. Wor. Now Mr. Merry maD, we shall be glad 
) hear you again. You have told us enough of the 
^orst part of your story, but nothing of the better : 
'ill you next favour us with the latter part of your 
arrative i No doubt but that it will be much more 
leasing than the former. 

Jkfer. Why madam, there has been with me so 
luch of the bad and so little of the good, that I am 
^rry to say, you will soon hear all 1 have got to 
dvance on that subject : though I must relate, to my 
bame, more of the bad, before 1 tell you any thing 
f the good. 

Mrs. Wor. Had you then no serious impressions 
efore you heard our minister at the visitation i 

Mer, Madam, till that time, 1 was acting as the 
ainest puppy that ever lived ; always affecting the 
asy air of the conceited gentleman, and as much 
shamed of my professional character as I well could 
e ; yet 1 by no mean& found myself happy in my 
ight, frothy state of mind. 

Loveg. No wonder that you were ashamed of your 
irofessional character while you acted as you did. 

Mer. Yes, but while I was engaged in my office 
[lany a stinging conviction was brought home to my 
fiind : for while I was reading the prayers, and ac- 
knowledging sin, in language in itself, so humble and 
ust, saying that " I had done those things which I 
lught not to have done, and ihat I had left undone 
hose things which I ought to have done, and that 
here was no health in me ;" and that " God would 
lot despise the sighingsof a contrite heart, or the de- 
ire of such as are sorrowful :" I used to think what 
)rofane mockery and hypocrisy it all was. How I 
vas ashamed of myself, when I considered what peo- 
)le must think of me, while I was reading such pray- 
ers, and leading such a life ! — But in nothing was 1 
nore disgusted with myself, than by the frequent pe- 
itions I was obliged to make use of for the grace, and 
nfluence^and inspiration of God's Holy Spirit ^ es* 
pecially while I used to hear many of the clergy, who 
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were no better than myself, ridicule every idea of di- 
vine influences ; and when I also had in the bundle of 
my sermons, that f had either bought, borrowed, or 
begged, three that were designed to expose such pre- 
tensions to divine operations as being nothing better 
than downright etithusiasm. In short Sir, 1 could 
neither bear my office, nor bear myself on account of 
Boy office; and no one can tell what I used to feel, 
when I was under the necessity of administering the 
sacrament, and how I used to dread and hate the re- 
turn of those days, when I had to repeat these words, 
"the remembrance of our sins is grievous unto^us, 
and the burden of them is intolerable ;" my conscience 
would tell me, that I was uttering before God an 
intolerable lie, and was about to take the sacrament 
with this abominable lie in my mouth. . Then again, 
I was forcibly struck after the administration, while 
I was obliged to use these words ; " And here we of- 
fer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our 
souls, and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and lively 
sacrifice unto thee ;" that directly after 1 had been 
receiving the sacrament, I repeated the crime by 
mocking God witb^ another lie ; for thai I knew in my 
conscience, 1 had no design whatever to devote my- 
self to the ^lory of God, but to continue the same 
loose, wild way of living as before. 

Lioveg. It is really astonishing, that we can mock 
God by repeating such solemn words, and even on a 
sacramental occasion ! But had you many who came 
to the sacrament ? 

Mer, Very few Sir ; very few indeed : and when 
I used to see some of these grave old people come 
with their* Week's Preparation books, I wondered 
what they could think of me, who had been running 
after all the vain amusements within my reach through- 
out all the week ; if they had any reflection, I am 
sure they must have concluded that I was nothing 
better than a mere hireling and a wolf. 

Loveg, How did you use to feel when you were 
called to visit the sick ? 
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JIfer. Ah Sir ! it was bat seldom that the people 
thought it worth their while to send after such a 
giddy, dissipated youth as I then was. On these oc- 
casions they natut*ally concluded, that prayers, mere- 
ly said from the lips of such a light, frothy chap,4:oaId 
be of little avail in the solemn moments of their disso- 
lution. But whenever I had an office of thdt sort to 
perform, no one can tell how I abhorred the task. 
However, I used to take out my little black serttke" 
hook, read a few prayers over as fast as I could, and 
then off again to my sports. I remember once, I had 
the misfortune to be called to this office from the card- 
table ; I accordingly put the deal in my pocket, and 
went to my hated task ; and while I was taking out 
my book and my handkerchief, all over perfume, to 
prevent the offensive smell of a sick chamber, (for I 
had a deal of affected delicacy about me,) I whisked 
out all the cards, while the nurse had to pick them 
up again — and then I went to my devotions ! 

Wor. It is a great mercy, that the wickedness and 
enmity of your heart did not prevent your giving a 
serious hearing to Mr. Lovegood, when he preached 
the visitation sermon. 

Mer, Sir, in all my levity and wickedness, while 
I could join with others in skits and jokes against real 
religion ; yet I had a sort of secret respect for those 
who were truly serious and consistent: I was con- 
vinced their characters were preferable to miee. My 
principal mischief arose from a light, trifling, and 
frothy spirit, by which I was entirely captivated ; till 
my heart, I trust, was instructed to know somewhat 
of the grace of God in truth. 

Loveg, Well, I bless God, being of a more studi- 
ous turn of mind I was kept from the same excess of 
vanity ; nor could I bear the company of the more 
dissolute of the, rest of our body : but if more decent, 
I was not less ignorant of the way of salvation re- 
vealed in the Bible, than yourself; and in our neigh- 
bourhood there lived another clergyman, known 
by the name of Mr. Soberman, who was very correct 
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and chaste in the whole of his deportment : we still 
keepfup a very friendly intercourse with each other ; 
though he always told me I had gone too far. 1 am 
satisfied of this ; we should ever speak well of good 
wherever we find it ; and I should be happy, if in every 
country, and in every line of life, men of such cha- 
racters were more universally to be found. It would 
be horrid indeed, if all the clergy were equally dis^ 
solute and profane. 

Mer. O Sir ! it fell to my lot to be acquainted with 
a sad example of the worst men of every character. 
Some of these were professed libertine Deists : and 
among the clergy themselves I found some Deists 
in disguise. But what can be expected from the 
church under present circumstances i You know Sir, 
at the time of our public ordinations, near the Uni- 
versities, what scenes are exhibited, when a set of 
such thoughtless youths take upon them this most 
sacred office. If the world ^knew half our tricks, 
how they would hate us for our hypocrisy, and how 
should we be treated as imposers on the credulity of 
mankind. 

War. I confess, ail who truly love the church, can^ 
not but lament how ill she is served. But what was 
it that so impressed your mind, while you heard Mr. 
Lovegood preach his visitation sermon i^ 

Mer. Why Sir, when we heard that Mr. Love- 
good was to be the preacher, as we had been informed 
of his character before, we were all attention ; some 
out of envy, and others out of curiosity, and a few 
perhaps out of good will. But as I so hated myself, 
on account of my office, 1 thought I had no right to 
blame others, whose lives were more consistent than 
my own ; so I confess, 1 attended not only without 
any prejudice, but rather with a strong prepossession 
upon my rnind^ that I should hear somewhat, well 
worthy of my attention ; for I was persuaded Mr, 
Lovegoocf was a much better man than myself. 

* It is the general custom, that some new Rector pr Vicai 
lately inducted should preach the Visitation sermons^ 
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Loveg. [To Mr Worthy.] Sir, as we have done 
tea, if I am to be made the subject of conversation, 
I shall withdraw and desire Edward to take away his 
tea equipage, and sit a little while with poor Mrs. 
Chipman. I wish to put these few sheets into her 
hands, . [he reads the title page] *' The Tempestuous 
Soul calmed by Jesus Christ." 

Mr. Lovegood having thus withdrawn, the present 
dialogue shall be concluded, that the reader's atten* 
tion may have time to rest before he hears more of 
Mr. Merryman, and of the gracious influences of the 
gospel ; which wrought so wonderfully on his mind, 
and which produced such pleasing consequences oa 
his ministry, and on the whole of his life and conver- 
nation. 
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THE CHARACTER OF THREE 80RTS OF MlNIST£E9r RE 
PRESENTED IN CONTRAST WITH EAO^ OTHER. 
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MR. WORTHY AND FAMILY ; MR. LOVEGOOD, 
AKD MR* MERRTHAN. 

JdEFORE Mr« Merrj'inan favours us with a far- 
ther narration on the subject of bis experience, per- 
haps it might not be uoacceptable to oiy readers, 
were they to be advertised, that there were two other 
ministers in the same neighbourhood, of names nearly 
similar to that of Slapdash before mentioned, Mr. 
Slopdasb, and Mr. Taplash. The character of Mr. 
Slapdash has sufficiently appeared from the preceding 
dialogue. Mr. Slopdasb would frequently boast that 
he was of the same family with Mr. Slapdash ; but, 
by all accounts, the relationship was very distant 
indeed. It is charitably hoped that Mr. Slopdasb was 
a good man. But while Mr. Slapdash had a mind, 
warm and animated, the other was vehement and rash, 
and would insult his hearers with gross personal re- 
flections, which were too frequently administered with 
great indiscretion ; and this he called fuithfulness. 
Mr. Slapdash could also give hard slaps when need- 
ed, but in general, they were administered with di3- 
cretioQ ; and if at any time, through the natural ra- 
pidity of his constitution, he failed, yet being posses- 
sed of the *' meekness and gentleness that was in 
Christ,'' his mistakes were soon corrected : if at times 
he tripped thrx>ugh the rapi&ty of his mind, he never 
fell into the mire through the prevailing impurity 6i 
bis heart. 
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Mr. Slopdash had a mind that was naturally lovr, 
vulgar, and coarse. The sentiments of Mr. Slap- 
dash, on the contrary, were elevated and pure. If 
ev£r he descended, it was like the swallow, just to 
dip the tip of his wings in the stream, and again 
ascend. But Mr. Slopdash was quite the duck ; he 
could go down into the filthy kennel of human cor- 
ruption, and turn it up from the very bottom, and 
then glory in his performance. Mr. Slapdash, after 
he had taken his text, would for a while stick to it ; 
and give it a very just and correct interpretation,, 
thougl) afterwards, from the warm and animated 
frame of his mind, he would branch out so as 
to surprise his hearers, by a brilliancy of thought, 
peculiar to himself. His severer hearers would 
blame him for these eccentricities, and call him a 
rambling preacher ; though still he was correct in his 
divinity, and well inteutioned in his design ; and in 
all his ramblings he was ever sure to keep upon holy 
ground. 

Mr. Slopdash, on the contrary, when he had taken 
a text, would not so much consider its sense^ as its 
sound; and would conceive himself wonderfully 
clever if he could hit upon a meaning, the most pre- 
posterous and absurd, by way of explaining a passage 
the most perspicuous and plain. He once vociferated 
for an hour on this text : " Behold, says Pharaob^s 
baker, I had three white baskets on my head." 
Gen. xl. 16. and from hence be proved the doctrine 
of the Trinity, whereby he astonished his auditory 
not a little, and pleased them hugely ; for they never 
heard before, that the three baskets meant the tliree 
persons in the Trinity ! ! ! 

He also proved nearly the same doctrine from the 
history of Esther ; that Ahasuerus was God the Fa- 
ther, that Mordecai was God the Son, that Esther 
was the Church, and that Haman was the Devil. As 
to myself, I rather doubt the justice of the interpre- 
tation : for, if we abide by it, that the, Devil was 
iiuD|f, upwards of two thousand tluee hundred years 
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ago, (though he certainly deserved it,) it is impossible 
to suppose that such a wonderful deal of mischief 
could have been done ever since, by a dead devil. 
While it is not less surprising that upwards of five 
hundred years after his execution, he should have 
been represented by Paul as being all alive, and full 
of activity, going about seeking whom he may devour. 
It is however, charitably to be concluded, that the 
defects of Mr. Slopdash were not in his heart, but 
in his head. His brains were unfortunately very ill 
screwed together, though had they been screwed 
too close, certainly many of bis floating ideas would 
have been terribly cramped; but as it happened, 
matters with him were in a very contrary extreme. 
No wonder therefore, that this shatter-brained divine, 
should by the rattling and lax state of his tongue, 
evidence so strongly, the loose state of his brains. 
Mr. Slopdash was driven, with others of the same 
mind, into this wild way of interpreting the Scrip- 
tures, not only in the above instances, but in a variety 
of others, equally as absurd, from having admitted tt)0 
slight notions of the necessity of tb^ practical and pre- 
ceptive part of the Word of God. Hence he had 
almost run into the abominable idea, urged by some 
Ranters of late a^nd modern limes ; that *' the law is 
DO rule of life to a believer ;" but his mind was not 
altogether so vipated as to admit a doctrine, so gross- 
ly blasphemous against the holiness of God. He 
appears evidently vindicated from this charge, even 
from the fanciful, absurd interpretation he gave of the 
fi^^llowing text : " He that loveth pleasure, shall be a 
poor man, he that loveth wine and oil, shall not be 
rich." Having thrown aside the common-sense inter- 
pretation of the passage, as directing us to avoid sinful 
pleasures and extravagant iudulgencies, he insisted 
upon it, that the pleasure there meant, was the plea- 
sure of true godliness, and that being a poor man was 
to be understood as being " poor in spirit ;" and that 
loving wine and oil, was to represent our loving the 
spiritual blessings of the gospel, and that such people 
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should not be rich id their own esteem.— Such was 
the spiritual nonsense that flowed in large abun- 
dance, from the ^a^6 of this shatter-brained divine. 

However there was another Mr. Slopdash, not far 
distant, a baseborn offspring of the same family, equal- 
ly as ignorant, but of a much worse dispositon : with 
him neither Mr. Lovegood, nor Mr. Merryman could 
keep up the least possible connexion, as his doctrine 
had, at all times, a secret tendency to prove his hatred 
to holiness ; and his life was no better than his doc- 
trine, while his spirit and temper were as bitter as 
wormwood and gall. This therefore, rendered him 
a very dangerous preacher indeed, for while he pre- 
tended to be such a staunch friend to the doctrine 
of Christ, he was a dangerous enemy to the mind of 
Christ, while many were found, being as ignorant as 
himself, eagerly to swallow down his insulting dog- 
mas, as if they were con^^istent with those pure and 
holy truths which are revealed in the Word of God. 

He once exemplified his horrid art in thus per- 
verting the scriptures, while he made a preachment 
from these words : " Before the cock crow, thou shalt 
deny me thrice." He actually misconstrued this holy 
word of caution, or rather prophecy, given by our 
Lord to his presumptuous disciple Peter, into an ex- 
press command, " Thou shalt deny me ;" and thus 
proved that the law cold not be a rule of life to a 
believer ! ! ! 

I was told also, on another occasion, he exhibited 
on this text : " It is better to dwell in a corner of 
the house top, than with a brawling woman in a 
wide house." First, he insisted upon it, that the 
Proverbs are not to be considered in a moral, but a 
gospel point of view. — That the brawling woman 
was the Law ; and that dwelling in the corner of 
the house, meant being shut up in the Church : and 
there the Law could not brawl at us, as all in the 
Church were in a justified state ; but they who were 
Hying in the wide house, he represented as living in the 
wide house of the world, and that they would hear 
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the brawlings of the law, scolding them for their wick« 
edness. So that this Mr« Slopdash had do idea of the 
wickedness he was guilty of, in giving such a view of 
the just and holy law, by comparing its most righteous 
sentence against our unrighteousness, to the brawling of 
an angry woman. From the same bad principle, this 
same Mr, Slopdash would also insult the minds of all 
chaster hearers of the Gospel, by telling them, that we 
should not perplex the souls of the elect, by preaching 
up more holiness than God designed they should pos- 
sess ; because " sin could do the believer no harm," 
and that when the apostles said, '^ without holiness 
no man shall see the Lord," he meant without Christ 
no man shall see the Lord, which is a solemn truth, 
though designed by him to cover a most vile antino- 
roian conclusion against the necessity of personal ho- 
liness on the souls of men. 

If I have not already exhausted the reader's pa- 
tience, he shall have some farther evidence how this 
man could pervert the wise book of Proverbs, into 
language the most preposterous and absurd ; for thus 
it seems, he was in the habit of interpreting what 
Solomon says of the four things that disquiet the 
earth : " A servant when he reigneth ;" that is said 
he, when we who once were the servants, slaves to 
the law, reign with Christ. " A fool when he is 
filled with meat," that he interpreted as meaning, 
when we fools are filled with their sort of heavenly 
food. Perhaps it would have suited as well had he 
said that it meant himself, when his gaping admirers 
gave him a good dinner for talking nonsense. *' An 
odious woman when she is married," he says, was de- 
signed to represent the marriage of the odious sinner 
to Christ ; and '^ A hand-maid, when she is heir to her 
mistress," was to mean how we sinners are made heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Christ ! ! ! spiced with 
their indirect meaning of the passage, that though the 
devil may reiga in our hearts on earth, we may reign 
with him in heaven. I am satisfied after all these in- 
stances from the abovesaid Mr. Slopdash, respecting 
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his method of interpreting the scripturesi he will 
be quite contented if I suppress others, some of 
them being even indecent, and all of them as ab- 
surd and preposterous as any of the former. And 
indeed the other Mr. Stopdash, who was known to 
Mr. Lovegood, soon tried his patience till it was 
quite exhausted ; while Mr Merryman, for a long 
time, attempted to convince him of the impropriety 
and absurdity of such interpretations of Scripture. 
But as there is a certain degree of pride and positivity 
belonging to the whole of that tribe, all Mr. Merry- 
man got, was the pity of Mr Slopdash, Who always 
conceited his own ignorance was superlative wisdom, 
and that the wisdom of others, was to be imputed to 
their ignorance. 

Through the sides of Mr. Slopdash however, the 
Rev. Mr. Taplash, Minister of a little, gay, gossiping 
town in that neighbourhood, called Clack, would 
make his most vehement attacks against Mr. Slapdash ; 
and indeed, against every other minister who with 
unaffected, simplicity and godly sincerity, preached 
the gospel to the conscienes of his hearess. These 
he would charge as being all alike, supposing that 
the follies of some were equally imputable to all ; 
and though he was a man of no great consequence 
or worth, but in his own esteem, yet where truths are 
naturally disliked, any sort of a witness will be rea- 
dily admitted against them. 

Elegance of composition, and a genteel delivery, 
were all that Mr. Taplash could admire, which he 
thought were wonderfully accomplished in himself, 
while he was dealing with all possible Afiectation, 
his flimsy, flipper}', unsentimental harangues, as a 
very acceptable treat, to those who could be gratified 
with empty sounds, and a mere parade of words. 

The Orator when he first made his appearance, 
would be primmed and dressed up in the "most finished 
style : not a hair would be found out of place on his 
empty paie^ on which the barber had been exercising 
bis occupation all the Sunday morning, and powdered 
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till as white as the driven snow. Thus elegantly 
decorated, and smelling like a civet-cat, through an 
abundance of perfumery, he would scent the air as 
lie passed. Then, with a most conceited skip, he 
would step into the pulpit, as thpugh stepping but 
of a band-box ; and here he had n6t only to display 
his elegant production, but his elegant .self also ; his 
delicate white hand, exhibiting his diamond ring, 
while his richly-scented white handkerchief was un- 
furled, and managed with remarkable dexterity and 
art. His smelling-bottle was next occasionally pre- 
sented to his nose, giving different opportunities to 
display his sparkling ring. Thus having adjusted 
the important business of the handkerchief and the 
smelling-bottle, he haid next to take out his glass, 
that he might recontioitre the /air part of his audi- 
tory, with whom he might have been gallanting, 
and entertaining with his cheap talk, the day before : 
and these, as soon as he could catch their eye, he 
would favour with a simpering look, and a graceful 
nod. 

Then next to his devotions. These were performed 
In a remarkably gentleman-like manner ; though the 
best of it was, that they were no sooner begun than 
they were ended. The same may also be said of his 
sermons, they were special short, fifteen miuutes being 
the full length of the sermon of a fashionable divine; 
aud'thi^ he rarely exceeded ; while the ingredients of 
all his compositions, seemed to be nothing better 
than flimsy declamations, and religious compliments. 
He would be talking of " the reward we were to 
receive, from the fair hand of our own virtuous con- 
duct, which, at a very easy Tate, we might secure to 
ourselves, as our religion by no means secluded us 
from innocent amusements : (doubtless referring to 
the card-table, the ball-room, the theatre, &c. ) — 
*^ which we were all permitted to enjoy, in order 
that we might return to the service of our Maker 
with a greater relish and delight : and it is reported, 
that he once actually composed a prayer for a reU- 
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giout young lady, on her confirmation, after she had 
discharged hergod-faihers and god-mothers, from that 
vow on her behalf; "to renounce the pomps and 
vanities of this wicked world, and all the sinful lusts 
of the flesh !" which she was to say after her return 
from these exhibitions of vanity and pride. 

Mr. Taplash would also, at times, adorn his ha- 
rangues with scraps of poetr)', principally culled out 
of Shakspear's plays ; and at one time, after a very 
tasty specimen of his elocution, in which he had been 
displaying the rich repast conscious virtue brought 
home to the pious mind, he thus concluded, with 
the following verse out of Thomson : 

.<* Come then, expressive silence, muse her praise." 

The orator stood, as all-astonished at the excellency 
of his own harangue ; gave a very elegant congee to 
his auditory, and then roost gracefully sat down. 

But the circumstance which flattered his vanity, be- 
yond all others, was that of his being appointed as 
the preacher at the consecration- of a church, to which 
a public charity was connected ; and on which oc- 
casion he flourished away in this most extraordinary 
manner. 

^^ Such is the fouudation of a Temple truly chris- 
tian. Let us gratify the mental eye with a transient 
survey of the figurative superstructure. I look up 
with admiration at the broad expansive archof charity ; 
the massy columns of truth ; the graceful capitals of 
mercy, gentleness, and compassion ; the whole com- 
pactly cemented by piety and philanihrophy, by a 
cement of goodness and love, intimately blended and 
tempered^ in a perfect, inseparable amalgamation. If 
it be asked^of what architectural order is the fabric ? 
it is neither the Tuscan, the Doric, the Ionic, nor the 
Gorinthian, but it is the composite Christian order ; 
more beautiful in its form, and more durable in its ma- 
terials, than the most celebrated productions of classic 
antiquity, modelled in the polite schools of Athens or 
of Ren« ; and is finished with a grace which they 
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could only, at a distant interval, faintly and imperfect- 
ly conceive."* 

A text of Scripture, or even the name of Christ, 
could scarcely ever find admission into the sermons 
of Mr. Taplash. In one of his fine moral harangues, 
descanting upon the beauties of virtue, and the ex» 
cellencies of a virtuous life, he thus addressed his 
auditory, in a sentiment he had gathered from a 
heathen orator: "Virtue, though fairest of names, 
whose enchanting power can sooth even the savage 
breast ! Virtue I say, couldst thou^ come down, 
dressed in human shape, and in all thy beauteous 
array, surely thy godlike appearance would win the 
foulest heart, and all the world would at once adore 
thee as a goddess supremely blessed, and in itiera- 
selves also, not less supremely bles>ed, when graced 
with the influences of thy most tender and transport- 
ing charms. O ! thou goddess, divinely glorious, 
descend, and let us see thy lovely features, that we 
may all adore!" 

At once the buzz of universal applause was heard 
throughout the congregation, as a most grateful in* 
cense, offered up to feast the pride and vanity of the 
preacher, by way of return for the flattery of the 
same vile passions, he had so plentifully bestowed 
on his hearers. But soon afterwards, this very fine 
speech,' delivered with such elegance, unfortu* 
nately met with a terrible mishap ; for a gentleman 
of property asked Mr. Taplash to lend his pulpit to 
old Mr. Blunt, a worthy clergyman in that neighbour- 
hood, which he could not well refuse, though much 
against the grain. He having been informed of this - 
fine speech, quoted it almost verbatim, as it was d^-/ 
livered , then added, "Virtue did once descend itf 
human form, dressed in the person of God, our holy 
Bedeemer, and adorned in the perfection of excef- 

* Such was the fanciful nonsense that appeared in print from 
the pen of a very learned man, about this time, but I forbear to 
mention names. 
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]ence. And did the world admire him for the beaoties 
of holiness, or adore him for his lovely charms? Just 
the reverse. Was he not hated because be was love- 
ly f And was not the cry against him, '* Away with 
him, crucify bim, crucify him f " And did they cease 
their vindictive cry till they bad put him to death, 
even the ignominious death of the cross ?" Never 
was Mr. Taplash's smelling-bottle so much needed as 
upon this occasion ; and he used it Very plentifully, 
while bis pretty countenance at once reddened like 
the rose ; nor could the auditory tell what they could 
think of themselves, that they could be so led away 
by the weak harangues of Mr. Taplash, which v^ere 
so easily refuted by the sound sense of Mr. Blunt.* 

If ^ver Mr. Taplash appeared a little more than 
commonly warmed and animated, it was when he 
was preaching against fanatics and modern enthu- 
siasts. On these occasions, he would be always des- 
canting on the powers of reason, which he would 
dress up as another of his goddesses ; that the Al- 
mighty had given her sufficient powers for the re- 
formation of mankind ; or if she should fail, con- 
science would be called in to lend her aid, whom he 
would call " the sacred monitor of the Deity— the 
vicegerent of the Almighty in the human bosom — ^the 
mirror of merit, from whence we receive the con- 
scious reward of every virtuous action." Such-'would 
be some of his fulsome compliments to the corrupted 
heart of man, and such was the style of this wretched 
fribble in a cassock. 

And now the reader shall be left to determine 
whether of the two is the more disgusting ; the ig- 
norance and vulgarity of Mr. Slopdash, or the con- 
ceitedness, pedantry, and puppyism of the genteel 
and elegant Mr. Taplash. Having thus presented 
these characters before the reader, the dialogue shall 
be now continued, after the departure of Mr. Love-r 
good. 

* What is here reUted actually took place at Ediijinrgh, noX 
lany years ago. 
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Worthy. Well, Mr. Merryman, as Mr. Lovegood 
is withdrawn, you may speak with the more freedom 
Bow that good man hates praise, though no person 
(Upon earth so well deserves it ! 

Merryman. Why Sir, the very style in which he 
mentioned his text at the visitation, struck me not a 
little. You know in what a grave and solemn manner 
he always reads the word of Gipd. I remember 
the text '* Watch thou in all things ; do the work of 
an evangelist ; make full proof of thy minisiry.'^ 
On that occasion, he wisely judged it might be most 
adviseable to read his sermon ; though I always like 
him best when he preacbtis from the fulness of his 
own heart ; but he knew that extempore sermons art 
sure to give offence to the clergy, especially in their 
present state. That sermon he afterwards lent me 
for my private perusal ; and what a sermon it was ! 
What -a contrast he displayed between the carnal 
ministers of the world, who neither know their Lord's 
voice, nar seek to know it, and the spiritual and faith- 
ful ministers of the gospel, as delineated in the word 
of God! 

Wor. Directly as I began to read my Bible, I was 

at once convinced, that the spirit and temper of real 

C/hristianity, were as opposite to the spirit of the 

world, as light is to Harkness. And when that poor, 

dissipated creature. Lord Rakish, gave me a call one 

morning, and happened to find Mr. Lovegood with 

me, I remember his ^rand objection against the Bible 

was, that it was impossible"1for human nature to 

come up to it. I well recollect Mr. Lovegood's 

.admirable answer : ^' So your lordship settles the mat-* 

ter, not by force of argument, but from what you feel 

in yourself: the Bible must be wrong because you feet 

wrong." Immediately Lord Rakish said, ^*Why 

^o you not think I should like to believe the Bible 

if I could, as well as yourself?" Mr. Lovegood 

directly answered, " Pardon me my Lord, if I deny 

It ; you and thousands more besides, love sin t«o 

l^cll to %e\hit9 th^ Bible." 
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Mer. What an excellent remark ! But this wa^ 
nearly the same application be made in his visita- 
tion sermon. That it was utterly impossible the 
carnal world could love the holiness and spirituality 
which existed in the real Christian ; as by the whole 
tenor of his conduct, he appeared a living witness 
against them who " have a name to live and are dead ;" 
while all Christ's r^al disciples ^*are not of the world, 
for that God hath chosen them out of the world, 
therefore the world hateth them." That conse- 
quently, as far as the real Ministers of Christ follow 
the example of their holy Master, in life and doc- 
trine, they als6 must suffer the reproach of the 
world with their suffering Redeemer. And that 
therefore, his first apostles positively declared, '^ that 
all they who live i?odly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer 
persecution ;" and that '' living godly in, Christ Jesus^^ 
would ever draw down odium and . persecution, at 
least of the tongue,, (however, through divine pro- 
vidence, religion was protected by law,) where its re- 
al influences were not established in the heart ; and 
that we should find it so, if we made full proof of our 
ministry, or attended according to the directions 
given in the ordination office. '^ To be messengers, 
watchmen, and stewards of the Lord ; to teach and 
premonish, to feed and provide for the Lord's family; 
to seek Christ's sheep who are dispersed abroad; and 
for bis children, who are In the midst of this naughty 
world, that they may be saved through Christ, for 
ever :" and after he had given a large quotation from 
that most excellent exhortation, I well remember 
the contemptuous sneer that passed on that occasion, 
between Mr. Spiteful and old Rector tiuzzle. 

Wor. No wonder at their sneers. We all know 
the spirit and temper of Mr. Spiteful : and as for 
Rector Guzzle, I never heard him famed for any 
thing, but that he was a greater eater, and harder 
drinker than any man about the country. But I 
thought after I had read the sermon, Mr. Lovegood 
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was the most striking on that passage, "Do the 
work of an evangelist." ' 

Mer. Indeed Sir, Lhad no conception at first, that 
there coald be any other evangelists than the writers 
of the four Oospels. 

fVor. But he gave us all to understand, that the 
work of an evangelist, is to spread the Gospel. 
And in what a full and concise manner he described 
' the- leading seotiments of the jGro&pel preacher ! 

Mer. I remember well his weighty observations on 
the importance of the ministry ; and I felt every word 
as against myself, for my presumption and wickedness, 
in taking upon me such an office, and from such mo- 
tives while 1 was so perfectly careless ; living like a 
downright heathen, and yet daring to assume the cha- 
racter of the minister of Christ. What strong expres- 
sions he made use of, when calculating the ii^nite 
value of but one immortal spirit ! That *' all the vast 
revolutions of kingdoms and empires, were but for a 
time ; the wide-extended q>lendour of the greatest of 
them, as once they existed, is now no more : not so 
the so^ of the meanest individual : being of infinite 
duration, it is of infinite worth ;'^ urging from this, 
that our doctrine shmild be the most pure, our ex- 
ample the most lioly, and our diligence the most assi- 
duous and persevering. 

. fVorJDo you recollect how he urged that part of 
the text, " Watch thou in all things .?" 

Mer Yes, I recollect enough to have covinced 
me, and many others, if they could have attended 
to it, that our careless lives, and sacred office, 
were the greatest contradiction to each other, and 
in entire opposition to the word of God, which di- 
rects us to ^' be instant in season, and out of sea- 
son ;" to " make, full proof of our ministry;" in 
short " to spend and be spent for Jesus Christ ;" 
while at the same time, the negligence of the gene^ 
rality of us, was so evident and notorious. But what 
striking observations he made on those words, " En- 
di^re afflictions !" He at once met the objection he 
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supposed would be made, that this part of the text, 
must be coufined to primitive times only ; and that 
uow the profession of Christianity, since its esta* 
blishment, was ^* attended with ease and honour."^ 
But I remember with what solemnity, he asked the 
question, ^' Is the carnal mind otherwise now, than 
it was then,-*^Enmity against God f Could age cure 
the diseases of the human heart, which is described 
as being '* deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked ?" No wonder therefore, if in every age we 
exemplified the justice of the charge, that we are 
haters of God ; and what could be expected from such, 
but that they should be haters of the godly ? I re* 
member he farther pressed the point, by first quot- 
ing the beatitudes, as in the fifth of Matthew ; oh* 
serving what a fine epitome it was of the mind of 
Christ, as it dwells in the heart of every true believer* 
That the real Christian was poor in spirit ; and that 
such only are of the kingdom of heaven ; that he 
was a holy mourner, under a sense of sin ; and that 
such alone should be comforted ; that he is tbund 
among the meek, and thai these only inherit the 
earth, and heaven too : that they hungered and 
thirsted after rightequsness, or rather after a holy con* 
formity to the will of God : that he was merciful ; and 
therefore should obtain mercy : that he was pure in 
heart ^ therefore should see God : that he was a 
peace-maker, and therefore should be numbered 
among the children of God. He then made the 
comparison between the high spirituality which 
belongs to the real disciples of Christ, and the poor^ 
cold morality so much talked of, though after all, sp 
Uttte practised among the people of the world* 

* An expression of the late Bishop Wurburton, when in thij 
exertion of his zeal against modem enthusiasts. Though % 
Bishop of a church which so repeatedly insists on divine influ* 
ences, yet like many others, he entirely denied all divine, in- 
fluences whatever; thus he completely reduced Christianity tp 
a system of deism, or of natural religion, si jt called^ wRile 
he pretended to Tindieate her sa^reil camBe. 



Then he^ mentioned a variety of passages of the same 
import and concladed with this text: ^'Whatsoever 
ye do, in word and deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by 
him." 

Mer. Till that hour, I never had the most distant 
conception what was meant by gospel holiness, any 
more than the horse I rode on to the visitation. But 
I am sure all that he spoke respecting the impurity 
and unholiness of mankind in general, was true, and 
indeed, of all as in a state of nature. I have already 
seen a great deal too much, though yet so young ; and 
I have had proof enough, that what the Bible says 
is true, "that the whole world lieth in the wicked one." 
Almost all I have ever met with, have been nearly of 
the same stamp, following what their corrupted 
hearts evidently liked best ; " the lust of the flesh, 
the last of the eye, and the pride of life." I am 
sure all these were my delights, till I beard Mr. Love- 
good. 

Wor. But I remember, he has admirably showed 
bow the evangelist, or evangelical minister, had also 
to expatiate on the glories of the Gospel^ as manifest- 
ed in our redemption by the blood of Christ, our ac- 
ceptance in his righteousness, and the sanctification 
of our natures, by the operation of the Divine Spirit. 
I think our excellent friend crowded too many ideas 
into the same subject ; but no wonder, as it was most 
evidently his design, to take that opportunity, to give 
the most comprehensive view of matters in his power. 
What he delivered, contauied sufficient substance 
for many a large volume. 

Mer. I really was no critic, while he was pouring 
down the substance of such volumes of divinity on 
my poor, ignorant head, and wicked heart ; yet no-- 
thing astonished me so much as my ignorance, ex- 
cepting my presumption, while he took the opportu- 
nity during the course of his sermon, to quote a va- 
riety of awful passages, against such a set of faithless 
hirelings. He produced several of them from the 
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vellous light." I '^tbink I now see him as he was 
then in the pulpit ; he stopped, and made a solemn 
pause, then added : Holy brethren, such we are in 
office, and such we shouldJ)e before Go4 and man ; 
what manner of persons ought we then to be, in all 
holy conversation and godhness," to be the leaders 
and instructors of a people, so sacred in themselves, 
and so highly devoted to God." 

Wor. 1 don't remember reading that passage in 
the sermon ; but he told me, while he was delivering 
it, some texts from the Scriptures struck him so for- 
cibly, that he introduced them, and gave a short com- 
ment upon them ; and this made him preach a quar- 
ter of an hour longer than he designed. 

Mer. Yes, I heard enough of the length of his 
sermon, though I bless God it was not long to me. 
The whole of it was but just an hour. But the ridi- 
cule of almost all the clergy, both as it respected the 
length of his sermon, and the holy warmth with which 
it was delivered, shocked me exceedingly. 

fVor, Ah Sir had they been at a Play-house, in- 
stead of a Church, neither the length of the play, nor 
the pathos of the actors, would have given them the 
least offence. The actor is allowed to represent ima- 
ginary things as though they were real ; while the 
minister of the truths of God, is to be stigmatized as 
a madman, unless he represents real things as though 
they were imaginary. 

Mer. Well Sir, and I do not suppose you thought 
your worthy Minister to blame, in going a little be^ 
yond the limits he designed, in making some addi- 
tions to the written sermon, he composed for the 
visitation. For though I admire the tenderness of 
his mind, not to give offence when it possibly can 
be avoided, by writing his sermon, as the truths he 
then delivered would be deemed sufficiently offen- 
sive among those who heard them 5 yet I cannot con- 
ceive why speaking extempore from the pulpit, 
should give more offence than at the bar, or in the 
f^enate, or in any other public assembly. 
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Wor. If indeed it be required of a minister that he 
should be '^ apt to teach|" why should we not expect 
at least as much from a public pleader in the cause 
of religiqp, as a public pleader at the bar f The pf«- 
fence therefore, taken at what is called extempore 
preaching, 1 suppose is principally found to be among 
tt\pse who are exposed thereby, for undertaking an 
office they are so ill qualified to fill ; though I 
would speak with caution,*as I by no means suppose, 
that every minister is altogether unfit for his office, 
who Cannot speak extemporp. 

Mer, Well, I found I was in a measure obliged. to 
commence an extempofe preacher, before ever I de- 
signed it ; for as soon as I became serious,' none of 
my 'old sermons would do for me any longer ; nor 
were there^ any to be bought that would afterwards 
suit my taste : and my mind was so occupied, after 
hearing Mr. Lovegood, that I was quite unfit to sit 
down to compose any thing like a regular sermon ; 
80 having written some thoughts as they occurred to 
my mind, I explained them as well «? I could from 
my notes, according to the feelings of my heart. 

Wor, But what was the effect of the visitation ser- 
mon, after you came from chprch, and attended with 
your brethren at the dinner ? 

JVler: Sir, I was exceedingly shocked at the pro- 
fane Kdicule which took place against Mr. Love- 
good almost from every quarter ; and some of them 
came up to me, supposing that 1 should join with 
them; but I was so ashamed of myself that I 
turned my head another way and dropped a tear ; 
while Mr. Lovegood, Mr. Godliman, and poor old 
Mr. Meek, collected together in one corner of the 
room to keep each other in countenance. I was 
heartily glad, however, to see in the midst of all his 
contempt, old Dr. Orderly, and Mr. Sedate his 
curate, come up to him, and shook him by the hand, 
and thanked him for his sermon. Observing, that 
though perhaps he could not entirely agree with him 

Vol. n. J 2 
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in all points of divinity ; yet that he had shown a ne- 
cessary and well-timed zeal against the loose and 
improper conduct of too many of their brethren. 
This gave me encouragement to follow his example. 
And when I told him, that one of the most dissipated 
and negligent of the same order, begged to follow the 
doctor's example, in thanking him, from the bottom 
of my heart, for the just rebuke I had received from 
his lips ; and prajed that God would give me grace 
to retnember it to my dying moments, a tear began 
starting from my eye, which I could not suppress, 
while Mr. Lovegood, Mr. Godliman, and Mr. Meek 
had enough to do to stifle the feelings of their minds 
at the same time/ As to Mr. Lovegood, he was 
much more overcome than myself: we went and 
stood together for a short time, by a window in the 
room, and very little could either of us say, while we 
mingled the sympathetic tear with each other, as 
subsisting between those who- feel the joy of angelSj 
when one poor sinner is brought fo repentance unto 
life. A repentance which for- the first time, I trust I 
then begao to feel. • 

fVor. Had our invaluable friend preached nothing 
better than a sort of cold, formal, half-way sermon, 
he had not given half the offence, nor yet would he 
have done half the good : Truth can best defend itself 
without the assistance of our low cunning, in attempt- 
ing to make it palatable to the carnal mind. But the 
Bishop it seems, was quite as much pleased with his 
sermon as Dr. Orderly. 

Me?', I was very glad the Bishop took so much 
notice of him, though I heard that Rector Guzzle, 
and Mr. Toper, his curate, and Rector Fillpot, who 
sat close together, talking about nothing but good 
eating and drinking, afterwards did all they could 
to prejudice his lordship against him. It is reported 
when Rector Guzzle said, " You see, my lord, these 
modern preachers are all for grace :" the bishop re- 
lolied, ^'Itis tobelamentend that the clergy, in gene- 
ral, have not more of that grace exhibited in their 
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lives aod conduct, which Mr. Lovegood has so well 
recommended to their notice." Though I believe 
he also agreed with Dr. Orderly, (who is* much re- 
spected by the Bishop, and by every one else who 
knows him,) that Mr. Lovegood rather went a little 
too far. 

Wor. Well, I confess I cannot see the good of that 
\o\6. moderation which some admire. When the 
cause is* of God, we cannot be too zealous in promo- 
ting it. • 

Mer, But zeal, in such a cause, is sure to be charg- 
ed as being the effect of madness. 1 heard of a near 
relation of mine, who has some preferment in Ire- 
land, and who, but a little time ago, was quite as 
dissipated as myself, and is now as zealous for the 
cause of God, as he once was for the cause of vanity 
and nonsense; when he was accused by one of his 
'* false brethren" to the bishop, as not only being 
mad himself, but that he had hitten others of the 
clergy also ; received for answer, that if that was 
madness, lie ho^d he would go on till he had hiiten 
every clergyman in his diocese. 

Jvor, I rather wonder, that a great variety of ob- 
jectors did not enter the list againt Mr. Lovegood's 
faithful testimony on this occasion. 

Mer, Oh Sir ! there was Mr. Flippant, a young 
stripling just in orders; but he puts me too much in 
mind of myself; how he went skipping and prating 
about the room against Mr. Lovegood's sermon. He 
came and asked me, among others, if I had ever heard 
such a ranting fool before.'' I had sufficient courage 
tp answer : *' Oh Sir ! I fear the charge of being 
ranting fools, may be more justly urged against us 
for our wickedness, than against Mr. Lovegood for 
his preaching." 

jUrs. Wor, It is of very little consequence what such 
empty chaps have to say : but I suppose after this 
you soon became intimate with Mr. Lovegood. 

Mer, Madam, 1 could not rest, as you may sup- 
pose, till I had an interview with him. Directly J^ 
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therefore, as he moved from the dinner, I followed 
him ; my heart was so full that almost every word I 
spoke to*him was intermixed with tears of contrition 
and remorse : while he, with the greatest affection, 
began to pour into my wounded conscience all the 
consolatory promises of the Gospel ; observing, what 
a great mercy it was that I was now convindfed cjf 
the folly and evil of my past life, and what ^ blessing 
• this might prove to hundreds besides, if, by the grace 
of Goa, I continued in the same mind. When we 
parted, Mr. Lovegood affectionately invited me to see 
him. As it unfortunately happened, I was engaged on 
a visit to Mr. Bluster, at Revel-Hall ; Mr. Lovegood 
advised me to send my excuse, as I could now say, I 
was engaged on some concerns which demanded my 
particular attention. — So the time I mesnt for Mr. 
Bluster, I passed with Mr. Lovegood. 

Wor.' It proved a very favourable event, that nu- 
mediately as you found 3'our need of an instructor, 
you at once had one at hand, so excellently well cal- 
culated for your purpose.* « 

Mer. Indeed Sir it was. For you must thinkj, what 
a situation I was in, when just emerging, from my 
ignorance, a mere babe in Christ, and in spiritual 
knowledge, I found that I had to fill the place of a 
Father in divine knowledge ; for such fathers, I ap- 
prehend, are the only fit instructors of the children 
of God.* 

War, I fear there were very few who could properly 
be called the children of God, who needed your in- 
struction in that parish, so that the difficulty could 

* It is probable that on this supposition the fears of Thomas 
Newman were excited, in Dialogue the 6th, lest Mr. Lovegooa 
should be promoted from the vicarage of Brookfield to the Arcn- 
bishoprick of Canterbury, judging very rightly how well he de- 
served, not only the title of the right reverend, but even the most 
reverend Father in God, both' from the rich experience of the Gos- 
pel on his own heart, and having also so many around him, wno 
were his spiriturl children, and over whom he acted in a manner s 
fatherly and so wise. Oh ! that a Mr. Lovegood, independent 01 
every political principle may never be wantin'g to fill «ach vacan 
bishonrinlc in onr land. 
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uot be very considerable, while you had to instruct 
others still more ignorant than yourself. 
' Mer, True Sir. But then I was perfectly ignorant 
how I was to set about that low office of a spiritual 
instructor. But by passing the two days I designed 
for Mr. Bluster, with Mr. Lovegood, be gave me a clue 
for obtaining spiritual knowledge, which afterwards 
proved a wonderful advantage to me. He particu- 
larly advised me to read the first book of Homilies ; to 
employ my time in modernizing the language, and 
then read them over as sermons, to my congregation. 

Wor. Did you take the advice ? 

Mer. Sir I have before told yon I could think of 
nothing but myself, and my ignorance, directly as I 
began to examine myself by the new views which had 
been brought to my nind. And though I found the 
book of Homilies exceedingly instructive, and though 
1 have loved the church of England ever since, as 
in this land she is certainly the pillar and ground of 
truth ; * yet I rather chose to follow that part of 
Mr. Lovegood's advice, to attempt some instructive 
hints, as I read the lessons appointed for the public 
servioe, and when I got into the pulpit, I have before 
told you how I stammered out the truth as well as \ 
could. 

fVor. I should suppose this change wrought on 
your heart, was not a greater blessing to yourself, 
than a matter of astonishment to all the people at 
Sandover. 

Mer, I bless God, many of my parishioners were 
not less affected than myself, when I began to tell 
them ail, how grieved I was that I had been leading 
them wrong, both by my example and doctrine ; and 
that now I hoped in God, that I should preach them 

* Mr. IVXerryman might not suppose fro in that observation, \ 

that no bleOiisbes could be found which vindicated the conduct 1 
of others in their conscientious dissent from the established church 

though he laments that there are any such dissenters Xo be found, j 

as blame Mr. Merryman and others, for their conscientious confer- J 

raity to a church, notwithstanding some defects, whose liturgy is so 3 
evangelical, and whose doctrines are so sound. 
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better doctrine, and show them a better example ; 
and while I was thus talking to the people, it is 
amazing how poor Sam Resolute, one of my former 
comrades, was affected. I was in hopes for some 
time, that his heart had been truly changed ; but since 
then, he has awfully declined. I hope however, he 
will yet be brought back, for I met with him the 
other day, after he had been at a horse race, and 
begged him to come into my house. He followed 
me like a criminal ,* 1 plucked up courage, and would 
go to prayer with him, and it is amazing how he 
wept, and with what contrition he mentioned his 
backsliding state. 

Wor, People must have been filled with remark- 
able astonishment at such a change. 

Mer. Why Sir. it was curious beyond expression, 
what strange reports fled about the country, con- 
cerning me. Some said, that the change was occa* 
sioned by dejection of spirits, from my having met 
with a heavy loss by gaming ; others found out that I 
had been crossed in love ; some said that I had seen my 
uncle's apparition^ who died Sboui six weeks before ; 
and others .thought it was the effect of a fall from my 
horse, when I was taken up for dead at Gambleton 
races, whereby my scull had been nearly fractured, 
and that now I was quite gone mad. In short, it was 
so currently reported, that I was mad, that young cap- 
tain Sparkish, one of my former frothy companions, 
actually came aver to see me, and inquired if i-t 
might not be adviseable to consult a Physician, to 
know what remedy might be necessary to heal the 
cracked scull I met with, on the horse course. 

Miss Wor. Why Sir, I should rather think it 
might have been supposed^ your scull was quite as 
much craoked when you were after every mad 
ajiiusement and when you pitied me and* my sisters 
at Mr. Bluster's, that we were lo . be bred up in 
such a mopish manner, as that we were not to be 
allowed to touch a card ; and as you- expressed your- 
elf that my father would as soon see the devil come 
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into the house as a dancing-master; but 1 am sure, 
what the grace of God has done upon your heart, has 
been a great blessing to me. ^ 

Mer. Why madam, who could tell you t opade 
such a speech As that ? I confess, though I have fre- 
quently expressed my pity that Mr. Worthy should 
educate his daughters in such a mopish manner, as I 
then thought it ; yet I do not think I ever said your 
father " would as soon we the devil in his house, as 
a dancing master." 

Wor, [To his daughter.] This you know, my dear, 
was a speech of Mr. Spiteful : and when he.has.it in 
his power to exemplify the spleen of his heart against 
any of the supporters of vita! religion, he never ihinks 
it a crime to exaggerate. 

Miss Wor. But Sir, since you favoured me and my 
sisters with the present of Mrs. Hannah More's book 
on Female Education, we can very willingly gfve up 
the silly amusement of dancing and card playing, 
for the sake of the rational instructions we receive in 
the room of them. I am sure, when I happened to 
be with the Miss Giddy's the other* day, I was satis- 
fied^ nobody need to envy them the privileges of 
their .s«-t of educatidn. 

Mer. Indeed, my dear Miss Worthy, through the 
divine blessipg, I now see how much it is to b^ la- 
mented,' that the young women of the present day are 
turned out from their diflferent boarding schools, such 
mere baubles and playthings, that they scarcely de- 
serve to be esteemed as rational creatures ; but I had 
no serious views of the evils of these things, till I 
became serious myself. 

Wor. Yes, and when you wern half a madman, and 
as thoughtless as you could be, you were then judged 
to be in your sober senses ; but when you became 
" sober and temperate in all things," then you were 
supprosed to be a madman. We never know the 
worth of our own minds, till such time as we are 
blessed with the grace and mind of Christ. 

Mer. I am sure the Spirit of God, in his divine ope 
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ration on the human mind, may well be described as 
" the Spirit of wisdom and understanding." What 
a lovely sedateness, what pleasttnt calmness, are they 
possessed of who feel the restoraUon of" the kingdom* 
of heaven within them;" which is beautifully described 
in the scripture, as being " righteousness, and peace, 
aQd joy in the Holy Ghost!" 

Wor, Mr. Lovegood g^acfaed us two admirable 
sermons, a few Sundays i^, on that subject, " The 
peace of God which passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds, through Jesus Christ." — 
But here is Edward coming ; I suppose it is with a 
message from Mr. liovegood. 

Edw^ Sir, will your honour wartf the best parlour 
when you come in i^ for a younrg gentleman and his 
lady in a one-horse chair, and a servant with them 
on horseback, stopt to read the poetry your honour 
had put over the door,^ and have asked for a dish of 
tea ; and say, if I can accommodate them, they had 
rather stop the evening with us, than go two miles 
farther to Mapleton. 

Wor. O no Edward, we shall be going home di- 
rectly. , 

Edw. But I am afraid my acdommodation»^are not 
good enough for them ; for I am sure by their man- 
nef that they are real gentlefolk, 

Mrs. Wor, Then you will find it still more easy to 
accommodate them. You have all things, though 
in a plain way, yet very clean and neat ; and if they 
want any. thing you have not got, send to Trusty, 
my housekeeper, and she will let you have it. 

Wor. Well, we will leave a couple of the largest 
trout for your guests, and call on Mr. Lovegood ; and 
we will go home and clear for your visitants. 

Edw. Thank your honour and madam, for your 
kindness. 

Wor. Farewell Edwacd. But be sure and send 
if you want anything. 

* See Dialogue XIX. 






DIALOGUE XXII. 

MR. WORTHY, MR. LOVELY, AND OTHERS. 



THE CONTRAST ; OK, CONJUGAL HAPPINESS, FOUNDED 
ON CHASTITY, FII>ELITY, AND AFFECTION. 

Edward goes to Brookfield-hall on the follow- 
ing morning, after the arrival of bis new. guests, 
while the family were at breakfast, and bags to speak 
to Mr. Worthy. Edward is introduced. < 

Edw. Sir, your honour said that I must call on you 
if .the gentleman and lady, who came to our house 
yesterday evening, wanted any thing. They want 
nothing but the liberty to walk in your honour's park ; 
and they are so pleased with the situation, and so well 
contented with our plain way of accommodating 
theq^, that they mean to stop over Sundliy ; for I made 
bold to teU them, what a wonderful Jine man we have 
for the Minister of our Parish, and that it was he who 
made the versetyour honour had put over the door ; 
but I should be ashamed to put (hem in our pew. , 

fVor. Well Edward, there will be no difficulty 
on that scQre, for though we are pretty well crowded 
with Mr. Considerate's family and our own, yet my 
daughters can sit with Mr§ Lovegood, and then we 
shall have- room for them. 

Mrs. War. But do you want any thing for their 
accommodation ? , . 

Edw. Nothing madam, but Mrs. Trusty's receipt, 
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with yoar leave, to make some jellies ; the lady is in a 
very poor state oi health, and he is so tender of ber ! 
They seem to ^be a most loving pair. — Poor Mrs. 
Chipman ! 4he sight of it quite cuts her to the iieart; 
she is always saying she might have been as hap^y 
as they are, if it had not been for her own folly, and 
the evil consequences of sin. 

Mrs. Wor. Trusty shall send some jellies to your 
house directly. 

Wor* Perhaps a little fruit also may be acceptable? 

Edw, Why, the Lady was asking if we had any, 
and we gathered some cherries and strawberries for 
them; but it is not. in our wa}? to raise such dainties 
as vour honour has at .the Hall. 

Wor, I shall tell the gardener to send thejn a bas- 
ket of fruit, and I shall call on you to-naorrow, and 
invite them to tea. 

Edw. Thank yoi^ honour. The dear gentleman, 
(and I am. sure by his kind and good behaviour, he 
must be some downright gentleman ;) he thinks about 
nothing but his wife : she is very sickly, and he is 
sadly afraid he will lose her. 

Wor, I hope it is not another Sir Charles and 
Lady Dash's story. 

Edw. O Sii? ! their behaviour is so different, it 
cannot be : — 1 am sure it cannot be. 

Wor, Have you learnt the gentleman's name ? 

Edw, Why SijT, when their servant sat down to 
supper with us, I made bold to ask him.^i^His name 
is Lovelv. He came from a place called Fairfield, 
qear Grediton. It is amazing, what a character the 
man gives his master and mistress, and what an af- 
fecting story he tells about them : I think there have 
been nothing but affecting stories at our house of late ; 
d,s how he married against the consent of his rich un- 
cle; and that he is very angry with him : but I can 
scarcely tell your honour the rights of it, 
' [On the next day Mr. Worthy accomplished his 
hospitable design : the first introductory tea-table con- 
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versation being not of sufficient ^portance to be 
narrated, shall be omitted. After tea, as the weather 
proved lowering, Mrs. Lovely continued the guest of 
Mrs. Worthy, while Mr. Worthy and Mr. Lovely 
took a short walk about the gardens : and when 
seated in the green-house, the following conversation 
took place.] 

fVor. 1 am afraid Sir, you meetwith very plain ac- 
commodations at the Golden Lion, though I am sa- 
tisfied the worthy landlord and his wife will, accord- 
ing to the best of their ability, make you as comfort- 
able as they can in their hognely way. 

Lov. O Sir ! nothing can delight us more than our 
present accommodations. As we passed by we stopt 
to read the poetry ; and it struck us so exceedingly, 
that we thought we would gratify our curiosity by 
going into the house. We called for tea, and were so 
astonishingly pleased with the neat and decent ap- 
pearance of matters, that we at osce determined to 
stop short of Mapleton, where we intended to have 
' slept. Besides, we were so struck with the enchant- 
ing scenery from the lovely situation of the village, 
the neighbourhood being so beautifully dressed by 
the taste you have pisplayed about your own house 
and pleasure-grounds, that we next determined to con- 
tinue, at least, a few days in our present quafners. 

Wor. Have you a long journey then before you, 

Sir ? 

Lov. Oh no Sir ! I am only taking easy journies 
from place to place, by the advice of our physician, 
to see if any thing can be done for the recovery of 
tlie health and spirits of that invaluable creature, 
who has been my wife for about these six months. 
We are under peculiar embarrassments, [he hesitates 
anfl wipes his eyes, then adds,] my relations, some of 
whom are very affluent, are exceedingly displeased 
at the marriage, and I am afraid lest 1 should lose 
the best of wives by the affliction. . 

fVor. I know Sir, how indelicate it is, to ask you 
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questions of this sort, as it seems almost bodering 
upon impertinence ; but may I suppose your only 
crime has been, that you were captivated by a very 
amiable young woman, whose birth and education 
were inferior to your own. 

Lov. O Sir ! no apology is needed ; and our minds 
have suffered so severely by this event, that it will 
be a gr«at indulgence to me, especially as I have 
taken the liberty to inquire so mi)ch into your cha- 
racter since I have been here, if you will allow me 
to be more particular. 

Wor, We cannot well leave our present retreat, as 
it begins to rain ; and whatever you communicate 
shall be in confidence. 

Lov. Oh no Sir ! no confidence is necessary. The 
part my dearest wife and I have acted, tnay be pub- 
lished in every newspaper throughout the kingdom 
and it will never put us to the blush. 

Wor. Sir, after ^uch a declaration of your honour^ 
able conduct, I cannot be less anxious to hear your 
story, than you are to relate it. 

Lov,. Sir, before you can fully understand matters 
I must first give you a short history of our family 
connexions. My father has a small hereditary 
estate, which clears him between five and six hun- 
dred a yejir, and that he might increase his fortune, 
he engaged with others in a large brewery. He 
married a Miss Greedy, whose family is very rich, 
but as it is the scheme of that family, like many 
others, to hoard up all for the eldest son, her for- 
tune was nothing greater than my father had a 
right to expect, it being only three thousand pounds. 
By that marriage my father had five childreti ; my 
younger brother died almost an infant. So that 
our family at present consists of myself and tbr^e 
sisters ; two of these are creditably married, and for 
this they have to thank my father, who being a per- 
son of strict integrity, never saw it just to make such 
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z, vast difference between his children : and having 
thus, by care and attention, portioned off my sisters 
with very decent fortunes, he tells me I have little to 
expect from him' but the family estate. 

fFor. Well Sir, 1 conc^ratulate you in having a 
father of such integrity and worth. I am surprised 
tbat he should have been so displeased at your mar* 
riage. 

Liov. He displeased at the marriage ! no dear Sir, 
It met with his highest approbation; and he 'has not 
a daughter of his own that he can love better than 
IBV dearest wife ; she was a creditable tradesman's 
daughter, or rather in the mercantile line; well edu- 
eated, and brought into the family with her eight 
hundred pounds on the day of her marriage. But O ^ 
Sir ! if yon did bui know half her excellencies, yoa ^ 
would say shc^was the greatest fortune imaginable in 
herself, inestimable beyond the value of money. It has 
been the displeasure of my rich uncle, my mother's 
brother, which has been the cause of our perplexity. 

fVor. What was tbat to him, if your marriage 
was conducted with so much purity, chastity, and 
propriety, and with the consent of your parents ? 

JLov. Sir, it was greediness and family pride. I 
have tainted the blood of the family by marrying a 
tradesman's daughter, when I might have enriched it 
by marrying the dau$i:hter of an Earl ; and my mo- 
ther unhappily joined with him in all his objections. 

fVor, But you are not of his family after all ; and 
how could you, with your comparatively small for- 
tune and when even that was not to be yours till after 
your father's death, support the daughter of an Earl, 
in the extravagant style in which they generally ex- 
pect to live ! 

Lov, O Sir ! but he meant to make me his heir. 

Wor. What then, had your uncle no children of his 
own f 

Lov, Sir he never was married for the sake of an 
offspring, but that he might enlarge his propert}'. He 
fherefore availed himself of the fally afarich wieievr« 
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who was fiAeen years older than himself; andwhcm 
he had possessed himself of her fortune, he treated 
her most cruelly. However, he had plenty of chil- 
dren, as is supposed, by other women ; for he is a most 
debauched character, and at the same time a most 
^tortionate miser, though he was still fond of making 
a family show ; and till lately he meant to make a 
son he had, by a married woman in that neighbour^ 
hood, his heir ; as she was, and as they call it,-better 
bred than most of the low women with whc^ he had 
been connected ; and the children he had by these, 
being ashamed to own them, he would have packed 
off to nurse, at the cheapest rate possible; and no- 
thing rejoices him so much, as when he hears of the 
death of any of them. 

IVor. How came he to alter his rouid, and not 
make the son you mention his heir f 

Lov Sir, he educated him for that purpose, but 
in so mean a way, and introduced him among such 
a terrible set of low associates, that he turned out 
quite a blackguard : and being educated under such 
large expectations, be became also very extravagant : 
and as his father was too covetous to give him remit- 
tances equal to his extravagance, he got himself con* 
nected with a set of swindlers ; and that he might be 
able to pay some gaming-debts, he committed such 
crimes, that he was obliged to leave the country, or 
be sent to pcaol ; my uncle therefore gave him fifty 
pounds, and sent him to America, and it is reported, 
that he died there of the . yellow fever. , 

IVor. What horrid evils are connected with such a 
life of debauchery, that a man should be such a de- 
testable brute* thereby, as to be ashamed of his own 
offsprinj^, even so as to wish them dead! How dif- 
ferent the happy state of those children, whose ex- 
istence is their parents' boast and joy ; how I hate 
the low libidinous tricks of the present evil, adulter- 
ous generation ! 

f? Iq this respect xajiB, by his debauchery, is eren BEirSAT-B 

A BRUTE. 
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^ Lot. Sir, I am sure it is impossible to detest them 
worse than they deserve. However my uncle, after 
the death of this his profligate bastard, as I was his 
heir-at-law, began to think of adopting me as such.— 
My father could never bear the name of him ; yet when 
he was frequently sending for me, he advised me by 
no means to insalt him by personal incivilities, as his 
property, according to legitimite right, would next be 
mine.- As my uncle ordered me I therefore went to 
fais house ; when the more I knew of him, the more I 
was disgusted at him. 

War. Were you obliged to live pretty constantly 
with him then ? 

Liov, Not entirely so: for I was always striving to 
make an excuse of absence ; and the argument, which 
best succeecfed with him , was about the brewery ; 
that as my father farmed a good deal of his own 
estate, he would be a considerable loser in the 
brewery, unless I kept the accounts ; for my uncle 
never had but two objects in view, — by every means, 
however base some of those means might be, to enrich 
the family, and to gratify his impure desires. 

Wor, WeirSir, this proved a just and providential 
excuse, to be as little as possible with such a family. 

jLov. But Sir, it was by this favourable turn to- 
wards me, that a chain of events >vas produced, 
which have proved the most ^perplexing and distress- 
ful to myself and my dearest Ann. 

Wor. Real!}' Sir, your history becomes so interest- 
ing, that 1 am quite anxious to hear the result of it. 

Lot. Sir, before my uncle's determination had been 
made known to me, of adopting me as the heir to 
bis estates, a design of marriage had, in a great 
measure been settled between myself and my dearest 
wife ; and not less to the satisfaction of our parents, 
than myself. All that he ever said, was, " please your- 
self, and you will please me ; money is no object ; 
happinesss in the married state consists in something 
better than money ;" But when my uncle was deter- 
mined to make me his heir, I was immediately to bi^ 
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married to some woman with money, or blood, as \i 
is called. One of Lord Gambleion's danghters was 
therefore immediately thought of, find though hb 
Lordship had considerably reduced his fortune by his 
extravagance, yet as for want of a male issue they 
were co-heiresses, it was judged an excellent match 
on my behalf; but a more worthless r^ht abomi- 
nable never existed amon^ the ri^ht honourables : 
and thus between his Lordship's blood, and my uncle's 
money, I at all events must be united to this noble 
family. 

fVor, O this noble blood, and this love of money ! 
what mischief they create ! But how did you get over 
the difficulty ? 

Lov. Why Sir, I knew that it would not bein my 
power to deal with my uncle, but by gentle means. 
When he proposed the match, I told him the con- 
nexion I had in a measure formed witb Miss Com- 
merce, before he had mentioned his kind design of 
making me his heir. He started and said, " who the 
devil is Miss Commerce ?" When I told him she 
was a respectable tradesman's daughter, he immedi* 
ately began swearing, after the mo(le of his general 
conversation : " that he would never allow any of his 

family to be united to such a set of d d black* 

guards;" calling me a low fellow, and 'saying, if I 
would not see Lord Gambleton's daughter, he would 
adopt another heir, and that he would have nothing 
more to do with me : and that he expected I should 
first see how I liked the eldest, as that might prove 
the greatest advantage to myself and the family.^ 

Wor. Really Sir, you had a difficulty before yoir, 
not easily to be surmounted. 

Lov. Sir, 1. told him 'I could have no objection 
against seeing any of Lord Gambleton's daughters, 
but that I hoped he would put no restraint upon niy 
affections as that might prove a source of misery to 
nie through life ; aud so matters were waived for the 
present, till I had time to consult my parents. 

Wor. Well Sir, and I should hope your parents 
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did not advise you to sacrifice your affections, for the 
i^ke of money or blood. 

Lov. O Sir ! my father behaved like a father, but 
it grieves me to say, my mother was just the reverse. 
She was at once struck with the proposal ; observed, 
what a fine thing it would be to have her son, the 
. acknowledged heir of the family to which she origi- 
nally belonged, and to be united to such noble blood ; 
and that my present ^ engagement with Miss Com- 
merce, was not so far gone, but that T might break 
it off. — O Sir! what a hard task was this to myself, 
and the dear creature to whom I am now so happily 
united ! 

fVor. It must have been a hard ta^k indeed. — But 
how did you succeed in evading the difficulties of this 
perplexing dilemma ? a 

Lov. You must suppose Sir, I was under the ne- 
cessity of meeting with Lord Gambleton's family, who 
(^ame on purpose to visit my uncle ; and Lady Geor- 
giana, being the eldest, was the first I was ordered 
to notice, and who was introduced to me accordingly, 
and of course, I was obliged to be very complaisant 
to her in return ; while as I suppose, she was directed 
to be more than complaisant to me. I cannot express 
myself how much I was disgusted, even at*first sight, 
at the silly airs, the fulsome forwardness, of this 
paltry mess of noble blood, when brought into com- 
petition with the excellent understanding, undis- 
guised modesty, and unaffected simplicity, of my 
dearest Ann. 

Wor. Sir, I confess you would have made a sacri- 
fice much to your discredit, had you, contrary to eve- 
ry just and generous feeling, given up for such mo** 
tives, an abject so worthy of your affections. 

Lqv4 Sir, if [ had not taken the liberty to inquire 
into your character, I should not have been so happy 
in your approbation of my conduct ; I am satisfied it 
will therefore still meet with your approbation, when 
you hear the result of these events. 

Wor, Dear Sir, I have now no doubt of it^ 

i3* 
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LiOv, After this wretched lit of forwardnes$^ ig- 
norance, and self-conceit, was proposed to me, to 
supplant my dearest Ann, for the sake of money anil 
blood, ray uncle presently perceived how much I was 
disgusted at her, and told me, (I shall not repeat the 
disgustful oaths he made use of on this Occasion,) 
what a brewery blackguard I was, not to behave 
more civilly to one of Lady Geoi^iana's rank ; that 
if I married her, I might, if I pleased, keep the other 
girl as my mistress ; and he was sure a sutn of money 
which he was ready to advance, would accomplish 
. his wishes and mine ; or th^jit he had been dreadfully 
mistaken in the disposition of women, as far as ever 
he had to do with them. 

Wor. Then your uncle supposed that all other 
people were as unprincipled as himself; and that eve* 
ry female character was of the same description, as 
those low objects of his brutal desires with whom he 
had been connected : though I confess it scarcely 
seems possible that you could have a stronger induce- 
ment presented before you, to behave dishonourably 
to the good lady, to whom it seems you were so so- 
lemnly betrothed. 

Lov. Indeed Sir, it seemed next to nothing to 
me, after a second interview with Lady Georgiana, 
and Lord Gambleton's other two daughters : lor 
my uncle insisted upon it, that I should go with him 
to return the visit ; and O, the horrid conversation 
I there heard ! the worst that could be, from a 
proud, unprincipled Peer, and a worthless, extortion- 
ate miser. 

War, I am afraid Sir, I shall ask too much if I 
request yoix to proceed. 

Lov. O no Sir ! the Right HonoWable had nothing 
to say, but that from his free living, according to th^ 
rank of life he Was obliged to fill, and through some 
gaming debts, be had diminished his fortune ; and 
that he could get no more from his tenants, as that he 
had racked up their rents to the utmost penny be 
xnild demand : and therefore, as courtly favour gc- 
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Derally shone on noble blood, it might prove a eon- 
Venient match to both families. As for loving one 
girl better than another, that they conceived to be 
all nonsense : and though it seemed necessary to pro^ 
pose the eldest first, yet if I proved Irather squeamish 
about Lady Geok-giana, there was Lady Agiista^ 
and Lady Catharine, though there is scarce a pin to 
ehoose between them ; if any thing, I think the pre- 
ference hiight have been given to the eldest, but I 
^m sure bad was the best. Still it was by no means 
against their noble blood that I was disgusted ; let 
people be as honourable in character and conduct as 
they are by birth and title and some such honourable 
characters are not wanting among the nobility of our 
land, ^nd I would always esteem them worthy of 
double honour ; but when these three empty scraps of 
vanity, were to be brought into competition with my 
dearest Ann, I confess they appeared the most odious 
creatures I ever beheld. 

TVor. I am sure Sir , that you, as a man of thought 
must have felt very severely on this occasion. You 
cannot be ignorant of the style of education among 
young persons of rank : look at the plain, honest, 
country milk-maid ; next contrast her with the vain 
baubles turned out, not only from the families of too 
many of the Riprht Honourables of the day, but from 
most of our modern boarding-schools; these from 
being first mere babies, afterwards get something 
above it as they grow up towards childhood; then 
they are sent to those destructive places of female 
education, where they are a second time reduced 
almost to a state of baby-hood ; and in this fool's 
paradise, they seem happy to live through all their 
lives, fifty times more offensive babes, than if they had 
never left their cradles. 

Lov, Yes Sir, and three such as these were then 
presented before me, on account of money and bloody 
to be preferred to the excellent and intelligent person 
I now enjoy. 

Wor^ 1 should suppose however, yon must have 
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suffered much, before you could have beeo eitrtr ' 
cated from these difficuhies. 

Lov. Indeed Sir, no person could have been called 
to a more severe contest than I have sustained, be- 
tween my affection, my judgment, and my worldly 
interest ; for my uncle's principles were perfectly 
libertine. He would ever be saying, that '' the end 
of life is for every man to gratify himself, as best 
suited with his natural appetites and dispositions. He 
was perpetually reading heaps of French publications 
on that subject : but here was my difficulty ; what he 
liked best, I was to like best also, or else sufier the 
vengeance of his high displeasure. He had fully im- 
bibed the sentiments belonging to their system 'of 
mock liberty, that men should be left to live as tbey 
list, without the least control. 

Wor» What government can subsist, where every 
one is governed by his own abominable lusts and 
passions ! But your mother thus joining with your 
uncle's views, must have been another very consider^ 
able impediment in your way. 

Lov. Indeed it was ; for she began immediately 
to act so cruelly and disgustingly to my wife, that 
she was soon obliged to discontinue all her visits to 
our house, though before these golden promises were 
made, it was a settled business that a marriage should 
take place. 

Wor. Well Sir, under such circumstances as you 
have related, neither your father nor your mother 
ought to have refused their consent ; and I am sure^ 
when they had once solemnly given it, they had no 
right to retract it ; and on account of such motives 
so improperly retracted, it would be equally unjust 
in either of you to have renounced the pure and 
chaste promises of a mutual connexion, which sub^ 
sisted between you. It were well, if both parents 
and children, would duly consider the proper limits 
of their reciprocal duty towards each other; but for 
want of this, how frequently do children and parents 
(fistract their own minds, and d^^tray the p^^ace or 



all cotitiBcted with tfaem ! But what was the result 
of these matters f 

Lov. Sir, pty uncle for once gained a victory 
over hrs covetousness, by straining a point in con« 
nexion with Lord Gambleton, to see if they could 
not bribe her, by the promise of a thousand pounds, 
provided she would be off from the engagement. 
The accomplishment of this business was to b^ put 
into the bunds of my mother, and she the more 
eagerly entered into it, as her head was filled witll 
a set of splendid dreams, that if they could blend 
ike two families into one, whether it might not be 
possible to procure another patent of -peerage, on 
behalf of ihe feitiarle line, thiough irhich the iioble 
blood was still ta flrrw : and nothing pleased the pride 
of my poor mother, Irke the idea that her only son 
.might by his match wear a coronet ; and upon these 
chimerical principles of happiness, we were called to 
sacrifice our affections and solemn engagements with 
«ach other. 

War. The feelings of both your minds, must have 
been seriously disgusted by such base contrivances; 
and at the same time so artfully calculated to tempt 
both of you to violate the solemn promises which had 
subsisted between yourselves. But hoW did Mrs. 
Lovely receive the proposal ? 

Lov, Sir, the immediate answer my wife sent, 
(for we were not then together,) was just what I 
should have expected from the independent dignity^ 
chastity and goodness of her mind : " That to pawn 
her affections for the lucre of gain, was so much be- 
neath every feeling she possessed, that she at once 
rejected it with entire disdain ; and that if they could 
find a chapman in me, for the sake of such rewards 
to give her up, after the most sacred promises which 
hsld passed between us, she should ever esteem it a 
most merciful deliverance to escape from one of so 
mean a mind ; and that it would be nothing with her, 
whether I marpied any of Lord Gambletoii's daugh- 
ters, or any onH else I might ehoose to prefer, though 



y^ 



she herself had not the most distant idea} thai^I conld 
act a part so unfeeling, so ungenerous, and so vile." 
Dear Sir, who could not but admire a mind replete 
with such dignity of thought, and with such a gene-^ 
rosity of heart ? 

Wor. But I hope Sir, that this spirited letter so 
far settled matters, as that you got rid of these im- 
portunities, that you might marry according to your 
wish ? 

Lov, No Sir, my unele still kept up his expec- 
tations, that either by craft or cruelty, they might 
prevent our union : and io order to accomplish this^ 
the next plan was to send me into the south-west of 
Ireland, where he had an estate, that I might see after 
his tenants, and collect some arrears of rent, with a 
merciless, crafty, hard-hearted, wretch of a lawyer, 
at my elbow, to watch all my mutions ; and with se- 
cret instructions to try to debauch my morals and 
conduct as fast as he could : but in this, I thank God, 
tie could not succeed ; and there I was ordered to. 
continue till my uncle followed me, which as he said, 
would be in few weeks. 

By this plausible pretext, in first making me the 
steward of what, according to his promise, I was after- 
wards to possess, I conceived it my duty to follow bis 
directions. But this was all done, to try if possible^ 
to break the heart of my dearest Ann. * Being how<- 
ever, suspicious of their designs, 1 made it a point to 
call on her before I went ; and after I had told her the' 
difficulties I had to encounter, I ' pledged myself, 
in the most solemn manner, before her and her pa- 
rents, that whatever might be the consequence, we 
would unite for life. 

fVor. Sir, I love you to my heart for your fidelity. 

Lov, But O Sir ! I shall never forget what we 
all felt on this occasion ; though what I did was un- 
der a positive and deliberate determination, that 1 had 
rather a thousand times support myself, as the servant 
of my father's brewery, or even by daily labour, with 
Such a wife, than be united to the best of the thr?^ 
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noble, paltry puppets, that had been exhibited before 
me. ■^' 

Wor. Were you obliged to be long absent on this 
errand f 

LiOn. Sir^ my uncle kept me above three months 
in suspense ; still making some frivolous excuse to 
delay his coming. And O ! what tricks and pro- 
jects . to accomplish their designs of preventing our 
union. First, the letter-carrier, unknown to the post- 
master, was bribed to bring all letters which passed 
between my dear Ann and myself, to my watXe or my 
mother, and these were opened and secreted from 
each of us. 

One letter she was allowed to receive, written as 
by my direction, though not in my hand, stating 
that I had employed one of my comrades in wicked- 
ness, to correspond with one Mary Coleman, a com- 
mon strumpet, engaging to give her twenty pounds 
a year for the maintenance of a bastard, they feigned 
I had by her, as I was under the necessity to marry 
Lady Georgiana Gambleton, from family circumstan- 
aes ; but still that my occasional visits should not be 
wanting ; and this letter was supposed to have been 
mis-sent and intercepted, and then conveyed into the 
hands of that good little woman, that it might be the 
* cause of breaking off the matbh, or of breaking her 
beart ; and indeed it had nearly accomplished the de- 
sign. Nobody can tell the distracted state of mind 
she was immediately thrown into, and in which she 
continued, till the fraud was detected ; and the con- 
trary surprise of joy when the plot was discovered, 
was not less trying to her tender feelings, than the 
deep grief she had before sustained. 

iVor. What an infernal plan was this, to ruin the 
peace of both your minds ! But could Mrs. Lovely 
for a moment believe all this f 

Lov. Sir, she knew not what to believe, the plot 
was so plausibly laid. Her nights were sleepless, 
and her mind was almost distracted. First, she could 
not account ht my apparent neglect, as ^ur letters 



were intercepted : and then my mother, being deep 
in the stratagem, was directed to teV my dear Ann, 
that she had from my authority to inform her, that 
our connexion could not take place, as circumstances 
were so altered since 1 first became acquainted with 
her : and that still a large recompense for her disap- 
pointment would be at her disposal, when she ofaose 
to accept it. And these accumulated circumstarK:es, 
at once threw her on a bed of sickness, for which it 
was expected she i%ould never recover. 

War. Indeed, if she believed half the stratagem, 
replete with such dissimulation and craft, no wonder 
that she should be completely ov*»rset by the appa- 
rent cruelty of your conduct. But how could they 
suppose that a plan of this sort should not very speed- 
ily have been discovered. 

Lov. Sir, it seems they had other steps to pur- 
sue, that their tricks and projects might not be dis** 
closed. Durina my residence in Ireland, a reverend 
gentlemen was to be sent after me, known by the 
name of Dr. Crlnger, who was to take me out of the 
way for several months, by conducting me the 
tour of Europe, atid to make me the accomplished 
gentleman, by teaching me some of the modern 
European languages. This gentleman was one of 
Lord Gambleton's chaplains, and possessed a living 
in his gift ; and since then, I have discovered him to 
be the most contemptible sycophant, and the meanest 
toadeater to his lordship, that ever existed. How^* 
ever, this plot discovered itself before it was fully 
accomplished. 

Wor. I should be happy to know hoiv this tooK 
place. 

Lov. Sir, while my dearest Ann was lying, a§ 
it was supposed on her death-bed, her father wrote 
to my father, to know what could be the cause of all 
these strange circumstances ; and why he should suffer 
the loss of such an invaluable daughter, by a conduct 
so treacherous and unjust in me ? Immediately both 
our parents met on the occasion ; it would require 
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saiB« hours to tell yoa the pains they took to inves- 
tigate the stratagem ; but yet how speedily they 
transmitted to me the discoveries they had made ! 

War. You must have been considerably struck at 
this discovery. 

Liov, Struck Sir ! nob«dy can tell what I felt 
under the idiea, that the affectionate and generous 
heart of that excellent creature, wa? ready to break 
through my supposed treachery, while I loved her 
inexpressibly, and was so fully determined to be faith- 
ful to my vows. 

Wer. But I should hope Sir, your perplexities 
soon terminated with the discovery of these dtlSerent 
plots. 

Lov. Sir, I made not a moment's hesitation to 
travel directly from Ireland to Mr. Commerce's ; and 
tfaouj^ I took all possible care that matters might be 
so broken to my dear Ann, as that she might not be 
too much ovei^ome by the news of my arrival, and 
by the consideration of the events which made me 
take the journey ; yet O'Sir, 'what a meeting it was f 
Her tender and affectionate frame was so overpow- 
ered, especially during the first interview, as that 
no words can sufSciently express what she, and in- 
deed, all of us felt ; we wept, and sobbed and thus 
sympathized with each other for some time, before 
a single word could be spoken on either side. At 
length our affectionate parents retired from the room, 
and when they returned, they informed us, that 
they had both entered into a firm resolution, 'that iu 
order to put an end to all thos« detestable tricks and 
cabals, we should never again separate from each 
other till our marriage had actually taken place, for 
that they cared nothing for all events and conse- 
quences about large estates, and noble blood, as they 
were determined to make us both happy, by an 
immediate union. — All this was kept an entire secret 
from my mother and uncle ; and as soon as my dear 
Ann was sufficiently recovered to be conveyed to 
Church, we were married accordingly ; and O Sir, ! 

V«l TT. lA 
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the tears of sympathy, of mutual affection and joy^ oo 
that occassioD, will never be forgotten ! 

Wor. But I suppose, this must have given con* 
siderable offence to vour uncle. 

Lov. Sir, I did all in my power to soften matters, 
but in vain ; for immediately after marriage, I re- 
turned to the post at which my uncle had stationed 
me in Ireland ; and though I had found that the worth- 
less lawyer he sent with me, had informed him of 
my elopement, yet as he could only guess at the cause, 
I had to reveal the event to my uncle by letter. This I 
did with as much tenderness and i*espect as circum- 
ctances would admit, assuring him, that if I had dis- 
pleased him by taking this step, yet that in every 
other point of view 1 wished to appear respectful^ 
obedient, and attentive to his commands ; but that 
I most humbly requested him, if he still meant me 
as his heir, that he would dispense with the European 
tour, at least for the present ; as duty and affection 
strongly called me to attend upon the excellent young 
woman who was now become my wife, and who pos- 
sessed every possible qoalification to render herself a 
most highly respected character, in every situation 
of life she might be called to fill. 

Wor. You should have added, excepting that of 
nolle blood. Btlt how did your uncle receive this 
letter ? 

Lov. Sir, his rage was inexpressible. He wrote 
me a few lines, filled with oaths, for my folly, 
charging me to leave his house in Ireland directly ; 
and to undertake the office I held at my father's brew- 
ery, as that was the most fit for me and the shop- 
keeper^s girl, I .had presumed to marry against his 
consent. 

Wor. Well Sir, after all, it cannot be said you 
have-lost what you never had, though the sacrifice 
you have made, of what you had in reversion, was 
very great ; but still, you have gained the greatest 
advantage in your character and conscience, and an 
excellent wife into the bargan. 
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Lov. O Sir ! I have a full compensation for all 
toy losses and troubles : though she had not the sup-^ 
posed advantages of the politer style of education of 
the day, yet having a very strong and retentive mind, 
by her own diligence and attention, she has provided 
for herself a fund of knowledge above most of her 
sex. She is exceedingly well read in history, and 
even in some branches of philosophy, especially in 
astronomy. The languages have, by no means, 
escaped her notice : she is a perfect mistress of the 
English, and writes an admirable letter ; and all this 
knowledge she 'acquired by her own industry, in the 
midst of the hurry and bustle of the domestic concerns 
of a large family, to which she always gave the ut- 
most attention ; at one time very diligent as her 
father's scribe, and at another time not less attentive 
to fill an active station, even behind the counter, when 
needed. 

IVor. After such real accomplishments as these, 
you had no great cause to lament the loss of what is 
called a politer education. Had she been one o( those 
poor, paltry, affected, ignorant, conceited misses^ 
turned out of too many of our modern boarding- 
schools, the loss of such a flimsy bit of nonsense in 
female shape, might have easily been repaired. 

Lov, Yes Sir, but to me it appears as though the 
world cuold not produce her equal : she is one, of 
such an obliging mind and temper, that she never is 
bappy, but as she can make others happy ; while she 
is blessed with a disposition the most serene, affec- 
tionate and kind. If I can but preserve her life, 
I think I shall be the happiest man upon the earth. 
[Lovely weeps.] 

Wor. Well Sir, as the principal cause of per- 
plexity exists no longer, let us hope that her health 
will not only soon be restored ; but that the rage* of 
your onclf will, after a while subside, notwithstanding 
he has been disappointed in his projects. " The 
bearts of all are in the hands of God." 

I^Vf Sir, these things are nothing to me ; I pos- 
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sake of moderate exercise ; you can travel about as 
you may like, and still make my house your head- 
quarters. If you please Sir, as the shower seems to 
be over, we will adjourn to the house, and settle it 
with Mrs. Lovely. I am sure Mrs. Worthy and my 
daughters will be very happy in her company ; Mrs. 
Lovely's want of noUe blood will be of no conse- 
quence at our house. We are no great admirers of 
this commodity^ as it is in general found in its present 
degenerate state. 

JLoo. Dear Sir, what kindness and attention to an 
entire stranger ! But as to support, both my father 
and my wife's father, are determined to join in all tkat 
is necessary to assist, during our present perplexides ; 
and though we suppose we must retire, for the sake of 
peace, into some little country eot, at a distance from 
my mother, till matters ms^ soften ; yet should it 
please God to restore her health, a very little will 
make us comfortable, as we are so happy w)th each 
other. But I am sure Sir, Mrs. Lovely will be quite 
overcome by your most kind and affectionate atten- 
tion to cur situation. 

fVor. O Sir ! don't mention any tbkig about diese 
matters. I don't know what comfort there can be in 
life, but as we act for the mutual good of each other. 
True Christianity is sure to produce real politeness^ 
without the assistance of the affectation of the world. 
Though their sort of politeness is ia general, Ihtle 
better than refined hypocrisy : yet we are commanded 
to " be given to hospitality^^' and " to foe pitiftil add 
courteous." I must therefore, insi^ upon it, thitt yoii 
allow me, without any farther ceremony, to ni^rice 
you and Mrs. Lovely our guests, while you conttaue 
in these parts. [To a day labourtr;] Here J^n, g^ 
directly to the Oohlen Lion, and ask for Mu Lovefy'» 
servant, and tell bim to bring \m maatei^s horsis asd 
carriage, and all their packages^ immediately to my 
bouse, 

Lov. Ob dear ^r ! tiiis is quite too miwh f-^1 
am affaid my poor dedr wife will feel herself enlkvly 
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thrown out of that humble contemplative state of re- 
tirement we wish to enjoy, by her being introduced 
into your house. 

Wor. O Mrs. Lovely will find just the contraryt 
within htiif an hour after she has really commenced 
our guest : we have nothing to do with the fulsome 
formal parade of the world at our house» ^To the 
labourer.] Why don't you go John ? 

Johui, An't please your honour^ I'll go directly. 

£»i>v» Sir, ityou insist upon such an extraordinary 
act of hospitaUty, 1 should be glad to go with him, 
tts I have sohie matters to settle with my servant on 
this remove. 

Wor. Well Sir, then I shall go to the house, and 
tell Mrs. Worthy and Mrs* Lovely how we have set- 
tled raattersy and shall expect your speedy return. 



Mr. Worthy and Mr. Lovely immediately sepa- 
rated. But as there are still a variety of events which 
may require an. abridgment to prevt^nt repetition, the 
reader will excuse the dress of dialogue, while he is 
farther iirfbrmed, that Mr. Worthy accordingly went 
haine, and in the fulness of his benevolent heart, ad- 
dressed Mrs* Lovely rather top abruptly for the tender 
feelings of her delicate and sentimental mind : telling 
her that he had heard every circumstance respecting 
thefti 5 and that he was <|uite in raptures at the fidelity 
and integrity of Mr. Lovely's conduct ; and begged 
their acqepiance of every token in his power of their 
hospitality and esteem. He insisted upon it that they 
shflittid a4|<Hiro from the Goldea Lion immediately^ 
^ be ilieir gne&(% »t least for some days ; and that 
9ftj$r ihey had reeeived a short sample of their sin- 
cere md aympathetlc regard, they should judge for 
tbetAselves^ bow long they might farther favour them 
with ib^ir company. 

This so won upon tlie mind of Mrs. Lovely, that 
^ could scarcely support herself under the strong 
liipreftsi^^ ^f gratituii^ she felt, from th^^ instance 
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•f truly ChrisdaQ benevolence. Her basband jast 
then canae in, and found her scarcely able to speak, 
and in tears, from the influence this had upon her 
most grateful and affectionate disposition. 

' The cause of this was immediately explained to 
him. Let the reader's imagination next describe 
the feelings of this very sincere and affectionate 
youth ; thus engaged in wiping away each tear as it 
dropt from her eye, while he had enough to do to 
quell the like sympathetic tear, as it involuntarily 
forced itself through the same sluices of his affection ; 
and then let him judge whether Mr. Lovely would 
have been a happier man, had lie neglected one of 
such a mind, for the sake of either of the three an* 
sentimental baubles, which ever it might have been^ 
that through the mere pride, extravagance, or covet- 
ousness of the parties, was designed to have been en- 
tailed upon him. 

Thus Mr. and Mrs. Lovely commenced the guests 
of Mr. and Mrs. Worthy, while the honest landlord 
of the Golden Lion parted with them with considera- 
ble regret. They could not however help remark- 
ing, in the course of the evening's conversatioB, how 
very orderly all their little matters were conducted, 
at the public house, and that it was the first house 
they ever remembered of that sort, in which they heard 
the private voice of family prayer. 

In the course of the evening conversation, Mr. 
Lovely started some queries concerning a young 
woman who, appeared quite of a d^ected turn of 
mind, and asked whether it was froin some deep af> 
fliction, or, it should rather appear, from some melan* 
choly derangement. But when Mr. Worthy beffao 
to tell the story of Mrs. ChipmaD, as if has been De«* 
fore related to the reader, it was soon found too^roog 
a contrast of what had passed between Mr. and Mrs^ 
Lovely, for their tender minds to bear, especially as 
related to the feelings of Mrs. Chipman, since she 
had been made sensible of the evil consequences 

}f sin. The conversation, therefore took another turff. 
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Mrs. Worthy made some inquiries into the family of 
the Lovelys as her mother used to claim relationship 
to some of that name. By this means they discovered 
there was no very distant relationship between the 
Worthys and the Lovelys, though they were very 
glad it was not on the side of the Greedys. Mr. 
Lovely also had to console himself with a hope, that 
an intermixture into that family, might ultimately be 
of no great harm to the next generation, as his grand- 
father was too much the other way, and had suffered ' 
considerably, by lending large sums of money to some, 
in being security for otK^rs, and liberal upon all occa- 
sions, so that bis fortune had been much injured by 
iiis generosity. 

Upon this discovery, the easy and affectionate 
appellation of cottsin, was at once adopted, and the 
conversation became familiar ; soon after which, the 
day was terminated by family prayer, and supper, 
and as the day following produced some conversation 
which it is hoped will not prove uointoresting to my 
readers though omitted in the former editions, the 
substance of that conversation shall next be narrated, 
as soon as the morning sun shall rise ; and if these 
Dialogues be now in the hands of those who retire 
to their rest, without first dedicating themselves to 
God, by family prayer; while they conclude the 
evening by reading these little dramatic attempts, 
may this laudible custom, so. seriously attended to at 
Br^kfield-Hall, excite my kind readers also to break 
through the united barriers of sloth and shame ; and 
ere they close their eyes in sleep, may they close the 
day with God. 
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BETWEEN MRS. AND MISS WORTHY, AND MRS. LOVELY 



THE EVILS OF SEDUCTION, FARTHER CONTiNUED. 

On the next morning, while Mr. Worthy. and his, 
family were at breakfast with their new guests, it was 
proposed by Mr. Worthy, that he and Mr. Lovely 
should take a ride to see some of the more extend* 
ed prospects in that beautiful country, and then, on 
their return home, to pass through some of the re* 
tired glcas that add a most pleasing variety to the 
enchanting neighbourhood of Brookfield*Hall : while 
the pleasantness of the day, and the serenity of the 
weather, invited Mrs. and Miss Worthy, and Mrs. 
Lovely, to make an easier excursion in an open car- 
riage nearer home. Though the captivating scenery 
of the place, occupied Mrs. Lovely's attention for a 
longer time than was designed, from the weakly 
state of her health ; yet their return allowed them 
sufficient time for the following conversation, before 
the designs of the more extended ridp of Mr. Worthy 
and Mr. Lovely could be accomplished. After they 
were seated in an open pleasant hall, in this earth- 
ly paradise ; some jellies and a little fruit were 
brought in. 

Mrs. fVor. Now madam, if Mr. Lovely was here, 
I think he would lay his commands upon you' thai 
you should taste how you like one of those jellies^ 
. and some of that fruit after your airing. 

Mrs. Lov, O Madam, yotir kindness and attention 
(b such entire strangers, will never be forgotten.. 
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Mrs. War, I hope not, for don't you remember 
yesterday evening that we made it out that we are 
coosios, and relatives demand from us more than 
the conunon civ^iity that is generally bestowed on 
strangers. 

Mrs, Lov, I thank you kind madam, this gentle 
exercise in this delightful situation, seems to have 
dcme me so much good, that 1 shall accept your offer 
without waiting for Mr. Lovely's commands, though 
his commands of this sort, are most affectionately 
numerous. Dear man, nobody can blame me for 
loving him. 

Miss Wor.l think we should all blame you if 
you did not love hira, for we are all charmed with 
him since my father has told us of his noble and 
generous conduct. 

Mrs. Lov. O Madam, you cannot know half his 
Tvorth ; his most happy and delightful temper, can 
never foe sufficiently appreciated. If his Uncle could 
have broken off the match, I am sure it must have 
broken my heart he is such a delightful man. 

Mrs. Wor. Why we are all of us equally delighted 
vvith him. 

Mrs. Lov. I am glad of it dear Madam, for I 
cannot but love all who love my dear husband. No 
woman can be blest with a better. 

Mrs. Wor. Perhaps not, but I think I am blest 
with one quite as good. I have been married to 
Mr. Worthy above five and twenty years ; and if we 
ever differ, we never disagree. 

It is poor work when people's happiness ends with 
the honey moon. I doubt not but that the honey 
moon with us, will last all the days of our lives. 

Mrs. Lov. So dear Madam, the landlord of the 
Golden Lion says. What a quiet and orderly house 
they keep ! while their kindness and attention i& 
remarkably engaging. Mr. Lovely and myself, are 
so pleased with them, that it was our intention to 
have passed a few days under their humble roof, had 
not your kind invitation prevented ; and especially 
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as the beaatifttl scenery of the place, so highly cul- 
tivated and improved by Mr. Worthy's taste, so 
captivated onr attention. 

Mrs. Wor. Yes, and this is the only thing in which 
Mr. Worthy seems a little extravagant, in dressing 
his old family demesne. Most travellers are highly 
delighted with our situation. 

Mrs. Lev. I should be surprised at their want of 
taste, if they were not. Cbnsidering what trouble3 
we have lately sustained ; and what, from your afl^c- 
tionate hospitality, we have now before us, it seems 
as though we were on enchanted ground. 

Mrs. Wor. Why Mr. Worthy considers by these 
improvements, bow well he employs his poor neigh- 
bours ; and he finds it much better to give therala- 
bour, than to give them money without it : and tbh 
is one reason why our parish poor rates are scarcely 
felt. 

Mrs. Lov. What a Happiness it would be if every 
country gentleman would follow such an example ! 

Mrs^ Wor. Indeed it would. It may be now and 
then necessary to take a little journey for the sake of 
our family, yet Mr. Worthy cannot bear to be long 
from home, and this makes him so much beloved 
while he is at home. 

Mrs. Lov. I am. sure Mr. Lovely will be just such 
another, if he ever should possess any of the family 
estates, but that is now scarcely to be expected. 

Mrs. Wor. I dare say he will : there is no doubt 
of the generosity of his mind. The best end of liv- 
ing, is to live for the good of others. 

Mrs. Lov. It is amaung what he feels for that 
poor disconsolate woman at the Golden Lion : but 
if she is a penitent, bad as her conduct may have 
been, she is still to be pitied. 

Mrs. Wor We hope she is a penitent : bat she 
has enough to repent of. 

Mrs, Lov. Indeed she has ; and she is most de 
servedly and severely punished, by the reflections of 
her own mind. I thank God, there are uq sucb 
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reflections between my dear George and me. I have 
heard more of her story this morning ; though my 
i^pirits were too weak to hear the whole of it yester- 
day evening ; and however severe our troubles may 
have been, yet still they have been as nothing, when 
compared to an unfortunate lady in our neighbour- 
hood, from the cruelty and treachery of her hus- 
band. 

Mrs. Wor. Perhaps it is more painful for a wo- 
man to be forsaken by her husband, than for a man 
to be forsaken by his wife; though it is the same sort 
of cruelty and treachery on either side of the ques- 
tion. 

Mrs. Lov^ Indeed Madam you would say so, if 
you were to hear the story of this unfortunate lady. 

Mrs. Wot. Perhaps you have not sufficient strength 
and spirits to tell the story. 

Mrs. Lov. O yes I have ! The agitation I felt 
yesterday in coming among strangers, through your 
great kindness, is considerably subsided. 

Miss Wor. But before you begin, I must step 
out for my work. Your talking need not hinder my 
working. 

Mrs. Wor. But where is your sister Mary i had 
she not better come in and help you to finish your 
work for the poor children i . 

Miss Wor. She will as soon as she returns from 
Betty Newman's ; she is gone to take measure of one 
of the twins. 

[Miss Worthy steps out for her work. During her 
absence Mrs. Worthy remarks] 

Mrs. Mor. This is the best way I can find out of 
educating my daughters ; and I am happy to say, that 
they love the task, and wish to be a blessing to their 
poor neighbours by attending to their wants. They 
would much rather dress the poor than dress them* 
selves. They have been taught to esteem it the 
highest folly, to be the slaves and fools of fashion* 
Any thing diat appears like fantastic dress, either in 
tnaa or woman ; with them, is a sure indication not 
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only of the weakness of the head, but also of the 
depravity of the heart. 

Mrs, Lov.,U is much to be lamented how many 
stationed in the higher circles of life, are half ruined, 
even from childhood^ by a bad education. I am 
very glad my kind parents favoured me rather with a 
useful, than what is called a polite education, accor- 
ing to that station of life they knew it was most 
probable I might be called to fill : advantageous 
kowledge and the improvement of the mind, were 
what 1 was directed to seek alter ; and as this has 
not lessened me in aiy dear Mr. Lovely's esteem, I 
have nothing to regret on that score. I hope dear 
Madam the younger branches of your family, will 
equally prove to your satisfaction, as well as to their 
own credit through life. 

Mrs. TVor, I have many an anxious thought about 
them, but the younger branches of our family, have 
not yet finished their schoolings and we had anxiety 
enough before we could provide such places of edu- 
cation for them, as are best calculated for the proper 
improvement of their minds. We feel the educa- 
tion of our cliildren a most solemn charge ; and to 
begin well with them is one of the most important 
steps that can be taken for their future good. But 
all is nothing without the divine blessing on our ef- 
forts. If our little ones turn, out as well as our two 
eldest daughters, we shall be the happiest family 
upon earth. 

Mrs* Lov. I hope madam, as long as you continue 
oie your guest you will allow me, as far as I have 
strength to help the young ladies in their excellent 
employment. 

Mrs. War. Though my daughters are very atten- 
tive in this beneficial way for the good of others, yet 
at times we are not forbidden to do something for 
ourselves, and for the inctruction of our own minds ; 
especially in the winter season. Then some of us 
work ; while others read history, geography and other 
iseful and improving publications. 
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Mrs, Lov. I suppose sometimes difierent periodi- 
cal publications attract your notice. 

Mrs» fVor. Indeed but seldom : for most of them 
are not only avowedly written with a party design, 
but too frequently in such an angry parly spirit, as 
to irritate and disturb the mind, so that v/e pay very 
little attention to them; Mr. Worthy cannot bear 
ihem. But our greatest feast is, when we can get 
the worthy minister*of our parish to pass an evening 
with us. He is not only a good, but a well educated 
man. And then he gives us delightful lectures in 
natural and expeHmental' philosophy, but especially 
in astronomy. Mr. Worthy has lately presented us 
with those fine pair of globes you see in that recess, 
and an admirable telescope. In short, our philoso- 
phical apps^ratus is now become very considerable. 
And at times we have many of our more intelligent 
neighbours who attend these intellectual feasts. But 
the best feast is, the excellent improvement we have 
of It from our pious minister, who displays the glory 
of the great creator in such an admirable manner, in 
dll his works. 

[Miss Worthy just then returns with her work.] 

Mi^s fVor Now Madam, we are just ready to hear 
about the lady yovMnentioned, viz. Mrs. Sharp. 

Mrs, Lov, A deplorable story it truly is. She 
has experienced a very severe reverse of fortune, 
by her calamities. She was the only daughter of 
very creditable parents^ Her father, I am told, was 
a captain in the army, who lost his life when she 
was quite young. The disconsolate widow, however, 
lived to educate her in a decent and respectable style, 
though she fvas taken off by a fever before she had 
reached her twentieth year : and it seems her parents 
left behind, a fortune of nearly seven thousand pounds 
for her use. 

Mrs. Wor. No wonder if at such an age she was 
off her guard, and made a mistake in marriage, being 
so early deprived of the guides of her youth, before 
ber judgment was properly matured. 



176 DIALOGUE XXlll, 

Mrs. Lov, Why Madam, though she was married 
so young, and within the year after her mother's death, 
yet it was the general opinion that no charge of inad- 
vertency could be brought against her. Mr. Sharp, 
by all accounts, was then supposed to be a very desi- 
rable young man, and in early life was esteemed by 
roost as of general credit and reputation. He was of 
considerable practice in the law, and had formed some 
very respectable connexions ; and though he was not 
more than four and twenty when they were married, 
3 et he being then very diligent and clever in his pro- 
fession, most people thought that she was a fortunate 
young woman, and that it would prove a happy match. 
In short, their prospects upon their marriage, and for 
some time afterwards, were very promising; and 
while their family increased, it seemed to be an ad- 
ditional happiness to them both. 

Mj's. JVcr. How many children had they.'^ 

Mrs. Lov. They lived together till they had four, 
and at that time most people envied their mutual fe- 
licity with each other. 

Mrs. War. What could be the cause of the disso- 
lution of such a happy connexion.'^ 

Mrs. Lov. O ! Madam, a French gentleman and 
lady were driven over into this country by the troubles 
in France, and settled in our neighbourhood. He 
gave himself out as being one of the French nobles, 
but was only known by the name of Mr. Dupee. — 
Who, or what they were no one could tell ; and whe- 
ther they were or were not married, was equally un- 
certain. He was certainly a very vain, weak man, 
and she a most artful and intriguing woman ; not only 
possessed of a strong and powerful understanding, 
but deeply tutored|in all those pernicious principles 
which have proved so destructive to the peace of 
mankind, and especially in the country from whence 
they came. 

Mrs. Wor. No wonder, that any eonnezion 

with such sort of people should bring ruin 

ith them wherever they are admitted. But 
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how came Mr. Sharp to be acquainted with 
them ? 

Mrs. Lov, It was Madam Dupee, who seemed to 
be the cause of all the trouble ; she was the manager 
of every thing ; for he being troubled with epilepsy, 
and atjthe best of a weak understanding, he paid but 
very little attention to his own concerns, so that pot 
long after their arrival, she was in the habit of sending 
for Mr. Sharp to assist her in settling their affairs, 
for he certainly was a man of some property ; and 
at times, was fond of making a little show. 

Mrs. Wor. But if Mrs. Sharp was of an amiable 
and domestic disposition, he must have been a very 
vile man, to have been ensnared by such an artful 
stranger. 

Mrs, Lov. O Madam ! Mrs. Sharp had many an 
aching heart about him, soon after their acquaintance 
commenced ; but she kept her sorrows to herself, 
although even the children, could discover a differ^ 
ence of conduct towards her, and at limes would 
say, I wonder why Papa does not love Mamma as 
much as he used to do. — Their innocent prattle fre- 
quently drew many a tear from her eyes. 

Mrs. Wor. No wonder if after this, when his 
afTections were in a measure withdraw^n, if matters 
soon went from bad to worse. His undue intimacy 
with such an intriguing woman, must have given 
Mrs. Siiarp a deal of trouble. [To Mrs. Lovely.] 
What should you and 1 feel, if we had such hus- 
bands i 

Mrs. Lov, O dear Madam ! a little of such sort 
of treatment from ray dear George, would soon be 
the death of me. I have had a deal of trouble for 
him, but 'h seems almost impossible that I should 
ever have any trouble from htm, though perhaps 
Mrs. Sharp once thought the same,. but all this was 
but the beginning of much deeper sorrows ; and the 
spddeu death of Mr. Dupee, completely moved evef^ 
obstacle out of the way of their farther designs. 
^ Mrs, Wot. Hqw came that about ? 
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Mi's, Lov, O Madam ! though his epileptic fit» 
were^at times very violent, yet from one of them he 
never recovered, and this was attended with some 
Such circumstances as rendered it very doubtful, whe- 
ther there was not some contrivance between them 
both, that he never should recover, though BOthiog 
could positively be proved against them. 

J^rs. Wor. What ! is it supposed that Mr. Sharp 
assisted in the murder of the poor man ? 

Mrs. Lov. It is too generally suspected, that some 
very improper treatment during his last fit, was the 
cause of his dissolution, for no person was permitted 
to come near his corpse, while be lay dead in the 
house, and this preys upon Mrs. Sharp's mind so se- 
verely, that she is almost distracted. 

Mrs. Wor. If she had the most distant suspicion, 
that he could be accessary to such an abominable 
crime, in addition to his unfaithfulness and unkind- 
ness ; how could she bear such a monster of a man f 
no wonder that it caused a complete separation be- 
tween tUera. 

Mrs. Lov. And now ,it began to appear most evi- 
dently to have been bis design to accomplish such a 
separation. Though the woman put on the appear- 
ance of oiie of the most inconsolable widows that 
ever lived, for being, if any thing, a Roman Catholic, 
she sent to all the popish chapels far and wide, for 
their masses, to pray his soul out of purgatory, yet 
more of the company of Mr. Sharp was evidently all 
she wanted; for she not only contrived to sweep all 
her husband'^s property into her own pocket, they not 
having any children ^ though several nephews and 
nieces ; and these were all forgotten, that she might 
get the whole into her absolute possession* And it 
seems his will was the entire fabrication of Mr. Sharp 
while he and she were the only joint executors of the 
whole concern, and this furnished him with a pretext 
to give almost the whole of his company to this vile 
woman : while bis broken-hearted wife^ and neglected 
hildjcen. were almost entirely forsaken hy hMm» ^^ 
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(ked if ever he even occasionally went to his < 
homei it was only to see his wife distracted ^ 
grief, at the sight of the man with whom she 
lived with so much conjugal felicity for so Ion 
time ; now torn from her bosom by this artful 
reigner, and all his children negkcted hy him, w 
the youngest was still banging on ber breast. 

Mrs. Wor. Poor womani she must have been 
object of universal pity. 

Mr$. Lav. Yes Madam, of all that had any ] 
in them, while he now began to be not less the ob 
of universal abhorrence and contempt. 

Mrs. Wot. Could he continue in a place where 
odium excited against him, must, one would supp 
have been so very universal f 

Mrs. Lov. No Madam, nor did be design it f 
the first : for though this artful French woman wi 
ed to deceive people, by assuming the most trag 
and frantic airs of grief, and by giving it out, 
she could never live in a house, where she saw 
dear husband die in such agonies ; conseque 
must sell all, and leave the place, and retire into 
own country ; yet this was the very thing that 
Sharp was aiming at, to accomplish the rest of 
plan. For immediately upon her requisition he 
a pretext to sell off all her household property, 
furniture, with all possible speed, and after this, 
thing would do, but that Mr. Sharp should ati 
this abominable wretch, to the water side, lea^ 
behind him a promise to return. To this Mrs. Si 
was obliged reluctantly to submit. She ha' 
some faint hopes that she might yet live to see b< 
days ; when the object that ensnared his affect 
should be removed from them. But in this she 
. also mistaken. He went, cruel wretch, to retor] 
more. 

Mrs. Wor. This was completely enough to bi 
ber heart. 

Mrs. Lav. But Madam, there was more he 
breaking work after all this, (f^r he absolutely < 
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trived to avail himself of all the property she brought 
with her into the family, by a most vile swindling 
trick. 

Miss War. What was the trick ? 

Mrs, Lov, They say, that some sort of lawyers are 
up to every thing, and as he was freqaently in the 
habit in his professional line, of buying and selling 
estates, when these vile designs first entered into his 
head, before the death of Mr. Dupee, he told his 
wife that he had an opportunity of buying an estate 
with her fortune, to a very considerable advantage ; 
which he should settle on her and their family, and 
though she had then her fears, lest she should soon 
be deprived of the remaining share of his affections, 
sooner than give him any pretext against her ; she 
reluctantly submitted, and completely ruined herself 
thereby. This advantageous purchase he gave her 
to understand, was fully accomplished. And after 
his departure she naturally inquired, where this ima* 
t^inary estate for herself and children was to be found; 
but think what her feelings must have been upon the 
painful discovei'y, that all was an entire cheat, and 
that she had nothing left, for herself and family, but 
a little pocket-money, the furniture of the house in 
which she lived, and a few outstanding debts, while 
these were scarcely suiScient to discharge the debts 
the vile wretch had left against her, for their house- 
keeping expenses. 

Mrs. JVor. Were not these rather to be conceived 
as debts belonging to her husband f 

Mrs, Lov. But as she and her children partook of 
the benefit of them, she honourably discharged them, 
till she had scarcely any thing left for herself, but 
what must soon be exhausted. She has indeed a 
little plate, and a few valuable trinkets, and some of 
these it seems she has already parted with, and when 
these are gone, she has nothing but poverty and dis-^ 
tress before her. 

Mrs. Wor. Have they not heard any thing of hinfl 
ince his departure f 
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Mrs. Lov. Not a tittle : and it is now three months 
iiince ; she never expects to hear from him again. 

Miss Wor.^YWe fellow. No matter for that, if 
the poor forsaken woman and her children can only 
be supported. 

Mrs. Lov. I hope she will ; for several people have 
already sent her some presents, and ray dear George 
says, he will give her a trifle. 

Mrs. Wor. And I dare say, my dear Samuel will 
add another trifle — But did Mrs. Sharp show any 
such tempers at home, so as to give a pretext to her 
husband, not to be so fond of her company as for- 
merly. 

Mrs. Lov. I never heard that she did ; she is said to 
be a woman of very engaging manners, and of an amir 
able temper, though 1 dare say, he would find no 
very comfortable reception on his return, when he 
had neglected his own family fire-side, evening after 
evening, to hear her distressful sighs, and to see tears 
of grief, every now and then starting from her eyes, 
while he had no other excuse for himself, than that 
of taking the opportunity of gaining better instruc- 
tion in the French langua^, whi^h it seems he knew 
well enough before. 

Mrs. Wor. The more innocent and excellent her 
character is made to appear, it is hoped the more 
ready people will be to canie forward towards her 
support. 

Mrs. Lov. Ah Madam ! but after having lived in 
comparative affluence?, tp be reduced to live in a 
state of entire dependence upon the bounty of others^ 
is a very painful event. §he has not been accustom- 
ed to any way of getting her own livelihood, nor 
would her little family allow her to do it if »he had 
it in h^r power : in short, she cannot help herself, 
while she feels it a quortifying thought to be helped 
by others, thoMgh (me of her faithful servmits says, 
she cannot leave her, if she work$ for nothing, while 
th^ prattle of h^r little ebildren cuts her to the heart. , 
At one time they will be asking h^r, Where is Fapa J 
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gone f wby don't he bring us pretty things as he Used 
to do f and when at times they see her in tears, 
they will ask, What makes you cry, Mamma ? yoD 
say we are naughty if we cry. Then again when 
their mother provides them with but a scanty meal, 
being apprehensive that her little remaining stock 
will soon be exhausted, they will be asking with art- 
less surprise, why thy are allowed so little ; and what 
is become of the good things they formerly used to 
have. 

Miss War. What painful feelings such sort of ques- 
tions must excite in a mother's breast ! 

Mrs, Lov, Yes : and what additional pain must sbe 
have felt, when she began to find it necessary to part 
with the furniture out of her bouse, at different times, 
to provide even such scanty meals as these, while she 
was painfully at a loss to know how to provide a suf- 
ficiency to pay the taxes, as they were demanded of 
her. The most disconsolate widow upon earth has 
not half the cause of grief as has fallen to the lot of 
this afflicted woman; what less can be expected, 
than that grief should send her to the grave with a 
broken heart f even a detail of such uncommon suf- 
ferings, is quite sufficient for any person of common 
humanity to narrate. 

Mrs. Wor* Perhaps you had better defer the rest 
of the narration, until another opportunity, lest it 
should be too much for your spirits. 

Mrs. Lov, I have but little farther to observe con- 
cerning her — Oh here is my dear George, and Mr. 
Worthy riding up to the door ; I am glad they have 
returned so soon. 

No sooner had they alighted, than the conversa- 
tion became too desultory to demand the reader's 
attention, nor is it necessary that the narration re- 
specting Mrs. Sharp should be continued, as all that 
Is material has been sufficiently made known. I shall 
only observe that though the Lovelys could not but be 
charmed with the affectionate hospitality of the 
Worthys ; yet but little was said respecting Mr. 
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Lovegood, only from general hints : and as he was 
sacarcely from home on the Saturday, the first time 
they saw him, was. his official duty on the Sunday 
morning, Mr. Worthy however stepped aside for 
a short time, to the Vicarage, to tell him what sort 
of guests had been providentially brought to his 
house, together with a short detail of their history, 
supposing that Mr. Lovegood with his wonted wis- 
dom and readiness of mind, might know how to im- 
prove the event, by introducing such wise, though, 
indirect remarks, as might be best calculated to do 
them good. The result of that day's services, it is 
to be hoped, will prove sufficiently interesting to cap- 
tivate the reader^s attention, and to improve his mind. 
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THE LOVELYS, AND THE FAMILY OF BROOKFIELDHALU 



THE CLAIMS OF SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS EXAMINED. 

X HE following day being Sunday, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lovely attended the family to Brookfield Church. 
The pleasing sight of"SO large and devout a congre- 
gation, collected from every quarter, and the holy 
reverence with which the service was conducted, 
surprised them not a little. Mr. Lovegood took his 
text from 2 Cor. iv. 17 ; " Our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceed- 
ing and eternal weight of glory ;" and though they 
both felt the text suitable and desirable, as it related 
to their own situation ; yet the application, at first, 
rather surprised them, that we were all sinners before 
God ; and that chastisement was needed to detect 
the latent venom of corrupted nature, however it 
might be cloaked from our view, by the favourable 
circumstance of a good disposition, and a life of 
strict morality ; that though we should esteem every 
good we enjoy, as "the gift of God," and hold such 
gifts in due estimation, as they, at least prevent an 
abundance of evil ; yet the real good which makes us 
meet for heaven arises, from another source : and 
though he believed that where jlhere is a high degree 
of morality or uprightness before man, (as even so 
much as this is of uncommon growth,) he humbly 
trusted, that tliere may be the seeds of the divine 
principle secretly implanted ; yet after all, it is " the 
:race of Ood that briogeth salvation^ afid whidh 
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ieacheth us, to deny ungodliness and worldly lasts ; 
and to live soberly, righteously, and godly in this 
present world," And in Mr. Lovegood's application 
of bis sermon, though he cautiously avoided an indis- 
criminate charge against all good, as though it were 
evil because we ourselves are so ; yet he slill urged 
that there is nothing good in us, but what is blended 
with evil. He appealed to the consciences of his 
hearers, if all of them had not found, more or less, 
some unwarrantable murmuringsand repinings against 
God, during sharp and heavy afflictions, until their 
hearts under the influence of divine grace, were duly 
humbled to acknowledge their own sinfulness in his 
sight. He then brought the instance of holy Job, 
bow he for a time, was found in rebellion against the 
correcting hand of God, till he was better instructed, 
by a deeper knowledge of his holiness, to cry in hum- 
ble submission, '' Behold, I am vile !" 

These considerations brought to Mrs. Lovely's re- 
collection the many unwarrantable reflections, which 
had passed her own mind during her afilictious, though 
she thought little of them for the moment ; yet now, 
for the first time, her conscience begaY) to recoil at 
them, as being a proof of the inbred corruption of her 
nature ; of which before she had scarcely the most 
distant conception. She had frequently been re- 
flectiug upon the native goodness of her heart, prais- 
ing herself rather than God, that she was naturally 
so much better than the rest of mankind ; and won- 
dered how a merciful God, should permit her to be 
so afflicted, while many, so far her inferiors in all the 
principles of virtue and morality, were prosperous. 

Under these dark conceptions of her own heart, 
she would be argiling, with Job in his unhiimbled 
days, '' that she was clean and without transgression ; 
that she was innoeent, and that there was no iniquity 
10 her ; but that God yet found occasion against her, 
find counted her for his enemy." However a very 
fev^ reflections of this soft, forced the penitential tear 

Vol. II. 16 
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from her eye^ and laid her bumbled beart in tbe dust 
before God. Instead of '* entering into judgment 
with God/' she could now cry, '' Enter not into judg- 
ment with thy servant, O Lord, for in thy sight shall 
no flesh living be justified." 

At the sight of this, Mr. Lovely was not a little 
afiected, as he greatly feared that these strong im- 
pressions, might be attended with such consequences, 
that her delicate frame might thereby sustain fresh 
injury. After their return from Church, they retired 
for a short time before the dinner was placed on the 
table, to a private seat in the pleasure ground, and 
the following conversation took place. 



Mrs, Lov, My dear wliat a wonderful sermon we 
have been hearing this day ! IF these things be true, 
I fear we are both wrong. 

Lov, Wrong my d^ar — How can we be wrong ? 
What harm have we done ? If we are not right, the 
Lord have mercy upon thousands ! 

Mrs, Lov. Though I date not say that lean accuse 
myself of any gross immoralities, yet yon cannot con- 
ceive what proud, angry, and rebellious thoughts I 
have secretl}^ had against God, during our affliction. 
I never had the most distant idea, till this day,. what 
an evil state we must be in, when such a tribe of evil 
thoughts are to be found in our hearts. But I hope, 
and I believe your heart is not so bad as mine. 

Lov> O my dear love ! we must not suppose that 
the Almighty will eternally condemn us, for a few bad 
thoughts ; you know that '' his mercies are over all 
his works,'' and that " he will not be extreme to mark 
iniquity." 

Mrs. Lov, Oh no ! it is not, that I fear I shall be 
eternally condemned for my bad' thoughts ; but I find 
and feel myself such a sinner, because I have them. 
Why should I for a moment have harboured such 
evil conceptions against God, when be so justly 
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punishes me as a sinner, and still so merciful punishes 
me for my good ? In what a fine manner Mr. Love- 
good explained that text, '^ Whom the Lord lovetb 
he chasteneth, and sconrgeth every one whom he 
receiveth." — But did you ever see such a serious and 
devout congregation before ? No wonder that even 
the public house should have been so reformed, under 
such an excellent Minister. And what a charming 
family the Worthys are, how cheerful, yet how truly 
pious ! I am afraid we cannot s»y w,e are like them. — 
I am sure I am not. 

Lov, O my dearest Ann ! I am much afraid lest 
your unjust notions against the naiivepurity and good- 
ness of your heart, sh^mld so perplex you, as to de- 
prive you of all the consolation you have a right to 
claiiq to yourself. But whatever you may think of 
Mr. Lovegood's sermon, it by no means struck me 
as being so super-excellent. First, I have no great 
opinion of your extemporaneous preachers. I can 
very readily give up all these for the sake of hearing 
a minister upon some good, grave, moral subject, who 
has properly and carefully corrected his sermon be- 
fore he preaches it. And then, I think what he said 
had rather a tendency to make the Almighty a hard 
task-master. He certainly is a man of ability, and I 
do not doubt but that he has a very good heart, and I 
dare say his stern way of preaching, has done a great 
deal of good among the common people ; but in one 
part of his sermon, he seemed to preach to us, as if 
we were all a pack of heathens. 

Mrs. Lov, To be sure, he made some very strong 
remarks in showing what a great *dij9erence there is 
between Christianity as it is revealed in the Bible, 
and as it practised by the people of the wprld ; but 
I cannot help thinking there was a deal of truth in 
what he said. I fear lest I should be found, after all^ 
nothing better than a mere '' whited sepulchre,'' in 
the sight of God. 

Lov. My dear creature ! how can you for a moment 
admit suQh a preposterous thought ? 1 wonder you 
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can so overlook your own goodness : though I am 
quite delighted with Mr. Worthy's hospitality, yet 
I am very sorry that Mr. Lovegood's sermon should 
have left such a strange impression on your mind'; 
and I am sure such dreary notions against yourself, 
are uot only the most inconsistent and unjust ; but I 
fear also, lest they should so prey upon your thoughts, 
as to be injurious to your constitution, unless you 
can muster up proper resolution to resist them. Will 
you allow me my clearest life, to request you not to 
think of going to church again this afternoon f You 
could scarcely bear the crowd which lyas there this 
morning : you were almost ready to faint half the 
time ; and I am sure bis notions in religion will never 
do for you : at least, in my opinion, you have unhapr 
pily misapplied them. 

*^rs, Lov. I thank you very kindly for your advice : 
but what shall I do f jif I grieve yon by again going 
to Church, I fear I shall as much grieve and perplex: 
my own mind, in staying at home. 

Lov. O my dear ! I'll stay at home with you, and 
read some of the Saturday's papers of the Spectator, 
you know they are all upon moral subjects ? or one of 
Dr. Blair's sermons, if Mr. Worthy has got them. 

Mrs. Lov. Indeed my dear, I «ever could read 
either in those papers, or in Blair's sermons, any 
thing like so intereriesting as what I have heard this 
day from Mr. Lovegood. I think you a little mis- 
understand him : perhaps when you have heard him 
again, you may be better pleased with him. With 
your leave, I am exceedingly desirous to hear him a 
second time ; but if I should grieve you by acting 
against your kind advice, it will equally be die cause 
of grief to me. 



During this short conversation the dinner-bell sum- 
moned them to the family meal, which on a Sunday, 
dki Brookfield Hall, is very plaio^ but pleaiiful : and 
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served at an early hour, that their second attendance 
OQ divine service, may not be interrupted. During 
the meal, Mr. and Mrs.' and the eldest Miss Wor- 
thy, who of late bad become very serious, made 
such remarks on the sermon, as were widely dif- 
ferent from those dreary notions of real religion 
which Mr. Lovely began, from misconceptions, to 
entertain. He discovered that Sunday, at Brook- 
field-Hall, though the most solemn, was the happiest 
da3' of all the seven; and that they could quote 
different passages of the sermon, which they heard 
from their excellent Minister with supreme approba- 
tion and delight. This staggered his prejudices^ 
though in did not remove them. Soon after dinner 
tli& cheerful voice of praise "was heard at a distance 
from the children of ttie Sunday school, who were 
kindly accommodated with Mr. Worthy's laundry 
as a school-room. This at once attracted the ear of 
Mrs. Lovely ; and after some inquiries were made 
respecting that institution, she looked at her husband, 
and dropt a tear. He seeing the agitation of her 
spirits, requested her to walkout, and the conversa-^ 
tion on the same subject thus recommenced. 



Mrs, Lov. Will you my dear, indulge me with 
iiie privilege of attending at church again this after-^ 
noon ? Surely the religion which makes this excellent 
family so happy, can never make us miserable. When 
I heard the song of praise from the voices of those 
poor children, how did I wi^h that I could but be 
transformed into one of those little opes, that I might 
attend again at church without grieving you ! 

Lov, You know that m}' advice is from the purest 
principles of affection. But if you cannot be happy 
i^nless you again go to church, I shall say no more. 
Only, my dearest creature, for my sake and your 
own sake, be on your guard,^ that Mr. Lovegood's 
harsh doctrine may not injure your health. I can^ 
mt bear to hfar yoti call yonwdf *' a whltc^ scpil^ 
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dire," and that you should h^ve such unjust motions 
of the supposed badness of your uMemished hearty 
when I am sure you have given sufficient evidence, 
that it is so virtuous and good ; and indeed, I think 
we have neither of us been so remiss in any part 
of our duty, as to be registered amongst the most 
unworthy and negligent of mankind. 

Mrs. Lov. I am afraid, if we have been attentive 
to the lesser duties between man and man, we have 
been too remiss in the still more important duty, re- 
quired of us in our love and service towards God. 
Cannot you remember that that was one of Mr. Love- 
good's observations during the sermon f 

Lov* Now upon this principle alone it is, I ground 
my objection against your attendance. I confess the 
Worthy's are a very cheerful and happy family ; but 
however Mr. Lovegood's notions may do them no 
harm, yet as your afflictions have much sunk your 
spirits, his strong notions of religion may not be so 
suitable to you as to them ; and this makes me thinks 
notwithstanding their kindness, that our visit to this 
place, for your sake, must be short ; as I fear these 
dreary sentiments respecting yourself, may hurt your 
health > 

Mrs. Lov. Oh my dear ! with your leave I hope 
wc shall continue here, at least for a few days, ac- 
cording to the most hospitable and affectionate invi- 
tation of the family. Indeed it would be quite rude 
to do otherwise. It would look as though we had 
taken some disgust, while at the same time their 
kindness is inexpressible. And did you not mind 
what a heaped dishful of slices of bread and meat were 
sent out to these poor children f And Mrs. Worthy 
^told me, that it is their constant custom to cut up 
a large joint, and some other fragments, that each 
child might have his Sunday's repast as well as hi$ 
schooling : and I am told that the children and all 
their parents are brought into the laundry every other 
Monday evening, and examined and instructed by 
\[r. Lovegood ; and that once a quarter be has them 
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pose for them, and tben afterwards gives all the 
parents and children a supper together, in the servant's 
hall. O Biy dear ! do let me beseech you to stop a 
few days in these parts, that we may know more of 
this excellent family ; and let us get acquainted with 
Mr. Lovegood. Mrs. Worthy says, he always dines 
at their house on the Monday, when he conges to in* 
struct the children and their parents : and she says he 
is a cheerful man, though he is so very religious ; aud 
if ever your uncle, or old Mr. Greedy, should leave 
you his fortune, we shall have plenty for our poor 
neighbours, as well as for ourselves; and I am sure we 
cannot meet with better instructors, how we should 
act for the good of others, than as we take pattern 
from what is now before us. 

Lov. How can you my dear life, think yourself 
"a whited sepulchre," when you are so full of cha- 
ritable purposes, and good designs f 

Mrs. Lov. O, it is on account of the intermixture 
of evil I still feel. — I am ashamed to say what I feel. 
Why should I have such bad thoughts P but the bells 
are ringing for Church. I seem quite revived at the 
thoughts, that your objections are removed. For you 
cannot but have observed the most pleasant conver- 
sation of the family, and the creditable, comfortable 
and orderly way in which they live. Surely the reli- 
gion which has done them so much good, can never do 
us any harm. O do my dear George, O do let me 
go to Church with them, and let me request you to 
come with us. 

Lov. My dear, you quite disarm me, and while 
I submit, I confess, I rather go with you to guard you 
against some mistaken impressions which I fear you 
have already imbibed, than by showing my approba- ' 
lion of your zeal. However, I will go with you, ha- 
ving already fortified my own mind against all the 
wrong notions we heard this morning ; I have only 
to request yoo for your own peace, — -Be upon yom 
guard. 
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After this conversadon they immediately returned* 
aod went to church with the family. Mr. Lovegooa 
on that afternoon, preached a more awfiil sermon 
than usual, on the parable of the Ten Virgins ; ob- 
serving what a remarkable similarity subtisted for a 
while,' between such as were wise, and others who 
were foolish, till the day of trial made known the 
difference between them. That the lamp of a pro- 
fession may give a splendid light for a while, but at 
length it may go out in everlasting darkness. That 
the grace of God may be so nearly imitated by natu- 
ral gifts and outward advantages, as that many per- 
sons may " have a name to live, and yet be dead.'' 
He first mentioned some who might have ^' the 
form of godliness, and deny the power." He asked 
bis formal hearers, if they had ever examined their 
hearts by that expressiod, '* The power of God." 
He remarked its emphatic meaning, — how different 
from a mere mechanical form ! that though he by no 
means condemned forms of prayer, for that we had 
them in our psalms and hymns, and in the word of 
God itself; yet that these would not cover the sin 
of those, who are merely /orwaZ in prayer. That the 
best and most spiritual forms of prayer, if not of- 
fered up from a heart which is spiritual, are but 
an abomination : for that God thus complained of 
his own Israel : '* This people draweth near to 
me with their lips, while their hearts are far from 
me." He observed farther on the same subject, 
that forms of prayer can never create, though they 
may lead devotion : and that as we advance in 
the spiritual life, we shall be constrained to extend 
the wings of devotion, and not merely confine our* 
selves to suck directories as we once needed, in the 
earlier part of the divine life ; but that as our spirits 
'^ grow up into God in all things," we shall find, 
that the fervour of holy prayer will require to be 
released from the cold and frigid business of a form 5 
i^sp^f ially when we retire into the closet, that we 
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Spirit." 

He then discoursed on reading the Bible; at- 
tending public worship, and frequenting the Lord's 
table ; showing that as these were the means of grace^ 
we niight expect good from them ; yet, that it was 
possible to give a very dilio^ent attendance on all 
these things, in a formal customary manner, with our 
lips, without the oU of grace ; that the question is 
not so much wJhat we do, but tb^i we should examine 
the motives why we do it : that the true worshippers 
of God, whose services are acceptable, are only they 
who " worship God in spirit and in truth." He then 
made some remarks on a living faith, which ever 
unites to Christ, and by which union, alone, " the 
oil of grace" is communicated to our hearts, and dis« 
tils itself throughout all our actions ; that a mere 
dead faith makes a professor^ but, that it is a living 
faith, which makes a possessor of the grajce of Gods 
in deed and in truth. 

He next went on the business of rectifying anotlier 
mistake, that '^ the oil of grace consists in our being 
blessed with good natural dispositions. He observ* 
ed, that even among the brutes, though of the same 
kind, some of them have their good dispositions, and 
prove naturally manageable and kind, while others 
of them are sulky and perverse : and that this mere 
diversity pf disposition, h equally conspicuous in the 
human race ; and consequently, a mere good dispo- 
sition, however excellent in its, place, which may be- 
found in a brute, as well as in the human race, can 
never bie called ^' the oil of grace," That these 
sweet-blooded sinner^y are too frequently found among 
the most negligent and profane before God ; yet, in 
their way, affectionate and kind towards others of their 
fellow sinners, while all of them are equally at a dis- 
tance from the hply, spiritual ipind, belonging to thosjs 
who are truly " in Christ Jesus." 

Having thus warned hi§ hearers against supposing 



194 DiALOdUJB XXIV. 

that a mere good dispositioa was of the nature of 
divine grace, he next showed that a life of the strictest 
morality may exist when " the oil of grace" is still 
wanting. — Mr. Lovegood boldly said, that an Atheist 
as well as a Christian,^ may be a moral man ; and 
that the morality of most men, is in general, little 
better than negative, consisting much more in what 
people do not do, than in what they really do : and 
that any man will, for self-interested motives, and 
for the sake of his own ease and comfort, attended to 
the common rules of morality, as all those who viola- 
ted them are guilty of the grossest acts of folly against 
their own interest. That a man of unjust and knav- 
ish principles is sure sooner or later, to sufier for 
his own folly. That the man of passion and re- 
venge will certainly entail much greater sufferings 
on himself, than what others have felt from him, by 
the mad violence of his anger. In short, if a man 
did but consult his own health or- interest, he would 
be moral : and that, however highly advantageous, 
a strict attention to the rules of morality may prove 
to the good of society, yet that real Christians, who 
are blessed with the ^* oil of grace," have much high- 
er motives to go by, than such as are to be found 
among mere moralists. On these things, he after- 
wards expatiated so well, that it puzzled Mr Lovely's 
mind not a little. On the one hand, he felt himself 
half angry, that all his religious props, were knocked 
from under him, while he found it a considerable 
difficulty to deny the truth of what he had heard. 
But when he perceived that Mrs Lovely was still 
more seriously impressed, under a farther discovery 
of her defective righteousness, and began again to 
express the anxiety of her mind, after her second re- 
turn from church, how much both of them had fallen 
short of the sacred standard of real Christianity ; he- 
was still more highly incensed ^g2AnsXthe harsh doctrine 

''^ It 18 probable Mr. Lovegood borrowed this expression from a 
ftmons charge, the late bishop of St, Asaph d^livered^ when bishop 
<ff St. DayidV 
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of Mr. Lovegood, which had so discomposed the 
mind of his dearest Ann. Even the blessed tears of 
fepentance, as they trickled from her eye^ pierced 
him to the heart, while he heard with astonishment, 
that one of so pure a mind, in his esteem shoald still 
acknowledge herself such an unworthy sinner in the 
sight of God. Matters, however, thus passed till the 
next day. The reader is therefore requited to sus- 
pend his cariosity until to-morrow; and, after a 
night^s rest, the subject will be resumed. 
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I 

THE FAMILY OP THE WORTHY'S, MR. LOVEGOOD; ' 

AND THE LOVELY'S. 



THE SAME SUBJECT CONTINUED, WITH ILLUSTRATION? 

FROM THE BOOK OF JOB. 

On the morrow, Mr. Lovegood attended on bis 
customary visit. Mr. Worthy having introduced 
his guests to each other, it was observable, that Mr* 
Lovely received the address of Mr. Lovegood, with 
a degree of coldness and formality, very contrary to 
that which belonged to the natural sweetness of his 
disposition. And after dinner the following conver- 
sation took place. [Mrs. Lovely appears rather faint 
and weak.] 

. Lov. I told you, my dear, that going to Church 
yesterday afternoon, would be too much for you. 
[To Mr. Lovegood.] And Sir, I must be free to 
tell you, that your doctrine is too severe and harsh for 
my delicate and tender wife ; though I am sure Sir, 
you mean it for the best, and I should be glad, if all 
the clergy followed your good example. 

Lovfig, Indeed Sir, it was not my design to have 
advanced any thing, that was improperly rash and 
severe ; and if I have been guilty of such a mistake, 
I wish to be open to conviction, and shall be quite 
ready to retract it. 

Lov. Why Sir, you must allow me the liberty to 
say, (I hope Mr. Worthy will pardon me,) that I never 
heard any body but yourself make so free with the 
<;haracter of Job, as you did in your morning ser- 
men ; certainly he was a very holy man. 
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Loveg. Dear Sir, did I ii^ siny wise deny it ? though 
for a while, he had such strange apprehensions and 
misconceptions of God. 

Lov. Sir, Dr. Nescience,* the minister of our 



* Loarned men should hard learned naxne«. No wonder then 
that Dr. Nescience has his name from a Latin derivation « though 
IB plain English Dr. Know-nothing; I believe my readers can 
pretty well comprehend all my other names, without understand- 
ing Latin. A facetious old clergyman^ Dr. Burton, Vice Provost 
of Eton, when I was at that school, passed some neat sarcasms upon 
a person of a very ignorant and pedantic character, recommending 
him to an uncle of mine, as being a gentleman of great Keacience. 
The person began bowing and scraping, supposing the Doctor had 
passed npou him some very high compliment ; the Doctor there- 
fore heightened the compliment, by observing, that he could not 
say too much of him on that subject ; for that he knew him to be a 
man of great J^eseienety of very great Nescience indeed ; and nothing 
&rther was discovered by thft)edant, than that all was designed as 
a high encomium on his wisdom ; and, it is probable, our present 
Doctor was one of the same family. 

Dr. Nescience, it seems, procured his Doctor's degree, not from 
his own University at Cambridge, where, had he made such an at- 
tempt, his knowledse had been well sifted, or his ignorance tho- 
roughly exposed : from thence,- therefore, he received no higher ho- 
nour, than that of the first degree of a Bachelor of Arts : but he 
came at his Doetorship by a much shorter cut, from one of the fa- 
mous Universities in the north of Scotland ; and in order that he 
might obtain this high literary honour, a testimonial of his learning 
being needed, this be procured to be sig;ned by three reverend gen- 
tlemen of the same redoubtable order of Doctors ; Dr. Numscull, 
Dr. Papscull, and Dr. Loggerhead. 

This information, however, as it respects Dr. Nescience, and by 
what means he obtained the high hobour of being called the Doctor^ 
reflects not the least discredit on Dissenters, nor yet on some others 
of rea/ erudition, where thereare unhappy barriers in their way, 
to procure such degrees in a more creditable line ; but Dr. Ne- 
science, and the rest of his fraternity of the same order, have found 
out this, as the ready way to look big, with a little, or even no learn- 
ing. Before ho procured his degree, he was denominated t/ie little 
Rector ; but now he found himself upon the pedestal of this Scotch 
Diploma, he bad the satisfaction of being called the little Doctor; 
and the satisfaction also, of several sharp curtain lectures trom his 
wife; this famous honour having cost him not less than 10/. she of- 
tentimes remiftding him, for his extravagance in giving so much 
money for a dunce's cap to cover his ignorance, and of the old pro- 
verb, A fool and his money are soon parted. However he contri- 
ved, in a measure to quiet her mind, under the idea that the loss of 
the money would soon be recovered, as he was going to turn author, 

Vol it. 17 
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parish, gave us a very different character of the life of 
Job, when he preached upon that text, " My righte- 
oasoess I hold fast, and will not let it go : my heart 
shall not reproach me, as long as I live." The Doc- 
tor told us, that it was At* oum righteousness which 
was his confidence, and that thereby he obtained the 
reward of heaven. 

Mrs, Lav. But you know my dear, neither you nor 
I have any great opinion of the little Doctor, or his 
curate, Mr. Flimsey : we have both observed, while 
they seem to be aiming at something, they cannot 
make out any thing. But do you not think you have 
a little misunderstood Mr. Lovegood? [To Mr. 
Lovegood,] Sir, it might be much to the satisfaction 
of myself and my husband, if you would explain 
yourself still farther on that sutgect. 

Loveg. Dear Sir, there is no doubt of the inte- 
grity and uprightness of Job : but while he was 
righteouSy he was also self-righteous^^ia that lay 
his crime ; and this rendered him proud and angry 
before God. 

I^v. Proud and angry— -Why, was not he tbe 
most patient man upon earth ? 

Loveg, Yes Sir, and this was abundantly exem- 
plified by his. holy patience before God Tor seven long 
days and nights, when even after he had been hurled 
from the pinnacle of the highest prosperity, into tbe 
gulph of the deepest adversity ; he could meekly say, 
^^ The Lord gave, and the Lord bath taken away, 
blessed be the name of the Lord ;" nor was his pa- 
tience less conspicuous, when cruelly tempted to 
curse God, he could submissively reply ; *^ shall we. 
receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not 
receive evil f " But after this, his great patience aw- 



by re-publishing three famous novels : Tom Thumb, Jack the Gi- 
ant Killer, and Old Mother Gooseys Tales. These he meant to en- 
rich with certain annotations, lucubrations, and remarks of his own 
composing^; and he had no doubt but that his Doctor's degree would 
wonderfuUy quicken the sale of the ]»ublication. 



fully failed bim. If hitherto it might have been said, 
" In all this did not Job sin with his lips," neither did 
he " charge God foolishly." Yet afterwards, what 
must be said of him when his patience perfectly failed 
him, and when in the most endearing language, as in 
the third chapter, he could even curse the day in which 
he was born f I think Sir, you will^be as much struck 
at his rebellion at one time, as at his patience at 
another. 

Lov. But if he did wrong in this, yet doubtless in 
other respects, he was a very righteous man. 

Loveg^ Certainly so Sir ; and before man, no one 
had a greater right to vindicate himself against the 
accusations of his three friends, who certainly mis- 
took his case : they concluded htm very unjustly, to 
be an arrant hypocrite, and that God had detected 
him, and that therefore he was severely punished 
for his crimes. As far as human righteousness went, 
he might venture to say, '* he would hold it fast, and 
would not let it go ;" and no doubt, but that with 
the greatest justice he could farther add, as it re- 
spected the great and upright character he sustained ; 
" When the ear heard me, then it blessed me ; and 
when the eye saw me, it gave witness unto me ; be- 
cause I delivered the poor that cried, and the father- 
less, and him that had no helper ; the blessing of 
him that was ready to perish came upon me, and I 
caused the widow's heart to sing for joy. I put on 
righteousness, and it clothed me, and my judgment 
was as a robe and a diadem ; I was eyes to the blind, 
and feet was I to the lame. I was a father to the poor, 
and the cause which I knew not, 1 searched out." 

Lov, Why Sir, was it possible for any one to do 
more, to deserve the character of a righteous man^ 
than he did ? Could he be a good and a bad man at 
the same time f Sir, 1 cannot think we are called to 
renounce our integrity. 

fVor, Really Siij you and I have been stumbling 
upon the very same " stone of stumbling and rock 
of offence;" I was as proud of my righteousness, as 
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ever Job was of his, when I only looked at the sarface 
of my character, as it appeared before man ; and 1 
thought Mr. Lovegood brought strange things to my 
ears, when I heard him assert from the Bible, that 
<< there was none righteous, no not one." 

Mrs. Wor. Indeed, Sir, Mr. Worthy and myself 
were at first equally offended at Mr. Lovegood, when 
he brought us all down to the same level, though he 
only took us upon our own words, which we all adopt 
at church, " enter not into judgment with thy servants, 
O Lord, for in thy sight shall no flesh living be justi- 
fied.!' But somehow, while he disarmed us of our 
self-righteousness, he contrived at the same time 
to disarm us of our prejudices, that we were b®th 
forced to submit. 

Loveg. Yes ; and agreeably to Mr. and Mrs. Wor- 
thy's remark, it may farther be observed respecting 
Job, that he did not know how much he had of the 
latent Pharisee in his heart, whereby he was led to 
^* trust in himself, that he was righteous," like the 
Pharisee of old, though in other respects, he was by 
no means of their hypocritical cast. 

Lov, Why, how can another be righteous for us ? 

Loveg. Dear Sir, yon do not understand me. He 

was rather led to applaud the goodness of his own 

heart, on account of these things, while he forgot to 

give glory to him, from whom all holy desires, all 

good counsels and all just works do proceed ;^ or if 

you please, to give you it in other words, it should 

appear that he was more bent upon trusting in his own 

righteousness, than in God who made him righteous ; 

for, respecting the be^^t of men, it may be said, 

as Eliphai replied to Job, " What is man that he 

( lahonld be clean, and he that is born of a woman, 

^ that he should be righteous f Behold he putteth no 

trust in his saints ; yea, the heavens are not clean is 

his sight. How much more abominable and filthy is 

* Common Prayer Book. 
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man, which drinketh in iniquity like water ?" And 
again, ^* Can a man be profitable unto God, as he that 
is wise may be profitable onto himself? Is it any plea- 
sure to the Almighty, that thou art righteous; oris 
it gain to him, that thou makest thy way perfect?"^ 
Nor can we conceive a more striking query, than that 
which we find in the same book. '^ How can man be 
Justified with God ; and how can he be clean that is 
born of a woman ; Behold, look even to the moon, 1 
and it shineth not : yea, the stars are not pure in his 
sight ; how much less man that is a worm, and the/ 
son of man that is a worm f "f 

Lov. But really Sir, though J confess I am no di- 
vine, do not you think that Job's friends went too far 
in speaking against the merit of his righteousness ? 

Loveg. I have already said, that they went much 
too far, while they accused him of hypocrisy and 
wickedness ; yet we shall find that God himself ter- 
minated the controversy, by showing Job, not only 
the folly of the supposed merit of hts righteousness, 
but also the sinfulness of those proud thoughts, which 
must be brought dowu, as it were, by force of arms. 
Do Sir, let me remind you of that passage in St. Paul 
to the Corinthians : *' For the weapons of our war* 
fare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds ; casting down imagina- 
tions, (or vain reasonings,) and every high thing, 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
and brlngelh into captivity every thought unto the 
obedience of Christ." 

Lov. Sir, these are very strong words ; are you 
sure you have quoted them correctly ? though, I dare 
say, you have done so to the best of you recollection. 

IdOveg. I believe Sir, I am perfectly exact ; bul 
while we farther investigate the book of Job, I will 
consult my pocket bible, and we shall then go on. 
certain ground, 

Mrs, Lav. Did I not tell you, my dear George, 
that Mr. Lovegood could well explain himself on 

* Job xxii, «, 3, t Job WT. 4, 6 *6. 
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these points f — You see how be makes the Bible his 
constant study. . 

Lov. My dear I am quite ready to hear what 
Mr. Lovegood has to say, though I much fear lest 
his religion should do you harm. 

Loveg. [With his Bible in his hand.] Dear Sir, the 
religion of this book can never do us any harm. Ani 
it* you will allow me to continue my observations on 
the book of Job, that should be first noticed which is 
said in the beginning of the thirty*second chapter 
of that book : '* So these three men ceased to 
answer Job, because he was righteous in his ovm 
eyes ;" and Elihu being sent of God to settle the 
controversy, thus charges Job for his presumptuous 
thoughts before God. "Surely thou hast spoken 
in miue hearing, and I have heard the voice of thy 
words, saying, I am clean without transgression*; I am 
innocent; neither is there iniquity in me. Behold, 
he findeth occasions against me ; he counteth me for 
his enemy. He , putteth my feet in the stocks, he 
, marketh all my paths. Behold, in this thou art not 
I just; I will answer thee, that God is greater than 
man. Why dost thou strive against him f for he 
givelh not account of any of his matters ?"* In the 
thirty-fourth chapter also, we find him reproved 
for the same sort of pride and rebellion ; " Job hath 
said, I am righteous, and God hath taken away my 
judgment. What man is like Job, who drinkeib np 
scorning like water ? who goeth in company, (at 
least in his conversation,) with the workers of ini* 
quity, and walketh with wicked men. For he hath 
said, it profiteth a man nothing, that he should Re- 
light himself with God." So that Elihu is as it 
were, obliged to vindicate the cause of God, agaiost 
the profane suggestions of Job, by saying, " Far be 
it from God, that he should do wickedness, and from 
the Almighty that he should commit iniquity: yea, 
surely God will not do wickedly, neither will the 
A'iroigbiy pervert judgment ; for that Job had spoken 

* * Job. xxacui. 8, IS. 
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without knowledge, and his words were without 
wisdom." It is the desire therefore of £]ihu, *' that 
Job may be tried uuto the end, because of his an- 
swers for wicked men : for he addeth rebellion unto 
his sin, and clappeth his hands against vs, and mul- 
tiplietb his words against God." I dare say Sir, you 
did not expect such strong expressions as these from 
Eiihu, against the supposed righteousness of Jdb. i 

Mh-s. Lov. See my dear, how plainly Mr. Love- 
good makes it out, what sinners we all are, on account 
of such wicked thoughts. 

Lov. Why i confess, the subject never struck 
me so forcibly in this light before ; but I am un- 
wilUng to give up the point yet : 1 wish to take 
some time to consider for myself ; and with Mr. 
Lovegood's leave, to consult with other divines on 
the subject. 

Loveg. By all means, dear Sir, truth never suffers 
by investigation. But even in the next chapter you 
will find a deal more of the same proud language, 
charged on Job, as uttered against God. ''Thou saidst 
^said he) my righteousness is more than God's ;" 
therefore he adds, " What advantage will it be to 
me, and what profit shall I have if I be cleansed 
from my sin ?" Elihu therefore asks Job the ques- 
tion, '' If thou be rijghteous, what givest thou him ; 
or what receiveth he at thine hand ? Thy wicked- 
ness may hurt a man as thou art, and thy righteous- 
ness may profit the son of man :" thus, he concludes, 
tliat '' Job opened his mouth in vain, and multi- 
plied his w*ords without knowledge." And Sir, if 
I have not tired you with the number of my quota- 
tions, you may farther see what was the design of 
God in this controversy with Job, " that he might 
y^ withdraw man from his purpose, and bide pride 
from a man ;" he therefore humbled him by sickness, 
and a variety of the most severe dispensations in pro- 
vidence, that he might farther be convinced of the 
sinfulness of hi9 heart; for ^* If any man say I have 
»nned, and perverted that which was right, and it 
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profiteth me not ; he will deliver bis soul from going 
into the pit, and his life shall see the light ; for all 
these things Grod often works with man, to bring 
back his soul from the pit, and to be enlightened 
with the light of the living." How wise and appli* 
cable therefore was the advice of Elihu f Surely, 
it is meet to be said unto Grod, '* I have borne chas- 
tisement, I will not offend any more ; that which I 
"^ee not, teach thou me: if I have done iniquity^ I will 
\ do so no more." 

Wor. Indeed Mr. Lovely, I think you would 
find it truly profitable, if you would attend a little 
more closely to the experience of Job. The speech 
of Elihu always struck me, as containing some of 
the most strong and conclusive arguments, against 
the proud and vain conceit, that any of us can be 
righteous before God. . What arguments he deduces 
from the purity of God, the infinity of his wisdom, 
the dignity and majesty of his existence, to show man 
the emptiness and folly of all he does, and to lay 
him in the dust, that he may be sensible what a 
poor, unprofitable creature he is in every point of 
view, and that " in his best estate, he is altogether 
vanity." 

Miss War. Why through the kind providence of 
God bestowed upon me in my education, I am not 
chargeable with outward sins before man, yet I am 
sure it is not so with me before God ; surely it is the 
height of folly for any of us to conceit, that we can 
be righteous before God. 

Lov. But did not God after all this, turn the cap- 
tivity of Job, and make the latter end of his life more 
glorious than the former, as a proper reward for his 
integrity, humility, and patience? 

Loveg. No verily my good Sir. God never gave 
him a reward for his goodness ; though he merci- 
fully restored him by his mere grace and forgiving 
love, even after all the hard and presumptuous 
thoughts he had uttered against him : but not till 
afler he had cast him down from the high pinnacle 
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of his pride, into the valley of homiliation, where 
we all, either sooner or later, must be brought to 
lie. And there, if you read with attention, that most 
instructive and remarkable history, you will find how 
God himself condescended to deal with him, till he 
made him to lie in the dust : and then he was first 
constrained to cry, *< Behold I am vile ! what shall I 
answer thee ? I will lay my hand upon my mouth : 
once have I spoken, but 1 will not answer; yea, 
twice : but I will proceed no farther." And let me 
request you to consider the solemn conclusion of the 
controversy : " I have heard of thee by the hearing 
of the ear, but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore, 
/ abhor mystify and repent in dust and ashes J^ 

TVor, My dear Mr. Lovely, I have heard Mr. 
Lovegood frequently remark, what a mistaken book 
this has been among all those who have not been 
sufficiently attentive to this blessed portioa of holy 
writ ; and that no part of the word of God can be 
better calculated to humble the pride of man, and to 
produce in us a deep sense of our own unworthiness : 
so as that we may be brought to accept salvation, 
where only it can be found, in the person of our 
blessed Saviour^ who lived and died to '^ justify the 
ungodly." 

Mrs. Lov. O my dear ! sure you must be convin- 
ced what Mr. Lovegood, Mr. and Mrs. Worthy have 
been saying is all true ; as to myself, 1 must confess 
what proud, blasphemous, and rebellious thoughts I 
have had. — The Lord, for Christ's sake, have mercy 
upon me ! — [She drops a tear.] 

Lov. [To Mr. Lovegood.] Sir, I must request 
yoH to drop this subject: you see my wife cannot 
bear it : her mind is much too tender to sustain the 
shock of your harsh religion ; besides. Sir, I cannot 
admit the doctrines you have advanced, till I have 
examined matters more closely for myself: [to Mr. 
Worthy] and I believe, Sir, with your leave, it will 
be necessary for my wife to recreate her spirits by a 
short walk in your pleasure ground. 
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They accordingly submit, and the parties retire. 
Between the Lovelys, the conversation took the 
' same turn as before : he continuing to plead the ne- 
cessity of her non-attendance on Mr. Lovegood's 
ministry, for the sake of iier health ; and she repeating 
her most anxious wishes to hear more of those things, 
which though they had forced some tears from her 
eyes, yet she was satisfied were well calculated to do 
infinite good to her heart. Mr. Lovely still finding it 
necessary to submit to her importunate desires, they 
returned and attended with the rest of the family to 
the meeting of the poor children, Mr. Lovegood's 
method with the children, was at all times the most 
tender and enga^i^ing ; but now in his exhortation, es- 
pecially so, as he had found a poor child that had 
lately been impressed under the evil of sin, he made it 
a point to bring forward, in sweet abundance, those 
precious promises of the gospel, which might be best 
calculated to cheer the heart of Mrs Lovely, under 
the new discovery of her sinful state: and this 
had so far the desired efiect, that the gloomy ap- 
prehensions of Mr. Lovely, seemed in a measure 
again to subside, and a degree of cheerfulness took 
place, which continued through the eveuing of the 
day. 

However, Mr. Lovely's mind continued to be so 
exercised upon the subject, that he was not only 
determined to dispute every inch of ground with 
Mr. Lovegood ; but to provide himself with such ma- 
terials as he conceived would be best calculated, to 
make him a successful combatant. He accordingly 
went the next morning to Mapleton, and inquired 
where there was a bookseller's shop ; he was' recom- 
mended of course to Mr. Wisehead ; and asked him 
if he had any books of good, sound divinity ! Mr. 
Wisehead would have put into his hands many of 
the books of the modern Socinians, and among 
others, he requested him to read a few pages of 
Priestly on Necessity. Mr. Lovely then asked Mr. 
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Wisebead, if that was not an abridgment of Hobbs^ 
Spinoza, and other infidel philosophers. Upon this 
some conversation took place between Mr. Wise- 
bead and Mr. Lovely, who was much more shocked 
at the horrid extremes of the Socintans, than ever he 
coold be at the dreary notions of Mr. Lovegood, 
Finding however, that he could not make any thing 
out from this quarter, he next inquired about the 
Minister of the Parish, whether he thought it would 
be deemed impertinent, if he went to consult him 
as a divine. Mr. Wisehead observed, that he sup- 
posed Mr. Dolittle might give him a kind reception, 
and that he was sure to find him at home, as he was 
i*^ just gone by, towards the Rectory^ but that 
there was a Dr. Dronish, the dissenting Minister, 
whom he attended, who was looked upon to be a 
vcu'y able and raiiimal divine. Mr. Lovely thanked 
him for his information ; bcrt that if the Doctor was 
an^admirer of the same sort of divinity as was to be 
found in his shop, he had rather go the regular way 
to work, and consult the Minister of the Parish. 
Having thus resolved, he purchased nothing more 
than a flimsy sermon of Mr. Archdeacon Smooth- 
tongu«'s, which is much admired by the Socinians, 
showing that all the austere texts in the Bible, 
ought to be confined to primitive times, as they 
were not fit for the present day, and took his leave 
of Mr. Wisehead, and resorted to Mr. Dolittle's. 

He first introduced himself as a traveller ; mention- 
ed his kind entertainment at Mr. Worthy's, and then 
began telling him how his mind had been unhinged 
and puzzled by the preaching of Mr. Lovegbod. Do- 
little immediately interrupts him by saying, — " What 
did you go to hear that mad fellow for ?" — " Sir" said 
Mr. Lovely, " I always love to go to the Parish 
Church on a sunday ; and his divinity struck both me 
and my wife, as being very difierent from what we 
commonly hear. I should be glad Sir, if you would 
but explain some matters to me : I come with your 
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leave, to consah yoa as a divine.''— '^ I explain mat-^ 
tert !" says Dolittle : " what bave yon to do with such 
abstruse notions in religion as he preaches f Ymi 
are not the first person that has had his brains tamed, 
by going after the ranting nonsense preached by that 
good-for-nothing, designing fenow."«'^[LoveIy ad* 
joins :] '* Why Sir, Mr. Loveg^od in my opinion, is 
neither a mad roan, nor a bad man ; but I confess, I 
at least expected a •civil answer to a civil question. — 
Dolittle answers : *^ Sir, to tell you the truth, when 

reople coroe canting and talking abont their souls, 
always suspect they come with some design ; and I 
am sure they do, if they come from that quarter* 
None of my parishioners ever come to me with such 
whining tales, I tell them their duty on a Sunday ; 
and if they practise it, that is enough for them i and 
it will be enough for you : and so you may go away 
and mind your business ; for I expect Sir, you are 
upon the catch ; but you shall get nothing out of me." 
This coarse reception was quite like a thui!^der-clap 
to the mild and amiable Mr. Lovely, and made him 
glad to escape from the presence of the enraged Rec- 
tor as fast as he could. 

However, these ^rebuffs did not damp the inquisi- 
tive zeal of Mr. Lovely after truth ; and while he 
could start many objections against Mr. Lovegood's 
doctrines, yet notwithstanding he had some serious 
misgivings, that all might not be right. However, 
this visit had this good efTect. The contrast between 
the rudeness and ignorance of Rector Dolittle, and 
the meek, humble, and affectionate conduct of Mr. 
Lovegood, made Mr. Lovely, afterwards receive with 
greater candour and moderation, whatever he had to 
advance on these important subjects. 

Another circumstance however, occurred, which 
also gave a still more favourable turn to his prejudices. 
Though Mr. Merryman had left BrOokfield-Hall, on 
the previous Sunday, yet he returned thither on the 
Wednesday. An attractive loadstone in the person 
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of Miss Worthy was supposed to be the cause of 
these frequent communications ; and the reader will 
have no reason to doubt, but that the result of this 
courtship will be as honourable, correct and good as 
the parties are themselves. There are few living, 
of a more amiable, pleasant, and excellent turn of 
mind, than Mr. Merryman, since he has known the 
grace of God in truth ; while every year Mr. Love* 
good has the uncommon satisfaction to see his be- 
loved ** son in the gospel" grow in every good word 
and work. 

No wonder that one of such an amiable temper 
and manners, soon stole into the good graces of the 
Lovelys. Mr. Lovely especially admired his great 
candor and liberality in speaking about that worthy 
old clergyman Doctor Orderly, thoqgh he had been 
holding a long controversy with him on conditional 
justification; admiring that a difference in sentiment, 
could not prevent him from speaking very largely 
of the Doctor's temperi diligent discharge of his duty, 
liberality and great attention to the poor. That 
while his dignified, priestly appearance would rather 
alarm them, yet his humble deportment would still 
allure them ; that by the very respectable regularity 
of his conduct, he had got the character, among 
others, of vl precise oldfool^ and especially from the 
following circumstance, which had recently taken 
place. 

While Mr. Sedate, his curate, was on a visit at a 
distance, to see his friends, the Doctor was unex- 
pectedly taken ill, when his preseuce was needed to 
attend the funeral of one who died of a mortifica- 
tion. A speedy interment being necessary, the Doc- 
tor was in much perplexity to know who should 
perform this office. It was hinted to him that the 
Rev. Mr. Jackadandy, a neighbouring clergyman, 
would be glad to do that service for him. This the 
doctor instantly resisted, saying he woirld sooner 
die than that the sacred offices of the church should 
suffer the disgrace of being performed bv such cox- 
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combs in diviDity. Tbe doctor accordingly, dressed 
like an old woman, in his morning gown, with bis 
handkerchief abont his head, staggered out his 
chamber and performed the office.*^ 

The reader will naturally suppose, that on the 
Wednesday evening lecture, Mr. Lovegood would 
avail himselfof the assistance of Mr. Merryman, and 
a previous hint having been given him respecting the 
state of the minds, of Mr. and Mrs. Lovely, he preacb«» 
ed a very appropriate sermon on the following text, — 
^' Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths 
are peace ;^' and all the family returned from the 
church serious yet cheerful and happy. This gave 
Mrs. Lovely a farther opportunity of obviating her 
husband's objection, as it respected the melancholy 
consequences of real religion. Mr. Merryman is al- 
ways cheerful, and now she was cheerful too ; and 



* If the reader wishes for a farther description of the race of 
these pseudO'spirit^Bl monkies in holj orders, they are generally to 
be known by their loose and vain affectation, especially in their 
dress. They are the fools of fashion ; and as they now dress, you 
would rather suppose them to be a set of jockies in half-mourning. 
The present Mr. Jackadandy always appears stuffed out with such 
an abundance of wadding; about his neck-cloth, and collar, that he 
reminds you of a pouting pigeon. His coat behind'is cut quite shor^ 
like a soldier'^ jacket, while he never appears but in his short boots?, 
over his coloured stockings, whisking about his little cane witn 
amazing dexterity, like a magic wand : and as so»n as the fashion 
changes, there is no doubt but that he will be the same dapper Jack- 
adandy in the next extreme, should the jacket or coat grow into 
such a size as to be turned into a petticoat. 

One observation farther, as it respects the furniture of the paUs 
of these Jackadandies. Their studies are mostly confined to the 
paltry, loose, periodical publications of the day : out of these they 
pick and cull different passages, and these, with awkward imperti- 
nence, they retail as their own. As for the study of divinity, how 
far that claims any share of their attention is easily settled. When 
one of them, being under examination for orders, was asked, Wh# 
is the Mediator between God and man ? he prrfoundly answered, it 
was His Grace the Lord Archbishop of Canterbury. Can any one 
wonder, that the grave and respectable Dr. Orderly should be sq 
disgusted at such a Ja.ckadandy, as not to pern^it him even to bury 
the dead? 
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though at times she would still drop the penitential 
tear : yet as she was in the way of hearing so much 
of these gracious promises, whioh are so freely held 
forth in the word of God, her mind seemed to be much 
more allured by the gospel than alarmed by the law ; 
and this made Mr« Lovely less anxious to move his 
quarters. 

However, on the next evening, at family prayer, 
Mr. Merryman read the third chapter of the epistle 
to the Romans, which so decidedly settles the point 
of our justification, alone ^^ through the redemption 
which is in Christ," that Mr. Merryman supposed he 
bad a right to say some people were more in danger 
firom their good works than their bad ones, if they 
were tempted to make them a matter of their confi- 
dence before God. 

After the family service, it appeared that this 
speech considerably offended the self-righteous views 
of Mr. Lovely. He thought it very odd, that the 
Almighty should require nothing from us in point of 
justification ; and that if such sentiments were just, 
good people had no better chance for heaven than bad 
ones ; that though we certainly ought, in a measure, 
to trust in our Saviour's merits, yet it still seemed 
very strange to him, that nothing should be required 
of us to entitle ourselves to those merits. Thus the 
conversation on the same subject re^commenced, 
while Mr. Merryman very properly begged that the 
Bible itself, without any forced commentary what- 
ever, might settle the point. The same apostle was 
therefore referred to, to make good his own conclu- 
sioo, that ^' a man is justified by faith only, without 
the deeds of the law ;" while Mr. Lovely was not a 
little surprised to find, in the fourth chapter, that the 
justification of the person of Abraham was by faith 
only, in the righteousness of Christ, which, was ac- 
counted, reckoned, or imputed,* to all them that be- 
lieve } and that the works of Abraham, as mention- 

=* Tbcpe three expressions are all the same in the original Greek. 
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James^ were not to justify his person before Gods but 
his faith before man ; because if it were otherwise to 
be interpreted, it would be utterly impracticable to 
reconcile St. Paul and St. James to each other ; and 
equally impossible that we could be justified by the 
faith of the Gospel only^ as St. Paul declares, in order 
'^ that we may have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." 

Thus the perplexity of Mr. Lovely was very con- 
siderable, while the conversation was highly satisfac- 
tory to the feelings of Mrs. Lovely, who almost 
shocked the formality of her amiable husband, by 
saying, that all she did was so intermixed with sin, 
though these feelings grieved her to the heart, that 
she felt her need of mercy as much as the vilest Mag« 
dalen on the earth. 

However Mr. Lovely, finding himself hard pressed, 
begged for quarter : he requested to know, as Dr, 
Orderly was such an excellent man, and seemed to 
be more of his tf}ay of thinkings whether he could 
not contrive so as to have an interview with him.*— 
The hospitable and friendly Mr. Merryman imme- 
diately observed, that he did not doubt it ; that he and 
the worthy Doctor were on very friendly terms ; and 
that as his living was but about six miles from bis 
house, he was sure the Doctor would treat him as a 
gentleman and .a Christian. But as he was always 
much engaged in composing fresh sermons for his 
congregation, he did not love to be interrupted to^ 
wards the latter end of the week ; that he could as 
yet, give Mr. Lovely nothing better than bachelor's 
fare, though he hoped to see better days,(castiog a 
wishful look at Miss Worthy) but that still he would 
do his best. 

This generous conduct and affectionate familiarity 
still more interested the Lovelys in the favour of Mr. 
Merryman. A promise was given that they would 
make an excursion to Sandover ; the result of which 
will soon be communicated to the reader. 
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MR. WORTHY, MR/ LOVEGOOD, FARMER LITTLE 
WORTH, HENRY, AND OTHERS. 



i 

THE STORY OF MRS. CHIPMAN RESUME*. 



Containing an account of the return of Henry Lit- 
tlevforth^ and the happy death of Mr. Chipman. 

During the absence of the Lovelys, while on 
their visit to Mr. Merry man, Henry Littleworth re- 
turned. The result of this visit shall now be brought 
forward. 



Far, [To his wife.] Why dame, here is old Nelly 
Trot, the letter-carrier ; she has brought a letter from 
Mapleton, and it is from Harry. Dear Child, I hope 
he is coming home. It appears to me as if he had 
been gone a longful time. [To Miss Nancy.] Nancy 
my child, pay the postage, and give poor Nelly a 
cup of drink. 

J)Iiss JSTancy. Nelly, what does the letter come to ? 

JVelly, Eight-pence Miss. 

JUrs. Lit, Eight-pence! why it is just double since 
this French war. 

Far. Never mind dame, the Lord be thanked ! 
better pay a few more taxes than be governed by 
Bonyparty and the French folk; but come in, and 
let us read the letter. [The Farmer puts on his 
sDectacles and reads it.l 
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'^ MY MOST DEAR FATHER, 

" Through the great mercy of God, all the 
designs of my journey to Locksbury hare been fully 
answered. — Mr. Chipman resigned his soul into the 
hands of God on Wednesday last. What blessed 
things he said during his sickness ; and what a glo- 
rious end he made of it ! I was with him in the solemn 
moments of his departure. — ^When he felt himself 
going, he took me by the hand and kissejd it, and then 
said, God bless you a thousand times for your atten- 
tion to my precious soul. I said to him. Dear Sir, 
you are Just going ^ to be dissolved and be with 
Christ :' then he stammered out^ word after word, 
' Our light afflictions, which are but for a moment, 
work out for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.' He immediately closed hi&^eyes, 
squeezed my hand, and then said, ' God is come ;' 
fetched a long sigh, and breathed no more. Mr. 
Reader was also standing at the bed-side ; and when 
he perceived his son-in-law was gokig, fell down on 
his knees and offered up a secret prayer ; and after 
he found he was dead, while a plentiful shower of 
tears were running down his cheeks, he kissed his 
corpse, and said, the best of husbands, the most af- 
fectionate son-in-law is now no more. " Oh ! that 
my poor unfortunate daughter should have been the 
death of such a worthy man." Oh, my dear father ! 
what scenes I have beheld since I left your house on 
this occasion, — But, be sure den'ttell Mrs. Chipman 
w*hat Mr. Reader said when her husband died. And 
T think it will be best not to inform her of any thing 
about his death, till after ray return, for then I can 
first tell her what a blessed state of mind he was 
brought into before he died, which may be the most 
likely way of preserving her heart from being broken, 
by the death of her husband, through her unfaithful 
conduct. 

** Oh my dear parents ! how rejoiced I am, that 

ny base conduct had not the same effects on you, as 

Irs. Chipman's elopement has h^d on her poor bus- 
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band : and what a raercy it is, .dear Father, that your 
once profligate son should now be employed on an 
errand in which he has had the honour of conveying 
the news of the same salvation he has ftlt on his own 
heart, to others that were once as ignorant, if not as 
wicked, as himself." 

[Here the farmer takes off his spectacles, and 
weeps and cries, ^^ O this child, this sweet child ! see 
what the grace of God can do. The Lord be praised ! 
— O what would 1 give, if Polly and Patty were but 
like my dear Harry !"] 

Mr$. Ldt Master, your spirits are so affected, had 
I not better pour you a glass of currant wine ? 

Far. No I thank you dame. — Harry's letter is 
but a short one, I'll read the rest of it. [The spec- 
tacles are again mounted, and the Farmer proceeds 
with the letter.] 

'* As the end of my coming to this place is now 
accomplished, and as 1 have already been above a 
month from borne, I wish to return as soon as cir- 
cumstances will allow. — But Mr. Reader is so very 
anxious that I should stop over the funeral, and help 
him to settle his son's affairs, that I cannot resist his 
'importunate request. I fear therefore, I shall not be 
at home till next Friday, or Saturday se'night; 
though indeed if I were to stop in these parts another 
Sabbath after the next I think my patience would be 
quite exhausted. You cannot conceive, my dear 
Father, what a difference there is between the ser- 
mons of Mr, Fribble and Mr. Lovegood. — Blessed 
be God, I never was made so thankful for the preach- 
ing of the word of life, as since I have for a season 
been deprived of it. At times it quite affects me, 
that the people in these parts should hear no more of 
the Gospel, and sometimes hardly as much as might 
be expected from a mere heathen teacher. As I 
hope, with the Lord's blessing to see you again soon, 
I need only add for the present, that when you 
have time, it might not be amiss if you could ride 
down to Mr. Lovegood, and consult him about tl 
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best plan of laying before Mrs Chipman her family 
affairs : and in this, and every concern, may the Lord 
give us wisdom and grace to act as shaU be most 
consistent with his glory ! With my kind love to my 
sisters and most affectionate duty to you, dear Fa* 
ther and Mother. 
I am, 

Your most dutiful and loving son, 

HENRT LITTLBWORTH." 

The Farmer, according to his son's advice, went to 
Mr. Lovegood to consult him. Mr. Lovegood was of 
opinion that Mr Worthy would be glad still farther to 
interest himself on this business. It was therefore 
agreed, that directly as Mr. Henry came home they 
should all go together to Brookfield Hall, and that Mr. 
Lovegood should give Mr Worthy previous notice of 
their intentions. 

Henry returned on the Friday evening, as he men- 
tioned in his letter. We pass by all the affectionate 
intercourse, between him and his own relatives on his 
arrival, and record the conversation which took place 
on the Saturday morning according to appointment. 



[Farmer Littleworth, Henry, and Mr. Lovegood 
are introduced.] 

Wor. How do you all do ? Come in, Mr. Little- 
worth, I wish you joy on your son's return. 

Far, Thank your Honour ; but it seems as if he 
had been gone for an age. Harry and I never loved 
one another as we now do, till we both were taught 
to love the Lord. [To Henry.] Ay^nt it so my dear 
child ? 

Hen. Ah father, I hope we shall both have eternal 
reason to bless God for his love. This sets all right 
between parents and children, and all the world, if all 
was wrong before. / 

Wor, Well, let us all sit down, and then Mr Henry 
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will inform us what passed at Locksbury^ that we 
may know how to act. 

Hen. Though I have already been telling my fa- 
ther about matters : yet for the sake of your infor* 
mation Sir, I had better relate things from the be- 
ginning. 

Wor I wish you would Mr. Henry. By what 
we have heard from the letters you sent to your 
father, I expect it will be a very interesting nar- 
ration. 

Hen* Why Sir, as soon as I got to Locksbury, I 
called first on Mr. Reader, told him who I was, and 
on what errand I came, and then gave him Mr. 
Lovegood's letter, and the three books. While he 
read the letter, he appeared very much affected in- 
deed ; and after he had finished it, he cried, '^ What 
would I give to know the writer of this letter ! What 
a good mam, and a good preacher he must be, to have 
wrought such a reformation on my poor daughter ! 
And what a character Mr. Worthy must be, to take 
so kind a part on behalf of th«i ^mforiunate girl !" 
After some other conversation, he observed, [to Mr. 
Liovegood] that your notions in religion were, till of 
late, widely different from his; but that he conceived 
the reason wa&, that he had been much more en- 
gaged in studying the works of men, than the word 
of God. 

Ztoveg, All the errors that abound in the world, 
arise from mankind bringing their preconceived no- 
tions to the word of God, instead of coming in the 
spirit of a child to be instructed, but after that ex- 
cellent remark, I think you had better not have given 
him the books, which were sent for his acceptance* 

Hen. Why, I could not do otherwise, as they were 
mentioned in the letter; but I said he was to judge 
of those books, only by the word of God, and not of 
the word of God by them. 

Wor. Did you go to see poor Mr. Chipman, the 
same day you had the first interview with Mr. Reader i .. 

Hen., No Sir ; Mr. Reader said, after be had dis ' 
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misssed his school, he would prepare his son's mind 
for the visit on the next day. And so he took Mrs. 
Chipman's letter, and that which you Sir, [to Mr. 
Lovegood,] wrote to him, that he might read them 
before I saw hin. 

Loveg. This was a prudent step, but what was the 
result ? 

Hen. O Sir ! the condition poor Mr. Reader was 
in, on his return that evening, can never be expressed. 
He told me the grief of his son-in-law was so strong, 
that he could not leave the house till near midnight, 
Mr. Chipman's pierpetual cry was, "Oh, that my 
dear Jemima had known Mr. Lovegood before she 
had met with that horrid profligate, who seduced 
her!" — It was very affecting to see an old grey- 
headed man, crying, sobbing, and sighing, under such 
a calamity. 

Wor, After this I suppose the next day you Visited 
Mr. Chipmanf 

Hen. Yes Sir; but before he ^nt to bed, I 
plucked up courage and said, " Sir, is it not time t6 
go to family prayer .^" He blushed exceedingly and 
then answered, ** 1 generally pray by myself ;" and 
then added : " But if what Mr. Lovegood says be 
true, I fear I never prayed in all my life." And being 
but young in years, and much younger still in grace, I 
thought it would look too forward in me to propose 
prayer myself. I am afraid I was once much more 
bold as a sailor, than I am now as a christian. After 
this Mr. Reader showed me to my bed, which he bad 
kindly provided for me, and the next day I went and 
visited Mr. Chipman. 

Wor. Poor man ! And how did you find him ? 

Hen. O Sir ! there I saw one that was but a little 
while before a fine personable young man, literally 
dying of a broken heart, and reduced to a skeleton 
in the last stage of a rapid consumption, with his 
hands twisted in each other, and his eyes running 
down with tears. Then he cried, " Oh ! that un- 
feeling wretch, who could.take such a cruel advantage 
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on my poor thoughtless wife ! What a treasure I 
once thought I possessed in her ! Well, well, I thank 
God that she is a penitent ; and the Lord make me 
a penitent too ! For though I have been kept from 
all outward acts of injustice between man and man ; 
yet I now see, by Mr. Lovegood^s letters, and by 
some closer attention to my Bible, if I am not saved 
by mercy, I shall be ruined for ever." And seeing 
them both so very humble, I took courage, and ask- 
ed them if 1 should go to prayer, and they immedi- 
ately consented. 

Loveg, And how did they seem afler prayer ? 

Hen. Oh ! Sir, all the time we were at prayer, 
poor Mr. Chipman did nothing but sob and cry, till 
1 was almost as much overcome as himself; and Mr. 
Reader was quite as much afected as either of us. — 
I burably trust. Sir, through the mercy of God, it 
was prayer indeed. 

Far. [To Mr. Lovegood.] And what a mercy it 
is^ that my dear child can make such a distinguish- 
ment between real prayer and sham prayer. — The 
Lford be praised ! 

Loveg. Well, but Mr. Littleworth, with your leave, 
we should be glad if your son would continue the 
story. 

Hen. After prayer, I talked to them from my own 
experience as well as 1 could : what wicked hearts 
we all have, and how we all sin at least by our short- 
comings^ for as the apostle says, " we come short of 
his glory" every moment we live ; and then I went 
on telling them of the glorious salvation of our 
blessed Redeemer, and the need there was that our 
hearts should be changed, or that we must be rege- 
generate, and made new creatures in Christ, before 
we can be taken to glory. And I remember it was 
just then that Mr. Reader said, it was but the other 
day he thought it all nonsense to talk about a change 
of heart, if we were but moral ; but that he now shud- 
dered at his own ignorance. 

Loveg. All this was blessed teaching. The first 
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work of the Divine Spirit is to convince a noian of 
sin : we know nothing, till we know that ^' we are 

vile." 

Hen. Tes Sir, and Mr. Reader seemed to be con- 
vinced of this, for he said to me, " f seem to have 
been doing all my life, and have done nothing right 
after all. 

Loveg, Well, well ; this knowledge must have 
been not less profitable, than it was painful. 

Hen. He even went so far as to say, that nothing « 
shocked him so much as what he once fancied was 
his righteousness. He was thoroughly convinced, 
that even his prayers were but mere farce and form ; 
and that, as of late he had been seriously reading 
over the Church Prayers, he now saw he had been 
saying a thousand times with his lips, what he had 
never felt in his heart. 

Loveg. Nothing but a knowledge of our misery, 
will ever prompt us to seek for mercy. How differ- 
ent the language of Mr. Reader now, to what it was 
when our correspondence first commenced. But as 
it seems by your letters to your father, the family 
would not let you leave them till after Mr. Chipman's 
death, you can tell us farther of the good man's ex- 
perience before his departure. 

Hen. Why Sir, I first advised him to withdraw all 
his thoughts from the calamities he had suffered by 
the seduction of Mrs. Chipman, as all those temporal 
connexions would soon be dissolved by death. 

Loveg, That was good advice. Was he able to 
follow it ? 

Hen. In a great measure he was. Mr. Reader 
and I went to see him every da}', and sometimes 
oftener. He was never happy but when one of us 
was with him. Sometimes we went together; and 
at other times we would take it by turns. And when 
Mr. Reader was with him, as well as I could, I used 
to attend on his scholars; for Mr. Chipman was 
always complaining of his ignorance, and begging us 
to read to him, when his strength would in any mea- 
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sure to enable him to attend. He in general used to 
engage bis father to read out of Beveridge's Private 
Tfaofpights; but when I was with him he would 
scarcely suffer me to take any other book but the 
Fible. 

fFor. I suppose to speak the truth, you could' 
teli him the meaning of it a little better than his fa* 
tber. 

JSen. Why Sir, I did it according to the best 
of my poor, little ability. But it is amazing what 
<}uestto0s he would ask at one time, and what surprise 
be discovered at the plain reading of the word of 
God at another. And the aearer he drew to his end, 
bow delighted he seemed to be with the gracious 
promises of redemption and pardon through Jesus 
Christ, crying, " Nothing but mercy will now do for 
tbe.'' Then he mentioned those words in St. Jude, 
'* looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus unto eter- 
nal life." 

Loveg. It is happy for us when we are brought 
to that blessed point. Christ on his mercy-seat, must 
be all our hope. * 

Hen. How he was charmed with such texts as 
these : '' Come unto me all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest." — " Behold 
the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of the 
world." — " Wherefore |ie is able to save to the ut- 
termost, them that come unto God by him ; seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession for us." — " Ye 
are complete in him." And when I was reading 
that text, ^' That we may present every man perfect 
in Christ Jesus," I remember how he cried, '^ Blessed 
be God, I shall soon be presented perfect in Christ 
Jesus !" Then he said, " Mr. Littleworth, do I quote 
that text aright.'^" — "Who shall lay any thing to 
the charge of God's elect f it is God that Jyustifieth, 
who is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died, 
yen rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for 
us ?*' And then he added the other part of the text, 

17-^. 11 1 o 



332 DIALOGUE XXVI. 

*' For I am persuaded!, tiiat neither death, nor Uikf 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature shall be able to separate us 
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord." ' I remember be talked in this manner about 
ten days before his death. 

Loveg. Then it should appear, that as the strength 
of his body decreased, his faith and confidence in 
God increased. 

Hen. Indeed Sir it did ; for often when I asked 
him a question, he would directly answer it by a 
quotation from Scripture. Once when I asked him 
how he was, he answered, " The peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, keeps my heart and 
mind through Jesus Christ." Then he paused and 
said, " Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is staged on thee, because he trusteth in thee :" 
He is '* my resting place," and " his rest is glorious." 

fVor. It is really surprising how well he recollected 
the scriptures. 

Hen. Why, from ^ formal attendance at church, 
and from an occasional perusal of the Scriptures 
before he was taken ill, he was not altogether ignorant 
of that book ; but after his illness commenced, nothing 
would do for him but the Bible ; and from the first 
of his visitation, he was ever seeking after soipethiug, 
he was satisfied was still vfanting. Mr. Fribble 
brought hira Pope's Essay on Man, and recommend- 
ed him to say his Universal Prayer, thinking that 
would do him good. 

hoveg. Good ! What good could he get from such 
heathenish {itrash ? What poor sinner could ever find 
out salvation by Christ, by reading such divinity, if it 
deserve the name. 

Hen. Indeed when I was with him, there was 
very little danger of his being captivated with such 
books ; for when I once told him that he liked the 
old book best, he cried, " Old book ! why every 
letter of it is new to me. How ashamed I am of 
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myself, that I have so much overlooked its meaning 
till now ; but oh ! what grace and mercy, that God, 
at the eleventh hour of my short life, should have 
made it such a delightful book to my soul ; though 
I never^knew its real meaning till after Mr. Lovegood 
had corresponded with my father." Towards the 
conclusion of his illness, he grew so spiritual, that he 
seemed almost always in prayer, or engaged in quot- 
ing some promises of the Gospel, so that it was with 
some difficulty we could get him to settle his family 
afiairs. 

JVor. Pray Mr. Henry, who did you get to make 
his will ? 

Hen. Why Sir, it was mostly done by Mr. Reader 
and myself. The old gentleman is half a lawyer, 
and is often consulted on law occasions ; and Mr. 
Chipman left that matter entirely with him : he only 
desired it might be mentioned, that he forgave his 
wife from the bottom of his soul ; that as he trusted 
tier repentance wa^ sincere, she ought not to think 
of a second marriage, while their only child, and 
still an infant, demanded the utmost of her attention 
and care. That though he would wish to leave it 
under guardians, yet he recommended them to intrust 
it to the mother so long as she did her duty by it ; 
that what little property he might have realized by 
his business, should be preserved for the child ; but 
that under the direction of the guardians, the interest 
might belong to his wife for her maintenance, and 
for the education of the child ; and Mr. Reader and 
I settled his accounts as well as we could. 

Wor, This was very just and fair, and we shall all 
act in the same upright manner, while we are under 
the influence of divine grace. 

Far. But Harry my child, I would rather hear, 
you go on, and tell us how the good man died : it is 
mighty moving to me, to hear what precious things 
he was able to speak. Blessed be God, at times, I 
know something of the same experience ; though, at 
other times, I feel myself sadly tosticated by the 
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When w« behold the heavenly state. 
The re«t that doth thy saints await ! 
What streams of comfort fill the sonlf 
Whft floods of hliM around Ht roll { 

Abpre the world by faith we rise, 
And taste the joys above the skies ; 
With angels feast, with angels joint 
In hymns immortal and divine. 

Qn wings of love still upwards borne, 
Downward we look with holy scorn ; 
The pmns and pleas^es of this life, 
Afford us neither joy nor grief. 

[The farmer hesitates] — ^There now, if I hsive not 
forgot how it goes on ! I am afraid I am too near 
akin to the old man, Master ^unyan calls Mr. For- 
get-good. 

Hen. I think I can recollect them father ; it is 
amazing what a heaven* seemed to be upon Mr. Chip- 
man's connteqance, whenever he repeated them. 

While we enjoy this blissful sight. 
With hearts o'erwhelmM with sweet delight ; 
We long to reach that heav'nly shore, 
And see this evil world do more. 

O how we dread to sin again ! 
Tis sin alone that gives us pain : 
We wish to melt in tears of blood, 
Because we sin against our God. 

But what are all these tastes of love, 
• To those we shall enjoy above ? 
Just as a drop to all the sea ; 
A moment to eternity ! 

Wor. No wonder that he felt himself so delighted 
with a liymO) 90 suitable to bis state-; but ^d he 
cQQtinMe in the same h«|p|ijr frame of mmd till his 
death f 

Hen. Why I remeonbers be righed twQ qr thfiff 
times, and seemed a little dejected. I r^miaded 
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him of that text, " When the tiieiny cometh in like 
a flood, the Spirit of the Lord lifteth up a standard 
against him." He directly said, '' Why should I fear, 
God is love : he hath loved me, and given himself for 
me. . He will never leave me ; he will never for- 
sake me."-^l cannot recollect half the good things 
he said, but I never shall forget the two last visits 
Mr. Reader and I paid him, oa the last day of his 
life. 

Loveg. It is very confirming to hear of the testi- 
mouy of dying believers in the Lord Jesus ; as I 
mean to make some improvement of this event from 
the pulpit, I should be glad of farther particulars. 

Hen, We were not a little surprised on the morning 
visit, at his first requesting that Mr. Fribble should 
be immediately st-nt for and that he might be de- 
sired to come while we were there ; and according 
to his wish, he was sent for directly. He then gave 
me the reason for the request, in some such broken 
language as this. As an instrument in the hands of 
God, how are we indebted to Mr. Lovegood for all 
we know ? It is the dying wish of my heart, that 
he may be invited to our town ; and I have no other 
desire to spea^k to Mr. Fribble, than to beseech him 
to lend the pulpit on that occasion to Mr. Lovegood ; 
and I hope it will be no injury to my poor penitent 
wife, and my dear child, if I leave him ten pounds 
to pay the expenses of tlie journey. Mr. Reader 
not only approved the plan, but mentioned how glad 
he should be to receive him into his house as a guest ; 
adding, that till he had corresponded with Mr. Love- 
good though he had so often read his Bible as a 
school-master, he never understood it as a Christian. 

Far. How did I ! in the days of my ignorance 
admire our Rector, Mr. Dolittle, for two sermons he 
used to preach against modern ^ThusisU^ and cu how 
il was impossible for any one to understand the Bible 
unless b# bad been brought up an Oxford schoUard^ 
but I did nol know that text in those days : '* 1 tbmk 
tbee> O Father, Li^d of beavw and eanbi thai thw ^ 
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hast bid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes !" 

Wor. Why really Mr. Reader's remark was a very 
excellent one, spiritual truths, can only be ^^spiritually 
discerned :^^ the Bible is a most delightful and sur- 
prising book to those who are under the illuminating 
grace of the gospel. 

Hen. Oh Sir ! the old gentleman has told me that 
he could scarcely attend to the younger class of his 
scholars, through perpetual surprise, how he could be 
so ignorant with that book of knowledge in his hands. 
But before Mr. Fribble came, I read him the twenty- 
third psalm, for I knew he wanted something short 
and sweet ; and how he was delighted with that pas- 
sage, *' Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with 
me. Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me !" Though 
he seemed for a time quite revived, while he was 
mentioning that you Sir, [To Mr. Lovegood,] should 
be requested to visit Locksbury, yet after that as he 
seemed quite languid, I proposed that we should 
have a iew words of prayer, and begged Mr. Reader 
would perform that office, at the request of his dying 
son-in-law ; and it could scarcely be called prayer 
after all. 

Loveg. No wonder at his hesitation on that oc- 
cassion. 

Hen. O Sir, how the good old man stammered and 
wept wiiile he prayed ! and I remarked that almost 
every word he made use of, was from his recollection 
of some Scripture expression; and his feelings were 
so strong, that he could scarcely utter those words, 
which he adopted and converted into the language of 
prayer, " Father I will that they whom thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am, that they may be- 
hold my glory.*' And after the prayer was ended, I 
was astonished to hear how well Mr. Chipman recol- 
lected that passage also : " Wc all, with open face, 
beholding as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory. 



even as by the Spirit or the hwpd ;" and wiilh what an 
eostacy of joy he quoted them. Jost then Mr. Frib- 
ble came in, saying, that though he was wilUng to 
perform his duty according to Mr. Ghipman's request, 
and therefore came directly as he was called ; yet as 
be was engaged with a youog gentleman, lo wbom be 
was giving socae lessons on tlie violin ; and that as 
be had left him rather abruptly, be was ia a borry to 
return. Mr. Cli^Nnan aaid, that he did not send for 
him for bis prayers ; bat as a dying man, io request 
him, that the Minister who had done iso much good to 
hb once beloved, but now unhappy wife, might have 
the use of his palpit to preach his Aineral sermon : as 
it was acknowledged by all, that tbeir own parish was 
notoriously wicked. 

fjoveg. Did he aequiesoe ? 

Hen. Directly Sijr, withouC tbe least besitatioa, far 
he bates preaching as mncb as yoa love it s and again, 
be ts under obli^sitions to Mr. Reader, for be ased to 
make almost all bis sermons for him 2 though be now 
b^ns to complain of the«» as beai^ written in foo 
Mtrid a style for bis eoogregation. 

Loveg. Why Mr. Reader, in iMie of his letters, 
honestly told me, that he was in the habit of eomponng, 
and transcribing sermons for many of the clergy about 
those parts; and as the price of them was seven 
shillings each, it generally produced him an income of 
between twenty or thirty {lounds a year ; for though 
Dr. Truster's loose copper-plate sermons were con- 
siderably cheaper, yet Mr. Reader's were much less 
likely to be detected ;* he wrote to me therefore, to 

^ An esregions blander of thia sort hcippeoed oDoe, eveo in the 
famous Unirenity of .Cambridgfe, at what is commoQly caUe<1 the 
Round Church : the Doctor has a notable sermon on these words, 
** See that ye fall not out by the way/' And so it fell out that it 
wai preached by different ministers three Sundays runoii]^. 
The clerk on the fourth Sunday admonished the preacher not to 
giye them a fourth edition of <* See that ye fall not out by the wtvy^" 
lor that the parish was rery peaceable. The reply was, that he 
hsd no other in his pocket, so that the people must have that 
or none. The reader would aot dispute the probability of tills an* 
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know how far I judged it to be a lawful occupation ; 
and without the least hesitation, I told him by all 
means to continue it ; only to write consistently with 
the plan of the gospel ; as not only the clergy them- 
selves, but many of their hearers, might thereby hear 
those truths, which they probably might not meet 
with, should he discontinue his occupation — 

fVor. (Interrupts) of sermon-maker-general, (I 
suppose we may call it,) to the learned clergy in those 
parts. But what a strange jumble this must make 
among them ail, if they still continue their old ser- 
mons, and the sermons Mr. Reader will compose, 
since his mind has been so much better instructed in 
the knowledge of his Bible. 

Far. To my mind, the parsons in the pulpits will 
be like the weathereocks on the steeples, Sunday aAer 
Sunday, and the people won't know which way the 
wind is to blow next. But I am afraid, at this rate, 
Mr. Reader will soon lose his custom. 

Hen. Why, father, I believe he has lost some of his 
custom already ; but after all this, I thought ]{f r. 
Lovegood's preaching at Locksbury, would have 
been quite knocked aside. 

JVor. How so Henry f 

Hen. Why Sir, Mr. Fribble continued to ask Mr. 
Chipman, "if he wished him to say prayers to him V- 
To which I replied, " Through the divine blessing, 
we have been at prayers already ; and I had the im- 
pudence to say, that as he was at present engaged in 
teaching a young gentleman to fiddle, he woulcfbe 
much disappointed if we detained him to say his 
prayers. And when Mr. Chipman said, " That to hear 
another say prayers was no object to htm, since his 
poor vile heart bad been taught ^^ to pray with ail 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit." But alas ! 
this language was quite out of the depth of Mr. 

ecdote, if he knew afler what sort of a fashion the churches, iu 
and about the neighbourhood of the UnirersitieB, ure unfortwitttely 
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Fribble's knowledge ; and he immediately said, that 
he perceived Mr. Chipmau's mind quite rambled, for 
that he had never heard of such a distinction before, 
between praying and saying of prayers ; but thai if 
his mind was better on the morrow, and if he then 
wished to see htm, he would call, and say prayers U 
him with all bis heart. 

Loveg, What a terrible calamity when such paltry 
things are entrusted with the care of immortal souls ! 

fPor. [To Mr. Lovegood.] I hope Sir, you will 
esteem this a call of Providence, to pay a visit to 
Locksbury ; though for ourselves, we shall be sorry 
for your absence. 

Loveg. If 1 could get my church well served during 
my absence, as this seems a providential call, I should 
esteem it my duty to obey ; but I shall be able to de- 
termine better after I have heard the conclusion of 
Mr. Henry's story. 

Hen. Why Sir, soon after this visit we went home 
to attend on the school, for I was quite Mr. Reader's 
usher, and in the evening, about six o'clock, we were 
sent for in great haste, with the information thai Mr. 
Chipman was dying. We immediately both went, 
and found him fainting away in the agonies of death. 
He seemed at first to take but little notice of us, as 
his eyes were in a measure fixed, but we could hear 
him distinctly say, " Lord, let me now depart in peace, 
for my eyes have seen thy salvation !" then added 
several times, " Precious salvation, precious salva- 
tion! O! precious salvation. And then, [to Farmer 
Littleworth] father, you know how I told you he took 
hold of my hand, and uttered these words, " Our 
light afilictions, which are but for a moment, work 
out for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory." And how much aflected Mr. Reader was, 
after he saw that he was dead. 

Ph>r, Well well ; the race was but short, though 
the result was glorious. But how must we break 
these matters to the poor widow P Thougli 1 hope 
she will feel the less concerning her husband's death, 



as she has for same time given op alt hopes of his 
recovery. 

Lav9g. Intked Sir, I still fear, she will feel exces- 
siveiyi as it was evidently throogh her misconduct 
thai her hosband was bi*ought to the grave. 

War. As Mrs. Chipmao must be informed of the 
eventi f know not what we can do better, than that 
yoU| Mr. Lovegood, and Mr. Henry Littleworth, 
should call upon her, and attempt to soften matters, 
by telling her the happy state of Mr. Chipmao's mind, 
previous to his death. 

Loveg. I knowofnootherplanthatcan be adopted. 
But Iwilljwrite her a few lines this evening, preparing 
her mind for the result, and to-morrow murning Mr« 
Henry will call upon her, though \ realty fear what 
will be the consequence, from the present state of her 
mind. 

fVor. [To Mr. Lovegood.] I have a great incli- 
nation to desire my eldest daughter to attend yon ; if 
she should join hands with Mr. Merryman, she will be 
frequently called on for such visits. 

Loveg, Sir, this would be a desirable event, not 
only as Mrss Worth}' is so truly serious; but as it will 
be a sort of evidence, how much you pity and f^^l ^^^ 
the poor, afflicted widow. 

[Thus matters were settled — ^The parties met ac- 
cordingly, but from the distant hint dropt in Mr. 
Lovegood's note, the first salutation was, "Oh! h^ 
is dead, he is dead ! I am sure he is dead ! while she 
cried and sobbed ineipressibly exclaiming against 
herself as the vilest of prostitutes, and as having mur- 
dered the best of husbands. Every attempt to soften 
her grief from the narration of the blessed effects, 
produced both on her husband and her father, though 
through her misconduct, was of no avail. Her nights 
were sleepless, and her days were spent in distracted 
^rief, till a total derangement took place. — ^Underthat 
disease she was racked with the idea that Sir Gharles 
Dash was coming again, to demand her as his 



j^rostitQte ; while with sereamf and execrations, she 
woaid mention her atter abhorrence of the man. — 
Then she would suppose that she was forced by a 
thousand infernal spirits to go, that she might be 
tormented with the damned, together with that mon- 
ster of iniquity. Then her distracted mind would 
depict before her, the specture of her reverend and 
aged father, beholding her with the frown of indig- 
nant detestation and abhorrence, as being the most 
IXnnatural monster that ever existed. — ^Then the poor 
child was next on her imagination : she was sure he 
was starved to death ; crying out against herself, that 
she was worse than a tiger, for tigers loved their 
young.-— As to her husband his murdered emaciated 
apparition continually haunted her ; and she fancied 
that all the people at Locksbury hissed at her, and 
cursed her whenever they saw her. 

In this deranged state, she would make such 
speeches to these difTerent characters, as were truly 
surprising, though highly romantic : sometimes she 
would speak profanely ; but in general,* piously and 
penitently in a high degree. 

In this state of mind Mrs. Chipman continued for 
six weeks, when afterwards, through divine mercy, 
being restored, she appeared like that object of our 
Lord's mercy, out of which the legion of devils were 
cast, '* Sitting at Jesos's feet, clothed, and in his right 
mind." 

From this circumstance, the reader will naturally 
conclude, that as yet he . cannot hear the termina- 
tion of her history, which in due time will be brought 
forward. 

During that interval, a continuation of the narra- 
tion, as it respects the Lovelys, together with somp 
Other events, interwoven with the subject, will, I trust, 
not be unacceptable to the reader. 

Yol. II. ?e 
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THi; LOYLIyS, the WORTHTS, MR. LOVECOOt), 
AND MR. CONSIDERATE. 



ON TH& DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION, AND ON DM* 
orderly's sentiments ON THAT POINT* 

jnLFTER the Lovelys had continaed above a week 
at Mr. Merrymaifs, they returned to Brookfield- 
Hail, and were agahi received with the accustomed 
hospitality of the house. It is with some regret, that 
for the sake of brevity, the conversation of Mr. Mer-* 
rynian, Dr. Orderly, and the Lovelys, while at San^- 
dover inust be omitted ; though from a certain con-' 
geniality of mind subsisting between Mr. Lovely 
and Mr. Merryman it might have proved entertain^ 
ing and good. The substance however, of what 
then passed, will be found in the conversation which 
took place at Brookfield-Hall, on the return of the 
Lotelys from Sandover. 

On the next eveing they retired to the menagery 
for their tea, where, a variety of the feathered tribe 
came around them, giving a sweet resemblance of 
the fearless state of creation, before the human race 
themselves, with other creatures, became ferocious 
by the fall. Mr. Lovegood, and the family of the 
Considerates, from Mapleton, were also of the party • 

Wor^ [To Mr. Lovely.] I am Very happy Sir, to 
see Mrs. Lovely look so much better, and that she 
appears so cheerful after her excursion to -Sandover. 

Lav. Sir, it is impossible to be otherwise than 
happy with Mr. Merryman : he is to be sure a most 
pleasant and engaging creature : and he is almost 

^ ^red among his neighboursi though he tells us; hp 
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was very dissipated^ [to Mr. Lovegood] till after he 
viras reformed by your preaching Sir. 

Loveg. Oh Sir ! had it been merely by my preach- 
ing, others who heard the same, might have been 
rearmed as well as Mr. Merryraan ; but a work of 
that sort could never have been accomplished, had 
even 'VPaul planted^ and Apotlos watered, unless 
God had given the increase." 

Lov. Yes Sir, but I suppose there must have 
been within him some of the native powers of inherent 
virtuej which were in a measure buried by depraved 
habits, and bad examples, and which were afterwards 
excited in him by your zealous preaching ; whereby 
throtigh the grace of God, in conjunction with his 
good resolutioT^, he was enabled to reform. 

Loveg. Surely Sir, yj3u have not imported these 
strange, dark, mixed notions of human goodness and 
Divine Grace from Sandover ? 

Lov. Oh no Sir, but Mr. Merryman, (and I greatly 
admire his liberal and candid disposition,) when I 
told him that I and my wife should like to have an 
interview with doctor Orderly, gave us a letter of 
recommendation to him : and I can assure you Sir, 
we met^with very different treatment at the Doctor's, 
from what I have received from Mr. Dolittle. 

Loveg. O Sir, the Doctor is a most excellent cha- 
racter ; there are few like him in the present day. It 
seems some years ago, there were many of others of 
the same family scattered up and down the country, 
but there has been a sad mortality among them ; and 
the present generation is very thin, 

fror. Were not Mr. Regular and Mr. Decent, and 
old Dr. Decorum of the same family. 

I^v. Yes Sir, I have heard the Doctor mention 
the names of those divines ; but he says that too many 
of the present generation who have succeeded them, 
though they are very anxious to keep up the family 
names, are but a spurious breed, and not worthy to 
be compared to the former. Now Sir, I hope you 
cannot be surprised that I should be influenced by the 
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religion of so good a man. I think you are going iM 
far one way, and I was going too much the oth^r ; 
and the good Doctor has toM me of a middle toay^ 
and I seem to like that best. 

War. Ah Sir ! I travelled that middle way once^ 
till I found it no wi^ at all. In short, when I was in 
it I was bewildered as in a labyrinth, and I thought I 
should never have got out of it. 

Lot, Really Sir, I think the Doctor intermixed 
faith and works together in a very Judidaui manner. 

Loveg. I am afraid while the Doctor was making 
up his mixture^ he sadly contradicted the language of 
St. Paul : " If by grace, then it is no more of works : 
otherwise grace is no more grace : but if it be of 
works, then it is ^o more grace ; otherwise work is 
no more work." So that it should appear, as though 
the Apostle was not quite so fond of mixtures as the 
Doctor. 

Lov. But Sir, before you find fault with ttie 
Doctor's notions, give roe leave to state them to the 
best of my recollection. " Now I remember he said, 
that God had made two covenants with man, the co- 
venant of works and the covenant of grace ; tha( 
man by the fall broke the covenant of works; that 
afterwards God entered into another covenant with 
man, called the covenant of grace : now I tbink Sir, 
as far as this, the Doctor agrees with you and Mr. 
Merryman. 

Loveg, Not altogether Sir, if the Doctor supposes 
God entered into covenant with man in his Jfiillen 
state. It never can be admitted, that God the eter- 
nal Sovereign, could enter into such a covenant with 
a set of rebels. The covenant was not made between 
God and fallen man, but between God the Father^ 
and God the Son, even the man Christ Jesus, who 
became the substitute for our sinful race ; or, to give 
it you directly in Bible language, he became *' the 
St^re^y of a better testament," or, the ^ Mediator of 
a better covenant, established upon better promises. '* 
Thus " he suffered the just for the unjust, that he 



Lav. Bal Sir, were there not certain terms and 
conditioDs required of man, whereby he might qua- 
lify himself for the merits of our Saviour ! And — 
[Lovegood interrupt^.] 

Lowg. Before you proceed any farther, I beg to 
ask^ which will require most, to qualify ourselves for 
heaven, or for. Christ K 

Lov. Res^lly Sir, this is a new question to me ; I 
wish you to explain yourself. 

Loveg. Which is of greater importance, the man 
who builds the house, or the house itself f I suppose 
you immediately answer, the man who builds the 
house. If so, without qualifying ourselves for the 
merits of Christ, we can as well at once, qualify our- 
selves for heaven itself, and this will pt^t Christ and 
bis great salvation completely out of the question ; 
for if we can merit the greater, we can certainly merit 
the less. 

Lov, But Sir, the worthy Doctor as much dis- 
claims the term merit, as you yourself; he gave me 
one of his sermons to read, which he composed on 
purpose, against the merit of works. 

Mr. Consid. I have no doubt but what the worthy 
Doctor's mind would rise with indignation and dis- 
gust against such an idea. All that we do before God 
can never be made suitable to that term. What merit 
can there be in repentance, which is nothing but an 
acknowledgment that we are vile, and whereby we 
confess tiiat we deserve nothing at the hand of God 
but death. And as to prayer, that only proves we 
ought to esteem ourselves nothing but beggars, from 
our very birth. And what is our love to God, but love 
to a being who infinitely deserves our love. And a^ 
to love to our fellow creatures, a man is little better 
than an unnatural monster^ wno is found witout it. 

Loveg. Yes Sir, and I. am persuaded the worthy 
Doctor has too much humility and goodness to admit 
the conclusion, which must necessarily be drawn from 
his mistaken notions of conditional justification. But 
if on cerfstin terms slnd condittms I perfo;:m fbe tSsk 

20* 
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proposed, for the sake of a reward, however low 
those terms may be, I then can claim wiiat the promi- 
ser has no longer a right to deny. And this brings mat- 
ters as near to the point of merit, as one point can be 
brougt to another ; and while the Doctor has too much 
decided humility, to admit the conclusion of his own 
doctrine, yet thousands and tens of thousands, by the 
same doctrine, have (alien into the like snare, and the 
merit of righteousness is the common claim of all, even 
very frequently of the most unrighteous, throughout 
all the world. 

Lov. I wish the Doctor were here to answer for 
himself. 

Wor, Twish he were ; for we all respect him very 
highly. 

Consid. I am sure I do, — though I never saw him 
but once or twice, as he passed by our bouse in 
Mapleton ; yet he wrote me such a kind and tender 
letter on behalf of a poor woman who was a parish-* 
ioner with us, requesting me that I would interest 
myself with the corporation, to put her into one of 
oar alms houses ; and after I had succeeded, the poor 
vt^omati told me what a many shillings and half-crowns 
the Doctor had given her, so that I have loved him 
eyer since. 

Lov. Then allow me to plead a little farther for 
the Doctor's religion, since you all acknowledge be 
is so good a man. He does not say that we can merit 
heaven, as I have before observed ^ but that failh 
and repentance, are only the mild and moderate terms 
required by the new law of the gospel^ whereby we« 
Oirough grace, avail ourselves of the merits of Christ, 
provided we properly perform them. 

Loifeg. I believe Sir, you will discover that the 
mixture you are now attempting will be found equally 
^s dtl^cult, as a mixture between oil and water. For 
I beg leave to ask first, can the Bible give us the 
(;haracter of a more exalted Christian, than what Is 
comprehended in that of a penitent believer 9 Is not 

*i tb^ character of the real penitent^ (tmt ht hales 
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all siD|*atid renounces it ? And who is the believer f 
Why one who has Christ dwelling in his heart by ' 
faithj who lives in holy friendship with God, through 
the redemption that is in Him, and consequently 
pants to be dedicated to his glory. . Then is a man^ 
who thus repeats and believes, a good man, and in a 
State of salvation, or a bad man, and in a state of con- 
demnation f 

Lov. O Sir, penitent believers are certainly in a 
dlate of salvation^ 

Loveg. Then how can faith and repentance be the 
Gonditioits of oQf salvation, when all that have these 
graces are saved already ? 

Lov. Is it not possible for a person to have these 
graces^ in order to his salvation? 

Loveg. Sir, it is utterly impossible, unless 'you 

tarn all things upside down; and unless you call 

make the effect produce the cause* Now these graces 

are the effect of our salvation, they cannot therefore 

be lire cattle of it ; any more than motion, which is 

the effect of life, cap be said to be the cause why we 

live or move : and so Bishop Beveridge settles the 

matter . ^* How can I do good works, in order to my 

justification, when I can do no good works till after 

I am justified V^* To malce out all these strange 

contradictory suppositions, we must conclude that a 

man mast have grace and yet no grace ; and that he 

must be a believer and an unbeliever at the same time. 

'< For he that believeth hath everlasting life." White 

he alone that *' believeth not, is condemned already, 

and the wrath of God abideth on him,'* Suppose a 

physician should say, " I will come and heal you on 

this condition, provided you first heal yourself." Now 

Christ is the physician of souls, and penitent believer^ 

are actually and completely healed: and if faith and 

repentance were the terms and conditions on their 

parts, they first heal themselves, and then come tp 

Christ to be healed. And if this doctrine be true, 

* Thi« quotation is from his private thoughft : I wfih tlfcm to 
he made more Dttbllb to ail (be world. 



A 



i46 BI4IiOGU£ XXVII. 

tbe need of si^vation by Christ is entirely put Ottt4>f 
the qoestiop. [Mr. Lovely hesitates exceedingly.] 

Mrs. Lat. my dear George, I am sorry to see yoo 
do perplexed for an answer: butyou cannot teUwluut 
1 felt while the Doctor was explaining what you a&d 
I were to do, that we miglu obtain tbe mercies of our 
Saviour. I thought if that doctrine were consistenJt 
with the Bible, I bad a task before me, which, inde- 
pendent of the grace of God, I should nev€»r be able 
to perform. But then I thought of these words in our 
Common Prayer Book: " Because through the weak* 
ness of our mortal nature we can do no good thing 
without thee, grant us the help of thy grace, that in 
keeping thy commandments we may please tbee.'^ 
[Lovely still continues silent.] 

hoveg. But Sir, with your leave, I have some 
Other questions to ask. What are your views con^ 
ceming human depravity f 

Lov. O Sir, from tbe general bent of the habits 
and inclinations of mankind, we are certainly very 
depraved. 

Laveg. Dear Sir, allpw me to press the point a 
little farther. Do you conceive that we are totally, 
qr only partially depraved ? 

Lon. Sir, it evidently appears that some men are 
naturally less vicious than others. 

Laveg, Then allow me next to ask, how are we to 
make out these queries, *' Who maketh thee to differf ^ 
and again, '^ What is there which thou hast not re* 
Ceived ?" and if received^ "1 Why yet boasteth thou?'' 
for the same apostle Says, " By the grace of God I am 
what I am :" and yet you have attempted ta make 
it out that there is something in roan, (that falleti 
creature,) which makes the dilSerence. Dear Sir, 
what are we to think of ourselves when we pretend to 
go by the Bible, and yet so grossly contradict it? 

Ikw. Why Sir, I am quite astonkbed that yntu 
should controvert the point, that it As divine gra<:e 
werkiog with our good desires. 
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Loveg. Bat from whence are we to get thpse good 
Besires, bat from divine grace ? 

L^v, Sir, Dr. Orderly supposes there is universul 
grace given to all, and that they who idiprove it, will 
entiik themselves to the merits of our Saviour ; and 
that others, who reject this universal grace, will be 
punished for their unbelief. ' 

Loveg. Then you admit that mankind are not 
totally but partially fallen ; and according to this 
principle, the less corrupted will accept this univer- 
sal grace, and the more corrupted will reject it ; so 
that none but a few of the best-hearted of our bad race- 
will ever be saved ; and then another of the Apostle'is 
queries is at an end. " Where is boasting then ? it is 
excluded. By what law f Of works, nay, but by the 
law of faith." For according to your doctrine dear 
Sir, the law of works must be the first turning hinge 
of our salvation : for all depends upon how we imlt 
and what we do, before the grace of 6od can have any 
efficacy upon the heart: so that the salvation of a 
single soul is a matter of mere chance, as it rests en* 
tirely on the creatures wilt ; and the sovreignty and 

fore4inowIedge <>f Ood, are enthrely trt^annad. Sb^ 
this is strange doctrine. 

jLov. Sir, I confess it is not in my power to follow 
you through such a labyrinth of abstruse arguments ; 
I liave not accustomed myself to such metaphysical 
discussions. But as you are so fond of quoting Scrip- 
ture, I think I can venture to meet you on that ground. 
I remember the Doctor observed to me that there was 
a little word of great importance, which stood won- 
derfully in the way of your notions in religion, the 
word was if. And I recollect he brought forward 
these words — "/f thou canst believe, all these things 
are possible to him that believeth :'* and "^ ye be- 
lieve not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins :" and 
then again Sir, about repentance is it not said, '' Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish." In short 
Sir, are not faith and repentance universally set forth 
as the terms whereby we are accepted f and were sot 
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ril the promises given to the Jews condmiaUy upon 
the lerms of their obedience ? 

Lo99g* Indeed Sir while you have already con- 
fessed that every penitent believer is a good man, I 
Cannot see^ as I have before observed, how he can be 
a good man and a bad man at the same time. But 
there are ^s of very different significations ; the con- 
ditional iff and the descriptive ^; while the vaunting, 
conditional if, can demand payment for what has 
been performed : the humble descriptive if describes 
the character of the good man, but gives God the 
glory. It is therefore very true Sir, if we repent^ 
tf we believe, if we love God, if we are of a forgiving 
temper, if we have pure hearts and clean bands ; iu 
short ; ^ we be found iu all holy obedience to the 
laws of God, we may assuredly expect to be received 
into glory : though I think Sir, after you have read 
the Bible a little more attentively, you will discover 
that what you now suppose to be conditions, which 
are to be peformed by tu^ are rather to be looked 
upon as mere gifts or graces, bestowed by the hand 
of divine mercy upon us; and if these good things be 
nM^ on his pgrt, they no longer cap be called con- 
iiUom on our part. 

fF(^. And farther, dear Sir, how are we to under- 
stand you, that it rests with us to do or not to do that 
which is good, according to our own choice. All 
very true Sir, we shall never do good till we choose 
to do it. This however is only begging the ques* 
tion,— -who is to influence the choice f The choice of a 
bad man will never be a good one, until a super- 
natural power converts and influences the heart. 

£iOV. Why Sir, are we not commanded to do all 
these things ; and does it not rest with us to do them, 
or not do them> according to our own choice? 

Catuid. And Sir, I heard Mr. Lovegood say not 
long ago, that ** if we, through the corraption of our 
own hearts, had lost all will and inclination to obey, 
Qad could never lose, nor renounce his right to com* 
inand." The law is, and must be, eternal in its 
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demandsi notwithstanding the eomipdons of hnniaD 
natnre ; yes, and that the ** law was eTen added be* 
eaose of trangression." 

Lw. Really gentlemen, this is pressing me Tery 
hard| for all of yon to argne against my side of the 
question ; and yet, I think if I coald hot reeolleet all 
that the good Doctor said, I should still be able to 
4tand my ground. I remember bow well he proTed 
OTen from the Bible itself, how absolutely necessary 
good works are, to recommend us to the merits of 
our Saviour : and what an excellent use he made of 
the account of Cornelius's conversion ; how that be- 
fore ever he was a believer, he was *'a devout man^ 
and one that feared God with all his house ;'' that 
'* he gave much alms to the people, and prayed to 
God always." And observe Sir, that it is said, ^' his 
alms are come op for a memorial before God ; and 
that "his alms were had in remembrance in the sight 
•f God." Nay farther Sir, it is actually said, that ' 
''in every nation he that feareth God and worketh , 
righteousness is accepted of him." 

Loveg. But Sir, even the chapter you refer to, gives 
tip the point for which yon unhappily contend. Was 
it not found necessary that Peter should be introduced ' 
by an immediate revelation, to tell even this good 
Cornelius, " words whereby be and all his house 
should be saved ?" and be went accordingly, preach* 
ing peace by Jesus Christ," and not by Cornelius's '' 
righteousness, testifying at the same time, that " to him 
gave all the prophets witness, that through his name 
whosoever believeth on him, shall receive remission 
of sins." It is a pity dear Sir, that you should make 
one end of the same story contradict the other ; let 
it only be acknowledged, that all the good things he 
possessed, were all the gifts of divine grace, previous te 
a still farther manifestation of that pardon and mercy ^ 
we all need, and receive through Christ alone } and 
matters are at once settled between us. The invari- 
able rule we should at all times go by, in the inter- 
pretation of the Scriptures, is to make them speak 
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eonsiitently with tbemselvef • Do yoa therefore, think 
yoa have proved ypur point against other express 
declarations of Scripture, that ^* by the deeds of the 
law shall no flesh living be justifled ;'' that ** the right*- 
eoosoess of God without the law is manifested ; that 
a^man is not justified by the works of the law, but b^ 
the faith of Jesus Christ ; while the Apostle farther 
gives this reason why Israel bad not attained to the law 
of righteousness, *' because they sought it not by faith^ 
but as it were, by the works of the law ; and again, 
they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and goin|; 

. about to establish their own righteousnest^, have not 
submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God, 
for Christ is the end of the law of righteousness, unto 
every one that believeth." 

Lov, Defir Sir, I again remark, you seem quite to 
misunderstand me. Our good works are not to be 

' esteeme4 as the v[ier%torious cause of our salvation, 
but only the conditional cause. Is it not said, " Ask, 
and ye shall have ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock^ 
and it shall be opened unto you ?" And was it not 
proposed, even to that wicked man, Simon Magus, 
that he should pray that the wickedness of his heart 
might be forgiven f and were not all these conditions? 
Loveg. 1 wish I did misunderstand you Sir ; but 

. if works are to be in any wise the cause, and especi- 
ally, as you seem to represent them, the Jirst moving 
cause, whereby we first move God himself ,\vfhQ c^n be 
moved by no cause,) to show us his mercy ; the second 
covenant which yon have admitted to be the covenant 
of grace, is quite as much the covenant of works as the 
former; and then what St. Paul said about being 
'* found in Christ, not having on his own righteous- 

^ ness, which is of the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of Grod, 
by faith," is put quite out of the question. 

Lov, Really Sir, I confess you puszle me, though 
I still think, if I were better read in the Scriptures, I 
should confute you. 
^ Lovif. Would you then attempt a farther dis- 
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cussioD on this point by bringing forward the histories 
of the Publican, Zaccheus, the Thief on the cross, 
and the Pbilippian gaoler, who Was converted by the 
power of the gospel, the moment when he was going 
to commit an act of suicide. What were the con* 
ditions of good they performed in order to their sal* 
vation ? 

Lov. Sir, mi^ht it not still be true, that divine 
grace met with some latent good 9 

Loveg, Ad observation of that sort has passed us 
already : but it has been answered by St. Paul — 
*^In me, that is in my flesh, dwelletb no good thing. ^* 
And the apostle's own experience is still more to the 
point than any of the former. He was '< a per- 
secutor, injurious," — ^' exceeding mad against the be- 
lievers in Christ ;" he was not only " a blasphemer" 
himself, but *' compelled others to blaspheme also ; " 
he ^^ persecuted them even unto strange cities ;" and 
wherever be could meet witli them, it was his glory 
^^ to put them to death." Such was his conduct to- 
wards Stephen ; for we are told, that ^^ he consented 
to his death, and that he made havoc of the church, 
entering into every house, and hailing men and wo- 
men, committed them to prison. Yes, and while he 
was ^^breathing out threatenings and slaughter against 
the disciples of the Lord," having availed himself 
of a commission from the chief priests, that he might 
bring all he could meet with " either men or wo- 
men, bound to Jerusalem ;" it was even at the very 
moment when he was determined upon the prac- 
tice of his most bloody designs, divine mercy met 
with him and saved him. I have indeed heard of 
some, who could find out an argument even from this 
to prop up the cause of their conditional salvation, 
because Paul did this '' ignoranily and in unbelief ;^^ 
here then matters tarn right about ^ and ignorance ( 
and unbelief zre the terms of salvation. At one time 
it is only faith and repentance, then good works at 
^^g^> glossed over by the term ** evangelical obedi- 
ence," though efiemies to the principle that renderi 
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them evangelical. However Paul gives another rea« 
son widely di£ferent from any of the former ; ^' For 
this cause [ obtained mercy, that in me first, (or as 
it more correctly means the cAtejT of sinners,) Jesus 
Christ might show forth all long-suffering, for a pat- 
tern to them that should believe on him to life ever- 
lasting." 

Lov. Sir, 1 feel I am not sufficiently acquainted 
with these points, to argue with you as I could wish, 
but I do not think we differ so much as we once did. 

Lov^. Dear Sir, matters me at once brought to the 
point we both wish, if we can but admit, according 
to the doctrine of St. James ( who is oftentimes put 
in direct opposition to St. Paul,) that " every good 
and perfect gift is from above, and cometh down 
from the Father of Lights, with whom is no vari- 
ableness, neither shadow of turning.'' Consequently 
what you call conditions required of us, I call gift^ 
bestowed by him. Repentance is his gift ; *< Christ 
is exalted a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance.'^ 
Faith is said .^' not to be of ourselves, bi:^t the gtft of 
God, and of the operation of God.^^ And when you 
talk of the conditional covenant under the Old Testa- 
ment dispensation, should you not rather think of 
another covenant, made with man in the person of 
Christ, settled ** up6n surer promises, and fixed upon 
a firmer foundation .^" And in order to decide the con- 
troversy, let as make an immediate reference to the 
word of God* '^ But now hath he obtained a more 
excellent ininistry, by how much also he is the Medi* 
ator of jpr better covenant, which was established upon 
better promises For if that first covenant had been 
faultless, then should no place have been sought for 
the second ; For finding fault with them, be saith, 
" Behold, the day9 come saith the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and 
with the house of Jiidah : npt according to the cove- 
nant that I made with their fathers, in the day when 
I took them by the band to lead them out of the hnd 
[>f Egypt : becauue iTicy continued not in my cpye^ 
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)Clailt, and I regarded them not, saith the Lord ; for 
Ibis is the covenant that I will make with the hoase 
of Israel after those days, saith the Lord : I will put 
my laws into their minds, and write them in their 
hearts : and I will be to them a God, and they shall 
be to me a people ; and they shall not teach every 
man his neighbour, and every man his brother, 
saying, Know the Lord : for all shall know roe from 
the least to the greatest, and their sins and their ini- 
quities will I remember no more. In that he saith, 
a new covenant y he hath made, the first old, now that 
which decayeth and waxeth old, is ready to vanish 
Bway. Heb. viii. 6 — 13. 

Cansid. Sir, I am afraid, that all your mistakes 
^rise from a denial of the total depravity of the 
human race. I just argued as you do, till I was 
convinced, ^' that in me, that is in my flesh, thei^ 
dwelleth no good thing. 'V I Was as unwilling as you 
Can be to submit to the awful truth, that God, since the 
fa]], had totally withdrawn himself from man ; and 
that, consequently, ''every imagination of the thoughts 
of his heart is only evil (and that also) continually ;" 
so that as there is no good in man, no good can come 
fiom man, but as implanted there by divine grace ; 
but when I thought myself to be only in this half-way 
fallen state, I ^as very contented with the same sort 
of half-way salvation, which the worthy Doctor has 
so zealously recommended to you. 

Lov. Really Sir, your notions appear very gloo my : 
though we are greatly depraved, yet, does the law 
make no allowance for us in our lapsed state ? 

Mrs. ot?. Now my dear, I suppose you are 
thinking of what the Doctor called his milder-law, 
which is lowered down to be made more suitable 
to us in our corrupted state ; and that God would 
Qow accept a sincere^ instead o( a perfect obedience ; 
and therefore, that he would put up with '' the inno- 
<;ent infirmities, incident to flesh and blood."* 

* This filUiy antimonian expression I well remember to have . 
43ontrorerted many years ajco, as I found it in one of the late Mr. ^ 
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Loveg. Why Madam, was it possible tBe good 
Doctor could make use of such expressions f They 
had better suited the lips of a downright Antinomian ? 
Could be suppose, that an infinitely holy God, could 
retract the law given, and also so strongly confirmed^ 
even under the New Testament dispensation, to 
" love biro with all our hearts ;" or as it is expressed, 
'' with a perfect heart :" and thus flatly contradict 
his own word, in order to make it somewhat more 
compatible to the corrupted propensities of our fallen 
race f did you not mistake the Doctor, Madam ? 

Mrs, Lov. I really so understood him Sir. 

Loveg. Why then you must have understood him, 
that this milder law can be nothing better than a 
mere nose of wax; that every one is to obey as well 
as he can, provided he does it sincerely. And that 
though I do not love God luith all my hearty yet I 
still love him though partially^ yet sincerely. Sup- 
pose the thief should say, though I am but partially 
honesty yet I am sincerely so ; as far as I can, and 
as circumstances will admit : and another should 
add, though I am but partially chaste, yet I am sin- 
cerely so $ while all of them might say, all circum- 
stances being taken into consideration, I could not be 
otherwise, for I did as well as I could. And again, 
as God has made a new law to put up with such in- 
nocent infirmities^ they are no longer transgressions, 

Fletcher's checks to antinomianisin ; the greet advocate (to say 
the best) of the double-refined semi-pelagianism of the day ; so in- 
conaiatent are these writers with themselTes. This old heresy^ 
whose proper nest is popery, has been revived in modem' days, 
under the name of arminianism, and the reader is requested to 
weigh the subject, whether their antinomianism, be not'a thousand 
times worse than what they wantonly charge on others. I ask, 
whatever good may be found among individualsi yet what have 
these modem prevailing notions in general produced throughout 
all Christendom ? A system of infidelity has polluted the understand- 
ing, and therefore it is no wonder, when Uiey talk of the fruits of 
righteousness, that their fruits are found to be as. the apples oC 
Sodom* 
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because they are not only not forbidden, but are even 
become edlowable, according to the terms of this new 
law. Now, " where there is no law, there is no trans- 
gression 'J^ therefore we are to believe, that it is now 
revealed from God himself, that the law is only partial^ 
and not perfect ; and a partial law allows a partial 
transgression, provided 1 transgress sincerely ; and, 
consequently, I gvwe perfect obedience by an impetfeet 
obedience, because imperfect obedience alone is re- 
quired ; and therefore, if 1 love God, and pray to him, 
And believe in him very imperfectly^ yet if I do it as 
Hncerely as I can, God will overlook all the rest. 

Bat let us undress these terms a little farther, 
that we may more fully detect their loose antiuo- 
mian ambiguity. What is imperfect, must have in 
it, in amoral point of view, the sin of omi^non, or of 
commission; so that what some call an imperfect 
action, I will venture to call an unrighteous one. And ' 
then I can claim the highest reward that can be de- 
manded, as we have before observed, even of Christ 
himself, for my unrighteous obedience : and as '* all 
Unrighteousness is sin," by my sinful obedience,'-'-^ 
Sinful obedience ! Sir, did you ever hear such con- 
tradiction in terms before ? To dream of salvation 
Hy such a law, must be a dream indeed ! And after . 
all, Is it a law f What does it define ? Can we con- 
iceive a looser guide f We must obey as well as we 
can, and the conclusion is dreadful. Farewell Christ 
and bis gospel ; for if I obey this new imperfect 
law, while the old perfect law is abolished thereby, 
there' is no doubt but that I may be justified by it, 
and then- the Apostle's conclusion is at an end : ^' If 
there had been a law given which could have given * 
life, verily righteousness should have beed by that 
few." 

Lov^ Sir, I wish I was as sufficiently master of the 
subject, as Dr. Orderly seems to be ; but I remember 
wefl what an admirable use he made of our Lord's 
sermon on the Mount, that it was all on moral duties, 
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Loveg. [interropts.] Not od moral duties d«tr 
Sir, bnt on those highly spiritual principles beloagiog 
to the real followers of Christ, as far different from the 
morality of the mere man of the world, as heaven is 
above the earth. The morality (if it most be so 
called) of that sermon amounts to diis, that the real 
Christiap is mortified to every vile passion, and most 
completely devoted to God. 

Lqv. Yes Sir, I remember the Doctor admitted 
what you say ; but then he observed, how strongly 
our Saviour urged these words, ^* Not every one 
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven ; but he that doeik the will of my 
Father which is in heaven." And that it is not only 
hearing our Lord's words, but doing them that en- 
titles us to the character of the Christian.-*-! know 
not how to give up conditions. 

Loveg, Dear Sir, has not all this been answered be- 
fore f While the fruits of righteousness deserve and 
prove the Christian, is this to pass for proof that these 
are the concfi^ioiM of his Christianity? But it is a pity 
the Doctor had not taken the whole of our Lord's 
sermon on the Mount, out of which you quoted that 
passage, into more close consideration ; he would not 
have found any thing of his mild, lax, new law in 
these chapters, allowing a little m, though in the 
very nature of things unallowable ; only because in 
our corrupted state we have an inclination to prac- 
tise it. Had he examined his new law by that ser- 
mon, he would have found the anger of the heart, 
the iaipilrity of the heart, the covetousness of the 
heart, bring us as much under the sentence of con- 
demnation by that law which commands us to be 
'' pure in heart, that we may see God," as if he had 
actually transgressed. So that after all, this reme^ 
dial law is nothing more, than the old heresy of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, newJy revived ; and it is aw- 
fully said, "Whosoever shall break one of these 
1/east commandments, and teach men so, be shall 
^ called the least in the kingdom of heaven ;" and 
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nothing can bring all these things more decidedly 
to the point) than what our Lord says in the same 
sa'mon^ '' Be ye perfect as your Father who is in 
heaven is perfect." It is a dangerous business^ to 
preach up a doctrine that has such a direct tendency 
to teach us to violate God's mt>st holy law, which 
. must be as eternal and as unchan^^ble as God him«* 
self. 

fVot. I am sorry Dr. Orderly should suppose that 
Christ came down from heaven, to abrogate the 
perfect law of his Father, and to set up an imperfect 
one in the room of it' Is not this making Christ the 
minister of sin, and did he not say just the contrary, 
in the very same sermon, when he declared, ** he 
eame not to destroy the Taw, but to fulfil it;" and 
that " not even one jot or tittle of it should pass away 
till all was fulfilled ?" 

Consid. Sir, as a farther illustration of your re- 
marks, we are to suppose that there was once a long 
measure of obedience fully defined, that we should 
love God perfeptly ; but that now an indefinite ihori 
one is to be introduced in its place; and that a 
party be it more or less, is 4o pay for the whole. So 
as it respects the payment of debts, full^weight money 
was once demanded ; but according to this new law, 
it is lawful to pay in short-weight money, provided 
we pay as well as we can. So that whether it be a 
ha!f,-or a quarter; or even less still, if the" law allows^ 
it, I perfectly fulfil the terms of such a law, by my 
imperfect payment. Thus, while the old law con- 
demns our corruptions, and demands perfect obedi- 
ence, the new law makes a sort of an undefined com-* 
position between us and God ; and 1 am sure, while 
this new law thus compounds for the sins of man, 
there can be no need of salvation by the Gospel. It is 
however, a strange way of ialkiag, to suppose a man 
pays his rentperfeetly^ though he pays it hut partially , 
provided he pays it sincerely, and as well as he can, 

Lov* O Sir ! the Doctor did not mean to go so 
far as this. 
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Lovtg* I am persuaded Sir, he did not ; but he ill 
conceives of the evil consequences of his owo doc- 
trine. Every expression which has a tendency to 
withdraw our minds from the perfect purity of God's 
law, must also prove eqnaHy subversive of the Gospel 
#f Christ ; and we may easily judge what an unhallow- 
ed influence this must produce on the hearts of men.-f- 
But pray Sir, did the Doctor show you any part of the 
Scriptures which settles this point ? I should have 
supposed that a doctrine so very essential in itself, 
would have been very plainly revealed. 

Lov, Sir, his references were rather general than 
particular. 

Loveg. I should suppose that such general refer- 
ences would best suit the cause, But did he not call 
this new-invented law, by the name of the remedial 
law ? 

Lov. I think that was the term he gave it. 

Loveg. No wonder that an unscriptural name was 
wanted for such an unscriptural doctrine ;* and I sup* 
pose the inventors of that phrase took it from the 
word remedy. A fine law truly, a remedy, for man's 
corruptions, by allowing a partial practice of them ! 
Pray Sir, what would you think, if the laws of the 
country were as badly framed as these supposed mo- 
dern laws of God ; if the laws against theft, voilence, 
and adultery, were to be " made easy for the practice 
of the present age ;"f and if a little latitude were to 
be given as a remedy on all these occasions, what 
would be the result of itf 

Qv. Sir, I am sure the Doctor never meant to 
encourage such immortalities. 

* I am aware of an objection on thia score, as it relates to the 
word THnity. Some will ask the question, in what part of Scrip- 
ture is that to be found ? I answer, no where ; its utility alone 
exists in superseding the need of long circumlocutious expressions, 
that have been defined a thousand times over : though others have 
followed their example in calling themselves Unitariant^ in coa- 
tradistination to Trinitarians, while they knaw that every Ttioita* 

'^H is as much an Unitarian as themselves. 

t See the title-page of the new Whele Duty of Msiu 
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Loveg. Sir, thoagh the purity of bis inteations is 
iodubitable, yet what have been the consequences of 
such sort of doctrines? Why a system of bx mo- 
rality has been introduced in the room of genuine 
Christianity. People have thereby been rendered 
careless and secure, in a state of mind, far inferior to 
what is demanded in the word of God. In short, 
preaching up (he merit of good works, has produced 
nothing but the practice of bad ones. Soch has been 
the case ever since the old standard doctrines of the 
Bible and of the Church of England have been ne- 
glected; the Churches themselves in most places, have 
been shamefully forsaken; and while the ordinances 
of the Sabbath, and the sanctuary, have been thus 
thrown aside^ we cannot wonder at the abounding 
wickedness of the day. 

Lav. But Sir, the Doctor's church is very decently 
filled, though not so crowded as yours. 

Lowg, I have heard it is Sir, and I am happy that 
the people give that tokdn of their esteem for such a 
respectable character. But look into other churches, 
where the same, or nearly the same sort of doctrine is 
preached by other clergy, much less respectable than 
himself. 

Lov. Sir, the Doctor is as much displeased at the 
careless lives of the clergy as you can be. You never 
see him out of temper, but when he is speaking 
about some of them in his own neighbourhood. And 
I assure you Sir, he never speaks of you or Mr. 
Merry man, and some other clergy, of your acquaint- 
ance, but in terms of liigh respect : though in some 
instances, be thinks you are mistaken in your doc- 
trines ; and from the same principle thai you object 
to his, that they have a tendency to make men lax 
in their morals : thougii at the same time, he is not 
a little astonished that there has been such a reforma- 
tion accomplished in your Parish ; and he is quite 
surprised to see what a good man Mr. Merryman has 
been made, by your preaching. 

Wor. But Sir, will you tell us plainly, if we ask 



254 oiALooufi xxTtr. 

the qaettioD, have there been any iostances of the 
inflaence of the Doctor's preaching on the hearts of 
his hearers, similar to those, which through the hies- 
sing of God, have been exemplified among others, who 
preach salvation by the entire mercies of Christ, to a 
ruined world ? 

XfOv, Sir, the Doctor laments that circumstance 
exceedingly. He says, he has had the satisfaction of 
keeping and coofirminfr the good in the habits of vir- 
tue ; but he acknowledged, even with tears, that as 
yet, he did not know that he had reclaimed any that 
were real ly vicious from the error of their ways ; though 
he thinks he knows a few instances of some, who are 
less vicious than formerly. 

Loveg. Indeed dear Sir, both you and the Doctor 
are strangely mistaken, if you suppose that the Doc- 
trines we preach, when properly understood, can in 
anywise have an immoral tendency upon our hearers. 
For, in regard to repentance, which you call one 
of the conditions of our salvation, and which conse- 
quently must be left in a great measure to corrupted 
man to perform by himself; yet we on the contrary 
believe, according to our excellent liturgy, that it is 
God who " creates in us a new and contrite heart !'* 
And again, while we believe we are by the Spirit of 
God, made to " abhor that which is evil ;" under sucb 
sensations we are satisfied it will be impossible for any 
of us to live in it,«»the existence of sin being the only 
hell we feel or fear. In short Sir, we believe that re-* 
pentance is regeneration ; it meails a change of mind, 
and it is impossible that a man can live in sin when 
thus, by the grace of God, be is utterly set against it, 
by being thus *^ renewed in the spirit of his mind." 

So in regard to believing, which you suppose to be 
another condition, which is to be performed by us. 
As we are persuaded that none but humble penUents, 
will be true believers, so none but such will fly from 
sin to Christ : and no one can fly from sin, that he 
may live in it, any more than a man can fly from the 
plague, that he may catch it. Again Sir, while you 
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conceive it to be a condition that rests with usy vr 
conceive it to be a grace of the Holy Spirit, wrought 
in na ; and that such a faith must purifv the heart, as 
thereby we are anitedto Christ ; and while we thus 
" abide in him, and he in us, we shall bring forth 
mnch fruit." Read the fifteenth of St. John's Gos- 
pel Sir, at your leisure, apd that will tell you what 
we mean by faith ; it is the most holy principle that 
can possibly rule the heart of man. 

Lov. Sir, I never thought that you meant to preach 
faith without works ; but as for me, I confess I thought 
that, — 1 confess I scarcely know what I thought; 
but 1 cannot stand my ground. If I am wrong, the 
Lord have mercy upon me, anH set me right ! 1 hope 
I have not willingly set myself against the righteous- 
ness of God my Saviour ; but 1 must ackno\« ledge, 
if we are such fallen creatures as you say the Bible 
represents us to be, I cannot see how ever we can 
repent or believe, while our natures are so depraved. 

Mrg, hov. O my dear George ! how glad I am to 
heftr you say so ! Do you not remember how much the 
Doctor himself seemed to be perplexed, when I asked, 
what they who felt their hearts so hardened and un- 
believing must do, and who still wished to be chang- 
ed ? and be answered, they should pray to God for 
his grace ; and then you know I said, that if God is 
to give us these graces, we cannot bring them to him^ 
till we first receive tbem from him. 

Wor, Why, we had it from good authority, that 
when the Doctor was ill the other day, and he re- 
fused the assistance of Mr. Jackadandy ; when it was 
thought he would die, be was obliged to give up all 
his hopes of conditional salvation. For that he had 
performed these supposed condtions so ill, that his 
sins of omission, like those of St. Angustin, were 
more frightful in his sight than those of commission. 

I^wtg, And let me farther ask you dear Sir, have 
yon in yourself that sufficient repentance on which 
you presume to quali^ yon for Christ ? 

Lov. [To his wife.J My dear^ I ftar I spoke too 
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hastily to yott, when you menUoned your concero^ 
after yon had first heard Mr. Lovegood. I mean to 
think more, seriously about these matters. I hope 
you will forgive me } and if I cannot think quite as 
you do, I will never oppose you any more. 

Mrs. Lev. Oh my dearest Greorge ! — [She weeps^— 
he weep»— *they all weep — and while these sympa- 
thetic tears interrupt the continuation of the Dia; 
logue, the concluding narration of the history of this 
faithful and afiectionate pair, must necessarily be 
deferred,] 



DIALOGUE XX Vm. 

MR. WORTHY AND MR. FREB, A FRIEND OF 1 Hi 

FAMILY OF THE LOVJELYS. 



CdNTAIJriNG THE CHARACTER GW ALDERMAN GRE£0V, Of 

UREOITON. 

X HE Lovely's were in the habit of making excur- 
sions about that neighbourhopd, that ey might en- 
tertain themselves with the scenery of the country. 
One morning they went to see a beautiful romantic 
water-fall, which being at some distance, occupied 
them the whole of the day. 

A gentleman of an easy and liberal mind, whose 
name is Free, an t>ld friend of the family 6f the 
Lovelys, had lately come into that neighbourhood. 
He accidently hearing that young Mr. Lovely was 
recently married, and that he was hospitably enter- 
tained at Mr. Worthy's, came over ti> see him ; but 
unfortunately, on the very day on which he went to 
see the water-fall. The reader however, by this event, 
will gain more information respecting the famiiv of 
tlie Greedys, especially of ihe great uncle, than other- 
wise might have been the case. 

Mr. Worthy therefore with his usual hospitality, 
insisted that Mr Free should be deta> ed that day 
at Brookfield-Hall, that he might not h disappointed 
of his errand. Mr. Free having been thus hospitably 
invited to the house, after some intro- nctory conver- 
sation, the follow ng dialoQffie took p ace. 



JVor. Have you long known the family of the Love 
lys, Sir.? 

\7"*v» IT aa 
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Free. Sir, Mr. Loyely^s father and I ivcre schools 
fellows, and vre have been in the habits of intiinaoy 
ever since : we were also near neighbours, till about 
five years ago. 

fVar. Then I suppose you lived somewhere near 
Grediton f 

Free. Yes Sir, much too near for the good of my 
health. The air of that place tiever agreed with my 
coDStitution. Our house was situated about half- 
way between Grediton and Fairfield, the abode of 
Mr, Lovely. 

War. 1 should soppo^ from what young Mr. 
Lovely says of his father, that he is a person of a very 
respectable character. 

Free, Very much so indeed Sir, though he married 
into a shocking family^ 

fVor. Yes, by his account the family of the Greedy s 
are a sad set ; his uncle has used him most cruelly on 
account of his marriage. 

Free. Indeed Sir, the conduct of his uncle in that 
business was not less treacherous and unjust, than 
the behaviour of Mr. George Lovely was generous and 
fair. He quite takes after his father. He is of an 
excellent disposition. 

Wor. I am quite charmed with him, he is such a an 
honourable youth. But it seems his uncle is determin- 
ed to cut him ofi* from every penny, on account of his. 
marriage, though he is his heir at law. 

jPree, So he gives it out. But I should not won^ 
der, when his rage is abated, though he is of a very 
revengeful and malicious turn of mind, if he leaves 
tim every farthing. I know all the family well — they 
are a strange set. 

PVor. I am afraid his mother is quite a Greedy, 
though he says nothing to us about her. 

-Free. Indeed Sir, she is entirely one of the family ; 
she is always aiming at that which is covetpus and 
mean , while. her husband is ju^t the reverse, 

Wor. It is bad work when the disposition of the 
I iisband and wife are so contrary to each other : but 
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he talks of a very rich, old great-uncle^ a lawyer^ and 
one of the aldermen of Grediton, who approves of the 
match as highly as the other uncle opposes it. Though 
I do not like to ask the young people any questions 
aboift their rich relations, as it always brings some 
paintul reflections to their mind ; yet Mrs. Lovely has 
mentioned several things to Mrs. Worthy, respecting 
his astonishing covetoitsness. From what we can 
gather, he must be one of the most remarkable misers 
that ever existed. 

Free. I should suppose, if you could search' the 
kingdom over, you would not find his equal : and he 
is not less wicked thati mean. 

Wor. I should suppose his character as a miser, is 
almost as complete as it can be. While the prodi- 
gal in the Gospel, like him spends all in mad and 
riotous living, till he becomes a mere pensioner upon 
the hogs : this miser it seems, though he feeds on the 
imaginary idea of his wealth, sustains the real evils 
of one in abject poverty. 

Free. As a lawyer, nobody knows better how to 
turn the pockets of others inside out, that he may fill 
hh own. 

Wor. The profession of the law turns in well for 
those, who can get rid of conscience and principle, in 
their profession. 

Free. Sir, from his childhood he was educated in 
all its subterfuges and chicanery ; the practice of 
which, for some years, proved considerably to his ad- 
vantage : but as he made it a point to stick at nothing, 
provided that he could serve himself, rather than his 
client, he had but little business after a while, except 
among those of his own sort. 

fVor. In this respect, it seems he was rather too 
roguish for his own interest. 

Free. Rather so; but then he procured for himself 
some excellent pickings through life, by being agent 
for the corporation to which he belonged. 

Wor. I am told he is immeosely rich. — Had he 
much to begiii with f 
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JFVee. His private fortune, as one of the y&nnp^ 
branches of a wealthy family, was no more than three 
thousand pounds, and from this eooiparatiyely small 
sum, either by his hoardin^rs as a miser, or by his get** 
tings as a lawyer, he is now supposed to be worth fifty 
times that sum* 

fVor. It seems he was never inarrted. 

Free. Report says, he never thoiifrht of marrying 
but once, and that was to a rich widow, who was 
nearly as frugal as himself. The marriage articles 
were uccordingly drawn out by himself: but when he 
came to lecture her on his methods of economy, and 
especially that he could nevejr allow but one sheet to 
the bed, as lying upon the blankets is the most whole- 
some, she begged to be off. Upon this he threatened 
to prosecute her for a breach of contract, and thereby 
picked her pocket of two hundred pounds. . 

fVor. What' a strange trick ! But all this was nd 
great sum to begin with, if what Mr. George Lovely 
says be true, that he is now worth upwards of five 
thousand pounds a year. 

Free. Sir, I don't doubt it. Hoarding and saving 
are all his delight. He is an excellent arithmetician ; 
and this talent be always exercises in the old]>roverb, 
'^ k penny saved is a penny goi." He was so well 
acquainted with the consequences of simple interest 
and compound interest, that report says, it was he 
who recommended that plan to the late prime minister, 
to pay off the national debt; and as on that occAsion^ 
he feigned himself a roan of property, he got a good 
slice of the secret service money for his advice, anor 
ther addition to hfs useless hoard. 

fVor. As to his personal expenses, it seems he is 
stingy beyond any thing. . 

Free. Sir, report says, he wore the same suit of 
clothes, of a dark grey mixture, for full fourteen 
years; and which most people remembered from 
childhood : so that he was known by the name of the 
^rey alderman^ And as he was uiuler the necessity 
3f appearing decent, that he might pick op a few of 
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those precioQS tfatngs called guineas, which be was in 
the habit of receiving, upon being consulted for his 
advice ; and when he appeared abroad upon his 
business, it is said, that to keep his best suit in a 
state of proper preservation, he adhered strictly to 
the following rules.— First, he never wore them but 
^ he was prc^essionally consulted ; and then if at 
bomej when any came for his advice, he 'would slip 
off his mominj^ gown, and put on his coat and waist- 
coat, and next cover his old patched tattered small- 
clothes with a silk handkerchtef, which was always at 
hand for that purpose. 

Secondly. As soon a« he had given his advice, these 
clothes were immediately slipt off, and returned to 
the chest, that they might be preserved from dust^ 
wind, and weather, till wanted again. 

Thirdly. Whenever he was called abroad, and 
when seated in an elbow chair in thdse ciothesj he 
would always sit like a trussed turkey, with his arni^ 
close to his body, that he might not damage the el- 
bows by any wasteful rubs ; the same care he also 
took not to lean back, but sat as upright as si dart, 
that the shoulder bones might not have the same effect 
on the back of his coat. 

fVor. What an astonishing instance of frugality, 
and care! 

Free. Yes Sir; and his old morning gown was ano- 
ther piece of curious antiquity, the real age of 
which could never be correctly ascertained. It was 
originally fabricated out of some old curtains, which he 
bought as a bargain at a sale, and designed as hang- 
ings for bis bed. But having discovered that these 
would he unwholesome, as they were likely to prevent 
the free cii'eulation of the air, they were by himself, 
who for the same frugal purposes, had pretty well 
learnt the use o^ the needle, transmogrified into this 
morning gown. His wig aUo, was another piece of 
valuable antiquity, which had been in existence up- 
wards of nkie years, and which gave him a very re-* 
spect^le and diderman-Uke appearaticiBi Tfah alsfo 
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was worn with the same frugality and economy, aad,! 
when done with, returned into its band-box with re-> 
inarkable care, when its place woiild be supplied by 
an old Welsh wig, which be luckily procured for a 
bad debt, together with some sheets and blankets, 
which he claimed in lieu of fees, from the executors 
of an old man, who died a few pounds in his debt 
leaving his grand-daughter behind him to execrate 
such a rapacious wretch ; who could thereby deprive 
lier of the small gratuities she expected for her at- 
tendance, and not even leave her a sufficiency to carry 
her grandfather with decency to the grave. 

Wiyr^ What a horrid wretch ! And is he as frugal 
in his house-keeping, as he is in fats clothing f 

Free. Sir, he ever insists upon it, that if people 
are troubled wiih rats or mice, it is their own fault ; 
for that it is a sure proof they keep too good a house; 
that as he has never been pestered with such sort of 
intruders, he has always saved himself the expense of 
keeping a cat ; so that if ever a rat or a mouse through 
mistake, should steal into his premises, one could 
almost feign to oneself the idea, how Jhey would 
stand with tears in their eyes, lamenting their sad 
mistake, that ever they should have found 'the unfor- 
tunate hole into that horrid land of famine ? 

Wor. Though none of us wish to be molested with 
such guests, yet I should be very sorry if the same 
fraternity had the same cause of sorrow in peeping 
into my pantry ; yet there can be no doubt, but thathis 
housekeeping was all of a piece, if rats and mice 
were so alarmed at the sight of it. 

Free. He was in the habit of remarking, that his 
expenses for himself and an old woman, who occa- 
sionally waits on him, formerly amonnted to about 
ninepence a day, but that of late they had been near- 
ly doubled. The common black tea he prefers, a$ 
being the most wholesome ; for where he can save a 
penny, be wonderfully studies the^ti^Aole^iMnes; and 
treacle and water, be adopts as his beverage, o&'the 
«ame account 5 though now and then, be allows 
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a pint of small beer, a$ a treat between bim and his 
maid. 

fVor. It is a wonder he has not starved himself to 
death. * 

Free, Sir, from the same principles he never allows 
the use of mustard, pepper, and scarcely any salt, as 
they are very expensive articles, and stimulate peo- 
ple's appetites to eat more than nature requires ; while 
the little scraps he buys at the market, are pretty high 
scented, before they are reduced to the price he choos- 
es to give. Sometimes he will even indulge himself 
with a little poultry, provided it has been rendered 
cheap through an untimely death. 

Wor. I never heard of such a filthy old hog in all 
my li(e. 

Free. But Sir, this strange old economist after all, 
while he is thus irttgal at his own table, can be vora- 
cious enough when he enjoys his repast at the tables 
of others ; and though he always says, it is a sure 
sign a man is a toper when he can uncork the bottle 
for his own indulgence ; yet at the table of others, 
the pop of an uncorking bottle, is not less pleasant to 
his ears, than the taste of the wine is grateful to his 
palate. 

fVor. Such curious instances of astonishing fruga- 
lity and meanness, I think I never heard of before. 

Free. Sir, I can give you other instances of the 
same sort : whenever he attends any of the corpora- 
tion feasts, made at the public expense^ they say, he 
will not only half starve himself the day before, that 
he may then satisfy his voracious appetite with as 
much as ever it will dispense with ; but after dinner, 
if he sees any thing that i^ moveable, such as biscuits, 
oranges, apples, almonds and raisins, dried sweet-* 
meats, and other such rarities, these will find their 
way into his pocket in considerable abundance. 

ffor. I wonder he is not ashamed of himiSelf. 

Free, Shame Sir ! why there is no shame in hina.—- 
For though the town is filled with misers, yet be is 
so much worse than the worst of them, that he is tte- 
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butt of general ridicule and contempt among them all* 
On one of these occasions, an artfal wag, contrived 
to cut a hole in his pocket, whereby his intended hoard 
was found scattered about the room as fast as he could 
pocket it. At another time, he was treated with tl^e 
intermixture of a nearly tasteless powder of a certain 
root, that acts as a powerful cathartic, which they 
say, had a very rapid effect after a most plentiful 
repast. Really Sir, I am almost ashamed to tell you 
these strange stories, but that you may understand 
how he would submit to any thing, sooner than forego 
the advantages resulting from his covetous pranks^ 

Wor, Whas ever such a creature heard of before f 
He surely never could find it in his heart to ask a 
friend to partake of a meal with him : if he begrudg- 
ed himself, he certainly begrudged his friends. But 
in his line, how could he avoid all acts of apparent 
hospitalities of this sort i 

Free, Now and then he was under the painful ne- 
cessity of inviting a person to his table, and giving 
them a dinner, but never unless under the expectation 
of securing their ctf&tom/or for some other lucrative 
motive ; and then he and his old servant would live 
upon the scraps that were left till quite musty. On one 
of these occasions, he treated his guest with a roasting 
pig, which, unfortunately lost its life by being over- 
laid by the ^ow, and which was not discovered till above 
a day after its death. — And then it proved such a 
savory repast to his guest, that it made him so very 
ill, that he thought it necessary to employ Mr. Greedy 
to alter his will, lest he should die; whereby he not 
only procured a couple of guineas for himself, but 
another guinea for a physician, who was nearly as 
covetous as himself, that he might obtain a proper 
recipe to dislodge the portion of the aforesaid pig, 
which had made him so ill. 

However on the next market day^ as report says, 
Mr. Greedy had the misfortune to be well paid off 
in return ; for having agreed on the purchase of the 
dead pig for a shilling, the woman who sold it called 
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after him, while be was seeking for his cheap bar* 
gains, as an old rascal, for that he had put her off with 
a bad shilling for her carrion pig, on the last market 
day, and demanded a good one in return.-— This he 
refused ; upon which the woman becoming clamorous, 
the rest of the market women joined in the uproar. 
They next helped her to seize him ; and immediately 
they all surrounded him, treating him with a variety 
of such language as they are accustomed to use on 
the like occasions, threatening to drag him directly to 
justice, if be did not exchange the bad shilling for a 
good one ; while he sadly against his will, that he 
'^ight get out of the hobble, submitted to their de- 
mand. Thus he procured his escape, though he had 
still to run the gauntlet through the market, each 
calling after him ; while one asked him what he would 
give, the next market day for a half-rotten turkey ; 
another offered him an old gander that had been kill- 
ed by a fox ; and a third presented him with a cheap 
offer of some stinking fish. It is Qot to be wondered 
that this treatment kept him out of the market for. 
above a twelvemonth afterwards ; nor could he dare, 
ever after that time, to appear but quite at the fag- 
end of the day, when he might avail himself of the 
bargains, without running the risk of such another 
rencontre. 

Wor. Well, in all my life I never heard of such a 
creature. No wonder, that whenever his name is 
mentioned, Mr. Lovely is silent, and shakes his head. 
But the old woman in the market treated him just as 
he deserved. 

Free. Sir, I can recollect a few more anecdotes, 
out of a vast abundance, which might be produced^ 
concerning this most contemptible miser. He is so 
covetous, that he scarcely ever can afford to buy a 
piece of soap for the purpose of washing himself. 

^or, A nasty old fellow ! one would think he 
would be poisoned by his own filthiness. 

Free, Really Sir, notwithstanding; this, when you 
see him out of doors, be, in general looks clean and 
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wholesome. But he will boast how he keeps bis skiii 
clean, by merely rubbing himself with a coarse dry 
cloth, which he observes, not only has the salubrious 
effects of a flesh brush, but saves him the expense of 
soap. In his way it should appear, as though he 
was no bad physician, but all bis knowledge in that 
line runs one way ; he has discovered, greatly to his 
satisfaction, that the half-starved poor, on the average 
actually live longer than the rich, who are over-fed 
with luxuries ; so that he seems now quite delighted 
with living a half-starved life, that he may live the 
iQUger and make a larger purse. 

War. Was it possible that he could go beyond all 
this f 

Free, Sir, be is the same man throughout. Once 
he had nearly suffered the penalty of fifty pounds, 
for making, with the assistance of his maid, his own 
taliow candles ; not only that be might evade the duty 
on his own account, but that he might also make an 
advantageous sioaap of a part of his stock, for bis 
black tea and brown sugar, at a poor little neighbour- 
ing chandler's shop. 

War. Had the, penalty been levied, I should sup- 
pose that the loss of the money might have broken his 
heart. But if he was the manufacture of his own 
candles, I suppose he could afford himself a little 
light ? 

Free. Sir, I have been told, though he makes bis 
own candles, yet he uses them very sp.aringly ; for in 
the first instance, he never burns but one at a time, as 
he has discovered that a strong liglit is prejudicial to 
bis eyes ; and also that it is a sin to burn out day light. 
His employment therefore, during twilight, they say, 
is to knit his own stockings, which from the same 
frugal motives, he has learnt to accomplish in a most 
dexterous manner. 

fVor. Have you any more stories to tell of this 
curious muck-worm ? 

Free. Oh Sir ! there is such a variety of them that 
they would almost fill a little volume. At one time he 
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bad neaily lost his life by suffocation, front the fumes 
of brimstone, having commenced the manufacture o« 
his own matches, under a discovery, that he could 
make many more for a farthing, than he could purchase 
for a halfpenny ; and at another time his life was in 
great danger, from his having been shot at, under a 
supposition that one moonsbiny night be was robbing 
a rabbit-warren, when the fact was, that he was only 
engaged in picking up the excrements of the sheepi 
and other cattle, that he might enrich his own garden 
by depriving a neighbouring common of its manure^ 
Such are some of the contrivances of this miserable 
Creature, that he may have plenty of ready money, 
for purposes not less villanoas, than they are mean. 

Wor* It seldom happens, but where a deal of cb- 
vetousness exists, ^cruelty and villany are sure to be 
connected with it. 

Free. I am sure it is the case with that crafty old 
harpy, for every thing he does, is with an eye to his 
own interest. It is looked upon as a remarkable 
instance of extravagance, at least in him, to give 
sixpence a week to a public news-room : but it is 
with a design that he maj' learn from the different 
advertisements, what is to be sold by the thongtless, 
and necessitous of every description. And from this 
principle, he is become a considerable land-jobber, 
whereby he has made several advantageous purchases 
of different estates. Some he sells again others he 
has in his own possession. 

War. What u long-headed fellow he must be — and 
what a character he must have among all who know 
him ! • 

Free. He cares nothing about character; for he will 
oftentimes tell of his covetous pranks, for the diversion 
of others, in a measure of the same^ stamp with him* 
self. I remember one of them was, that hearing, by 
the papers that an estate was to be sold not far from 
Grediton, and that London was to be the place of 
sale ; be first contrived to get himself subpoenaed to 
attend a trial, at an assize in the town, through which 
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he most necessarily pass. As his de{Mirtiire from 
benei being a professional man, might prove a con^ 
siderable loss to him, the eharge he made was so high, 
that it completely paid his stage coach expenses^ 
during a joarney of near four hundred miles, before 
he accomplished his return. He not only lived at 
free cost while he was on the business of the trial^ 
but when there pocketted sufficient i^rogf to take him to 
London. On his arrival there, he entered the auction* 
room as early as he could ; and this being plentifully 
provided with biscuits, wme, and other good com- 
modities of the same sort, being sharp set, aAer his 
long journey, he first made a most plentiful meal, and 
next loaded his pockets with a quantity, sufficient to 
furnish him with provisions for his returi), that he 
might not be at the expense of eating at an inn. 
The whole of his travelling expenses amounting but 
to fifteen pence, for a little gin and water, or small 
beer, after so long a journey, and after having pur- 
chased an estate amounting to full three hundred 
pounds a year. 

fVor, Sir, If I bad the least reason to doubt your 
veracity, 1 should at once say it is impossible. But 
when covetousness is thus reduced to a system, al- 
most any thing may be credited, that the wretched 
system may be aided by. I am afraid he was a hor* 
ridly extortionate landlord. 

Free, Why Sir, after all, (for I know a deal of the 
family,) this wretched cormorant, who never got fat 
by all he devoured, does not over-rate his tenants ; 
but all this is from the same principle, that they may 
not beggar his estates ; for though he is moderate in 
his demand of rent, yet he can make such immoderate 
demands of improvements as it respects the planting 
of timber trees, clearing of wastes, and keeping 
the lands in a proper condition^ that it is supposed, 
that no estates are in a better trim than his. 

Wor. So far as that goes, if he is fair «nd moderate 
in regard to reat, what serves the landlord, serves 
the tenant, and I find all my tenants, as they are used 
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well, jmy well. That mercenary landlord who op- 
presses his tensmtSy is generally served as be deserves 
-«*lhe]f beggar bis land, and break in his debt. 

Free. Ah Sir ! without flattery, yonr name as a * 
landlord, will live a long time after you are dead. As 
far as this however, old alderman Greedy follows 
your example. But if any of them are in arrears, or 
should perchance, through misfortune fail in his debt, 
he directly attacks them, as the most opressive vul- 
ture that ever lived. The cry of the widow and the 
orphan, never reaches his callous heart : the accom- 
plishment of their ruin is sure to take place, sooner 
than he will miss by lenity, what he can extort by 
law. . 

JVor. Why of the two, one should rather suppose, 
he is a greater monster of iniquity than the posses- 
sor of thd family estate at Grediton Hail. 

Free. Sir, in point of principle, the one is as bad 
as the other : but in regard to mere covetousness, so 
far as it relates to tha art of saving, the old alderman 
far exceeds him. As to usury, it is his supreme de- 
light, so far ai^ he can evade the lash of the law. He 
is sure to deal with the extravagant spendthrift, if he 
can cover himself by collateral security from the most 
distant danger of a loss ; and these may depend upon 
paying most severely for their folly.-A sinking trades- 
man, is also sure to get money from him, provided he 
can procure a bond in judgment for himself: for it is 
no matter with him who is cheated, provided he is 
benefitted. 

Wor. A bond in judgment ! yes, those rascally in- 
siruroeiits of legal process, might do well enough for 
him, while they entirely sweep away the properly of 
other creditors, v»ho may have an equal claim. But 
can a man of character or conscience, for a moment, 
bear to possess such villaneus instruments of law ? 

Free. No matter for all this, or ten times worse. 

These miserable raaracters would strike his rapacious 

eye with infernal delight : like a complete vulture, as 

sure as he -covHA seize them in his talons, he would 

v^. II 23 
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hold tbem fast, till they became entirely subject to hi# 
mercy,— a graio of which he never possessed. 

War. What horrid mischief the love of money 
does to the human mind ! 

Free. Why Sir, the mind of lawyer Greedy, is 
scarcely human. Cruel as the spider when the help-* 
less fly is entangled in his web, whicb^ he is sure neve^ 
to leave till he finishes his existence by mucking bis 
blood ; so this unfeeling fiend in human shape, who 
cares for no one but himself, when he has these un- 
wary sufierers safely toiled in these cruel instruments 
of law, tortures them at his pleasure ; and while 
there is any blood in them, being as crafty as he is 
druei, he is sure to find it out ! 

War, What a monster of a man ! 

Free. Sir, he is one who knows no interest but what 
centers in himself. If ever he appears generous, it 
is only with some feigned designs. He would be a 
bearable character, were he merely covetous for him^ 
self; but his covetousness urges him on to every thin^ 
that is wicked and unjust, while at the same time, he 
is one of those lon^s:- beaded, crafty-minded fellows, 
who scarcely ever expose themselves to the lash of the 
law; but under the cover of the law, he will acta 
part the most villanous, and unjust. If he had not 
been as cunning as he is knavish, he would have been 
banged long 9go. Butout of respect to his nephew^ 
I am ashamed to tell all I know. 

Wor. I shall never wound the tender feelings of 
this amiable youth, by giving him the most distant 
hint respecting the subject of our present conversa- 
tion : but stiU I have a curiosity to hear mqre about 
him, and his difierent {ricks. 

Free. Tricks indeed ! I recollect the following 
master-piece of hisvillany, which he accomplisbed 
about ten years ago. Though he had scarcely any 
creditable business in his profession, yet he was in the 
habit of being employed by some, fkho were as covet- 
ous and as mean as himself. Nothing delighted 
him more^ than to make people's wills for them, and 



tbis he was glad enough to do gratis, provided he 
could secure a legacy for biaiself. He bad a job of 
this sort in haod| for two old people that were stvop- 
keepers ia the same town ; Simon Grasper and bis 
wife. In this will be absolutely left all tbat be was 
possessed of to her, only empowering her to leave it 
to bis nephew next, if site saw fit. For it seems the 
young man who once served in his sbop, had given 
him considerable offence^ by retiring from the town 
without his consent, as it was a situation he hated^ 
and by marrying a young woman in the West of Eng* 
land, with little or no fortune. 

The old man died first, and this put the widow 
completely into old Greedy^s hands. His first attempt 
was to give broad hints that lier nephew was in- 
clined to be improvident, and a spendthrift, and tbat 
trustees might be needed, and how happy he should 
be to perform that office, out of respect to his old 
friend that was now dead« She however did not 
choose' to take the hint, and thought old Greedy was 
too far advanced in life for that office, and therefore 
insisted that another will shouM be made according 
to her husband's wish, leaving all her property to the 
nephew excepting a few trifiing let^acies, and some 
comfortable residuary pickings for himself, and fool- 
ishly sufiered tlie old harpy, to be whole and sole ex- 
ecutor to the wilL 

Wor. This was giving him an opportunity to 
fleece tbejxi) -according to his heart's desire. 

Free. Yes Sir, and by all accounts he did it com- 
pletely, for it seems the old people had mustered to- 
gether in difierent efifects, upwards of three thousand 
pounds, and it always was supposed that the round 
sum of three thousand pounds, was actually left for 
the poor nephew and his family : but upon the death 
of the old lady, which took place about a year after- 
wards, it was discovered on the opening of the will^ 
£300 instead of £3000 was all that fell to the poor 
nephew's share, and it is the general conjecture Of 
all, that the old scoundrel altered the word thousand 
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into hundred : for as executor, he kept the will in 
bis own possession, and cheated the old dame with a 
false copy of the will, which as it is supposed, he took 
care to destroy as soon as the breath was out of her 
body. 

^or. Why a less crifflinal action has brought ina*- 
ny a one to the gallows. But were no efforts made 
to detect the fraud, and to bring him to justice ? 

Free. It was thou^rht of by many, but he not only 
took care that there should be. no evidence against 
him, while reports were frequently trumped up, that 
both the uncle and aunt meant to cut him short, be- 
cause he had an inclination to be extravagant ; or in 
other words, because he wa3 not so covetous as them- 
selves. 

Wor. What a vile wretch ! It seems he is of a 
great age. 

Free, Yes Sir ; but the last time I was informed 
about him. I heard he was as keen after money as 
ever, grasping after the world as eagerly as if he wer<s 
never to leave it. 

Wor, One would supi>ose that it is scarcely possible 
that a single drop of the blood of the G reedy s could 
be fuund in young Mr. Lovely ; he seems to be of such 
a beautiful turn of mind. But he has the satisfaction 
of it within himself As to such wretched creatures 
as the Alderman it is a righteous judgment of God, 
that every evil should be attended with its own pu- 
nishment. 

Free, I have that opinion of Mr. George Lovely, 
that if ever he possesses any part of the family pro- 
perty, he will be a shining character. I hope Sir, his 
tender delicate wife is upon the recovery, since they 
have been so hospitably received in your delightful 
place. — ^The scenery is very enchanting. 

fVor. Yes Sir, she is considerably better. 

Free, I am sure, if she recovers her health any 
where, no place can be better calculated for that pur- 
pose than this. 

fVor. Yes Sir, the kind providence of God has 
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favoured us with a pleasant situatioD. If you are 
not too much tired after your ride, perhaps you would 
like a walk ; for you must not leave me till you have 
seen the Lovelys. 

Free. Oh Svr ! I never thought of intruding myself, 
into your house ; I meant to have ridden two miles 
farther to Mapleton, after I had seen Mr. George 
Lovely ; but just at the bottom of the hill, a little be- 
fore I came to your park-gates, I passed by a delight- 
fully snug public-bouse^ with a tablet over the door, 
containing such sort of poetry, as I never saw exhibit- 
ed at any public-house before and it was my design 
to have taken up my abode there. 

Wor. O yes, they are quite orderly people, and 
would entertain you very decently ; and though I 
shall be sorry to deprive the honest landlord of his 
customer, yet 1 must not part with you as my guest ; 
I know the Lovelys will return before the dew of the 
isvening, as the state of her health demands peculiar 
<:are— Come Sir, we will put on our hats, as we can 
ivalk and talk at the same time. 



The proposal was agreed to. As the conversation 
^nly turned upon the beautiful prospects, and the 
elegant, yet romantic views abou^ Brookfield-Hall/ 
it need not be repeated. However I should judge, 
some of my readers may suppose what has been suf- 
ficient to startle their credulity, has been reported, 
respecting the remarkable covetousness of the old 
Oredition alderman. Should it alsu be suspected that 
I may have blended two or three known characters^ 
into one, the reader shall enjoy his own conjecture. 
After all, let him remember the well-authenticated 
characters of the late Mr. Elwes, (though for many 
years in padiament for Berkshire :) the famous Baron 
D'Aguilar, belonging to the Starvation Farm-yard^ 
near Islington : that filthy old economist, Daniel Dan* 
cer, Esq. late of Pinner, in Middlese^i : who at times, 
firerafly Kved on carrion, and actually died in a saek^ 
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about ten years ago, though worth three thousand 
pounds annually : his sister also, being just such ano- 
ther economist as himself; and that a living witness 
of the same sort of unaccountable economy, till very 
lately existed in the keeper of the dirty warehouse in 
Leaden hall-street : and then 1 believe it will be ac- 
knowledged, that the character of the miser, as exem- 
plified in the Grediton Alderman, is by no means 
caricatured, the general conduct of others of the same 
tribe being brought into consideration. 

Let the present subject be concluded, with a re- 
mark of the inimitable Bishop Hall. — *' The covetous 
man is like the spider ; he doqs nothing but lay his 
nets to catch every fly, gaping only for a booty of 
these flies, he consumeth his own bowels, so that 
which is his life, is his death ; and yet he is least to 
be pitied, because he makes himself miserable : like 
wicked Abab, the sight of another's vineyard turns 
him sick at heart; he wants it for himself. He hates 
fats neighbours, as bad as he is hated by them, and 
would sell his best friend, (if he had one,) for a groat. 
He pines his body that be may damn bis soul ; and 
whenever disappointed of his expected gain, through 
the accursed discontent of bis mind, he would des- 
patch himself, but that he is loath to cast away money 
on a cord." 



DIALOGUE XXIX. 



THE LOVELYS, THE FAMILY OP THE WORTHYS, 

AND MR. LOYEGOOD. 



CdNTAtNING AN ACCOUNT OF THEIR DEFARTURE 
FROM BROOKFIELD-HALL, 

^FTER Ibe eveot of the former dialogue, the 
Lovely s still continued a< Brookfield-HalU Their 
design was to have provided for themselves some lit- 
tle retired cot in the village, and having fixed upon 
one that suited their taste, they were about to fit it up 
in the style of those who find much happiness in a lit- 
tle, provided they are blessed with happiness in them- 
selves : while this step was not less satisfactory to the 
Worthys, who did all in their power to forward their 
design. The only conditions were, that as Mr. Lovely 
was not as yet thoroughly settled, respecting the di« 
vinity of the respectable Dr. Orderly^ he might now- 
and-then attend his Cburcb on the Sabbath-day < 
Even as yet Mr. Lovely seemed scarcely beaten out 
of all bis strong holds of confidence in himself; for^ 
to the very last week of his continuance in those parts^ 
fae was somewhat inclined to keep up his opposition 
to the gospel way of salvation by Jesus Christ; and 
therefore tried if be could not do more by his pen in 
bis chamber, than what he could by conversation. 
All this he intended for tbe perusal of Mr. Lovegood; 
yet tbe more be studied the Bible, to make it com- 
patible with his pwn sentiments, the more be was 
cofifimd ; and the more he wrote, the less be liked 
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it ; till at length he was obliged to commit all his 
writings to the flames, and soon became as humble 
and as lowly as a child ; while he could scarcely speak 
against his stout opposition to these things to Mrs. 
Lovely, without a tear starting from his eye, that ever 
be should have given her a moment's grief on that 
Subject; intermixed with holy gratitude, that now 
the silken cords of Gospel love, bad united them still 
more than ever in heart and affection to each other, 
through the powerful influence of that love, which 
makes us all out in Christ Jesus. 

Mr. Lovegood's mind, at the same time, was led 
out in great thankfulness for these fresh instances of 
divine mercy, manifested through him, as a Minister 
of the word of life. But alas ! very soon after this 
an unexpected summons to Mr. and Mrs. Lovely made 
a separation immediately necessary. The post, with 
the tidings of his great uncle's dangerous illness, 
reached Brookfleld on the evening of Sunday; and 
Mr. Lovegood was sent to that evening, to take an 
early breakfast with the family on the Monday morn- 
ing, that he might be with them at the time of their 
departure. — Such an interesting and sympathetic 
union, had now taken place between all parties, as 
rendered this last interview very affecting* The 
reader therefore, must expect the language to be very 
broken. 

Lo^, [With his eyes embossed with tears, to Mr,. 
Worthy.] Dear S;r, what shall I say to you (or all 
the great love and kindness with which you have fa- 
voured us poor outcast strangers, since we have been 
in these parts ? 

fVor. Say Sir ; whj' nothing. Dou^t you think 
pur pleasure has been as great as yours, in being fo- 
voured with you and Mrs. Lovely as our guests ? 

Lov, Sir, my dearest Ann has said it a thousand 

times, that the kindness, and a^ctionate hospitality 

with which you have received us, has been the pre- 

ervatioa of her life. It appears as if she had for- 

otOen all her sorrows, through the happiness we bav^ 



f^njoyed in being yaor goesls, though I cannot tell 
how perverse, and ankind i seem to have been, in 
holding such arguments against you and Mr. Love-» 
good, opon matters, 1 now find, that I so ill under- 
Stood. ^ 

War, Dear Sir, you could not have been mor^ 
perverse than I was, till the grace of God, accompa* 
tiying his truth compelled me to yield. At one time 
I was so exasperated against Mr. Lovegood, when he 
first became our vicar, that I had a great inclination 
to write to the Bishop against him ; while at another 
time, I found I had more to blame in myself, than in 
Mr. Lovegood's preaching. 

' Mrs, Lov. My dear George, do not be grieved ; fot 
I know yon did not mean to offend Mr. Worthy, Mr« 
Lovegood, or any one else by what you said ; and you 
have often told me so of late ; though I was at times, 
exceedingly sorry to hear you argue so strenuously, 
for what I then thought you would soon acknowlede 
to be wrong. 

^ Lov. Yes my dear, I was wroug; I am now con* 
vinced I was wrong, in being such a Arenuous advo* 
cate for such a cause : and I am gritved at the per* 
verseness with which I carried it on. But still I 
would not but have visited Broo!;field (qr ail the world. 

Loveg. Indeed my dear Sir, these controversial 
conversations, if they deserve that name, as they have 
been carried on between us, have effected us in a very 
different' point of view, We were both equally earn* 
est in our own cause, and we have equal reason to 
claim your forbearance, as you have to claim ours. 
But on the contrary, we were happy to find you so 
inquisitive upon the subject, and that you were so 
determined to feel your ground every step you trod ; 
it is nothing better than a mark of folly and hypocrisy, 
to yield without conviction. 

Mrs. Lov. Why then dear Sir, I am afraid I may 
not be right ; for I plainly saw, what a state of igno- 
rance I was in, from the very first time I heard vpu 
preach. 
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Loveg. My dear Madam, yoa most not admit such 
ft thought for a moment. Was not Lydia's heart 
opened by the Lord, the instant she heard the preach- 
ing of Paul at Phillippi ? 1 have known some who 
have drawn the most terrible conclusions against 
themselves, because they have not felt all those hor* 
rors of mind, which some may unguardedly speak of, 
under the first discovery of the evils of their hearts, 
while after all, nothing but a holy love to God, truly 
converts the soul, and constrains us to obey. 

IjOv* Well, well ; what a providence it was, that 
when we designed to have travelled to Ruekford, we 
should have missed our way so as to take the road to 
Mapleton ! But I now trust it was, that we might 
find our way, to be brought to see what we never 
might have known, had it not been for this merciful 
event. Dear Sir, let me again ask, what return can 
I ever make to yourself and family, for all your un- 
common hospitality and kindness f 

War. Sir, it is all settled. Give us a promise that 
you will repeat your visit as speedily as yciu can. 

Mrs. and JKiss fVor. And we must insist upon it 
that you bring Mrs. Lovely with you. 

Mn. Lov. O Madam ! to my latest moments, and 
I trust to all eternity, i never shall be able to ex« 
press the gratitude of my heart for the mercies of this 
visit. 

Lov. Ah Madam ! my dear wife will never start 
any objection against that proposal. We were obliged 
to surmount many difficulties before our union could 
be accomplished, and now we feel doubly united. I 
cannot doubt biit that the religion of the Bible, will 
make us one of the happiest pairs upon earth. [To 
Mrs. Lovely, taking her by the hand.] My dear, you 
were right, and I was wrong. Forgive me that 1 have 
contradicted you so often ; I am^ sorry for it. [He 
stifles his grief, and addresses Mr. Lovegood.] Dear 
Sir, I bless God a thousand times that ever I knew 
jrou. ^ I confess, that at first I was very angry with 
you in my heart, because the mind of my dear wife 



Vras SO Biacb discomposed by what you said. When 
1 think by what a perverse spirit I was actuated, it 
Cuts me to the heart* Impute it to my ignorance, and 
forgive me. But 1 can assure you, 1 never parted 
with one I loved so much, since I have seen into the 
pride and presumption of my wicked heart. [Mr. 
Lovegood being quite overcome by the address, eould 
make uo answer, but retired out of the room.} 

W0r. [To Lovely.] Sir, your conversation acts to6 
powerfully on the feelings of that good man. 

Lov. Yes Sir. And it was but a little time ag6 
tbat I was jealous and suspicious of every word he 
Said. And what pains I took to persuade my dear 
wife to leave your house, that I might have her at a 
distance from hearing those blessed truths, which I 
now leave with such regret ! But I cannot express 
what 1 feel in being deprived of such an instructor, 
just as I have discovered how ignorant and ill-in- 
structed I have been all the days of my life. This 
painful circumstance affects me more than I can ex-^ 
press. And what a scene will be exhibited before 
me, if I find my old uncle on this side of the eternal 
world; while I feel myself so incapable of instructing 
hitttj and he at the same time, so unfit to die ! 

fVor. Oh Sir, as you must go post, and as yout 
servant is to follow you with your vehicle, he will 
have room to carry some of the publications of our 
good old divines with him, s^ich as Hall, Daveiiant^ 
Usher, Leighton, and others, who were the real ad- 
vocates of the doctrines of the reformation, authors, 
not less eminent, though less dignified ; and let 
these, dear Sir, be your instructors, till we see you 
again ; I will go irito my library, and pick you out 
some of them — But I am sorry, that you have cause 
to apprehend so. much, as it respects the state of your 
uncle's mind. 

Lov. O Sir! I should be ashamed to tell all 
I know or think of him. [To his wife.] My dear 
creature, what shall we say to him, should we finil 
him alive ? Oh what would I give, if (hat dent 
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* 

man, who has now left the room, could but go wiib 

OS ? 

ffor. An excellent thought ray dear Sir ; for 
though we are always very sorry to part with Mr. 
Lovegood ; yet, for the good of others, I should sup- 
pose such an event is by no means impracticable ; 
and I dare say, if Mr. Lovegood can but procure (he 
assistance of Mr. Goodman, who is at present dis- 
engaged, having been turned out of his curacy by 
his Rector, he on his own part will have no objec- 
UoD. 

Mrs> Lov. Dear Sir ! what a joy it will be to us 
both, to be favoured with such a companion ! As we 
are all of us but slender, and as we must travel post^ 
we shall find quite sufficient room in the chaise. 

Z4OV, Oh Sir ! if this plan can be accomplished, 
how happy it will make us ! Perhaps Mr. Saveall, 
the Rector of Grediton, might lend him his pulpit. I 
cannot think there are a set of people upon the earth 
that want such preaching more than they do ; the 
town is full of the most wretched worldly-minded 
misers that ever existed ; excepting my dear wife's 
father, who is not a native, and a very few more, they 
afe almost all alike. 

Mrs. Lov. Why you know my dear, if Mr. Sieall 
will not let Mr. Lovegood preach, your father may 
succeed with Doctor Nescience, though he would not 
have so large a congregation in the village of Fair- 
field. But oh how happy should I be ! if the people 
in our parts were but to hear what we have heard, 
since our visit to Brookfield ! 

Lov. Ah my dear ! instead of talking about getting 
pulpits for Mr, Lovegood, we must first see if we 
can get him to go with us. We shall have no time 
to accomplish such a plan, unless we set about it di- 
rectly 5 for though the days are long, yet we have a 
journey of above sixty miles before us. 

fVor. Then Sir, we must make the more speed, 
that we may see what can be done ; perhaps we may 
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settle matters in less time thau you think for. [Mr. 
tiOvegood rs again iinmediately caHed in.} 

Wor. Come Sir, wipe your eyes, and hear the 
proposal we have to make to you. 

Loveg Sir, I cannot stand it, if Mr. Lovely addres- 
ses roe in such a manner. 

^or. Well Sir ; but he is going to address you on 
another sufc^ect^ and in another manner. 

Lov. Will you my dear Sir, go with us to Gre- 
diton ? 

Mrs. Lov. O dear Sir ! don't say no. I beseech 
you, come with us ! 

Loveg. But what must I do about my Church P 
And then there is poor Mrs. Lovegood, and her little 
ones. 

Wor. Oh Sir ! there is Mr. Goodman, I dare say 
he IS still disengaged ^ I will send a note to him, if 
you will write it, and order a roan and horse to go 
with it to Mapieton directly. And as to Mrs. Love- 
good, we win be sure to pay her due attendance till 
your return. — Nothing can make these dear young 
people so happy, as to be favoured with your com- 
psitiy » you must go with them. 

Ltoveg. Really Sir, such a hasty proposal quite 
staggers me. Still I feel much inclined to go, but 1 
wish to consider a little. 

fVor. O Sir ! for the present you mast put consi- 
deration quite out of the question. These dear young 
people will want a friend and an adviser with them, 
and there is no one that can do so well — But I must 
not say too much before your face. 

Loveg. Sir, you know I cannot be absent above a 
week or ten days. 

Wor. [To Mr. Lovely.] Sir, that Mr. Lovegood 
may hot interrupt time by his talk, you write a note 
directly to Mr. Goodman, atid request him, in the 
name of us all, to serve Mr. Lovegood's church next 
Sunday : you know him, as he dined with us on Fri- 
day last, but be sure it does not fall into the hands of 
Mr. Dolittle, or Mr. Spiteful. [They all smile.] 

V/»1 TT QA 
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Loveg. Dear Sir, you press matters very close QpoA 
roe. But will it be worth while to take so long a 
journey for so short a time f 

fVor. Why, suppose you were to be absehf two 
Sundays instead of one, if Mr. Goodman can supply 
for you : though we are sorry to part with you, yet 
you can never do good but at one place at the same 
time. If I had your old, honest friend MK Slapdash 
here, I should not have had half the trouble to have 
persuaded him to take the same journey, under the 
same providential calls. 

Loveg. Ah Mr. Slapdash ! Dear honest man, I 
know how I want his constitutional zeal. And I love 
him for what I have not got. 

Wor, Then borrow some of mine ; you know at 
times, a rapid fit overtakes me. Come, come, go 
home directly to Mrs. Lovegood, pack up your little 
matters, and by that time my servant will liave re- 
turned with an answer ; and depend upon it, that all 
is right in a way of providence, if Mr. Goodman can 
supply for you till your return ; if he cannot, I shall 
agree with you, that your parochial situation provi- 
dentially prevents the journey. 

Lovetys. [Both tojfeiher.] Oh do, do, dear Sir, go 
home directly, and prepare for.the journey ; we do not 
care if we travel all night, if we can but have yon 
with us. 

Loveg, Well, well, I find I must submit.^ I will 
go home and return as soon as I can. The Lord 
direct us ! 



The dialogue thus concluded. A copy of Mr, 
Lovely^s note to Mr. Goodman, shall be laid before 
the reader. 

. * 
"dear sjn, 
** If you can show the greatest instance of your truly 
lirigtikii affection, to a poer bewildered youth, wli© 
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begins to find his way out of a labyrinth of errors, 
through the blessing of God on Mr. Lovegood's 
preaching and co versa tion, naay I humbly request 
you to serve his church for hirn, vrhile he favours roe 
with his presence, and pious advice to Grediton, 
where I am calfed immediately to attend, by a letter 
directed to be written to me,. by the dyipg request of 
my great-uncle Dear Sir, accept thi* small token* 
of respect, as you have suffered so much from your 
virtuous, and steady conduct, on behalf of ouj* blessed 
Redeemer's gospel. 

I am Sir, - 
With real esteem, 

Your affectionate friend, 
and humbje Servant, 

GEORGE LOVELY. ' 

Matters were tlius speedily settled, Mr. Goodman 
engaged to supply for Mr. Lovegood, whereby he 
seemed fully satisfied that he should take the jour- 
liey. This greatly softened many painful sensations^ 
respecting the separation. A few sympathetic tears 
were indeed dropt between Mrs. Lovely and Miss 
Worthy, who began to feel. themselves as much united^ 
as thoogh they had been sisters ; and after all things 
were thus completely settled, a very appropriate^ 
though short prayer, was offered up, and the following 
parting hymn was sung, which Mr. Lovegood being 
possessed of a ready knack of rhyming, gave out as 
^n extempore production on this occasion : 

Holy S&riour ! Isr;iel'8 g^uide ! 
Thee we trust, anid none beside : 
Maj our feotsteps never stray 
l^rom thyself, the living way. 

Called by thine unerring hand, 
Bid us bend to thy command ; 
Let our willing hearts fulfil, 
All the pleasure of thy will. 

* TJie pr^e»t was a Aye*pouiid note. 
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Gutrded by the cheerful light < 
Of thy beams, diTiiiely bright ; 
May we tread the pattis of peaee. 
Till we reach the relaxns of bliss ! 

O'er our souls divinely move,. 
Shelter U8» thou God of loye : 
Underneath thy wings may we 
Love, and serve, and worship thee. 

Let thy providence direct, 
Let thy Powerful arm protect : 
Thus our gracious Leader be, 
"While we humbly follow thee. 

Soon after this, the chaise drove to the door. Ho- 
nest Edward, of the Golden Linn, came up with it 
that he might take his last farewel of this most plea- 
sant pair, thanking God that ever he should hav^ 
been favoured with such guests, and sending afteir 
them a thousand blessings wherever they might go. 
The final salutation between the families next took 
place, intermixed with many tears ; after which the 
chaise drove off with its most valuable contents, leav-^ 
ing the writer a little respite, till Mr. Lovegood's re* 
turn from Grediton, when a farther narration of events 
may be expected by the reader. 



DIALOGUE XXX. 



MR. MEEIRYMAN, MR. LOVEGOOD, AND THE FAMILY 
OF THE WORTHY'S. 



AN ACCOUNT OF THE AWFUL 0EATH OlT tfR. QRSKBT, 
GB£AT-UNUL£ OF HK. LOVELT. 



An absence of about ten days, engaged Mr. Love- 
good's attention before his return from bis excursion 
with the Lovely's ; and on the morning after his re- 
turn, be called at Brookfield-Hall 

Lov. [To Mr. Lovegood, meeting him at the hal 
door.] How do you do my dear Sir ? You are wel- 
come home. Come in ; we have no one in the break- 
fast room but my wife and daughters, and Mr. Mer- 
ryman ; and I am sure they will ail be glad to see you. 

Loveg. Sir, I hope you are all well ^ 

Wor, All well, 1 thank you. But we are a little 
busy in settling matters previous to the marriage of 
my daughter. Mr. Merryman will not be contented 
any longer without her. In regard to worldly circum- 
stances, she might have met with a more eligible 
match ; but we shall not thwart the young people in 
their inclinations. My daughter seems quite in love 
with him ; in short we are all in love with him. He 
' is an excellent youg man. 

Leveg. Sir it is very kind of you and Mrs. Wor- 
thy, not to throw any impediment in their way : I 
have no doubt but that they f^ill be very happy to^ 
gether. 

Wor. Between friends, 1 do not suppose he will 
Teave otir house till he has taken ray danghter with j 



iiliB DIALOGUE XXX. 

htm ; so that in a day or two, yoa will bave tbat office 
(0 perform* [They enter the breakfast room.] 

Mrs. Wor. Well Sir, we are all happy to see yoti 
back again ; but how did you leave those charming 
creatures, the Lovelys ? 

Xrot;^. O Madam ! they have been uncommonly 
agitated, by their great-uncle's death* 

Mrs. Wor. Did you find bim alive when you arrived f 

Loveg. Madam, he lived four days after we came 
there. 

Wor. Then you can tell us somewhat about him. 

Loveg. The very recollection of what I have seen 
and heard, makes me tremble ; the horrors of his 
conscience, were inexpressible. 

Mer. I should rather have supposed that he would 
have left the world stupified, and senseless, through 
his great age and weakness. 

Loveg. His faculties seemed to be very little im- 
paired indeed : but the dreadful state of his mind, 
was beyond description. . 

Wor. What, was that the case during all his ill- 
ness f 

Loveg^ By what I could learn, he had been very 
low and dejected for above a month ; though he lived 
in such a wretched, mean way, that no one thought 
it worth their while to inquire after him, or come to 
see hira. 

Mer. How then could you get any information 
respecting the state of his mind? 

Loveg. All that we could know about him was 
from the Doctor, and a poor old woman who waited 
upon him ; but we had sufficient specimens of the 
horrid state of his mind, during the four last days of 
hisKfe. 

Wor. I suppose you called on him directly as you 
arrived. 

Loveg. No Sir ; we first went to Mris. Lovely's 
father, who seems to me, to be almost the oaly re- 
ispectable person in the town. 

War. What sort ^( a town is it Uicn ? 
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Loetg, Sir, I hope there is not such another to be 
found* It is filled with the most contemptible set 
of misers that ever lived. There are in it, very large 
families of the Pinchpoors, the Gripelands, and the 
Graspalls; the Sharpers, the Closefists, the Hoard- 
ers, the Trickers, the Selfs, the Squeezers, the 
Grinders, the Scrapers, the Skinflints, and the Pen- 
ny mans, the rule of whose family is, never to spend 
a penny if they can save it ; almost the whole town 
has been in the possession of the Greedy's for some 
centuries. It seems, in old writings, to have been 
•riginally called Greedytown, only the inhabitants 
have softened the name ; and what is still more curi- 
ous, the family of the Savealls, who are very nume- 
rous indeed in that town, first got possession of the 
living so long ago, as when such multitudes of minis- 
ters were ejected from their livings, in the reign of 
Charles the Second ; and so it has been contrived, 
that the living has continued in the same family ever 
since. 

Mer. What a horrid condition the people must be 
in, while under the care of such a minister ! 

LiOveg, Oh Sir ! they are wonderfully pleased with 
him ; his sort of sermons just suit their taste ; he is 
always expatiating on the evils of extravagance, on 
the virtues of forecast and frugality, and on the ex- 
cellencies, and necessity of good economy. 
, WDr, How can Mr. Commerce bear to live with 
such a set? 

Loveg. Sir, he is very glad he has it to say, that his 
facnily are not among the natives of the Town, though 
there is some reason to apprehend that he has caught^ 
at least, a little oT the contagion belonging to the 
place. [To Mr. Worthy.] I think Sir, it would kill 
yon if yoo were to attempt to live there for a month, 
it is situated in such a sad, cold, barren spot ; and 
though very large, as you may suppose, from the fami- 
lies that live iii it, yet it is a miserable, mean, dirty 
looking place. Mr. Lovely's father, though Fairfield, 
where be lives, is above six mites iDrom GredittD^ can 
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scarcely bear his boaae, while the wind sets that way, 
It if 8o very offensive to his eonstittttion. 

Mn. Wor, Did Mr. Lovely spend no time at bis 
great- vocle's house, while yen were at Ghrediton ? 

Lovtg. Why Madam, it is infpessible todescfibe the 
miserably mean way in which he lived. The bed on 
which be died, and ail the furniture of the room, 
could not, I am satisfied have been worth forty 
shillings : we wer^ obliged to live entirely witb Mr. 
Commerce. 

Mrs. War. But we want to know how yon got an 
interview with him. 

Loveg, Oh Madam ! it was with great difficulty in- 
deed } for bis nephew, the Esquire as he is cilled, who 
lives at Grediton House, the old family seat, about a 
mile and a half from the town, sent Mr. Quirk his 
lawyer to him, that as he was likely to die soon, he 
wished to die in peace with him. And this was all 
with a design to ^t his money from him : for he was 
to remind the old man that he was next akin. 

JVor. These tricks are just what 1 should expect 
from such a set. 

Loveg. But here Sir, there was trick upon trick; for 
before Mr. Quirk performed his office for his client, 
he first began tampering with Mr. Lovely, telling him 
his errand ; and that if he would only give him a 
thousand pounds, the will should be made entirely in 
his favour. 

Mer. I will engage for it, Mr. Lovely would never 
submit to such a detestable design. 

Loveg. Sir, before Mr. Lovely went to his great- 
uncle's, he told me of the proposal ; and we both 
agreed that such a transaction for the sake of money, 
might justly be deemed a scandalous juggle. 

War. I believe that amiable youth would rather 
suffer any thing, than submit to any action which was 
dirty, and unjust ; so that here it should appear, he was 
likely to have another sacrifice to make^ nearly as 
Mostly as the former. 

L99^. Oh no Sirj this was only a trick of Mr. 
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Quirk's ; for the old man, having had several sharp 
contests with his nephew, the Esquire, about money 
matters, was ever determined to make Mr. Lovely 
his heirv However I advised Mr. Lovely by no 
means to suffer Mr. Quirk to go alone to. his great* 
uucle^ that he might prevent any underhand deal- 
ings^ so they went both df them togetlier, and Mr. 
Lovely told me a§ soon as they entered the room, he 
groaned inexpressibly, and cried, — " Oh nephew ! 1 
must die, I know I must die ; and oh that dreadful 
moment !" Mr. Quirk then interrupted him and said, 
Sir, I have come with your nephew, Mr. Greedy's 
respects, that he hopes you have forgiven him, and 
that you die in peace with him ; and it ^s to be hoped 
Sir, according to these principles of mutual for- 
giveness, you have settled your affairs. He took 
him up very hastily, and said, *' What do you ask me 
that question for.'^" Mr. Quirk made answer, that he 
only wished to remind bim, that his nephew was 
nearer akin than Mr. Lovely. Immediately, though 
quite in despair, he swore at him several times, call- 
ing him rascal^ and said that he should leave all to 
young George. 

Mer» Could the lawyer stand all this i 

Loveg. Sir, he immediately retired, and Mr. Lovely 
and the old woman were left in the room alone with 
Bfr. Greedy, while he continued cursing the designs 
of the lawyer, in the profanest manner. 

fVor. Was this profane way of talk what he in 
general accustomed himself to i 

Loveg. When he was in a passion, he would at 
times be very reprobate; but in general he did not 
adopt this infernal language However it was a 
most awful circumstance, that when the horrors of 
bis conscience were the most dreadful his language 
would be the most profane. 

Wor. I fear then it was a difficult matter for you 
to get an introduction to him. 

Lotesr, Sir.' Mr. Lovelv first ooened the business 
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gyman of his acquaintance, as he appeared near 
death. He cried, '' What good can such men do for 
me, I have known some of them as wicked as myself?" 
JMr. Lovely then pleaded for my admission, as being 
one of a different character; and then be cried, "O 
God ! could I find the man, though at the distance 
of a thousand miles, who can quell the hell I feel 
within, how gladly would I send for him ! Mr. Lovely 
kindly answered — Si., if any man upon earth can re- 
lieve the ai^onies of your mind, it is the minister I now 
wish you to see ; and in consequence of this, I was 
admitted to see him. 

Wor. I fear it was an awful sight. 

Loveg» The most awful I ever saw. His first 
speech was — " Sir, if there be an eternal world, you 
see a wretch sinking into eternal woe." He appeared 
almost distracted with despair ; the stare of his eyes 
was most dreadful. 

fVor. How could you answer him in such a state? 

Loyeg, Sir, the only remedy you know that can 
be applied, is the gospel. I told him that all the 
fr^e mercies of redemption, were revealed to penitent 
believers in the Lord Jesus, and that even these graces 
whereby sinners are brought to Christ, are the entire 
giA of God : and that Jesus Christ has in his he^rt, 
compassion to the vilest of our race. 

Mer. And what was his answer ? 

Loveg. He cried—" I have for a longtime been en- 
deavouring to think that there never was suchaperson 
as Jesns Christ ; or that he was some enthuiastical 
impostor of the day ; for oh, howl have hated his doc-^ 
trine, suid thfit of his disciples !" Then he paused^ 
and stammered out, from the best of his recollection^ 
these passages from scripture, " Do unto others, as 
ye would they should do unto you."- — " Love not the 
world nor the things that are in the world.'*—" Co- 
vetousness, which is idolatry." " If a man see his 
brother in need, and shut tip his bowels of cbropas- 
Rjon, how dwelleth the lore of God in bim !" He 
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then cried, " O God ! What shall I do, If I am calteA 
to stand before such a judge." 

i^of. i fear then that he had been hardened in his 
wickedness, by the infidel system of the day. 

Loveg. Sir I believe he attempted to stand by it as 
long as he could 5 but then, like Voltaire, D'Alem- 
bert, and many others he was obliged to give up all 
his infidel principles before he died. 

Mrs. Wbr. Well, well ; God give us k religion, 
which will do to live by, and that will prove the best 
to die by ! 

Loveg, True dear madam ; but from what I could 
find, he was not a Deist ; though I believe like all 
those ^' who choose darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds are'evil," he tried to (he utmost of his 
power to be one. 

Mer. In that respect I was quite like him, when I 
was living in sin ; I could never bear to believe that f 
the Bible was true, and I have wished it false a thou^ 
sand times. 

Loveg. I remember a remark of his on this very 
subject, which made me shudder. He cried in his 
most reprobate language : '^ How could I be such 

a d *d fool, to believe the Bible was false, only be- 

caiise it threatens eternal damnation against sucli . 
hard-hearted monsters as myself*" And at another 
time he cried, — "How must I be hated of Christ, 
who preached and recommended nothing but mercy, 
while throughout all my life I have been as cruel as 
the Devil hinvself!" And when I again attempted to 
tell him of the infinite ability of Christ " to save to 
the uttermost," he shook his head and said, " I have 
ever hated him, and loved nobody but myself; and I 
now I shall be eternally hated by him." At another"^ 
time he cried, "I have lived on earth, to starVe 
my body, and oppress the poor, for which I am 
now going to receive the eternal damnation of my 
soul." 

War. What a proof is this of the importance of 
those words, "What shall it profit a man if he shall 
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gain the whole world, and lose bis own $oul ; or what 
shall a man give in exchange for his soul !" 

Loveg. He was made to feel the sting of those 
words inexpressibly ; for he said, among other things, 
*Uhough there was a time when I would almost as 
soon have parted with my li^^9 as my money ^ yetob| 
what would 1 not now give, if I could but purchase 
a short repite from the j. rave ! — I am going, I feel 1 
am going, and 1 know not where : but by grasping 
gfter earth I have lo^^t heaven, and must loose them 
both eternally. 

Mer. What a horrid witness this poor wretched 
creature bore against him>^elf ! 

JLoveg. The most horrid that can be conceived. 
It seems once, after he had lain some time as in a 
slumber, though intermixed with sad and heavy 
groans, he was asked if his sleep had not done hinei 
some good ? He immediately cried: — " What rest 
could 1 find in sleep while all the time I thought I 
was cast into ' outer darkness, to be tortured with 
Devils and damned spirits, where there shall be weep* 
ing, and wailing, and gnashing of teeth, — where the 
worm dieth not, and where the fire is not quenched.^ 
O, that pit of hell ! I thought I was falling in it, and 
that I should be falling to all eternity, because it i$ 
the pit that is bottomless. O that I could but be« 
lieve what some have said, '* Death is an eteraat 
sleep." 

Wor. What then, could you get him to receive nn 
word of consolation i 

Loveg. Every word I attempted to put into his 
mind, by way of consolation, he would immediately 
turn against himself. When 1 said that though Christ 
was a tremendous judge to the wicked, yet to the 
penitent he would be a most merciful, and gracious 
mediator. He immediately cried, "la penitent! 
No, my heart is as hard as a stone : I dread Hell, but 
1 cannot repent of sin." " 1 shall have thousands to 
witness against me." Then he stammered out — " I 
was hungered, and ye gave me no meat: I was 
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thirsty, and ye gave me no drink ; 1 was a stranger^ 
and ye took me not in ; naked, and ye clothed 
tne not : sick and in prison, and ye visited me not." 
What then can screen me from the sentence I shall 
so soon hear? " Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire prepared for the Devil and his angels." 

Mrs. fVor. How awfully he bore witness against 
himself. But it is remarkable tbat he should have 
been able to quote the scriptures so correctly ; one 
would have thought that his wickedness would have 
kept him from reading the Bible. 

Ltoveg, Oh madam ! many as wicked as the old 
Alderman, will read the scriptures if it be only for the 
sake of turning them into ridicule : but he was to- 
lerably regular at his church, for that cost him no- 
thing, and thereby he kept up appearances : and you 
know, that there is a deal of scripture read in our 
church service ; and there he would sit in his Alder- 
man's gown, as demure, and apparently as devout, as 
if he had been the best christian in the parish ; besides, 
he had a remarkably strong memory, being so accus- 
tomed to exercise his brains upon simple, and com* 
pound inlerebt, he surprised every body as a remark- 
ably mem mentor arithmetician ; no wonder therefore, 
that the scriptures he read as a school book, and were 
so frequently read to him at church, should have 
been so well recollected by him. 

Wor. I suppose the Rector would highly compli- 
ment him on this account. 

Loveg, Mr. Saveall would be frequently saying, he 
VFas a very good churchman, though a little to mean. 

TVor. Would he suffer you to go to prayer with 
him before you left him .'^ 

Loveg. Though he seemed to abhor the thoughts 
of prayer, yet we were determined not to leave the 
room without it. But how awfully he interrupted 
ys by his screams, and exclamations, crying,/' O God«. 
what I fell ! I fell Hell already; the wrath of God 
abideth on me." So that it appeared in vain to at^ 
tepnpt to pray with him. 



Mer. What a hopeless case ! How coutd yoo abd 
Mr. Lovely bear such an awful sight ? 

Loveg. Sir, poor Air Lovely was almost overset by 
it, as well as myself. However, after this we de* 
parted, and repeated our visit the next day. 

Wor. Did he still continue in the same horrid frame 
of mipd f 

Loveg Not in the smallest degree any better, and 
worse he could not be. When his nephew asked 
him if he had had any sleep, he immediately cried, — 
^' Sleep ! how can I sleep, while I have the cries of 
Farmer Needj^'s widow in my ears ; when it was al* 
most but the other day, that I stript her of all she had) 
by enforcing a bond in judgment against her ? and 
what mercy can I expect from God^ while I could 
harden my heart against the widow's cries ; and 
while her poor daughter was upon her knees, with 
four of her children, and another at her breast, 
begging for mercy, as it was her father's long illness, 
and other misfortunes, and by no means their own 
neglect, that had plunged them into poverty ?" and 
what business had 1 to cheat Simon Grasper's nephew, 
of three thousand pounds, by a vile alteration of his 
will; and thus to rob a poor ^mily of almost all they 
had a right to expect. — He pasued and added, '*yes^ 
I believe I did sltep for about half an hour, and Uien 
I thought I was the rich man in Hell, lifting up my 
eyes in eternjri torments, crying for a drop of water 
to cool the tip of my tongue ; and while I thought 
how grievously I was tormented in that flame, I 
awoke." — It seemed scarcely possible, that any on^ 
could live in a more dreadful state of despair. 
* Wor, I should suppose these keen and cutting re- 
flections against himself, arose from many other in- 
stances of his oppressive conduct, besides that which 
you have mentioned before. 

Jjov^g O sir! he began repealing several o( 
them. One I remerpber was, that when a man, 
though but in poor circumstances, left him in his 
will, five pounds for some law expens^s^ he fceirig; 
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the maker of the mil, inserted fifty pounds, instead 
of five. Thus the man, being too far gone through 
illness, to attend to his tricks, gave away half as much 
as he bad in the world, from his poor relations. But 
bow terribly he cried out on accou'it of his cruel con- 
duct^ against one Isaac Careful, a tenant of his, whom 
be sent to gaol, because he would not give up a few 
trifling leaseholds, which were settled upon his wife 
and children, though he was reduced to poverty by a 
loss through fire, and was iu himself a very industri* 
ous man. 

fVor. How could Mr Lovely bear to hear him re- 
late his horrid tricks P 

Loveg, Sir, I never saw a poor youth so agitated 
in my life. His dreadful cries at intervajs, against 
himself, and concerning the agonies of bis conscience, 
were most tremendous. When I once said. Sir, yet 
there may be hope; he cried, " O God ! (which was 
his common exclamation,) it is impossible—*! am sure 
it is impossible— and I am as sure to be in Hell, as if 
I were there already ; and the smoke of my torment 
will be ascending up for ever and ever." Just about 
that time the nurse stirred the fire : and as it began 
to blaze, he cried — ^" What would I give, if I might 
but burn on that fire for ten thousand years, so as to 
escape the eternal damnation of my soul !" 

Miss Wor. Dear Sir ! his expressions are so un- 
commonly dreadful, that I fear I must quit the room if 
I hear any more of them, it makes me so nervous. 

•4fer. Why my dear Miss Worthy, we may profit 
by these alarming lessons, as well as by others which 
lire grateful and pleasing. What a wonderful contrast 
between the death of poor Mr. Chipman, and that of 
this old miser! 

Wot Well, for the sake of my daughter, dpd in- 
deed on account of all our feelings, 1 shall only ask if 
• he said any thing better in his last moments, before 
dissolution. 

Loveg. Sir^ I was not then in the room, but it 
ie^ms for the two last days, he was in a measure 



senseless : still he groaned borriblyi frequently adding 
that most profane expression, which we so commonly 

hear—" D n it that ever I was born !" and when 

the nurse, who attended him, a litUe aroused him, by 
wiping the phlegm from his mouth, which prevented 
his breathing, he used the same hprrible expression^ 

adding, " what are you at? Soon afterwards he 

died ; and these it seems, were the last words he ever 
uttered in life." Oh, what horrid expressions for a 
dying man ! It is enough to chill one's very bloqd. 

fVor. Was Mr. Lovely with him when he died ? 
Loveg^ No Sir; his uncle's language was so dread-" 
ful, and profane, that he quite swore him out of the 
room. What he said, was afterwards reported to 
him, by the nur^e he sent to attend him. 

Mrs, Wor, Had he any desire to see Mrs. Lovely ? 

Loveg, Sir, he asked for her several times, but we 
always made an excuse for her, saving her nerves 
were too weak to see him, unless he should get a lit- 
tle better, or should be more composed. 

Mer. Well, I am sure we have heard enough of 
Mr. Greedy ; it is high time that we should now hear 
somethinc^ of the Lovely's [Enter Servant.] 

Servant. Sir, Farmer Till has brought the horse 
if your ho» our will choose to look at him. 

Wor. [To Mr. Merryman.] Why Sir, as you are 
about to take my daughter away with ypu, I thought 
1 would buy her a horse, that you may have no excuse 
for not riding over frequently from Sandover, when 
you are settled there. 

Mer. Sir, you are exceeding kind ; but we shall 
generally come over in our one-horse chaise. 

JVor, Yes, but exercise on horseback is both plea- 
sant and healthy. I would have my daughter keep 
on horseback as much as she can. I must request 
you Mr. Merryman, to come and see how you like 
the horse ; I suppose in your gay days, you used to 
attend much to the make, and shape of a horse. 

Mer. Ah Sir ! much more than I ever did to the 
meaning of my Bible. 
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War. Well Sir, we will not keep the farmer wait- 
ing; we may as well all go aod take a view of the 
faorse, and resume the subject on our return. Be- 
sides, 1 think we all need a little relaxation after this 
dreadful account of old Greedy^s death. 



As Mr. Merryman's observations on the horse, 
relating to its beauties, its defects, its gift of mov- 
ipg) its price, &z;c. would be very uninteresting, the 
sal)ject will be discontinued till the next Dialogue, 
when a much more pleasing narration will be pre- 
sented to the reader. 
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DIALOGUE XXXI. 



•MR. LOVEGOOD, MR. MERRTMAN, AND THE FAMILY 

OF THE WORTHYS. 



nENEVOLENCE AND HUMANITY DISPLATED IN THE 
PERSON AND CHARACTER OF MR. LOVELY, WITH 
THE CHARACTER OF DOCTOR NESCIENCE. 

J. HE horse-dealing business having been settled, 
the family returned, and the Dialogue recom- 
menced. 



Wor. I suppose the old miserly uncle, left the 
liOvelys a fine penny. 

Loveg. Sir, they say he has hoarded up for him, 
learly five thousand pounds a year. 

TVor, Is it possible ? 

Loveg. Yes Sir ; and his original fortune was but 
three thousand pounds, which he had when be first 
came of age ; and an old aunt, (a Mrs. Pincher, it 
seems) soon afterwards left him another thousand 
pounds, all the rest he has been accumulating by 
hoarding interest upon interest, by his profession, by 
procuring for himself legacies, where he thought they 
would answer his end better than his fees, and a hun- 
dred dirty tricks besides. He was the most complete 
money-jobber in the kingdom. 

Miss Wor, Poor honest Thomas Newman, is a 
much richer man than old lawyer Greedy ever was. 

Mer, And I really think he keeps a better housec 
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Loveg, I am sure be#eeps a cleaner house : it is a 
good old proverb^ " Cleanlioess is next to godliness." 
How that filthy old creature could live so long, and 
in ao much dirt and poverty, is a matter of surprise t# 
ilae : for he was turned of eighty-one before he died, 

Wor. Well, I can suppose he might have died 
ivorth all that property, when one considers what a 
length of time he had to make his hoard ; for it seems 
he was always getting and saving, and never spend- 
ing. But I had much rather hear how Mr* Lovely iS 
like to spend it, thaa how that wretched miser con* 
trived to get it. 

IdOveg. Sir, the old man left a very correct sche- 
dule of his possessions behind him, which Mr. Quirk 
artfully wanted to secrete. I immediately advised him 
to send for one honest lawyer, who lives a few miles 
Out of that town,— -Mr. Justice; for I am sure the 
Gredition lawyers are such a set, as I never heard of 
before ; they were mostly tutored under old Greedy j 
and I believe Mr. Justice, will prove a very upright 
agent, to that excellent young man. 

Wor. Well, well, there are good and bad of all 
professions. But that amiable youth must feel this 
an astonishing reverse of fortune. 

Loveg. Yes Sir ; and by the grace of God, I have 
a good hope, he will be enabled to carry this full cup 
of worldly prosperity with an even, and a cautious 
hand. Before be opened his uncle's will, he begged 
I would* go to prayer. The will contained nothing 
but that his nephew was to possess all, with no other 
legacy than a pitiful five pounds a year, to the old 
woman (one Betty Farthing) who occasionally waited 
upon him ; allowing but fifteen pounds for his funeral j 
which he thought might be suiScient, as he bad pre- 
served two large oaken planks from a carpenter, by 
way of fees, out of which he directed his coffin should 
be made, and that his old morning-gown, should save 
tte expense of a shroud : so that his covetous pur^ 
poses followed him to the very grave. 
. Mer. How could Mr. Lovely follow hi$ directloiTs, 
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as it respected the abominaAe mean way of his iti* 
terment f 

Loveg. Oh Sir, he ordered the oaken boards to be 
nailed together and made into a decent coffin, sent 
far and undertaker, told him that thongh only fifteen 
pounds were allowed for the funeral ; yet that Yit 
should make him a present of fifteen more, if it was 
necessary, for his own trouble, provided he would see 
to a plain, decent, but not mean interment of his 
uncle ; as he must directly go to his father's at Fatr^- 
field, and should not himself attend the funeral. Thus 
matters were understood, and settled between the 
undertaker and Mr. Lovely, and the old miser was 
decenly interred, if you can call it a decent business^ 
when there was such an horrid uproar made, while 
the bearers carried him to the grve. 

Mer. Astonishing ! Did they insult the corpse of 
the old man while they carried it to the church-yard, 
and among a set of people so much like himself f 

Loveg. Several insulting speeches were actually 
thrown out, as the funeral went along, even by the 
miserable inhabitants of that place. One cried ^* The 
Devil has been grinding him before now, for grinding 
the face of the poor." Another exclaimed, ^^ The ' 
Devil had sent for his beloved son, old Greedy, and 
that he had got him, at last :'^ and many more such 
speeches were made. 

Mer. It must have been rather a painful circum* 
stance to Mr. Lovely, to possess a fortune procured 
by such abominable means. 

Loveg. Though I believe the old lawyer's pkn was 
to get money by all means, whether fair or foul ; yet 
what was obtained by oppression and wrong, was 
but an inconsiderable part, when compared to what 
he had accumulated by the mere art of hoarding. 
But directly as he bad ran over the schedule of his 
uncle's afiairs, he cried, ^* Blessed be God, I find J 
shall have quite enough to make a restitution whd% 
needed, to assist the poor, to show some tokens of 
espect to my relations, and to enjoy all the comlbrts 



LOVELY S BENEVOLENCE. t^Ml 

•nd coQvenieQces of life, that 1 can wish for my dear^ 
^t Anil and myself: and O, may I spend the rest to 
the glory of God !" 

Mer. Restitution it seems was the first thing he 
thought of. 

Ztopeg, Yes ; and the first thing he practised. H^ 
IS a youth of ai most< admirable mind ; for the firsf 
action was to restore the fifty pounds procured by the 
will of the poor man, fraudulently made by his uncle; 
and though he found the surviving family had risen 
since then, which was full twelve years ago, into very 
decent circumstances^ yet nothing would content Mr. 
Lovely till he had made restitution, by sending them 
a hundred pounds, that principal and compound ia* 
terest might be discharged : as he said he never could 
be happy to retain that sum in his possession, which 
he had no right to call his own. 

JVor^ This was a noble beginning ! 

Lomg, But the next action was more noble stilj^for 
he could not rest till he had found out the family of 
the Needys, which the uncle had so cruelly ruinec^ 
about four years heforp his death ; and he found that 
they were removed from the parish of Grediton, into 
their own parish, by one of the overseers, whose name 
was Pinchpoor ; lest they should become chargeable 
to them, after the vile old miser had stript them of 
their all. Mr Lovely went, and iiiquired of Mr. Pinch- 
poor about them, and found that he had sent them 
into the neighbouring parish of Starvington. The 
family, consisted of the aged mother, her daughter, 
her husband, and five small children,, harboured in a 
miserable cx)ttage, though in as good a plight as 
could be expected, their great poverty being taken 
into consideration ; almost all their subsistence arising 
from the earnings of her husband, who was now only 
a day-labourer, the spinning of the children, and the 
parish scantly allowance of eighteen pence a week, t^ 
the poor old widow. 
Mer. Oh, this was charming ! and I will warrant 
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Mn. fVor. Oh what delightful tidings to a poof 
prisoneri confined at a distance from bis wife and 
ftLtnily ! surely be roust have been quite overcome by 
it. 

Loveg, For a while it entirely overset him. For 
he immediately fixed his eyes on Mr. Lovely, and al- 
most directly afterwards, quite fainted away with sur- 
prise, and joy, and it was some time before be re- 
covered. Mr. Lovely next gave the keeper ten pounds, 
to be distributed among the most necessitous of the 
prisoners, begging, at the same time, that I might be 
permitted to drop among them a word of exhortation, 
for their general good. This office I performed 
with a considerable degree of difiiculty, being so much 
aflected at the scene which was before me ; nor were 
most of my miser: t>le hearers, less aflected than our- 
selves, and while 1 was offering up a concluding 
prayer, especially for the poor man, who was the ob- 
ject of such providential mercy from the kind hand 
of Mr. Lovely ; spiritualizing it at the same time, 
that every poor prisoner might seek for the gracious, 
and delivering mercy of our Lord Jesus unto eternal 
life ; and it is amazing what a many tears were shed 
among them. 

Wor. Nothing melts and conquers like love ! 
V Loveg, That has been proved to us by the love of 
Christ. But oh ! to see the countenance of the poor 
prisoner, just brought again to the enjoyment of 
bis liberty, by that most delightful young man, as he 
walked from the prison to the inn, and the attention of 
Mr. Lovely, in first ordering him such a meal as he 
had not tasted for many a long dcy before ; and then 
sending to a ready-made clothes shop, that his prison 
garments might be changed for a decent suit. Oh 
Sir ! how he looked ; how he wept; bow he rejoiced ; 
how he talked, during all these more pleasing and 
generous circumstances, on his behalf! 

Mer, Blesssed God ! what a delightful scene was 

'his ! But it seems you made quick work of the bu- 

ness, if according to promise the poor roan, was 
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Loveg, Sir, you know the days are yet long, and 
all matters were settled for our return in about two 
hours and a half ; and then we drove off with this rich 
booty of humanity, so well calculated to feast the mind 
of this admirable youth. Mr. and Mrs. Xiovely took 
me with them in their chaise, and Mr. Justice and 
the poor man followed in the other. 

Wor. [To Mrs. Worthy.] My dear, what makes 
you weep i* % 

Mrs. fVen As a mother and a parent myself, how 
it strikes me ; what must Careful's wife have felt, un- 
der such an interposition of divine Providence: Oh 
how delightfully surprised she must have been, on his 
unexpected arrival ; was it not quite too much for 
her.** 

Loveg. Why madam^ that , matter was left to me 
to soften as well as I could ; but still the consequences 
were attended with very powerful effects. 

fVor.^ [To Mrs. Worthy.] Come my dear, wipe 
your eyes ! Let us see if we cannot attend to them.7- 
How did you break matters to the family ? 

LiOveg, I first went to their house^ which is near a 
mile from Grediton, made an excuse for taking the 
liberty to rest myself, as the day had been very hot ; 
then I began talking to them about the death of old 
lawyer Oreedy. At once the woman began, in the 
severest language, exctcrating his horrid memory, and 
especially his cruelty against them. I endeavored to 
correct her vehemence , and then asked^her, if she had 
heard of young Mr. Lovely, who had succeeded to all 
his wealth. She immediately cried, Yes, she had 
heard he was a very good sort of a young gentleman, 
and that she was advised to present a petition to him, 
on the behalf of herself and family, if she coHld get 
any one to draw it up, that her poor husband might 
be released from gaol. I told her she need not do 
that, as he was released already. She said, '^ Surely 
you joke." I answered, " It is no joke ; but if you 
will promise me to be mild and calm, as all earthly 
blessings are uncertain, I can tell you the particn-^ 
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lars of that joyful event." And when I came to rt^ 
late that part of the story, how Mr. Lovely himself 
bad even gone to bring her husband that day out of 
gaol, and that he was now at 6red>ton, at the sign of 
the three Misers, the principal inn in that town, and 
that he would be with her in about an hoar, the tran- 
sport of her joy was excessive. 

Miss fVor, How could the poor woman support 
herself, under such happy and unexpected news ? 

LiOveg. Oh Madam ! she w^g all ecstasy : at one 
time she was upon her knees ' then her hands were 
lifted up with surprise ; then she ran hither and thi* 
ther about the house, like one distracted. She imme- 
diately begged, above all things, that she might go 
directly to see her husband, and bring him home ; and 
I found her raptures were so great, that it was impos- 
sible to keep her back, and two of the children were 
as eagerly determined to attend her. 

Mer. What a meeting that must have been ! 

Loveg. A meejLifig indeed ! much more affecting 
than the former. The woman ran into the room like 
one distracted. As to' conversation, it was all inter- 
rupted, by the vehemence of excessive joy between 
them, and the two elde^ children. For it seeais 
the family, though in a poor way, lived very happy 
together, till old Greedy sent the poor man to gaol, 
because he did not choose to resign the property of his 
wife and children, into his rapacious hands. 

Wor. Had they nothing to say to their kind de- 
liverer f . ' 

Loveg. Sir the dear young man could not stand it 
any longer ; he was so affected at these delightful con- 
sequences of his benevolence, that he ran out of the 
room almost directly ; especially when they began 
personally to thank him for his immediate, and great 
attention to their misery ; he therefore called me out, 
and took a twenty pound bank-note from his old 
uncle's hoard, telling me to give it to them for their 
immediate necessities ; and as the scene was too much 
fpr him, he begged that they would go home for tht 
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present, and that he should send to inquire after them 
on some future day. ' 

Wot. I will engage for it, sucTi a scene as that, had 
QOt been exhibited in that inn, for many a lotig day. 

Loveg, Oh Sir I Mr. Hoarder himself, the landlord 
of the Three Misers, though one of the real natives of 
the town, for once felt so much of the tender emo- 
tions of humanity, that he could not help dropping a 
tear with others ; and what was still more astonishing, 
could even call the family into the kitchen,, and give 
tliem a good dinner without any charge, though Mr. 
Lovely had before ordered them a dinner on his own 
account. ^ 

Wor. That wretch has a hard heart, whose eye ne- 
ver started the tear of compassion over human woe ! 

IdOveg, True Sir, but there are many such wretch- 
es in the world, especially at Grediton. 

Miss., Wor. Oh me: what a delightful sight this 
a>thst have been, and yet how affecting ! But you 
have not told us how be behaved toward Simon 
Grasper's nephew, who as it was supposed, was flung 
out of three thousand pounds by a crafty alteration 
of the will. /' ' ' 

Loveg. O Miss, he means to restore every half-* 
penny of it: but as he has it in his power, and as he 
hears the young man is not over prudent, and has a 
large family : he means to settle it in such a manner, 
that all of them shall be the better for it; which it 
seems was the old uncle's design. He has already 
informed them of it by letter, and the joy of the 
whole family, which was almost reduced to poverty 
is inexpressible : while they are exceeding glad that 
it is in such excellent hands, that it is likely to be 
settled upon them for their future good. 

fVor. [To his daughter.] My dear Eliza, may you 
and you dear intended, live to see many such delight- 
ful sights exhibited towards numbers of our fellow 
creatures. I shall be very glad to help you out on 
all such occasions, as far as my fortune will allow ; 
and it is not wise to go beyond it; even in doing good. 
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Loveg. Ah, dear youog Mr. Lovely ! I wish he 
was here to take this wise faint, and not to go faster 
than he can hold on ; for directly as he had opened 
the will, and found what he was worth, he cried-^ 
*' And why should I have all, and my dear sisters have 
nothing, who are as near akin as myself— -I will send 
each of them a thousand pounds. My nucleus will 
was not a just one." I immediately added, '^ Probably 
not dear Sir ; but then it will be publicly known, 
that he has left you in) possession of all his large 
board ; and while you live, the public will expect 
from you, what is suitable to such a fortune ; let me 
give you my advice — do not spend the capital, but 
be liberal with the product ; and at all times be fru- 
gal at home, that you may be generous abroad. Thus 
dear Sir, you will find it in your power to be liberal 
all the days of your life." I also urged, that all 
his sisters were in decent circumstances, and that 
tv/o of them, who were married, were even affluent, 
that if, by any reverse of fortune, his liberal dedgns 
should be found necessary, it would then become him 
to assist, with a generosity equal to his fortune. 

fVor. Well Sir, this was good advice, did he act 
upon it. * 

Loveg. He said he was determined to present them 
with a thousand pounds, to be divided between them 
as a compliment for mourning, and that he would ' 
take other matters into farther consideration ; 
though since then, I have found he sent each of them 
a thousand pounds : but oh the heaps of applications 
he had from almost every quarter, after these few 
instances of his liberal spirit were known in the 
neighbourhood. 

fVor. Alas, alas, as soon as a man of generosity is 
found, what wretched harpies he is sure to have after 
him ! Directly when he has relieved the really necessi- 
tous, multitudes of the hypocritical, and worthless, 
will be sure to find him out, that they may partake of 
<he bounty he preserves for others ; and it is a tboa- 
and times better to submit to imposttioui thao relax in 
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our generosity. But what did he do with these ap- 
plicants ? 

Ltoveg, Sir, I advised him to refer them all to his 
agent ; and notwithstanding most of them were very 
futilei having nothing to complain of but hard bar- 
gains, yet he parted with not less than eight hundred 
pounds to satisfy their demands. 

Wor. 1 fear this delightful young man will be sadly 
taken in, unless he is upon his guard. 

Loveg.WhYf soon after he bad given away fifty 
pounds to one family, he found he was completely 
swindled out of it ; and I was scarcely sorry for it, as 
at may teach hrm a good lesson. He thinks ail the 
world are as upright as himself. 

Wor. I think with you, this might prove a good 
lesson to this sweet-minded youth : how happy should 
I be, if he lived nearer to these parts, that I might 
give him the best advice in my power ! 

Laveg. Sir, his wishes thoroughly correspond with 
yours. 

Mrs. Wor. I am sure they thoroughly correspond 
with mine. 

Ldveg. Why madam, he says the air of Grediton 
will never agree with his constitution ; he exceedingly 
longs to find a habitation somewhere near these parts, 
especially while his father lives ; though his mother 
seems somewhat more reconciled to him, since his old 
uncle has left him such a large portion of money and 
estates. 

Mer. But Sir, could Mr. Lovely prevail on Mr. 
Saveall to lend you the pulpit for the Sunday ? 

Loveg. Oh no. Sir ; there was plenty of objections 
started against that attempt. He first said, he did 
not see the use of paying another for doing his duty, 
as he could do it himself. And when that difficulty 
was obviated, that no money would be needed ; the 
next was, that " it was very wrong to encourage a 
modern set of ministers to do duty for nothing, whep 
the labourer is worthy of his hire." 

Mer. Yes J and that is the way these hirelings per- 

36* 



510 DIALOGUE XXKI. 

vert the word of God. He forgot to quote, how tiappy 
Paul and the rest of the Apostles were, when^hey had 
it in their power to preach Christ, without being bur- 
densome to the people. 

Wor, Ah, that doctrine stands in a part of the 
Bible they do not want to read. But w||at other ob* 
jections could he have i 

Loveg. Why that I could be so weak as to go 
gadding about with that youag man, who was so 
foolish as to spatter about bis money, which Mr. Al- 
derman Oreedy had collected together with so mtich 
frugality, and that this was bringing a sad disgrace 
on the memory of the worthy Alderman, who was 
father of the corporation ; though he rather thought 
in some instances of frugality, he might .have overshot 
the mark. And farther, that at a private meeting of 
the corporation over a dish of sprats, sheep's trotters^ 
and other such farities, (though while they could feast 
themselves at the public expense, they were liberal 
enough :) Mr. Frugal, the present mayor, agreed that 
Mr. Lovely's conduct wks an unpardonable oflence ; 
Alderman Stingey was also of the same opinion, aod 
Mr. Closefist, the town-clerk, entirely agreed with 
them ; though it seems Mr. Close&st, at times affects 
even to be generous, and boasts of his numerous ap- 
plications ; and now and then gives away a trifle ; as 
he finds it for his interest to be liberal, that he may 
thereby not only avail himself of the custom of the 
pec^Ie of the town, but take in those also that are not 
among its original natives. He is of the family of 
the Longheads, and is himself^ supposed to be one of 
the most long-headed of any of that famous family : 
he is a poor, thin looking fellow, and seems to be^made 
up of nothing, but low cunning and mean designs. 

IFor. What a strange set they all are ! However 
amongst them all, jt seems you were to be kept out 
of the pulpit. I wonder you were not almost deter- 
mined to act like our good old reformation Bishops, 
and preach out in the street, upon this text, *^ Ye 
serve 6od mi mammon.'' 
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ItOVBg. I do QOt know what ray .de^r honest friend 
Mr. Slapdash might have done, had he been ia my 
situation. 

Mer. I am sure you showed very little of your con- 
stitutional timidity, when you preached yoar visitation 
sermon ; but it is a terrible calamity that people should 
be left in such a state, and with such a teacher, to 
keep them all quiet and contented in their sins. 

Loveg. Why Mr. Lovely, at one time thought of 
hinting it to Mr, Sayeall, that if he would let Mr. 
Goodman be the curate, he would secretly pay the 
salary for him ; but his pride and enmity will never 
let him submit to that. At another time he thought 
of building theni a chapel, and sending some good 
man to preach among them : but it is a sad soil for 
the gospel ; the cares of the worldyWould be very apt 
to choke the seed in that town. 

Mer. Did you not preach in any church on the 
Sunday.^ ^ ' 

Loveg, Oh yes Sir, I went to Fairfield with Mr. 
Lovely, to see bis father, who seems to be one of a very 
excellent mind and temper, and be obtained leave of 
(he pulpit from Dr. Nescience at a word ; for it seems 
they at once put me into his good graces by saying, 
I was a man of learning, and this pleased him hugely. 
Poor hing ! he happens to be one of the most stupid, 
conceited pedants, I ever met with in my life. 

Wor, Had you an interview with him } 

Loveg. Sir, Mr. Lovely's father invited him to sup 
with us I and at once he began saying, how delighted 
he was to be acquainted with men of learning, and 
how glad he should be, if I had but time to see spme 
of his adimadversasions, (as he called them,) on the 
book of Tobit, and on Bell and the Dragon, which 
he meant to publish ; but that now- the world was 
^rown'lso ignorant, that he coulH find no publisher who 
would venture to undertake the work. 

Wor. Why to be sure, the little Doctor is half mad^ 

Loveg Quite so, I should rather apprehend, if 
what soofie have observed be true, ^^ A little learning 
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makes a man mad, while a deal of it will bring bim 
back agaiD into his senses." But with what astonish- 
ing rapidity he ran on with his carions expressions, 
and hard words ! many of which he murdered as bad 
as the former. However, in the course of our conver- 
sation, I found he had been a great student in all the 
whimsical nonsense that had found its way into the 
world, through the crazy brains of Jacob Behem, 
Count Swedenburgh, and others ; by which means 
he had almost been deprived of the small share of 
sense that nature had bestowed upon him. And one 
night, they say, while he was sitting np, reading these 
visionary authors, he was overtaken with the cramp, 
upon which he immediately ran up stairs to Mrs. Ne- 
sciencci crying that he was sure he was bewitched. 

Wor. How in the world could you answer this 
whimsical doctor ? 

Loveg. Sir, it was impossible to answer him: — 
downright nonsense never can be answered ; so that 
I did nothing but hum and hah,' and say yes, and no^ 
while Mr. Lovely did all in his power to put another 
turn upon the conversation. 

Mer. But Sir, how did it fare with you on the 
Sunday ? 

Loveg. Why, during the summer months, it seems^ 
they have two sermons, and I thought I should have 
been.permitted to preach them both ; but after he had 
heard my morning sermon, urging the necessity of a 
divine change, and recommending, according to the 
best of my ability, the need of a personal application 
to our Lord Jesus Christ, that this blessed work might 
be accomplished, through the operation of his Holy 
Spirit : the little Doctor skipt about in his gown and 
cassock, like a jumping joan, saying, that with my 
leave, he should preach himself in the afliernoou, and 
that he was sure he ^oiild confute all I said in the 
morning : for that he could not bear to hear Che true 
religion he preached contradicted before all the peo- 
ple. 

Wor. Consequently^ you were under the necessity 
of giving up the point. 
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Loveg, Yes Sir ; I told him I sfaoiild be open to 
tOnvi<:tioo, aod said how willing I should be to read 
prayers for him, as in reading them, I was satisfied 
1 sfaoiild neither wound iny coBScience, nor contradict 
my sermon. 

Mer. And what sort of a sermon did he give you ? 

JLoveg. Oh Sir, Mr. Lovely's father remembers 
that the little Doctor had given it them three or four 
times before. 

War. What was the substance of it ? 

Loveg. Why, first he began stammering and stut- 
.tering over a few lines, whi« h he went home purposely 
to compose, by way of prefixing a few new thoughts 
as a preface to his old sermon ; and though these were 
written down, yet he was so terribly out of temper, 
from what he bad^heard in the morning, that he ap* 
peared tnueh more like a man bewitched, than when 
he was seized with the cramp. 

Wor. Do let us hear the drift of the Doctor's ser- 
mon. I'll waVrant it was a curious performance. 

Ltoveg. Indeed Sir it was. He first pretended io 
prove that we were all made Christians by baptism. 
Then that we were confirmed in our Christianity, 
when we were confirmed by the Bishop. And lastly, 
we were perfected in our Christianity, by receiving the 
holy sacrament : and this he said, was better than the 
strange notions that some fieople were fond of preach- 
ing up, about regeneration and inspiration, which he 
said, must be all false doctrine; because that if we 
were inspired, we could worii miracles; making no 
difference between the extraordinary operations of the 
divine Spirit, and the implantation of the divine na- 
ture, which must exist in every real Christian, to the 
latest ages of the world. 

Mer, One wonders that people can be so ignorant; 
as to suppose that a mere outward ordinance, how- 
ever good in its place, will do as a substitute for that 
new and divine nature, mentioned so frequently in the 
word of Grod. 

Loveg. Why Sir, 1 #as told by Mr. Lovely, that 
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when the Doctor had to preach the visitation sermon 
before the Bishop, he outdid all the nonsense that wa« 
ever before exhibited in a pulpit. 

Mer. What was the specimen of divinity be ex- 
hibited on that occasion f 

Loveg. It may be necessary that you should first 
hear the text, before I tell you the application of it : 
" Blessed be the God and Father of our Lor4 Jesa^ 
Christ, who hath blessed us with allsfMritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ." Epb. 1. 3. 

Mer. In the name of wonder, and of common^sense, 
what could he, what could any roan make out from 
that text, but to exemplify the high state of spiritua- 
lity, to which believers are called by the grace, and 
spirit of the gospel? 

Loveg, In these instances, I believe wonders will 
never cease ; for he 6rsiprqfi>undly remarked, that the 
clergy were the people who were, " sitting in hea- 
venly places in Christ ;" and then observed, that their 
office itself, so operated upon them, that if they were 
bad men before they were in h< ly orders, yet when 
once they were promoted to one of these heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus, they must in course be made 
good. 

JIfcr. What by a sort of spiritual legerdemain I 
suppose ; however that was not the case with me.'— 
But how did he prov« this egregious nonsense f 

Loveg. You know there is no proving nonsense ; 
but he first observed that the clergy, when they chris- 
tened the children, could not but be reminded thereby 
of their own baptismal vows, and that prevented their 
breaking them : that visiting the sick, and burying 
the dead, would also remind them of their mortality^ 
and that would render it impossible for them toJea^ 
wicked lives ; and as to administering the holy **^^' 
ment, that could not but operate as a charm to maKe 
them holy too ; and that reading the prayers and les- 
sons, as appointed in the service of the church, t^ust 
remind them of their duty, and direct them io ^"^ 
practice of it ; and thus they were all, from their mere 
office, made firond. 
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Mer. Is it possible chat he c#uld believe bis ourn 
vonseiise, when so directly contrary to matters of 

fact ? 

Lof)€g* Whether he, or others believed it I cannot 
tell ; if seems however, that so he preached ; and though 
the Doctor has the misfortune to be a remarkably high 
churcbmaq, insomuch, that when he came to consider 
the religion of the country from whence he purchased 
his diploma, he could scarce sleep for three nights to- 
gether, on account of the evils he^ apprehended from 
his Presbyterian degree ; yet when he preached his 
famous visitation sermon, he was liberal in the ex- 
treme ; for though be said it was certain, that the 
religion of the established clergy was the best that 
could be, and roust therefore make them the best men ; 
yet he supposed the religion of the Dissenting clergy 
made them gojod also, though it could not be admitted 
that it made them so good as the church clergy.* 

Wor, What contemptible popish trash ! but I wish 
you would tell us something better worth our hear- 
ing, than this strange nonsense. How did you finish 
the day ? 

JLoveg. Sir, young Mr. Lovelj' begged I might do 
with them as I do at your house, expound a chapter, 
and give them a prayer ; and I trust it was not with- 
out the divine blessing. The only person who ap- 
peared dissatisfied, as it was new work to them all, 
was the old lady. She is terribly afraid I shall make 
her son '^ righteous over much ;" and has strange ap- 
prehensions, if that be the case, he will squander 
away all his money, by giving it among the poor. 

Wor, She has quite the family failing then. 

Loveg. I fear she and Mr. Lovely's father, though 
married^ were never jnatched ; she is perpetually tor- 
menting the servant about wearing out mops too fast, 
drinking too much small beer, and wasting the brown 
sugar ; spending so much for provisions on the dog 

'''An epitome of a sermon which the author heard at a 
Visitation. 
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and cat, snfferiog tbemsehres to be cheated by pur- 
chasing 80ch small balf-penny-iporths of sand ; so 
that their maid-servants are seldom with her longer 
than when they have seen about two or three full 
moons, and then tbey are off^ but as to Mr. ^ove* 
ly's father, all these poor cast-offs gave him the best 
of characters, wherever they went. 

Mrs, Wor. No wonder that Mrs. Lovely should 
keep back from going with her husband to see such 
a mother*in-law, though they , lovf d each other so 
much. 

Wor. I suppose he returned on the Monday f 
Loveg. Yes Sir ; and on the Wednesday, when i 
had engaged to return, Mr. Lovely requested me to 
accept fiAy pounds for my travelling expenses. I 
immediately told him that I should feel like a down- 
right 'Gehazi, Elisha's mercenary servant, if I accept- 
ed more than was necessay to bring me back to my 
own door : however he would not let me come away 
with less than twenty pounds, and before my arrival 
the other thirty were sent, in a-most afieationate letter, 
as a present to my eldest daughter, with a hope soon 
to meet again. After this Mr. Lovegood farther nr 
lated a conversation he had on his return in the stage 
to Brookfied, with old Dame Gossiper, who was very 
religious in her way, atid who hoped to be saved by 
the help of '^ her church, her parson, and her good 
God :" but as the writer has scarcely any time to 
compose these Dialogues, except at a late hour when 
all is Silent, he wishes to drop a conversation some- 
what less interesting, while nature demands its ac- 
customed rest. 
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